GREENWICH TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

June 3, 2002


CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 6:30 p.m., Monday, June 3, 2002, at the Township’s Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Janet Comerford.  

The following members were present:

Janet Comerford – President 

Kevin Chandlee – Vice President 

Bruce Kidwell – Secretary 

Deb Moser - Commissioner

Matt Mosher - Commissioner

John Gurski – Treasurer 

Deb Winters - Alternate #2

Rick Gengaro – Commissioner (late)

Bloomsbury Recreation

None

Public Present: 


Kip Fowler

Janice Fowler

Eileen Spino

Phyllis Murray

Scott Petty

John Ruchlin

Mike Boures

Bob Ridolfi

Mike Lague

Thomas Kaleekal Thomas

Robbie Purnell Joe

Larry Giammarco 

Township Liaison: 


Dominick Esposito

SECRETARY’S REPORT

The minutes for the regular monthly meeting of May 6, 2002 were distributed.  Changes were requested and noted.  A motion was made by Janet Comerford to approve the minutes with changes, seconded by John Gurski, approved unanimously with changes.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Monthly financials for May 2002 were distributed. A motion was made by Janet Comerford to approve the minutes with changes, seconded by Bruce Kidwell, approved unanimously.

RESIDENT FORUM

Thomas Kaleekal Thomas presented a complaint to the commission concerning the Jack Cust team.  Mr. Thomas indicated that his son was not receiving adequate playing time.  Janet Comerford acquired the scorebook prior to the meeting and during the meeting reviewed the facts as indicated in the official score book and found that Mr. Thomas’s son through 4 games had batted for the entire 4 games, every game, and has played 11 out of a possible 18 innings in the field.  At this point we do not see just cause for the complaint as the team does not guarantee playing time and was stated as such at the parent meeting.  Considering that rule, the child has played as much as he has, the commission does not find any issues with playing time of Mr. Thomas’ son. 

ACTION ITEM(s)
In order to ensure that the parents of the children and the children that are participating understand the rules of playing time for this type of traveling competitive sports, in the future the parents and child will sign a document stating such.

BLOOMSBURY RECREATION MEETING UPDATE

Attended by Matt Mosher - Meeting held May 28, 2002

Basketball

Sue Dvorin is picking up the banner representing 13U CBL Boys Basketball Champions.


Baseball

Discussion regarding field improvements at Bloomsbury. They are looking for infield mix.

Softball 

They are looking to move the bleachers away from home plate.  Too many comments are being made to umpires.

Soccer 

Signup dates announced. They want to make sure that Bloomsbury lower is included in the home field rotation. If it is what about also holding pony games there rather than holding them in the afternoon. I told them we are looking for help with signups, but there were a lot of baseball conflicts.

Field Hockey

Signup dates announced

Fundraising

They voiced concern that all of softball was being asked to sell raffle tickets and just pony and t-ball baseball was being asked to sell. Also in Sue Dvorin’s case her team got all the snack stand time since the other team is always at the Church Field, so they felt there were some inequities. Matt Mosher told them that the raffle was a separate issue from the buyout and snack stand and that we were looking to sell the tickets by whatever means possible and selling was not a requirement. Diane Race felt that was more reasonable, given we were not linking it to a snack stand/buyout.

Sue Dvorin has a list of the organizations she has hit for Sports Banquet support over the past five years. She is the contact for fundraising issues. We should include this in developing our plan for fundraising.

Sports Banquet

Chuck Vitale was looking for a profit/loss statement for the sports banquet. Chuck Vitale will chair this for one more year and then plans to step down. They wanted to remind us that this is a Greenwich event (ie. we should be more involved in the event). They did add special thanks for the work that Janet Comerford did in clearing up the problem with the plaques.

Bloomsbury Summer Program

They are looking for a director for this program. Interested parties should contact Diane Race with qualifications.

Dances 

There will not be a 4th and 5th grade dance, or a summer dance.  The next dance will be sometime in the fall.

Greenwich meeting 

Due to a Bloomsbury Park meeting, there will not be a Bloomsbury rep at the next meeting.

Next Bloomsbury Meeting

Tuesday, July 23rd at 7:30. This is the night of the last basketball clinic, Matt Mosher will be unable to attend.  John Gurski will be attending for Greenwich Township.


ACTION ITEM(s)

John Gurski to provide profit and loss statements for the Sports Banquet.

SPORT REPORTS

UPDATES

Softball  - Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

Season Status

· Season has had many re-schedules due to various reasons such as rainouts and other team scheduling conflicts.

· One occurrence of a coach / player / parent dispute.

· Will be raising two issues to the league:

· Game was called at 5 ½ innings.  Both coaches agreed to be continued at a later date.  Coach and league representative from other township are now saying they won the game.  Contacted the league president and he stated that the last full inning constitutes the final score.  Does not state anything the league rules for this.  The league will be adding this next year.

· Another issue has to do with one of the PAL coaches in the treatment of one of our Biddy players.  The issue will be taken up with the President of the league and the town representative.

· Concern has been raised by some coaches on the quality of the umpires.  Unfortunately the pool is limited but we will be making notes on who we will not invite back next year.

· All star game scheduled tentatively for June 22nd at Del Val.

· Want to propose to host an end of year tournament for the Biddy level teams at the Bloomsbury Upper and Lower fields over one weekend.

· Pictures are being coordinated by Doran directly to the coaches.

· Raffle Tickets were handed out to the Pony level teams.

· Need to evaluate next year taking additional field time from baseball on other fields.  We are too tight on space and the lower field is open a majority of time.  Pony can move to any area that is flat and grassy.

· Bloomsbury field is in need of an umpire mask.  The league requires that each home team supply a mask or the game could be forfeited by the home team.  In speaking to Janet Comerford she stated that the Bloomsbury field mask needs to be provided by Bloomsbury.  Will follow up with Diane Race.

· A special thanks goes out to Diane Race for her commitment as the Umpire Assignor.  Due to the changes in the schedule it has been a tough year to try and keep up.  Diane has done an outstanding job.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Winter Basketball – Matt Mosher Chairperson

· The Basketball Policies and Procedures were reviewed in detail.  Various changes were outlined in the meeting.  Matt will update and redistribute.

· Matt needs to set up the Basketball committee for the 2002-03 season. Once done, Matt will need to reserve Gym time. Prior to reserving gym time, Matt plans to have a draft budget set up so that he can consider Gym costs and registrations fees.

ACTION ITEM(s)

Matt to make the updates to the procedures and resubmit.


Summer Basketball – Matt Mosher Chairperson

· A flyer for the summer basketball program that was sent home. Matt plans to have the signup forms at the site and people can sign up there. This will save on the copying. 

· Dates are: June 18th, 25th, July 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd. 

· The program will cost $10 for the first time you attend with no additional fees thereafter. It will include a one hour clinic and provided there are enough kids pick up games for up to an hour daylight permitting. 

· Anyone who would like to help with this program is welcome.


ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Basketball Cheerleading – Deb Moser Chairperson

· Basketball cheerleading program to be open to 2nd thru 8th grades

· Girls to cheer for boys 3rd thru 8th grade basketball teams

· Registration time frame to coincide with boys & girls basketball signups

· Possible coaches:  Christy Tighe, Linda Kress, Jadzia Sulkosky

· Looking into Basketball Cheerleading fundraiser program

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Field Hockey – Need Chairperson, Janet Comerford Reporting

· Registrations were held this past Wednesday (5/29) and Saturday (6/1). Totals have not been completed as yet.

· Amy Sandlin, field hockey coordinator, has received confirmation that Phillipsburg will continue to coordinate the 7th and 8th grade program this year.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Baseball – John Murray Liaison - Janet Comerford reporting

· John Murray is out of town on business.  John is currently working on securing entrance for (1) Biddy 2 and (1) Midget level travel teams to compete in the Forks Township, Nazareth, and Bushkill summer tournaments.

· Janet made a motion for $200.00 for entrance fees in the Forks Township for (1) Biddy 2 and (1) Midget travel team, Matt Mosher seconded, unanimously approved.

· Janet made a motion for approval of John Paragallo (Assistant Coach Biddy 2), Matt Mosher seconded, unanimously approved.

· A discussion was held on whether or not the teams should be funded for tournaments.  Janet stated that this was updated last year in the by-laws.

ACTION ITEM(s)

Bruce Kidwell to send out the Baseball by-laws via email to everyone on the commission.

Men’s Softball Tournament – Kevin Chandlee Chairperson

· Scheduled for July 27 & 28

· Looking for 8-12 teams

· Main field Stecker--if needed Beatty Rd.

· Flyers have been sent out to teams. 

· Sent to Debbie Pasquarelli for the newsletter 

· Sent to Dominick Esposito for the website.

· Sent to Express Times. 

· Info given to the School for the Menu/Newsletter 

· Kevin has budgeted for softballs and umpires, and trophies. 

· We will need the snack shack to be opened. 

· Looking for volunteers to umpire the bases, work the snack shack. 

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

NO UPDATES

Soccer – Rick Gengaro Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Exhibition Cheerleading – Deb Moser Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Adult Basketball – Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Ski Club – Joanne Cipperly Liaison

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Lacrosse – Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Golf Club – Need Chairperson

Currently inactive sport.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None
COMMUNITY EVENTS

UPDATES

Basket Bingo – Deb Moser Chairperson

· Basket Bingo was a huge success

· Baskets were stuffed and wrapped with bows

· Basket Bingo was held on May 17th – at the Stewartsville Elementary   school – Doors opened at 6 p.m, games started at 7:30 sharp, bingo ended at 11:00pm 

· 228 people attended the event

· 24 baskets were used for bingo and raffles

· 80 “Special Raffle” gifts were given away

· Currently in process of scheduling next basket bingo for October 2002, however process for donations will be different

· Donations totaled $2385

· Expenses totaled $2145

· Cash received at event was $7257

· Total profit from event was $7503

· Deb Moser opened a motion to run another Basket Bingo due to the success of this one.

· To be run in the October timeframe.

· Since Soccer has no formal fundraiser the Soccer teams to participate in generating the baskets and treat it as a contest with a prize for the most creative etc.

· The baskets need to go to bid as we cannot just have a ‘one-source’ local person.  Other sellers of the baskets exist in the township and we need to ensure equality in the bid.

· The motion passed with Janet Comerford affirming the motion and Kevin Chandlee seconded, unanimously approved.

ACTION ITEM(s)

Deb Moser to inquire into the bid process for the new Basket Bingo.

Halloween Parade – Deb Moser – Chairperson

· Halloween Parade scheduled for October 26, 2002.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Dances – Joanne Cipperly Liaison, Janet Comerford Reporting

· Last dance held on May 10.

· Joanne Cipperly has offered to continue to coordinate dances for one more school year, however wishes for someone to begin working one on one for a smooth transition. 

· Dance income less cost of DJ:  $398.00

· Dance concession income:  $281.75

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Community Day – Matt Mosher Chairperson
Scheduled for Saturday, September 28, 2002.

· The first meeting is June 5th. Assuming Matt does not have a baseball make-up game he will be there. 

· Community Day is set for Saturday September 28th. Matt will not be in town on that day. Matt will have all the materials, but someone will need to run the games.
ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Sports Picnic – Janet Comerford discussion leader

Proposed date is Sunday September 15th from 1 to 4pm.  Need to get the information out to the schools.  The information can get out via the menu at school and mail with invites to each child.

John Gurski went over the task and duties list.  The following is the break down of the assignments for the committee:

Gengaro – Chips, Pretzels, Cookies

Chandlee – Soda, Juice, Drinks, 50/50

Kidwell – Relay Games and Races, Races and Game Prizes

Comerford – Medals Awards Ceremony, DJ Entertainment, T-shirts

Mosher – Helium, Balloons

Moser – Fliers and Registrations, Face Painting, Tattoos Booth

Winters – 50/50, Check in Goodie Bag

Gurski – Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Buns, condiments, plates

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

NO UPDATES

Cruise Night – Deb Moser – Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Casino Night – Deb Moser Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Easter Egg Hunt – Deb Moser Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Sports Banquet – Sue Dvorin 

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

FUNDRAISING

Stecker Field Signage – Kevin Chandlee Chairperson

· Kevin Chandlee has secured pricing on signage for Stecker Field.

· We expect to develop a number of packages for businesses to purchase this advertising space (large, small).

· Rental will be an annual fee renewed prior to the baseball season.

· Signs will be secured for the business as part of the rental.  GTRC will not do maintenance on the signage.  We are working on a program with the signage company to address having durable and valuable solutions that ensure the business’s advertising will survive the baseball and soccer seasons and that the business understands their commitment to signage maintenance.  More to follow.

· A contract needs to be put together.  We are reaching out to the township attorney for his support.

· A pricing schedule is being developed.

· A sales effort will ensue.  Please provide any recommendations on possible sponsors.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None
Recreation Raffle - Deb Moser Chairperson

· The lawn tractor is to be raffled off on Community Day, along with a Penn State football for 2nd place, and a Kay’s 14k ladies ring for 3rd place

· Ticket books were distributed to the T-ball and Pony baseball teams and the Pony softball teams to sell, by John Murray and Bruce Kidwell

· Tickets and money will be collected by coaches, then turned into Bruce and John at end of baseball/softball season

ACTION ITEM(s)

Bruce Kidwell to follow up with Home Depot on setting up a stand outside Home Depot to sell raffles.

GROUND AND FACILITIES

UPDATES

Equipment Shed – Janet Comerford Chairperson

· Uniform and equipment handouts for Junior level baseball are completed

· Coach’s requests for replacement and/or additional equipment have been handled expediently.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Snack Stand – Janet Comerford Chairperson

· Janet Comerford and Debbie Winters have been handling the opening and closing of the Beatty’s Road and Stecker snack stands.

· Communication has been satisfactory.  Rain outs and rescheduling add havoc, but we are working it out.

· Parents’ fulfilling their obligation has been better than in prior years.  We have not had to shut down due to no participation.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

Field Maintenance – Kevin Chandlee Chairperson

· Going well.  John Howell and crew are doing a wonderful job.  They have completed all requests by baseball committee. With all the make-up games, the crew has only missed one Midget Softball game so far.  Coach Sumner brought it to Kevin’s attention and Kevin passed the info along.

· Kevin is in need of the Junior baseball schedule. 

ACTION ITEM(s)

Kevin to follow up with Chris Luke on the Junior baseball schedule.

NO UPDATES

Recreation Wear – Janet Comerford Chairperson

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

OLD BUSINESS

Web Site Updates – John Gurski Chairperson

John handed out a packet of screen prints from the web site.  Various suggestions were made like adding a forms tab to the main menu, adding basket bingo, Lacrosse, Street Hockey, Wrestling and Ice Hockey.

ACTION ITEM(s)

None

NEW BUSINESS

General - Presented by Matt Mosher

· Matt offered to sponsor a meeting at his home on June 17th to review the future organization of the Recreation Commission.
ACTION ITEM(s)

Matt will be setting up the meeting and emailing everyone for confirmation.
General - Presented by Janet Comerford

· Trophies were presented by Mayor Debbie Pasquarelli to John Delutis’ 13U CBL boy’s basketball championship team players at the township meeting held on May 16, 2002. 

· Wrestling Program:  The next day following our last recreation meeting, I contacted Ron Pare, who had shown interest in creating a Greenwich Township Wrestling Program.  I indicated I would need specifics:  gym time requirements (matches and practices) and purchasing needs.  I wanted to report something at this meeting, however to date I have not received any information to initiate this program at this time.
· Received a telephone call from Leala Gonzales, Stewartsville Elementary School child study, with respect to establishing a summer program to Greenwich children.  Indicating how unsuccessful our responses were last year, Leala would like to design a program to be offered.  May or may not be able to be put in place this year.
· Resignation was submitted by Rob O’Donnell from the Recreation Commission and accepted by Janet Comerford.  The resignation opens one position on the commission.
MEETING ADJORNED

Next Recreation Meeting will be held on Monday, June 3rd at 6:30 p.m.  Janet Comerford made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Bruce Kidwell second the motion, the meeting concluded at 10:45pm.

_____________________________



_________________________

Bruce Kidwell, Secretary





Janet Comerford, President
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