GREENWICH TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

March 8, 2004

GREENWICH TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGULAR MOTHLY MEETING

March 8, 2004


CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:22 p.m., Monday, March 8, 2004, at the Township's Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Joe Cannavo.
The following members were present:

Debbie Winters – Vice President (late)

Ciaran O’Brien – Treasurer (left early)

Bob Hurte - Secretary

Joe Cannavo- Commissioner

Dan Perez – Commissioner

Chris Luke – Commissioner

Rosemary Martin- Alternate Commissioner #1

Pat Browne- Alternate Commissioner #2

Recreation Commissioners not present:

Matt Mosher

Public present:

Phil Bissonnette – Softball Coordinator

Bob Clarke - Bloomsbury Liaison

Bill King

Ron Levy

John Murray- Baseball Coordinator

Janet Comerford

Chris Barna

Brian Visconti – Township Liaison

SECRETARY'S REPORT

Monthly minutes for the January & February 2004 meeting were approved.  Motion made by Joe Cannavo and seconded by Dan Perez and unanimously approved.

TREASURER'S REPORT

February 2004 Financials were presented. Bob Hurte made a motion to accept seconded by Dan Perez and unanimously approved.

PUBLIC FORUM


Both Bill King and Ron Levy were present to question and respond to their not being approved as baseball coaches for the upcoming season.  Bill King publicly acknowledged his service as a coach over the past years and asked that his suspension be reconsidered.  Ron Levy also responded in the same manner.  Board informed that there is an unwritten policy of a one-year suspension (to be included in our policies and procedures manual) and that in the case of Bill; he was recently not approved for another sport.  Joe Cannavo explained that their situation would be revisited during closed session.  (Board upheld its decision)

Commissioner Resignations accepted: Matt Mosher resigned his position on the board and as its President.  It will not official until his letter of resignation is accepted by the Township Committee at next meeting on March 18, 2004.

· Bob Hurte nominated Dan Perez for president; it was seconded by Debbie Winters and approved unanimously.

· Matt would complete his current obligation as the coordinator for basketball.  Steve Babula has expressed an interest in assuming this position and will be asked.

· Joe Cannavo expressed an interest in assuming the Database Coordinator position.

· Chris Luke has volunteered to assume the facility management responsibility.

SPORTS REPORTS BY COORDINATORS

Baseball - John Murray, Baseball Chairperson

· Latest registration numbers are as follows:

· Pony- 83

· Biddy 1-85

· Biddy 2-59

· Midget-42

· Junior-23

· Total registration this year is 292, up from 286 last year

· Final number of teams at each level is:

· Pony- 7

· Biddy 1- 7

· Biddy 2- 5

· Midget- 3

· Junior- 2

· Total preliminary teams this year is 24, up from 22 last years.

· The following coaches need to be approved:

· Gary Marmo

· Migual Yanes

· (Debbie Winters made motion, Bob Hurte second, approved by the board)

· We need a check in the amount of $100 to Dale Cells to cover the cost of Calendar Program Software for the Phillipsburg Sports website.

· Bob Hurte will be responsible for scheduling the umpires for Biddy 1 and Biddy 2

· Karen Corman and Elaine Marhold will coordinate team pictures.

· Two dates will be selected in May

· Chris Luke and John Murray completed inventory of baseball equipment

· Details will be forwarded to Dan Perez

· Dan Perez will place order for necessary equipment and uniforms

· Equipment handouts on March 14th.

· Evaluations were completed.  Biddy 1 on March 7th.  Biddy 2 and Midgets on March 14th.  The draft for Pony, Biddy 1, Biddy 2 and Midgets to be conducted on March 14th.

· Fields will be reviewed before next meeting with Chris Luke, John Murray, Joe Cannavo, Bob Clark and Dan Perez.

Softball - Phil Bissonnette Chairperson

· Registration numbers are slightly off compared to last season, we have 123 vs. 130 girls last year.  Late registrations are still coming in.  With the restructuring of the levels, the average team rosters will become smaller, 11 to 13 girls per team.  The upside will be more playing time.  Unfortunately, competition with other activities could affect coaches adversely.  We will need to waive the late fee at the junior level in order to establish a second team.

· Pony – 35 girls, 2 teams of 12, one of 11

· Biddy – 38 girls, 2 teams of 13, one of 12

· Midget – 27 girls, 1 team of 13 and one of 14

· Junior – 23 girls, one team of 12 and one of 11

· Due to the restructuring, there will be 13 girls that will be eligible for $5 refund.  Example of new registration structure will be as noted below:

· Junior-$50

· Midget- $45

· Biddy- $45

· Pony- $35

· Initially there are some gaps at certain level for coaches.  Pony has only 2 assistant coaches for the 3 teams available.  After some begging, there will be 3 coaches at each level.

· Made the purchase of 10 hitting sticks as authorized last month.  This is divided as such, 4 Adult for use at the Junior and Midget levels and 6 for the Biddy and Pony levels.  They will be distributed with equipment handouts.

· Asked to purchase training videos for all teams to utilize.  They are the Linda Wells video set of “How to be a great infielder, Winning Pitching Drills and the Complete guide to Catching” for $120.

· Evaluations were held for Biddy and Midget level on February 29th.  All girls that attended were evaluated.  Girls who did not attend were placed in a blind draft.

· Game schedules have been determined.  They will be the following:

· JUNIOR- Mon & Wed at 6pm

· MIDGET-Tue & Fri at 6pm

· BIDDY-Thur & Sat at 6pm

· PONY-Sat at 9am

· Dale Hummer will conduct a coach’s clinic on March 11th at the Pohatcong School between 6-9pm for all league coaches to go over all League/ASA rules.  Attendance is mandatory for all head and primary assistant coaches at all levels except Pony.  The cost of the clinic is $10 per coach.  GTRC will cover.  This clinic is also necessary to become certified as an ASA Umpire.  All potential umpires must complete ASA certification; cost is $45 for 18 years and under and $50 for those over 18.

· At the March meeting, the league voted on new playing rules at the Junior Level.  They will play by ASA rules with one modification.  The coaches will have the option on game day to ply strictly by ASA rules, which consists of a running batting order and free substitution.  Girls will have the opportunity to bat even if they are not in the field.  There is no requirement for them to actually play a defensive field position.  Chris Luke made a motion that we should allow each player to play in the field for a minimum of two innings.

· League fees are due at the April Meeting.  The total amount is $525.  ($75 per team except Pony)  We have 7 teams that are subject to league fees.

· The PAGSL elected officers, they are the following:

· President – Jeff Drake

· Vice President – Phil Bissonnette

· Treasurer –Kelly Leveler

· Secretary – Laurie Kline

· Conducted a physical inventory on March 5th of equipment.  Order requests will be submitted to Dan Perez.

· Phil brought before the GTRC commission a problem concerning the softball draft and how it should proceed.  This was caused by the changes made to the playing levels.  It was decided to keep the same draft policy that was originally agreed upon.  Dan Perez made the motion, Debbie Winters seconded and it was approved 6 to 1.  For:  Dan Perez, Debbie Winters, Bob Hurte, Joe Cannavo, Rosemary Martin, Against: Chris Luke.

Wrestling – Chris Barna, Chairperson

· The 2nd Annual Grizzly Classic took place on March 5th.  Contestants came from New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  It was such a great turn out that many wrestlers had to be turned away.

· Tournament experienced some computer/printer glitches but it ran very smooth

· Heard complaints about the length of tournament.  This caused bouts to be backed up and people had t wait.

· Financial it brought in $12,000 with $8,000 being profit.  

· Program has some wrestlers competing in tournaments, some qualifying for the States.

· Several Greenwich wrestlers won or placed in our League Tournament.  We also had same success a Novice tournament in Alpha. Program had an outstanding wrestler.

· Approximate Tournament Totals:

· Registration- $8,235

· Admissions-$438

· 50/50 sales-$291

· The Commission is in agreement of recognizing Cliff (janitor) for his outstanding help and his contribution to our Recreational Commission.  Discussed sending him a special invite, giving him a check of $100 and a plaque stating our appreciation.

Matt Mosher (Commissioner)

· Hoop kids have concluded.  Matt extends thanks to John Gurski and the coaches of the hoop kids and three on three programs.  They made both programs huge successes.

· CBL concludes on March 16th, it appears that 7 of 10 boys and 4 of 6 girls teams will be in the playoffs. Playoffs begin on 3/20 and conclude on 3/28. Greenwich is hosting four games on 3/27 and four more on 3/27.

· Dan Perez will coordinate uniform collections

Bob Hurte (Secretary):

· Sports Banquet: Had announcement flyer printed and distributed by the Greenwich and Bloomsbury schools.  Print Plus copied it at a cost of $27.00.  P.H.S. Coach Rick Thompson is scheduled to speak at banquet.  Spoke with Armin from All Sports to introduce myself.  It will be the responsibility of each commission to purchase a door prize.
· Attended Bloomsbury Meeting on March 2, 2004.  Commission asked about Softball Schedule.  They are making several improvements to their fields.  Infield dirt and new railings on bleacher (Insurance purposes)

· Website update: Past minutes placed on site and corrections made to Softball link

Rosemary Martin (Commissioner): 
· Easter Egg Hunt advertised in the following: Greenwich Gazette, Greenwich Newsletter, weekly school newsletter, Express times, Free Press and Warren Reporter.
· The following municipal offices and employees notified:  Fire Department, Town Clerk, Emergency Squad, Police Department and Greenwich School.
· Presbyterian Church will let us use their parking lot and Lutheran will not.  (Insurance reasons)
· Many supplies in the Stecker storage shed.  Local business has also made donations.
· Other items need to be purchased.
· Joe Cannavo motioned to purchase items up to $500, Chris Luke seconded, all approved.
OLD BUSINESS

· Hamlin property update: Brian Visconti (Township Committeeman) Next meeting is 3/17 to discuss Green Acres funding.  Briefing at Township Meeting on 3/18.    Township is giving us $10,000 from the budget.

NEW BUSINESS

· Next Rec’ meeting on April 12, 2004.

· Updates for the Fall Newsletter on April 2, 2004

· Meeting adjourned at 10:40 pm.  Joe Cannavo made motion, Dan Perez seconded and all approved.

________________________                                                   ____________________________


Bob Hurte, Secretary





Dan Perez, President
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