GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

                                               MUNICIPAL BUILDING

                                                  321 Greenwich Street

                                             Stewartsville, New Jersey 08886

______________________________________________________________________________

                                               Meeting Date: April 20, 2004                                                       

Opening:
Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Greenwich Township Environmental Commission (EC) was held on the above date, and was called to order by Barry Glassman, Chairman, at 7:30 P.M. in the Municipal Building.

Commission members present: Barry Glassman, Debra Scrabrough, Les McCay, Mike Black, Carmen Pirotte, and Meyra Davison.    Also present was Brian Visconti, Township Liaison to the EC.

Meeting Minutes Approved: Minutes for the February meeting are still pending.  

Correspondence:

NJ RC&D is to present a County Area Workshop on septic management on April 29, 2004.

Open Space Conservatory, Inc, is to present a Roundtable on the new Storm Water Management Regulations on April 29, 2004. 

Planning Board Report:   Report was given by Barry Glassman.

The Township Planning Board refused to give Polte Homes a zoning change for their proposed 289 unit Senior Housing development. 

The Township Planning Board refused to allow Target to add an additional sign on the side of the complex that faces Route 78.

Harlow Development Company, who is building on the north side of Route 57 has asked whether the Township’s Ordinance, requiring that there be a 300 foot buffer along all water ways, applies to tributaries.  EC is to review this issue and then provide a recommendation to the Planning Board.  

The final site plan for Greenwich Commons has been approved.

Mansion at Allemuchi Residential Development has been approved to build 27 houses on one acre lots with the building of a storm-water basin.

Open Space Committee:   No report.

Board of Adjustment:   Report given by Debra Scarbrough.

The Doggie Day Care that is being built off of Rte 173 has been given approval by the Board of Health, and is waiting for Warren County’s Board of Health’s approval.   It will take up to 65 dogs on a day-time basis only.   It is seeking a variance to build closer to the side of the property.

The Board is interested in adopting a Zoning Variance check-list for people to use when applying for a variance.   The EC would like the parties proposing a variance to give a rationale for the request if the change will constitute a visual or environmental impact.  Barry Glassman will speak to Mike Finnelli about putting such a checklist together for the residents of the township.

Merrill Creek Restoration: Teresa Eisenberg, a former EC member, has expressed an interest in staying involved, and has several youths who wish to participate in the project.

Barry Glassman and Meyra Davison met with Brownie Troop 61, and have arranged for the girls to clean the creek in the Township’s Municipal Park on Saturday, May 22, 2004.

Junior Environmental Commission: There has been only one application made to date. 

The application was made by Andrew Cook.

Department of Environmental Protection: The Ordinance Review Workshop was attended by Barry Glassman, Brian Visconti, Meyra Davison, Helio Caravalho, Mike Finnelli, and David Banish.   The township has hired Donna Drews review the its’ Master Plan, and to provide the EC with direction as to how to approach changes in our ordinances with consideration to environmental issues.

Open Space Committee:
Debra Scarbrough presented evidence to the Township Committee of the fact that the one hundred (100) acre parcel of land at the end of New Village Road has an endangered species of owl, a threatened species of owl, and a Shag Bark Hickory tree.

Mike Black made a motion that the EC make a recommendation to the Open Space Committee that it give a higher priority to the purchasing of this 100 acres of land.  Debra Scarbrough recused herself from the vote due to a potential conflict of interest.   Barry Glassman is to draft the resolution for   May 20, 2004.

Supplemental Environmental Program: Barry Glassman had made an application for the monies from the Railroad Construction Company’s fines be used for the preservation of land along the Musconetcong River.   However, the grant will most likely be going to Franklin Township as it has a small island in the Musconetcong River used by the Granite Company to store hazardous waste, and which is in need of a clean-up.   
Highlands Commission:   Governor McGreevey is pushing to pass the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, and the last public meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2004.

The Act proposes that any planned development or change pertaining to land of 1/4 acres or more in the “core” area must go through the Highlands Commission for approval.   Farmers are opposed to the Act for fear that it would devaluate their property, and builders are against the restrictions that it would pose to them.   
ANJEC is recommending that the EC pass a resolution in support of the Act.  The EC has chosen to defer from passing such a resolution in support of the Highlands Initiative due to the lack of detailed information regarding the Act and its’ possible impact on Greenwich Township.
Closing: Motion was made by Mike Black, and second by Barry Glassman to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor, and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 P.M..
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