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CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 2003, at the Township's Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Janet Comerford.
The following members were present:

Janet Comerford - President

Matt Mosher – Vice President

John Gurski – Treasurer

Bruce Kidwell – Secretary

Deb Winters – Commissioner 

Bob Hurte – Commissioner

Rick Gengaro - Commissioner

Joe Cannavo – Alternate #1

Rich Lindquist – Alternate #2

Public present:

Chris Luke
John Murray – Baseball Coordinator

Chris Pope

Darrel Huff

Greg Blaska

Debbie Pasquarelli

SECRETARY'S REPORT

Monthly minutes for the February 4, 2003 meeting were presented for approval.  Janet Comerford made motion to accept, Matt Mosher seconded, unanimously approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT

Month financials for February 2003 were distributed.  A motion was made by Janet Comerford to approve, seconded by Matt Mosher, unanimously approved.

PUBLIC FORUM

· Darrel Huff wanted to know why he was not approved as a coach for baseball (Juniors)
John Murray informed him that he did not get a coaches form, he did not question it because Darrel did know if he wanted to still coach, considering his kids were no longer in the program.  Darrel responded that he called and asked back in February but it was too late.  John informed Darrel that the coaches had already been selected and approved.

· Chris Pope stated that he would like to see 4 coaches instead of 3.  John explained that all 28 coaches in attendance last night (3/3 baseball) meeting voted for 4.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Basketball – Matt Mosher Chairperson

· The CBL season is winding down.  It looks like 3 of the 4 girls competitive teams will make the playoffs and 5 of the 10 boys teams will make the playoffs.
· Matt Mosher reports that they are still receiving minor issues relating to the level of intensity of coaches.  The latest were:
· A coach yelling at the Greenwich fns after one of the fans yelled, “miss it” while a Palmer player was shooting a foul shot.  The cheerleaders took offense to this feeling that they were being yelled at.  The coach has apologized to the parents of the team and has agreed to apologize to the cheerleading squad.  
· A coach has put up signs in the gym advertising “The battle of the undefeated teams.”  This game is against a Steele Hill team that is coached by John Penrose who has already been involved in an incident with a Greenwich coach in soccer.  We have adjusted our scheduled officials to ensure we have strong officials for the game.
· The pictures are in except for one team that was taken late.  We will be handing out the 3 on 3 pictures perhaps in a large group.  The other pictures will be held for uniform turn in.
· 3 on 3 finished up on March 1st.  Hoop kids finished on February 15th.  During the last week of 3 on 3, the kids are allowed to play full court.  This is to prepare them for next year.  This discussion was mainly due to a loss of gym time.  Matt feels that will formally incorporate this into the program going forward.
· Due to the large number of teams in the playoff, the expected date for uniform turn in should be done after March 24th.  Received the equipment from the 3 on 3 coaches.
School Usage

· Requested a classroom for baseball to hold drafts on 3/9 and 3/16
· Still waiting on a consolidated request for facilities needed for the wrestling tournament and a summary of how the facility will be used.  I am asked for this several times and I get piece meal requests and no plan for the tournament.  We need to get this to the school this week.
· The school called today.  We will need to have a cook at the March 15th Wrestling Tournament.  It will cost something but not yet determined.  The event will probably require two janitors as opposed to the normal one.
· I have the school bill through gill through Feb. 9th and have forwarded it to John Gurski along with the allocation of cost for the bill.  This bill should be paid as soon as possible.
· Matt attended the school board meeting on February 26th.  At the meeting the board was consistent in their application of the $25 per hour weekend fee and refused to waive the bill for the Brownies.
· In speaking to several board members, they asked whether GTRC would be using the fields at the Greenwich School.  While this is a town issue, should we consider donations and volunteer time to set up and maintain these fields?
· Finalized the practice schedule with softball provided baseball with the remaining time.
Softball – Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

Update

· League meeting occurred on February 7th.  Many changes to the rules for the Girls softball league.  A soft copy is attached to the report submitted.
· Coaches meeting held on February 27th to go over new league rules, coaching guidelines, practice schedules etc.
· Practice schedules along with clinics have been scheduled through the end of April.  Games should begin by the end of April.
· Below is a list of prospective coaches for final approval:
· MIDGETS:
· Sue Dvorin- Head, Primary asst. – Cathy Pursell, Other asst. – Chuck Vitale
· Phil Bissonnette – Head, Primary Asst. – Pete Brescia, Other Asst. – Matt Castro
· BIDDY
· Roy North- Head, Primary Asst. – Chris Butler, Other Asst. – Bill Buckelew, Ed Schultz, Janet Evans
· Brook Waldt – Head, Primary Asst.- Bruce Kidwell, Other Asst. – Deb Gurski, Tom Semon, Mike Zelenka
· PONY
· John Dupont- Head, Primary Asst. Kathleen Strucko

· Ambruso – Head, Primary Ass- TBD

· Larry Fahr – Head, Primary Asst. – Karen Frey, Other Asst. – Ron Levy

· Final breakout of teams is 2 Midget, 3 Biddy, 4 Pony

· Drafts for the Biddy and Midget levels took place on February 21st
· Next league meeting to occur in Mid March to finalize rules for 2003

· Need to coordinate an equipment hand out to accommodate indoor practices starting March 15th.

Adult Pickup Basketball – Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

No update

Adult Basketball League – Bruce Kidwell Chairperson

· League is going well.  The playoffs began on March 2nd.  The top size teams will be in a double elimination playoff scenario.

· League will play the final championship game on March 23rd at 6:30pm.

· Nee to investigate trophies and get them ordered for the first, second and third places.

Policies and Procedures

· Have not updated the policies and procedures as of yet.  Will try to get to these as soon as reasonable.  With Softball, Basketball, Adult Basketball etc, there is not time.
Adult Summer Coed Softball League

· Planning to run an add sometime in late March to announce publicly the league to determine if we will have enough interest.
Softball Tournament

· No update
Field Maintenance

· Due to the snow, the field inspections were delayed.  Will attempt to re-schedule in March.
Minutes

· Approval of the February 2003 minutes
John Gurski, Treasurer

· Hoop kids is now over and went very well again, but no need to report this
· School Dance went well in February.  I would recommend tha6t we see if the remaining two dances can be held at the Stewartsville School.  The fans/air conditioning made it much better time and the sound system is much better as well
· Attempts are still being made to locate a speaker for the Sports Banquets in April.
· Treasurer’s report to be provided at meeting.
Debbie Winters, Commissioner

· Wrestling: See report
· Cheerleading: No report submitted.
Emailed Deb Moser Snack Stand list for Wrestling Tournament on March 15, 2003

Only two cheerleaders did the buy out.  We have an average of 5 parents per hour based on the number of cheerleaders.  I have scheduled people starting at 7:00am until 5:00pm

Tara Snyder (cheerleading coach) called and is getting 5 dozen Krispy Kreme Donuts donated along with as many bagels as we need for the tournament

Debbie is working with Chris Barna to generate a list of food needed for the tournament.  Chris’s sister-in-law owns a deli and will get the food for us at cost.  She will also help us in preparing such things as breakfast sandwiches, hoagies, salads, etc.

· Snack Stand:

Following are the monies taken in for snack stand

· Basketball:

· 2/8/03 : 4 Games

Concession $145.00
· 2/15/03: 4 Games

Concession $163.00
· 3/1/03:   4 Games

Concession$233.45
      $541.45

· Wrestling

· Season is over – no home meets since last reports.
Wrestling – Mike Barna, Chairperson

· Season Wrap-up:  The team ended with a 6-2-2 record and made the play-offs.  (4 out of the 11 teams make the play-offs)  Lost in the first round to Flemington.  Flemington was undefeated until they lost to Lopatcong for the championship.
· Entered the league tournament and placed 5th as a team.  The tournament is and individual tournament where each wrestler competes at his own weight class.  Each wrestler accumulates team points as he advances.  We could not fill four weight classes due to injury.  Brett Doremus (broken hand), DJ King (broken hand) and  Jessie Howell (broken wrist).  We also forfeited at the 95 lb weight class.  The team has not had anyone at this weight all season.

· Many of the team’s wrestlers are still practicing for upcoming weekend tournaments.

· Wrestlers from the team competed at tournaments in Hazelton, PA. Stroudsburg, PA., and State College, PA. The team’s wrestlers performed very well bringing home several 1st, 2nd and 4th place trophies.

· Some of the lesser-experienced wrestlers competed in the “Carl Ujvary” tournament at the Alpha School.  Many brought home 1st, 2nd and 4th place trophies.  It should be noted that Joey Carbone finished in 1st and received a trophy for the fastest pin in his division.

· Tournament Update & Requests:  

· The multi-purpose will be needed for Friday (3-14) to set up for Saturday.  It will be needed for weigh-ins.

· Will need access to the kitchen for the day of our tournament (3-15) Traci King mentioned that it might be necessary to have a permit to operate the kitchen.  She is looking into this.

· Looking for additional seating.  Dr. Brennan has approved the use of the Choral Risers.  Looking into borrowing metal bleachers from the Bloomsbury Rec’.  Ron Pare is looking into this.  Padding will be needed to protect the floor.

· In lieu of a locker room, requesting rooms 101 and 102 for Greenwich wrestlers to change and store their belongings. 
Rich Linquist, Alternate #2

Soccer

· Draft copy of new team selection process submitted for review.  Recommended changes to be added prior to Coaches meeting 3/10
· Coaches meeting scheduled for discussion on Draft 3/10.  All identified head coaches from 2002 season have been contacted via email & followed with a phone call.
· Early indications that there will be a coach shortage
· Recreation and travel programs are causing 2 conflicts
· Documented a calendar view of all major tasks that need to take place prior to the start of the season
· Provided field dimensions to Bob Clark
· Met with Rich Gengaro for debriefing n soccer program
· Provided Bruce with USA updates missing from January Meeting minutes
· Resolved insurance issues with USA soccer
· Received a final check of $5.00 from USA Soccer
· USA provided me with a write-up and link for our website
· Attended Twin Rivers meeting February 26th
· Meeting was attended by C. Meny (Pohatcong), T. Peterson (Lopatcong) and Rich Linquist (Greenwich)
· Suggested rule changes to be voted on at March 31 Meeting:
· Roster sizes 14-18
· Minimum playing time to be 15 minutes
· Separate boys and girls teams from Biddy thru Senior level (from 3rd to 8th grades), children would still be able to double roster only when moving up a level
· July 1st number of teams from each town must be submitted 
· August 1st rosters must be submitted to leaguer, no changes to the rosters after that date without leagues notification
· Other topics of discussion
· Expanding soccer fest to include teams from outside the area
· Changing the season schedule to allow more games
· Sanctions for rules violations
· Changing the 6 goal limit rule
· Play-off locations games to be held at higher seeded field
· Field sizes:  Biddy sizes, Senior sizes
· Use of professional trainers at the Rec level 
· Shared upcoming dates for Twin Rivers Soccer meetings
Easter Egg Hunt:

· Coordinator:  Suzanne Esposito

· Called people to volunteer for stuffing of eggs, taking photos, pickup donations etc.

Bob Hurte – Commissioner

· Made necessary updates to the Web site 
· Such as Wrestling Tournament, Easter Egg Hunt, Sports Banquet, Basket Bingo
· Deleted Forms, Flyers and schedules for pervious season sports programs.
Janet Comerford, President

· Completed inventory of shed’s contents with the help of Joe Cannavo and Bob Hurte

· Trophies have been ordered for the Grizzly Classic Wrestling tournament.  Mike Barn has supplied Janet Comerford with a list of needed supplies.

· Scheduling uniform returns for Cheerleading, Wrestling, and Basketball.  First date in late March, second date at beginning of April.  Coaches will be advised.

· Trophies/Jackets were awarded on February 20th at Township Committee Meeting:

· Undefeated Biddy Teams Head Coached by:

· Jeff Pruneau

· Mike Boures

· Dominick Esposito

· Soccer fest Champions & League Champions Senior girl team head coached by Brooke Waldt

· Undefeated, Soccer fest Champions & League Champions Senior Boys team head coached by Rick Gengaro

· Bids are going out this week for equipment/uniforms for baseball and softball season

Communications:

· Met and spoke with Jeff Mallory, newly appointed township liaison to recreation regarding the Website situation.  Updates/Deletions to be submitted to Bob Hurte, who will communicate them directly to Action Developers and copy Jeff Mallory on correspondence.

· Sent email to Donna Schilling to include newsletter and ongoing announcements regarding the date, times and location of recreation sanctioned events.

· Home Depot has donated a dozen waist aprons to be used at both the Wrestling tournament and Basket Bingo.

· Communications made to Tony Doran concerning pictures for upcoming baseball and softball season.

· Also communications concerning getting team pictures for upcoming sports banquet.  

· Communicated with Joe Mecsey, Greenwich Township Fire Chief, regarding the Easter Egg Hunt.  Joe will communicate with the First Aid Squad on serving hotdogs.

Motions:

· To spend $900.00 for expenses associated with the upcoming Easter Egg Hunt  
· Janet Comerford made motion, Matt Mosher seconded, unanimously approved. Message was sent February 20 at 4:15.  Prices for new machine $895-900.  Working with Suzanne Esposito and found one available for $795.00
· Motion made via email concerning the purchase of a bingo machine.  Motion made and carried.  Bingo machine purchased for $795.00
Baseball – John Murray, Chairperson

· The first coaches meeting for 2003 was held on March 3, 2003.

· Waiting for the final revision of the Coaches Guidelines in order to have coaches acknowledge receipt.

· Evaluations and draft are scheduled for March 9 and 16.

· Currently have (5) Pony, (6) Biddy 1, (6) Biddy 2, (3) Midget and (2) juniors.

· Hope to hold indoor practices the week of 3/17; teams will need equipment prior to that date.

· PABC meeting was held on February 20th.

· The Midget League will abandon the annual raffle this year.  Entry fees are expected to increase to $225 per team.

· At the junior level, Alpha is expected to have a team so we cannot consider players from Alpha for our junior teams.

· Tryouts for Phillipsburg’s 7th and 8th grade will be conducted on March 18th at the Pohatcong Huntington field.  PHS Coach Rossetti will coach the team.

· The PBAC will sponsor a U10 and U12 teams at the Jack Cust Baseball Academy this spring.  Tryouts are scheduled for March 15 & 16.  John Murray will coach the U10 and Dale Cells will coach the U12.

· Greenwich Baseball Committee:  Nothing to report.

· Policies and Procedures:  A new set of Modified Pony Rules has been drafted and coaches have supplied input.  These rules have been submitted to the GTRC for approval.

· 2003 Coaches for Approval:  A list has been submitted to the GTRC for approval.

OLD BUSINESS

· Second reading of Policies and Procedures.  Janet Comerford motioned to accept.  Bob Hurte seconded.  All approved.

NEW BUSINESS

· First reading of revised Policies and Procedures

· Date selections for sports:

· Annual Sports Picnic – August 8th
· Flag Football Field sign ups on 5/13 and 5/17

· Field Hockey on 5/21

· Change the meetings to the second Monday of each month at 7pm.

MEETING ADJORNED

· Janet Comerford made a motion to adjourn, Bruce Kidwell seconded and approved unanimously at 10:15 pm.
· Next meeting is on Monday April 14, 2003 at 7:00 
_____________________________                                       _____________________________

Bruce Kidwell, Secretary                                                       Janet Comerford, President
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