Greenwich Township Environmental Commission

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

321 Greenwich Street

Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886

Meeting Date:  6/18/02

Opening:

Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Greenwich Township Environmental Commission was held on the above date and was called to order by Wentsai Wang, Chairwoman at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building.

Commission members present: Wentsai Wang, Mike Black, Greg Blaszka, Debra Scarbrough, Bob Eddy, 

Commission members absent:  Teresa Eisenberg, Caroline Helman, Helio Carvalho

Public/residents present:  Meyra Davison

Meeting Minutes Approval:  Motion made by W.Wang, seconded by M.Black to approve meeting minutes of 5/21/02.  All were in favor, minutes approved.  

Smart Growth Grant Application for ERI

Abigail Fair, ANJEC Project Director, met with the Environmental Commission and a representative of Finnelli Engineering to review the ERI project proposal.  The project has been awarded a 1:1 matching grant from ANJEC.  The discussion covered a brief review of the project and basic timeline requirements. Abey was very pleased with the Engineering proposal, which was prepared by Finnelli Engineering.  The basic intention for the ERI is to include maps, diagrams, and text, and will be modeled after the Warren County ERI.  Abey informed us that the state has re-flown the area, but the new aerial surveys/maps will not be available until at least Spring 2003.  She provided us with sample copies of NRI/ERIs from other municipalities, which we can use, but the materials need to be returned afterward.  She stated that as with all grants, ANJEC will need to receive regular progress reports (ours will be due September and December).  She recommends that we work on sections of the ERI, and allow time for a peer review for each.  Also, if we wish, we can send a copy or a chapter to ANJEC at anytime during development and they would be happy to review and comment.  Another suggestion was to ask for support from surrounding municipalities, for help in reviewing each drafted section.  Because publishing will be an additional expense, the prototype should be completed during this budget, with the publishing to follow in next year’s budget.

ANJEC’s new e-mail address is resourcecenter@anjec.org
NJDEP Office of Environmental Services also offers 50/50 matching grants for other programs.

· Action Item:  M.Black, D.Scarbrough, and C.Helman will begin working on ERI with Finelli Engineering, beginning with scheduling some time to meet with the Engineers to develop a priority list.

Correspondences:

1. Revised Private Well Testing Act.

· Action Item: W.Wang will request this to be posted on the township’s web site.

2. NJDEP Drought Information:  Reminder that the area is still under drought emergency.

· Action Item: W.Wang will request this information to be posted on the web site.

3. Letter from White Township: stated that they have received our letter of support for PPL expansion issues and will bring it to their Township Committee.

Planning Board Report:

An update was submitted to EC by H.Carvalho.  There was some discussion over a communication company’s needs to install a diesel generator or battery.  Very little information was available to us: the diesel storage will be contained, with an alarm system in the event of a leak.  Generator will only operate for a very short time each month.  Site will be monitored monthly.  The Planning Board asked if the EC has been made aware of this issue.  The EC had not, and will need some time for further review.

· Action Item:  M.Black will research battery vs. diesel and report back to EC.

SWAC (Warren County Solid Waste Advisory Council) Report

Meetings are usually held monthly; August will be held at the Landfill

Recycling Program

The State is continuing to support recycling programs, but the Warren County Freeholders are not.  SWAC is trying to regain some of the much-needed county Freeholders’ support.

R.Eddy contacted two area municipalities and the state to learn about current recycling programs.  The two municipalities were Washington Borough and Washington Township.  The both run very different operations  

Washington Township has some curbside pickup and some drop off.  They utilize fees, and State permits are required.  The township uses the permit system in order to control household waste such as roof shingles, trash, etc.  The permit system allows them to identify sources of such materials and return it.  Washington Township has found that the fees do not cover the entire cost.

Washington Borough contracts out for weekly pickup.  The cost is covered in property taxes.  Wood chips are available to residents.

Also Bob contacted the Bureau of Recycling and Planning.  Compost for leaves is permitted, but there are restrictions.  He will be receiving more information regarding ordinances, etc. within the next few days.

Discussion included Christmas tree pickup and the possibility of using the road department’s truck and chipper.  The commission needs to look further into this and continue discussion.

Jr. Environmental Program

Township Committee will discuss addition of Jr. Environmental Program to the EC.

G.Blaszka will present a request to the Township Committee to expand the Environmental Commission with two additional seats.

Muscentetcong River Environmental Study

Regarding the weigh station project, the EC wants a completed Environmental Impact Study (EIS).  W.Wang reminds the commission to provide the Mayor with as much support information as possible.

New Business and Additional Topics

County Web Site:  D.Scarbrough has found that the Warren County Web site still contains some very out-dated information for Greenwich Township.

· Action Item:  G.Blaszka will contact the County Web administrator about getting it updated or linked.

Summer EC Schedule:  Commission will continue with the July meeting schedule, but may break for August.  

· Action Item:  Will discuss at July meeting

Closing:

W.Wang made a motion, seconded by R.Eddy, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M. 
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