GREENWICH TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

April 14, 2003


CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:10 p.m., Monday, April 14, 2003, at the Township’s Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Janet Comerford.  

The following members were present:

Janet Comerford – President 

Matt Mosher – Vice President

John Gurski – Treasurer 

Deb Winters – Commissioner 

Bob Hurte - Commissioner

Joe Cannavo – Commissioner

Rich Lindquist – Alternate #1



Absent: Bruce Kidwell – Secretary

Public Present: 


John Murray

Chris Luke

Phil Bissonnette
Bob Clark - Bloomsbury Recreation

Jeffrey Mallory - Township Liaison
SECRETARY’S REPORT

The minutes for the regular monthly meeting of March 4, 2002 were not distributed, as Bruce Kidwell was unable to attend the meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Monthly financials for March 2003 were distributed. A motion was made by Janet Comerford to approve, seconded by Deb Winters, unanimously approved.

RESIDENT FORUM

Phil Bissonnette raised a question regarding whether the Church Field is the only girls softball field and if there is another field to practice on.   It was explained in open forum that Bloomsbury is also used as another girls softball field and to contact Bruce Kidwell regarding practice scheduling.   Phil also informed us that the centerfield at Church Field has a hole and we indicated that we would contact the necessary people to address the repair.

The Church Field will not be available for use on May 10th from 10 am – 2 pm  and possibly the evening of May 12th (rain date) 

Township Liaison – Jeffrey Mallory

Jeff informed those in attendance that the Township is working with the School Board on a shared services proposition.   He also informed everyone that a field in Greenwich Chase behind Greenwich Street and in front of Lincoln Drive will be available for use for the USA soccer kids ages 5-7 from April to June approximately one night per week. 

BLOOMSBURY RECREATION MEETING UPDATE

Janet Comerford attended the Bloomsbury Meeting held on March 25, 2003.  There was much discussion about the upcoming Sports Banquet.  Specific issues were in regards to an invitation mailing error that has been resolved and a request to continue with scholar athlete awards.  Also communicated the policy of commissioner and coordinator sport registration fee exemptions 

SPORT REPORTS

Basketball – Matt Mosher, Chairperson

· Basketball season has just concluded.  GTRC had eight out of fourteen competitive teams in the playoffs.

· Summer clinic – GTRC will again be having a summer clinic on Tuesday nights at the municipal park for six weeks.  David Glenn has agreed to coordinate the clinic.
Softball Tournament – Chris Luke, Chairperson

To be held on July 26th (rain date July 27th).  Agreed to provide prize money of $200 for 1st place and award trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd based on 10 teams participating; increased registration fee to $150/team.

Baseball – John Murray, Chairperson

At the present time, Greenwich Township is not accepting any transfer of junior baseball players from programs outside of Greenwich Township.  Indications were that Alpha Juniors might not have sufficient numbers to have a Junior level; however, further investigation indicates they do have sufficient numbers for their own Junior team.

Cheerleading and Wrestling – Deb Winters, Liaison

· Cheerleading and Wrestling season has just concluded.  No updates to report at this time.

Soccer – Rich Lindquist, Chairperson

GTRC Soccer

· Held coaches meeting to discuss Draft on 3/10.

· Reviewed player evaluation process, new draft process & provided an update on Twin Rivers potential changes. The following changes were suggested and approved by the coaches:

1. No identification or evaluation of Goal Keepers

2. Coaches do not draft players, players picked from hat.

3. Distribute 1st and 2nd graders evenly.

· Final copy of new team selection and player evaluation process submitted for approval.

· Final revision of calendar view of all major tasks that need to take place prior to the start of the season submitted for approval

· 2003 Website Changes, Policies & Procedures, Coaches Guidelines, Registration Form, Flyer, Medical Consent form, updated and submitted for approval

· Player evaluations scheduled for early June

USA Soccer Camps

· Resolved additional insurance issues with USA soccer.

· Added 2 Mighty Midget camps starting in the end of April on Wednesday evenings

· Spring Camp and Summer Camp updates provided.

Twin Rivers soccer league

· Rich Lindquist attended the 3/31 Twin Rivers Soccer League meeting.
· Rich is considering other options for league play on future organization issues in present league.
· Various rule changes up for vote on April 18th.  Will update GTRC as changes are approved.
OTHER REPORTS

Fundraising – Joe Cannavo, Chairperson

· Approached approx. 20 local businesses for solicitation of donations related to team shirt advertising.   Due to lack of response, considerations were made to lower the amount, focus on other businesses and involve more people.   Will look into doing this for soccer season 2003.

· Future fundraising ideas presented.  No actions taken at this time to pursue alternatives.

Web Site Updates – Bob Hurte, Chairperson

· Various web updates coordinated and completed.

Equipment – Janet Comerford, Chairperson

· All baseball and softball equipment has been distributed to the coaches.
· Uniforms from the basketball season were collected on 2 separate evenings.  Will continue to follow up on any outstanding uniforms from all sports programs.
· Have not received wrestling uniforms to date.

· Orders have been placed for equipment and uniform needs for the 2003 baseball and softball seasons.  
1.  Motion to spend up to $5,800 for 2003 Baseball equipment and uniforms.   This motion was seconded by John Gurski and was approved unanimously.

2.  Motion to spend up to $2,000 for 2003 Softball equipment and uniforms.  This motion was seconded by Joe Cannavo and was approved unanimously.

3.  Motion to spend $689 for the purchase of Nike team bags to be presented to the departing 8th grade recreation participants at the upcoming Sports Banquet.   This motion was seconded by Matt Mosher and was approved unanimously.
School Facilities and Scheduling – Matt Mosher, Chairperson

· The school board has also added a policy where all requests of the facilities must be made 90 days prior to usage.  GTRC will need to plan further in advance with this new policy.
· An emergency request for use of the gym for baseball due to poor weather was made on April 9th for 4/10-11, and 4/14-18.  
· The school complained about food and drink being taken into the gym during the Wrestling Tournament.  Additionally, the school board received complaints about the parking of cars on the day of the tournament.
Communications – Janet Comerford Chairperson

· Complimentary invitations sent to honored guest for the Sports Banquet:  Diane Race, Joanne Cipperly and Rick Gengaro

· Letter received from Greenwich Township Board of Education regarding the Board’s regulation for use of School Facilities stating that no food or drink is permitted in the gym of either school.

· Conducted a mandatory head coaches meeting on April 8, 2003 at the Bloomsbury firehouse.

· Uniform Handout Schedule distributed to all baseball/softball coaches

· Picture Schedule proposed for May 4th and May 17th.   Coaches to respond back with choice of which date or a date will be assigned.

Snack Stand – Deb Winters, Chairperson

· Provided update on parents who did not fulfill their snack stand duty.  Letters have been sent to those parents and the fee has been set at $40 for those who fail to fulfill their concession obligation.

· Stecker snack stand in need of major cleaning.

· Waiting final rosters for Baseball/Softball to establish snack stand schedules.

Field Maintenance – Joe Cannavo, Chairperson

· A field walkthrough was completed with Janet Comerford on March 28th and a written report was provided to the Road Department for follow up.  The following fields were seen: Beatty’s Rd, Greenwich Church Field, Stewartsville School, Stecker Field, Municipal Fields.

· Received a $250.00 donation from Louis’ Garage to replace the snow fence at Stewartsville School.

· A letter was sent to Dr Brennan requesting permission to replace the snow fence with a permanent chain link fence. The fencing has been priced and once we receive permission we will purchase the supplies (or get donated) and seek volunteers to install the fence.

OLD BUSINESS

Polices and Procedures – Janet Comerford 

· Performed the 2nd reading of Soccer policies and procedures.  Janet Comerford motioned to approve, Deb Winters seconded the motion and they were approved unanimously.  Performed the 2nd reading of Snack Stand policies and procedures.  Janet Comerford motioned to approve, Bob Hurte seconded the motion and they were approved unanimously.  
Upcoming Events – Janet Comerford 

· Sports Banquet will be held April 27th from 1- 3pm

· Sports Picnic will be held on June 8th from 12:30 – 3:30 pm

· Basket Bingo will be held on May 16th starting at 5:30 pm

· Sports Registrations will be held on May 13th and May 21st from 7-8:30pm, May 17th from 9 – 12 noon

· Last dance will be held on May 9th
· Harlem Wizards event will be held on May 10th at 7pm

NEW BUSINESS

Rick Gengaro has announced his resignation from the GTRC effectively immediately.   The group acknowledged his resignation and expressed appreciation and gratitude for his years of service to GTRC.

Janet Comerford announced the appointment of  Nancy Schmidt as our newest Recreation Committee member.  

Janet Comerford requested feedback on what criteria should be established to honor outstanding wrestlers in this sport.   It was suggested that a wrestler would need to achieve an undefeated record throughout the season and compete in a minimum of 80% of all varsity matches including post-season competition.   

MEETING ADJORNED

Next Recreation Meeting will be held on Monday, May 12th, 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Janet Comerford made a motion was made to adjourn the meeting; John Gurski seconded the motion, the meeting concluded at 10:35pm.

_____________________________



_________________________

John Gurski, Treasurer





Janet Comerford, President
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