Greenwich Township Environmental Commission

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

321 Greenwich Street

Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886

Meeting Date:  4/16/02

The monthly meeting of the Greenwich Township Environmental Commission was held on the above date and was called to order by Wentsai Wang, Chairwoman at 8:00 P.M. in the Municipal Building.

Commission members present: Wentsai Wang, Mike Black, Greg Blaszka, Debra Scarbrough, Teresa Eisenberg, Caroline Helman, Bob Eddy

Commission members absent:  Lloyd Foss

Minutes of the 3/19/02 meeting were approved.

Correspondences:

Regretfully, a letter of resignation was received from Environmental Commission member Lloyd Foss.  His resignation is effective immediately. 

D.Scarbrough will assume the responsibilities of Secretary.  W.Wang would like the Environmental Commission (EC) minutes to be posted on the web site after they are approved to make information more accessible to the community.  Lloyd forwarded the past meeting minutes from this year along with several other packets of material. 

Storm Water Management:  Notification has been received that the DEP has tightened storm water renewal permit requirements.

NJ Water Company:  Due to low water levels of the reservoirs, we are asked to remind citizens of the community to conserve usage of water where ever possible (i.e., repair leaking faucets, etc.).  

Discussion concluded that it would be appropriate to utilize the Web Site for this purpose. 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes:  W.Wang has a copy of the February Planning Board Meeting minutes, also noted that the minutes are posted on the Web site.

Old Business:

Recylcing:  Greg Blaska will followup with Don Fohr and the Road Department regarding the recycling concerns from last month.  (Mr Fohr had asked for arrangements to be made to schedule the Road Dept truck to deliver and return the county recycling trailer.)

PPL:  D.Scarbrough has drafted letters to the Harmony and White Township Environmental Commissions to express the mutual concerns of Greenwich Township Environmental Commission regarding PPL’s expansion project and the emissions from the existing facilities.  G.Blaszka provided mailing addresses for those letters to be sent out.

M.Black will draft a letter to NJDEP regarding township concerns on this issue.

R.Eddy explained his need to refrain and abstain from any participation or involvement on this issue due to the possibility of conflict of interest issues resulting from the relationship of his employer and the power plant expansion project.  The commission supports him on this decision.

Medarex Expansion Proposal:  Air Filtration System:  W.Wang will contact Mike Finelli regarding some concerns of the air filtration system as proposed.

Storm Water Management:  G.Blazska met with M.Finelli and has new information for a storm water management system from International Bio Solutions.  He feels that this is a better alternative, and the Board of Adjustments is recommending the use of this system by Medarex in their proposed expansion, especially due to the close proximity to the Musconetcong Watershed.  This may be something to consider for all future projects.  

ABAL Contruction Project:  No further action.  

ERI Grant Application:  M.Black has the draft started for the Smart Growth Grant application.  He will be working with D.Scarbrough on getting it completed and mailed in by the deadline of May 10, 2002.

Boy Scout Troop 63 Road Adoption:  T.Eisenberg reported that the Township Committee has approved Boy Scout Troop 63’s adoption of Beatty’s Road.  The troop has provided evidence of insurance as requested by the commission and the Township Committee.  The Township Committee will post a sign to recognize the troop for adopting this road and maintaining the cleanliness of the roadsides.  

TeenWorks Grant Program:  D.Scarbrough brought information to the commission of the Teenworks Grant program.  This program is available to area teen groups such as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs, Church groups, School, etc. for community related projects.  These grants are available on a regular basis, and are sponsored by the Lehigh Valley Labor Union.  Information will be kept available for future needs.  The information may be beneficial for the development of the Junior Environmental team.

New Buisiness:

Earth Day:  Mrs Fohr contacted W.Wang to inform the commission of the availability of an environmental education video tape with recommendation for use in the school.  T.Eisenberg will contact Mrs. Fohr and the School Administration to see if it will be possible to schedule it for classroom viewing.  D.Scarbrough recommends that the Commission keep 2003 Earth Day in mind for future planning.  There was insufficient planning time for 2002 due to the fact that all members are newly appointed and a schedule for the year has not been able to be developed.

Guard Rail at Shop Rite:  T.Eisenberg is concerned with the opening in the guard rail along the eastern side of the Shop Rite and Home Depot parking lot.  The wood guard rail stretches along the storm water detention basin, directly across from a parking aisle.  The gap is large enough for a car to fit through and fall down the bank into the basin.  G.Blaszka will talk with M.Finelli about this safety issue.

Cleanup needed for Shop Rite Water Detention Basin:  T.Eisenberg brought up the need to address the trash and litter around and in the detention basin and the material that is stagnating in the basin itself.  C.Helman will contact M.Finelli regarding cleanup of this area.

Insurance Coverage:  T.Eisenberg identified the need to adjust the township’s insurance coverage to extend to all community activities such as recycling, etc.  Currently, it is limited to recreation activities.

Recycling Program Development:  G.Blaszka and R.Eddy will start looking into possibilities for the development and implementation of new recycling programs.  One major area of need is for shrubs, branches and grass clippings, etc.  M.Black is familiar with a veggie dump in Harmony.  He will try to get the phone number and believes it has about a $10.00 fee.  

Open commission seat:  W.Wang reminded everyone that we have a seat which will need to be filled.  Please refer all interested persons to her.

C.Helman made a motion, seconded by T.Eisenberg, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 
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