



February 26, 2002




      WORK SHOP MEETING




       CIRCULATION PLAN

Adequate notice of this meeting had been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

The meeting was called to order by Doris Rayna, Chairwoman, at 7:00 P.M.

Members present:  Jim Adams, Steve Babula, Helio Carvalho, Doris Rayna, Frank Marchetta.  Deborah Pasquarelli arrived at 7:30 P.M. and Dominick Esposito arrived at 7:28 P.M.  Also in attendance were Michael Finelli, PE., John Madden, Planner, and Walt Lublanecki, Traffic Engineer.  

Michael Finelli reviewed the South Main Street parking, which relates to the Circulation Plan, but was added as an additional task as part of the original scope of work.  A plan was shown representing a proposal for the most effective treatment for development of off street parking along South Main Street.  This issue seems to come up at the Township Committee level.  The houses are very close to the road and not everyone has a garage or driveway. Currently, there are no parking restrictions on the roadway; therefore, cars are parked on the roadway, which doesn’t allow two vehicles to pass. To make it effective, a parking area has to be in a location where people are willing to park their cars and walk to their houses.  On the east side of South Main there are very limited opportunities to do anything.  On the west side of South Main, there is a piece of property consisting of 1.2 acres.  The property is owned by Scott and Christine Ferguson.  This property is presently vacant and would facilitate off street parking and is centrally located. The problem with the west side is that one of the channels of Merrill Creek is located off South Main Street and parallels the roadway.  The plan, presented to the Board, shows two alternative sketches.  Alternate “A” is a small parking lot immediately off the roadway showing spaces for 16 cars.  Alternative “B” is a longer driveway and crosses the Merrill Creek, allowing for additional parking and the ability to expand.  

Frank Marchetta asked how would the parking be enforced.  The response was that permits might have to be issued to monitor the parking. Doris Rayna suggested maybe limiting the time of parking.
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Michael Finelli stated that if the township would want to proceed with it, they would have to purchase the property.  The next step would be to develop an ordinance to restrict the parking on South Main Street. 

Alternative “A” is relatively simple.  No DEP permits would be required because there is no stream crossing.  Alternative “B” is a lot more expensive, but does allow for more 

parking.  If the demand were there for more parking spaces, Alternative “B” would be better. 

Helio Carvalho stated that Alternative “A” is more convenient for the people.  They wouldn’t have to walk down the long driveway.  A one-way restriction on South Main Street was discussed.  Michael Finelli stated that unless you could facilitate a bypass, that would inconvenient people.  People getting off of Exit 4 on Route 78 wouldn’t be able to get to their homes.  

Jim Adams stated that this is something the Township needs to deal with in negotiating with the people that would use the facility. You could possible allocate one car per home. On the east side of South Main, there is a long rectangular parcel, which is vacant.  Maybe two small lots on each side of the road would be beneficial.  Mr. Finelli stated that you really need 65 feet in width for a lot.  Every different property owner that comes into the picture complicates the matter.  Dealing with one property owner is more appealing.  

John Madden stated that this could be an eligible project under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA).  

Mr. Finelli feels that this proposal is viable and feasible. The township residents that live on South Main Street do not want a change.  

The next plan Mr. Finelli showed to the Board was the Route 22 improvement plan.  The DOT has provided the township with the plan. Greenwich, Lopatcong and Pohatcong Townships are affected by this plan, with Greenwich being affected the most.  The latest proposal includes a two-phase signal at Route 519.  There will be no turning movements. You go straight through, east/west, on Route 22, go straight through north/south on Route 519. There is a grade separated interchange, a bridge, at Greenwich Street.  Greenwich Street crosses over Route 22 into Pohatcong.  Actually, Route 22 will stay pretty much the way it is and Greenwich Street will go up.  At the current light at Route 122 and Route 22, DOT is proposing to terminate that intersection.  Existing Route 122 will terminate into a cul-de-sac.  

Walt Lublanecki stated that that whole movement from Greenwich to Route 78 east would be difficult.  People coming down Dumont Road would end up having to come out past the Route 78 east ramp.  Heading Route 78 east, you would have to go further down Route 173 and to the interchanges of 6 and 7.  The big issue is trying to keep Greenwich 
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people on Greenwich roads, heading towards Route 78, rather than making them go to other towns.  The other point, as soon as you put a bridge in it gets very expensive.  Mr. Lublanecki doesn’t feel that that is the answer, at this point.  With the development of Greenwich Center, there will be a whole new intersection, which is going to allow for left turns through. When DOT does any type of improvement, they want to get rid of a traffic light, making a better progression through the area.  Greenwich is looking out to service 

the people of Greenwich. DOT is looking to get traffic through at the expense of local roads.  If you are coming down Route 519, you have to go through the intersection, go behind Pohatcong plaza and come out.  Mr. Lublanecki stated that in this present plan, there is only one way to get to Route 78 eastbound and that it is problem.  Mr. Lublanecki stated that it is up the local officials to voice their opinion.  

Mr. Lublanecki stated that the movements in and out of Greenwich Center would move fairly well. The main movement will be a signalized intersection at Greenwich Street and Route 22, which will allow left turns in and left turns out. This might relieve some of the problems at Route 519 and Route 22.  There is going to be a signalized intersection at the entrance to Greenwich Center and Dumont Road.  With the construction of Greenwich Center, Dumont Road extension will be constructed and tie into Route 122.  Mr. Lublanecki has been talking to the County and also with the developer to have them design a signal for Dumont and Greenwich. The Dumont Road extension and Route 122 is going to accommodate all vehicles turning in and out of Greenwich Center.  

Michael Finelli presented the first proposal for the future Circulation Plan.  It includes a few different components, some pedestrian and, certainly, some vehicular.  A map was shown showing the Morris Canal, which was depicted because the County has a very aggressive program underway right now to preserve properties along the Canal.  When there is preservation, which certainly eliminates the opportunity to do certain things from a circulation standpoint.  County owned properties were shown on the map.  Roadways under construction were also shown.  The roads shown are approved and will be built.  These future roads are located in the Greenwich Hills North subdivision, Brian Estates subdivision and the Dumont Road extension. Proposed major roadways were shown.  They are to be the main collector roads that will be part of the circulation plan and be implemented over time.  Proposed roadways of a lower hierarchy were shown.  These roads provide connections or extensions from existing roads.  The two schools were shown because of pedestrian access.  There has been a desire expressed to get some link between the two schools.  Six (6) properties were shown with a high probability of preservation.  At this time, none are preserved.  A proposed pedestrian and/or bike path was shown.  This is connected to the school properties and also a bike path that the township has secured a grant for, which, hopefully, will go to construction this year, which will link downtown Stewartsville, up Greenwich Street to Dumont Road.  Future intersections improvements were shown. 

Proposed improvements are:
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Stryker’s Road:  Hopefully, will be built in 2003.  Stryker’s Road will be aligned with Dumont Road.  

Dumont Road extension:  The extension of Dumont Road down to Route 122 is called the New Brunswick extension.  The Dumont Road extension will be the 

continuation of Dumont Road. As part of the Greenwich Center project, a right-of-way was secured through the remaining lands that would allow Dumont Road to be constructed.  The idea is to allow traffic coming from the north to continue on Dumont Road and traverse through the undeveloped properties and a future intersection is proposed with South Main Street and Beatty’s Road.  

Proposed is another collector road taking traffic from Greenwich Street and connecting to the Dumont Road extension. 

Stewartsville bypass:  Based upon numerous constraints, Mr. Finelli feels it is going to be very difficult to achieve a full bypass around the town.  However, there is the ability to connect a small little bypass of downtown, which would facilitate traffic from Wyndham Farms and Greenwich Chase to get down to exit 4.  This would take traffic out of the center of town and allow for a fairly straight shot towards Route 78.  

Beatty’s Road extension:  This property is owned by Dowel Associates.  There is a good likelihood that property will be developed at some point in time.  The plan shows a radius and intersection with Route 173 to carry traffic onto Route 173 and also intersect with Route 173 at a point where there is good sight distance.  

On Route 173, by Voorhees Road, a small collector road is shown in the MXD Zone. 

Further south on Route 173, in the Industrial Zone, a proposed Medarex loop road was shown.  This would be an industrial collector road.  Mr. Madden stated that the current circulation plan has a road, which goes right through the Medarex property.  Medarex will not want anyone to go through their property.  It is a high security facility.  So the proposed road would go around Medarex. Doris Rayna stated that the entrance off of Route 173 is only a temporary entrance and is to be closed off when there is another entrance.  Medarex has an application before the Board of Adjustment and Mr. Finelli stated that the Board is aware of that temporary entrance.  

Wyndham Farm Boulevard:  Other than what exists, Wyndham Farm Boulevard is not shown on the map.  The extension to Route 519 is on the existing plan.  The extension is a concern to the planning board and the community.  Mr. Finelli
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 suggested that himself, Mr. Madden and Mr. Lublanecki submit, to the Board, a sketch listing the pros and cons of Wyndham Farms Boulevard extension.  

John Madden stated the following additional objectives recommended for inclusion in the Circulation Plan:

1. All modes of travel should be planned for in an integrated circulation system; vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian, mass transit and equestrian.


2. A road hierarchy should be the overall design objective of the network of roads in Greenwich Township.

3. Traffic calming techniques such s roundabouts, speed tables, rumble strips, etc. should be used to slow traffic where possible vehicular traffic conflicts could occur on local residential streets or where road linkages through minor residential streets are needed between neighborhoods or community facilities.

4. Traffic safety and access for police, fire and emergency service should be an essential guiding principle in the design of a circulation system.

5. Transportation corridor management planning should be employed on State Highways 22, 57, and 173 to anticipate land use and circulation conflicts and to facilitate desirable access design outcomes through the use of collector distributor roads, shared access, uniform landscaped setbacks and signage design and placement.

6. Mass transit opportunities should be identified and encouraged to solve existing and projected local and regional commuting problems.  

Deborah Pasquarelli asked where is the stage when the professionals will prepare, with the planning board, a list of agreed upon goals.  John Madden stated that we are at that stage.  Mr. Madden thought the Board wanted to see proposals. Mr. Madden thought objectives would be discussed at the next meeting.  

Mr. Finelli stated that if there is some concern of the Board that the Board is not getting what the Board thought they were getting, Mr. Finelli takes that responsibility.  Mr. Madden gave his goals and objectives at the regular Board meeting.  Mr. Finelli submitted information in conformance and, in conjunction, with his proposal.  At the March 13, 2002 meeting, Mr. Finelli felt that the Board wanted to see a proposal for some ideas relative to circulation.   

 Dominick Esposito stated that this plan that the Board is going to develop should show us how are we going to protect residential neighborhoods and how are we going to 
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prevent through streets from going through residential neighborhoods. Mr. Esposito wants to make sure that before the professionals go down the path to deeply in the plan, what the professionals are being prompted to do is in conjunction with what the Board wants them to do. From the Township Committee and Planning Board’s point of view, input has not been asked.  

Mr. Madden stated that goals and objectives should have been discussed, but in some ways it is kind of hard to talk about goals and objectives until you have something tangible.  

Mr. Esposito stated that he felt that at the March 13, 2002 meeting, Mr. Madden was spending too much time on the old goals and objectives. Doris Rayna felt the same way.  

Mr. Madden stated that it would be very helpful that now that the Board has seen some of the proposals and ideas, to get feedback from the Board members. 

Mr. Madden stated that he would like to talk about the bypass roads.  Mr. Madden heard an interesting discussion with the State, County and the Township’s Open Space Committee and there are a lot of proposals that are in various stages to acquire land for farmland preservation.  Those proposals, if they are implemented, will eliminate the possibility of bypass roads.  The only way, at this point, the town will be able to get the bypass roads the community would like is to reserve a right-of-way through those properties.  It is the decision of the community if they want to see bypass roads or not.  If the Township doesn’t act and act soon, we will loose the right to make that decision. Discussing the bypass around Stewartsville, the desire is to keep the traffic out of historic Stewartsville.  That is designated in the current Master Plan.  

Jim Adams stated what is the priority.  Is it farmland preservation or is it efficient and effective circulation. 

Deborah Pasquarelli stated that she has seen that the Board is uncomfortable with what is going on.  She felt that the Board didn’t give the professionals a clear direction.  The Board needs a copy of John’s notes, the 1990 Circulation Plan and review the professionals contracts to see what has already been done and what has to be done. Deborah Pasquarelli reviewed each item with the professionals.  The Board will ask the professionals what the Board wants for the next meeting.  

For the time being, the professionals will not proceed any further.

Doris Rayna suggested to the Board that they submit, individually, concerns and comments to the planning board secretary by the next planning board meeting, March 13, 2002.  When they are compiled, they will be forwarded to the members prior to the 
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March 26, 2002 workshop meeting. Deborah Pasquarelli stated that the Board should have a copy of the 1990 goals.

John Madden will provide to the Board, by the next meeting, goals and objectives, a summary of what the 1990 circulation plan said, discussion of plan issues, and additional objectives recommended for the Circulation Plan.   

Greg Blaszka, committeeman and member of the open space committee, stated that they have applied for a Green Acres grant for open space. The project is entitled “Greenwich Township Open space, Greenways and Pristine Areas Conservation and Recreation Project”.  The application was partly approved, but there are some documents that have to be signed by the planning board chairperson and the mayor.  A public hearing may have to be held by the planning board.  Mr. Blaszka may be asking the planning board for a special meeting. Regarding the economic of the State taxes, programs have been cut and the Green Acres dollars may also be cut.  That is another reason why Mr. Blaszka might need a special meeting.  The open space committee met the deadline, but additional information was needed.       

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 

   





Elva N. Pomroy








Planning Board Secretary

