April 22, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Joe Gurneak, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of Minutes of:  March 21, 2002

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:


Tax Collector

Planning Board


Municipal Court 
Police Report


Building Dept. 

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2002-35
Municipal Tax Lien Redemption

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-35.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-36
Release of Developers Escrow Funds

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Resolution 2002-36

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-37
Annual Budget Examination

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-37.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC HEARING OF

2002 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Mayor Pasquarelli informed the Committee and the residents attending the meeting that she has prepared a slide presentation regarding the proposed municipal budget.  She indicated that the largest percentage represented on your tax bill is for school tax, the second largest is the County taxes adding in the County Library and Open Space tax, followed by the municipal tax and finally the municipal open space tax which is a flat tax of 3 cents per hundred dollars of assessed value.  The municipal open space tax is not part of the budget that she is presenting tonight.  The funds collected for open space go into a trust fund, which is handled by a totally separate process, requiring passing of ordinances and resolutions to appropriate the money.  She indicated that the chart she is providing is from 2001, because that is the last year for which we have this type of information available.  The school tax has yet to be resolved also the County tax rate for our municipality has not been struck yet; the data that she is providing tonight is from July 6, 2001.  We would not be able to do a 2002 chart until July of this year.  Generally, these percentages do no change from year to year.  What is being discussed tonight is regarding your municipal percentage, which is approximately 6% of your total tax bill.  

The total appropriation for 2002 municipal budget is 2.7 million dollars, an increase of 206,000 which is an increase of 8.1% overall.  The tax rate would be based on 14.272 cents compared to the prior year of 12.5 cents.  The tax rate increase is actually masked by the impact of the property value reassessment that was conducted in 2001.  

Mayor Pasquarelli discussed the reassessment that was conducted over a period of several years.  She informed that this reassessment was not anything that the Township desired to do, but was required to do by the State and the County.  The reason that those bodies require reassessments periodically is tax fairness.  Those bodies are concerned that we conduct reassessments periodically to make sure on properties, that there hasn’t been changes by development as in the Township’s case, and also that there may be added assessments that maybe might not have been picked up by the Assessor which was why inspection of the property was required.  The purpose of the reassessment is to ensure that each property owner pays their fair share of property taxes, and they do that by estimating a 100% of market value assessment of each property, that is State law.  What we mean by fair share determines what percentage of the total tax levy you are going to pay.  The reassessment has minimal impact on tax dollars actually paid by the property owners.  What really determines that amount of taxes you pay is the total tax levy.  

The reason that reassessment does not affect your tax bill is because the underlying assumption made is that the tax rate is fixed every year, therefore if your assessments goes up 30% your tax bill must go up 30%, but that is really not how it is done.  Each year when the budget is adopted, each year the tax rate is set and that is based on what your appropriations are, and what the revenues are and basically what the balance is that needs to be raised through taxation.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Committee spent 34 hours in budget meetings preparing the budget.  We arrived at 2.7 million dollars as the amount of money needed to run the business of the Township.  This money is what is needed to provide the services, meet our requirements, etc.  Starting with this number that we have determined as the necessary amount, we then would deduct other revenues such as State Aid, miscellaneous revenues, construction code fees, court fees, grants such as the Playground grant for $10,000 and the bike path grant for $60,000, and also interest on investments.  We also deduct from this number our draw from surplus, each year we draw a certain percentage out of this fund and apply it towards the taxes which reduces the property tax rate in the Township.  This year the amount that we are drawing from surplus is $775,000.  After we apply these two sources of revenue against our appropriations budget we end up with a balance of $737,00, which is the amount to be raised by taxation.  What is considered the total tax levy?  That is the number that is taken to determine what you pay in property taxes.  This year you would take the total levy, divide it by the total evaluation of all properties in the township, this year it is $516 million dollars and that is how you arrive at your tax rate per hundred dollars of assessed value.  

Impact of the reassessment, what would have happened if the Township had conducted the reassessment of the Township.  Starting with the total tax levy of 737,000 dividing it with last years total evaluation figure of 360 million arriving at rate of about 20 cents, which would have resulted in, if you look at a home assessed at 200,000 that individual would have paid approximately $408 a year in local property taxes. Now under the circumstances of the new assessment, starting with the total figure of tax levy of $737,000 only now we are dividing it by the 516 million dollars to arrive at .1472 tax rate. Now looking at a home assessed at 200,000 previously, which is now assessed at 286,000 that property owner would have paid the same amount in property taxes.  It is the tax levy, not the reassessment that determines what you will be paying in local property tax.

The figure of 737,000 is for this year, last year that figure was 450,000 an increase of 286,000 as the budget was advertised now, or an increase in the total tax levy of 63.4%.  To determine your individual taxes is to calculate using your old assessment and your new assessment and look at the old rates vs. the proposed new rates.

Why are both the spending and the tax levy increasing this year in the Township?  There are multiple factors.  Operational costs including payroll, & insurance costs.  Growth driven expenses demand for providing additional services.  The Township took over 9 miles of road last year from developers which was dedicated to the Township, and have now become public roads which become the responsibly of the Township.  Additional fire hydrants, the expense this year are 85,000 to maintain fire hydrants.  The current budget also calls for the addition of one additional police officer.  The only newly created position in the Township is in the Finance Office an Assistant to help out with the processing of the bills.  Previous surplus supplied to the Township declined $150,000 from the previous year.  We were not able to draw, as in the past over 900,000 a year from surplus, this is a major factor affecting this budget.  There has been a decline in revenues over the period of years.  The State only allows you to anticipate in your budget what was received from the previous year.  Annual revenues are affecting the municipal budget; we did not receive a federal grant for a police officer as in previous years, this program ended.  Court fines were down 20,000 last year, a reduction in tickets from the State Police because of the September 11th aftermath activities.  Interest on investments declined 52,000 last year.   Construction code fees is going to be down in 2002 compared to 2001 so we could not rely on those same revenue figures as the large developments build out, number of permits for homes is going to decline.  And finally NO increase in State Aid. 

The Mayor informed that she is proposing to the Committee tonight for consideration that we consider making some additional budget cuts off of our proposed budget as was advertised.  She informed that she would like to make additional cuts in Planning Board, Police Salary and Wages, she is recommending that we do not create the new position of police officer this year, primary reason being that the shopping center will not be opening until the latter part of this year.  Road Department / Salt expense, for a total additional reduction of $63,000.  This would bring the total amount of appropriations down to 2,662,086 which would only be an increase of 5.57%.  This would reduce the total tax levy from 776,00 to 671,00, which would be an increase of 48.8% and bring the tax rate down to .12998.  

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public for public hearing on the municipal budget

 Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Chuck Purcell, Emergency Squad Captain expressed concerns that the Committee cut $3,500 from the squad’s appropriation.  He inquired as to the Committee’s intentions of purchasing a new squad vehicle.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that many departments in the Township received 10% less funding this year in the budget, however she informed that provisions were made in this years budget to purchase a new vehicle for the emergency squad.  The financing of the vehicle will be placed through a bond.

Andrew Sona of 709 Fanning Mill Rd  inquired about the anticipated surplus regarding the new shopping center is this for next years budget to offset any tax increase next year.  CFO Greg Della Pia stated that you would not be able to determine until operations of 2002 is completed to see if there is any access revenues that resulted from your operations for the year.  He informed that the bulk of the money received from these properties will be property tax, the revenue that the Township could receive from the shopping center would be in the form of permits, licenses, etc.  This year you can not anticipate funds that you do not know is going to happen the State will not allow it.  He also asked if the State requires a certain number of police officers based on the number of people residing in the town.  Mayor Pasquarelli answered that they do not and the newspaper recently published an article about the municipalities that do not have State Police and do not have coverage, the Township is not required to provide a police force at all.  This municipality however provides this service for the health, safety, welfare for the residents and we are committed to meet the demand to provide these services.  She informed that the Township presently has 8 police officers on the force.

Brooke Waldt of 8 Herleman Road inquired as to why was courtesy bussing in the 2001 budget and it is not in the 2002 budget.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that it is in the school budget.  There was an agreement between the Township and the BOE to provide funding of up to 53,000 per year for five years, 2001 was the last year of this agreement.  We paid last year 49,000 for courtesy bussing.  

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the meeting to the public for public comment regarding the budget

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-40
Amending the 2002 Municipal Budget

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-40

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Date set for adoption of 2002 Municipal Budget is Monday, May 6, 2002 after public hearing on amendment to 2002 municipal budget.

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

This Ordinance was tabled until adoption of the budget

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update


Engineer Finelli informed that he had forwarded the revised alignment documents to the County for review.  He stated that he along with the Township Attorney met with the other effected property owner, Mr. Hadju and informed that Mr. Hadju is on board with the project.  Still waiting to get the alignment finalized.

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phases, 7 & 9


Greenwich Hills, Phases II & III


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm



North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South  Side ( Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the above mentioned projects are not ready for dedication.  He indicated that maybe next month Greenwich Chase and Greenfields could be ready for dedication.

Greenwich Center Update

Engineer Finelli informed that the site work is continuing.  The construction on Target is on schedule. The buildings next to Target are Michael’s and Linen and Things, those building are starting construction.  

County Route 638 Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement

Engineer Finelli informed that the County forwarded an agreement previously to be executed by the Township for the sidewalk that will be built as part of the daycare center.  There informed that they are going to amend the agreement to include the existing sidewalk that has been built already by Rieder through the township property.  They will be submitted a revised agreement later this month.  He will place this items on next months agenda.

Greenwich Street / Wyndham Farm Blvd. Pedestrian Crossing

Engineer Finelli stated that there is nothing else to add, that this is on the agenda as a reminder to the Committee.

Rinehart Property


Availability of Fill material 

Engineer Finelli stated that this is also on the agenda as a reminder to the Committee

NJDOT Route 22 Improvement Project Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he attended a meeting with Warren County Engineer, Pohatcong Township Engineer to discuss our thoughts on this project.  The County will be sending correspondence to the NJDOT of our concerns expressed regarding this project.

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he is still working on coordinating with the utility companies regarding the pole relocation.  He informed that he will be proceeding with the design of the bike path.

Signage on Route 78

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the Mayor contacted him regarding signage on Route 78.  He stated that there are four (4) signs that indicates and advises drivers that if they want to access Route 33 that they should use Route 22.  He stated that these signs are no longer needed because you can continue going West on Route 78 and connect with Route 33 off of Route 78.  He informed that he will contact NJDOT and request them to remove the signs indicating to use Route 22.

NJDOT Application

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that next years DOT applications are out.  They are due June 28th.  He requested that the Committee authorize his office to prepare applications as in the past.  He informed that one project that we should move forward on is the balance of funding for the Stryker’s Road project.  He informed that at the June meeting authorization will have to be given to allow the Mayor to sign the applications.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka authorizing Engineer Finelli to prepare the NJDOT grant applications for the Township. 

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli

· Weigh Station Update
Mayor Pasquarelli informed the Committee and residents that a meeting with the DOT will be held on April 29th at 7:30 P.M,. at the Stewartsville Elementary School in the multi-purpose room.   The DOT will be presenting the project to the public.  The purpose of the meeting is to explain to the residents exactly what the proposed project is and essentially to justify it.  

· Route 639 Truck Traffic
Mayor Pasquarelli informed that this is an ongoing issue and informed that the truck traffic has increased.  She stated that she previously sent a letter to the Freeholder’s requesting their assistance.  She informed that she received a letter back from the Freeholders that was quite disappointing. She stated that the letter did not address any of the issues that we raised.  She stated that this is an ongoing issues.

· Merrill Creek Sirens

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that there is nothing to report right now regarding the sirens.  She informed that correspondence was forwarded to special counsel and they are contacting the State regulatory agencies and a meeting will be conducted within the next month regarding this issue.

· Planning Board Resignation / Appointment

Mayor Pasquarelli informed the Committee deep regret that Lloyd Foss has resigned from the Planning Board.  She stated that the Committee at a later date will present him with a Resolution memorializing his contributions to the Township.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to accept the resignation of Lloyd Foss with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Safe Kids Playground Grant

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that improvements to the park are moving along in the park.  Mulch has been ordered to fill in the areas around the equipment.  New equipment will be placed in the park within the next couple of months. 

· Community Day

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Community Day is set for September 28, 2002.  As this event draws closer meetings will be set up for planning this event.

· American Legion / Warren County Marine Corps/Raffle

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that an application for a raffle was received by the Warren County Marine Corps.  Approval of this application is required by the Committee to submit to the State.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the application for raffle from the Warren County Marine Corps.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Fire Company / Cadet 

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Fire Chief Joseph Mecsey has submitted an application for Committee’s approval for a new fire junior member of the fire company as a cadet.  His name is Nolan Thomas who resides on Greenwich Street.  

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the application of Nolan Thomas as Junior Cadet Member of the Fire Company.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito

· Recreation Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the annual awards banquet was held yesterday, the Mayor gave a speech and it was an overall success with a great turnout.  He also informed that the Cheerleaders will be selling lollipops at ShopRite this Saturday for a fundraiser.  The Recreation Commission will be sponsoring a basket bingo on Friday, May 17th.

Basket Bingo Application Approval

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the Basket Bingo Application for the Recreation Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Raffle of Prizes Application

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the Raffle of Prizes Application for the Recreation Commission

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

50/50 Raffle Application

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to approve the 50/50 Raffle Application for the Recreation Commission

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a Mayoral appointment to the Recreation Commission appointing Debbie Winters as Alternate #2.

· Website Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the website is in the process of converting the whole website into an ASP environment on the windows 2000 server.  Basically all this means is that it is going to be a whole lot faster than it was before, and the second main reason is it will allow us to enter into the E-Commerce world.  This will allow us to do registrations for Recreation programs on-line.

· Planning Board Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the third special Circulation Plan meeting will be held tomorrow night.  He informed that they are working on goals and objectives, getting input from the residents.  The main concern is the quality of life of the residents.  After this meeting there will be one more meeting they are nearing conclusion.   He also informed that an applicant came before the board for comments on a proposed 86,000 square feet of retail/office space. This project would be behind the shopping center.  The Planning Board informed that a 200 foot buffer would be desirable instead of 50 foot buffer for again the quality of life issues.  He stated that this is ongoing, it is not a formal application before the board.

· Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that because of the sewer crisis in Warren County, there is an Order in effect for all the Mt. Laurel cases which basically states that no one can receive an sewer except under certain circumstances.  As part of a lawsuit with EAI Associates and Pohatcong Township we were requested to consent to this expansion.  This was advised per our Special Sewer Attorney Brent Carney to approve.

Resolution 2002-38  Execution of Consent Order for Expansion of the Phillipsburg Mall Sears Department Store 

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-38

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito informed that this Resolution is for the Auto Spa, which is an upscale car wash that offers lubrication facilities.  They were granted a use variance by the zoning board, however they still need site plan approval.  The Developer has an agreement in place with the shopping center to run a  sewer lateral line that will tie into the shopping center.  They need permission from the Township to connect to those sewer lines.  This Resolution was also approved by Brent Carney. 

Resolution 2002-39  Execution of Developer’s Agreement with J.N. & Associates, Inc., and Vince’s Car Cleaning Service, Inc., for Dry Sewer Construction.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-39

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Old School Committee

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Old School Committee is working on all avenues of obtaining grant funding.  Dawn Marie Kondas who is on this Committee 

requested authorization from the Committee to submit an application to the Warren County Cultural Heritage Commission that would allow the school to be named as an endangered site.  There is no funding involved with this submission, however it would help with future funding avenues if the school was listed as an endangered site.  

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito authorizing the Mayor to sign the application naming the Old School as an endangered site.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Joseph Gurneak

· Appointment of Alternate Municipal Prosecutor

Committeeman Gurneak informed that he received correspondence from our Township Prosecutor informed that two alternates for Prosecutor are required to be named in his absence.  He suggested that the Committee appoint Richard Burke and Christopher Troxell to be listed as alternates.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gregory Blaszka

· Environmental Commission Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that he also received a resignation letter from Lloyd Foss resigning his position from the Environmental Commission.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to accept with regrets the resignation of Lloyd Foss from the Environmental Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Committee that the Environmental Commission would like to have authorization from the Committee authorizing them to submit a SMART Growth grant to the State which is due May 3rd.  There is a matching portion of $1,000 for the grant requirements.  He stated that this would be for environmental resource inventory.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito authorizing the Mayor to sign the SMART growth grant application.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Board of Education Update 

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the school budget was defeated.  Documentation was submitted to the Committee from the School Board to review.  The Township Committee will conduct open meeting with the public and school board.  Recommendations for reducing the budget will be set forth from the Township Committee.  The School Board is having their reorganization meeting tonight.   The Committee discussed dates of availability to meeting with the school board, the following dates are available from the Committee: 5/6, 5/7, 5/14, 5/15, 5/18, 5/19.  Committeeman Blaszka will contact the school board to check on their availability to attend a joint meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public for comments.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Andrew Sona of 709 Fanning Mill Road – Regarding the budget, asked if the Committee took a raise this year.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated no.  Questioned Committeeman Blaszka that his wife works for the school board, asked if this was a conflict of interest.  Attorney Jost responded that there was only one court case and it was determined not to be a conflict of interest.  He questioned the next step the Committee was taking regarding Guy Flemings vacancy.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Republican Municipal Committee was notified of this vacancy and they have 15 days to submit a name for the Committee’s consideration.  The Committee has 15 days to respond, if they do not choose one of the names submitted, the municipal committee then can pick one of the names submitted for the Committee.  The whole process takes 45 days if needed.  It was noted that the municipal committee tonight had submitted to the Clerk three names for the Committee to consider.  They are Bill King, Mike Black and Greg Wovna.

Tom Bolger of  506 Dori Place – concerned that the school construction fence has been partially removed, concerned for the safety of the children and also stated that the kids will be walking through yards to get to school.  He stated that construction is still going on at the school.  He also requested additional police patrols for the development.

Kathy Cullen of 403 Parker Road – Has issues with Weinstein builders regarding drainage issues.  Engineer Finelli will contact Weinstein and address these issues with them.

Frank Marchetta of  102 DillionDrive – Informed that there is problems regarding gravel on Dillion Drive there is also dirt and gravel remaining along the newly constructed sidewalks.  Engineer Finelli will contact M. Rieder regarding this issue.  

James Preston Esq. who represent Santo Calantoni -   Informed the Committee that previous correspondence was sent to the Township for release of the escrow money for the developer.  He informed that he has not received a release of this money to date.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that this is an accounting issue and that the auditors and the CFO are looking into this.  

Craig Geiger of 413 Thomas Stewart Way –Informed that he has suggestions regarding the school budget reductions.  He stated that the second principle is not needed and also that smaller class sizes are not state mandated.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to come out of recess and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel and Contract Negotiations


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt the foregoing resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public from Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-41

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-41

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-42

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-42

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Auditors/Road Department

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to authorize the Township Auditors to conduct a special review regarding payment of expenses related to the road crew operations.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resignation/Bernice Woolf

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to accept the resignation of Court Administrator Bernice Woolf

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resignation/Ron Pantuso

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to accept the resignation of Police Officer Ron Pantuso 

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Part-time Building Inspector Salary of $20.00/hour

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to authorize the salary of $20.00 per hour to the part-time building inspector. (The salary of $12.00 per hour that was previously approved was in error)

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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