



   April 23, 2002




      WORK SHOP MEETING




       CIRCULATION PLAN

Adequate notice of this meeting had been given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

The meeting was called to order by James Adams, Vice-Chairman, at 7:00 P.M.

Members present:  Jim Adams, Helio Carvalho, Dominick Esposito, Frank Marchetta, Greg Wovna.  Deborah Pasquarelli arrived at 7:20 P.M. and Steve Babula arrived at 7:25 P.M.  Also present were Michael Finelli, PE and Walter Lublanecki, Traffic Engineer. Absent were Ken Hoser, Doris Rayna and Michael Valente.  

Michael Finelli stated that he took into consideration the goals and objectives the Board members had supplied.  A revised map was shown to the Board and, also, a revised proposal was submitted by Michael Finelli.  Mr. Finelli stated that from the goals and objectives, it was clear and consistent that the Board felt strongly about a number of issues.  The major concerns were to minimize through traffic through residential developments, provide for pedestrian linkages between the two schools, and provide for some access into some of the ROM properties and also improve some of the existing deficient areas.  

The future Stryker’s Road realignment was shown. A new element to the plan is the reorientation of Dumont Road to a new point as it intersects County Route 519.  This will minimize traffic through Greenwich Chase and is in concert with the latest proposed NJDOT plan. The plan continues to show the Dumont Road extension, which is under construction, as part of the commercial center.

A major pedestrian/sidewalk, bikepath is proposed along Greenwich Street to Dumont Road.  

The ROM and BI (Business Industrial) extensions, but not providing for any connections.     If those properties are development, the roadways would be extended, providing for internal direct access onto the roadway and then traffic would flow out onto the existing collectors, either Greenwich Street, South Main Street or Route 173, without providing a connection and not allowing traffic to cut through the township.  

Regarding Fulmer Street, the Board felt that they should not recommend to the Township Committee that they pursue the vacation of that road.  The Board felt strongly that they should try and incorporate a by-pass around downtown Stewartsville, with this probably being the only legitimate potential link.  Shown on the plan is Oberly Street, a paper street, which is proposing an extension onto South Main Street, north of the existing 
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elementary school.  A link is provided from this roadway to the new elementary school and adjacent to that roadway is a pedestrian link that would provide access between the two schools. Mr. Finelli felt that it would be inappropriate and unsafe to only provide a pedestrian link between the schools, especially when the fields are planted.  A proposed 20-foot wide oil and chip type of roadway is proposed, to be controlled by the police.  It could be traversed by vehicles, does allow for a second access into the school and allows for the sidewalk/bike path to be constructed adjacent to it.  This roadway would be a minor/secondary/emergency access to the school and kind of a safety roadway that parallels the bike path.   

The Beatty’s Road, South Main Street intersection, was relocated. The point of intersection was relocated with the proposed major roadway, which would service the properties in the existing ROM Zone.  The relocation of the intersection would maximize the sight distance looking in either direction. 

Referring to the Dowel property off Route 173, the extension of Beatty’s Road, to a point on Route 173, which provides for the best sight distance.  That section of Beatty’s Road would be, somewhat, reconfigured. Also shown was another connection beyond that, which would go into Pohatcong Township. 

The Medarex proposed connection, in the southeast corner of the Township, located in the ROM District, will collect and distribute traffic and be directed to the east.  There is also a possible alternative alignment out to Asbury Bloomsbury Road.  There are advantages to this as to the slope of the properties.  The bridge would require significant improvements and may be cost prohibitive to upgrade.  

Jim Adams asked Mr. Finelli if the extension of Dumont Road would eliminate or reduce Stryker’s Road realignment?  Walt Lublanecki stated that, currently, the County is planning to realign Stryker’s Road and put a traffic signal in at Dumont Road.  That, Mr. Lublanecki feels, could happen in a year or two.  This will allow for a left turn lane in the southbound direction of Route 519 leading into Dumont Road.  With the Route 22 scheme and the new extension on the plan, that would tend to relieve a lot of the traffic on Dumont Road.  Currently, the DOT plan shows the left turn into the southern extension prohibited, with a left-hand turn to the northern extension allowed. The major comments of that plan are to reverse that entirely and Mr. Lublanecki believes the County will support that.  That change would mean that left turns would not be allowed into the existing Dumont Road, but would be allowed into the proposed southerly new extension of Dumont Road.  Frank Marchetta stated that with the new extension of Dumont Road, that surrounds the homes with a lot of traffic on both sides.  Without restricting the left hand turn, it may cause a worse problem. Mr. Finelli stated that when the Board approves the plan, finishing touches will be placed upon it and the narrative could state that 
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extension would be constructed and would be constructed in a certain fashion. This would be a restriction to the construction through that area.   

Regarding Dumont Road, south of Wyndham Farms, Helio Carvalho asked what is to prevent those two roads from being connected in the future.  Mr. Finelli stated what is to prevent that is the fact that the narrative is going to be clear that this is designed specifically so as preclude the connection.  That is a goal and objective of the Circulation Plan.  

Mr. Carvalho asked if it is possible that certain roads or streets, that are suppose to be connecting roads, be stopped from being connector roads and make them cul-de-sacs?  Mr. Finelli stated that the plan shown does that.  This is a goal and objective that will be in the plan, demonstrated in the narrative that will be adopted, as well as in the plan itself.  

Mr. Finelli stated that he would document changes in the goals and objectives from the previous Circulation Plan as well as the changes to the plan itself.  No thru roads will be clearly stated.  

The road connecting the two schools, Mr. Carvalho asked if that alignment has  something to do with the proposed Larken development.  Mr. Finelli stated that it has absolutely nothing to do with the Larken development and the latest is that Larken has backed out of the project.  Larken is not under contract with the property owner.  The alignment of that road is not a fixed alignment. 

Regarding the Dumont extension, Greg Wovna stated that why does the second roadway have to be put in. Just put a no left-hand turn at the existing Dumont Road and have the traffic spill onto Route 22.  Mr. Lublanecki stated that there are two types of traffic movements here:  commuter type movement where you have people from the north getting to Route 78 east and also have a movement into the retail area, Greenwich Center.  Mr. Lublanecki stated that if there is enough access onto Route 519 and Route 22 to get most of that traffic out of the way, hopefully, maybe, only local and shopping traffic would use the road.  If the left hand turn is prohibited entirely, then you are sending those people through the center of town to get to their homes.  

Jim Adams suggested keeping Stryker’s Road straight in the southeast direction, and it would join onto the new leg of Dumont Road and then shut down the current Dumont Road. Mr. Finelli stated that if Greenwich would scrap the Stryker’s Road project, the project will still continue into Lopatcong Township. You are still going to get that influx of traffic coming from Harmony and Lopatcong onto Stryker’s Road to that point. Jim stated that one of the primary objectives of this intersection is to take traffic out of that residential area of Dumont Road. 
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Proposed, also, is a sidewalk extension from South Main Street to the existing school. The Mayor has even discussed extending the sidewalk further down along South Main Street.     

Regarding the extensions into the ROM, Greg Wovna asked, from a planning sense, if that land gets developed, does it make sense not to connect those roads?  Michael Finelli stated that it does make sense to connect the roads to allow the free flow of traffic thru the County Road to access Route 78.  However, that is not what the Board wanted to see.  Dominick Esposito stated that if the roads were connected, it would go against the Board’s objectives and allow traffic to flow through the town.  That would be a bypass to Route 78.  Walt Lublanecki stated that each side of the roads has separate access to Route 78.  It is reasonable not to connect them.  Developers will still have access to Route 78.  

Michael Finelli stated that this plan is not the final plan, but it is close to what the Board members wanted to do.  

Regarding Mr. Finelli’s revised proposal, dated April 22, 2002, Mr. Finelli stated that this proposal takes the project from today to completion.  There are three significant changes from what the Board originally agreed upon.  The changes are as follows:

1. Mr. Madden will not be involved with the project anymore.

2. It changes the scope of services to a small degree in an effort to consolidate the project and shorten the time frame and bring it to a completion.

3. Reduces the cost for professional services.  

Mr. Finelli stated that he would do the planning work.  If the need arises where Mr. Finelli feels a planner is necessary, a planner would provide the narrative.  The document that the Board will get will serve the same purpose and still be of good quality.  There is a savings from the original proposal.  Deborah Pasquarelli stated that there have been some billings from John Madden, so the savings wouldn’t be that great. Deborah Pasquarelli stated that she has had discussions with every member of the planning board and there was a question as to the need for further services of Mr. Madden. The Board will review Mr. Finelli’s revised contract at their May 8, 2002 meeting.  

A workshop session has been scheduled for May 28, 2002 at 7:00 P.M.  A draft plan and narrative will be prepared by Mr. Finelli and mailed to the Board members by May 23, 2002 for review at the workshop meeting.  A public hearing could be scheduled to be held at the June meeting or a special meeting be scheduled towards the later part of June and then the next step would be adoption of the plan.  
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Helio Carvalho made a motion, seconded by Steve Babula, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried with an affirmative “aye” vote.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  
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