GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

                                               MUNICIPAL BUILDING

                                                  321 Greenwich Street

                                             Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886

______________________________________________________________________________

                                               Meeting Date: February 17, 2004                                                       

Opening:
Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Greenwich Township Environmental Commission (EC) was held on the above date, and was called to order by Barry Glassman, Chairman, at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building.

Commission members present: Barry Glassman, Debra Scrabrough, Helio Caravalho, Les McCay, Mike Black, and Meyra Davison.    Also present was Brian Visconti, Township Liaison to the EC, and Carmen Pirotte.

Meeting Minutes Approved: The EC Minutes for January 20, 2004, meeting were approved.  The motion was made by Helio Caravlho, and second by Debra Scarbrough.  

Correspondence:

* ANJEC - notice of workshops, and funding available to members.

 ANJEC - sent a letter to the Mayors of Warren County asking that their townships pass a resolution whereby specific municipalities would have more input into the Governor’s Preservation of the Highlands Resolution then they would as members of the proposed Task Force.

Discussion was held as to whether the EC has to make a recommendation to Greenwich Township Committee, and have them pass the resolution.  It was decided that the EC would pass the resolution, and then notify the Township Committee.  Motion to pass the Resolution was made by Debra Scarbrough, and second by Les McCay.

Planning Board Report:   Report was given by Helio Caravalho to the EC.

Medarex was granted a permit to Sub-divide their property with the restriction that the area on the north side is to be left undisturbed.

An application has been made for a Major Subdivision off of Rte 57 near the post office.  EC is concerned because the area contains wetlands.  A question was posed as to how the builder is planing on protecting the Wetlands during the construction period?  EC is to review the builders package, and specify what questions and concerns need to be presented to the builder regarding the environmental impact of the proposed buildings.   A second question was posed as to whether the builder must give any consideration as to the visual impact of the development.  Debra Scarbrough will attend the next Board of Adjustment meeting to ask this question.

Open Space Committee:   Report give by Barry Glassman.

The township is looking to preserve more land.  The Reiner property is slated to be preserved, and the Lee property (at the end of Wyndham Farms out to Rte 519) has been preserved.

Budget Report:   The EC spent Six Hundred and Forty Dollars ($640.00) of the 2003 budget.  It has been proposed to the Township Committee that the budget for 2004 be set at Six Thousand Dollars ($6000).

The EC needs to obtain verification that the ANJEC dues for 2004 have been paid. In addition, the EC pays for the Open Space Committee’s ANJEC dues because it is considered a secondary committee to the EC.

Additional copies of the Environmental Resource Inventory manual have been requested from Mike Finelli by Barry Glassman.  The original grant was for Thirty One Hundred Dollars ($3100) with a matching grant from the Township of One Thousand Dollars ($1000).

Merrill Creek Restoration:   Barry Glassman has met with Grace Messinger and Christine Hall and the Landscape architect.   They will be providing the EC with areal views of the area.

Junior Environmental Commission: 250 fliers have been given out, and a new deadline of March 15, 2004 has been set.

Department of Environmental Protection: The Ordinance review workshop has been set for March 1, 2004 at 7:00 P.M..

DEP funds from the Department of Transportation fines that were issued against Railroad Construction Company in the amount of Twenty Five Thousand dollars ($25,000) is available.  Barry Glassman will propose that the money be used to purchase land along the Musconetcong River.

Closing: Motion was made by Barry Glassman, and second by Mike Black, to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor, and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 P.M..
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