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CALL TO ORDER

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 7:02 p.m., Monday 14, 2005 at the Township's Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Dan Perez.  
The following Commissioners were present:

Dan Perez – President 

Debbie Winters – Vice President (late)

Bob Hurte – Secretary 

Joe Cannavo – Commissioner

Rosemary Martin- Commissioner

Chris Luke- Commissioner

Chris Barna –Commissioner

Phil Bissonnette-Alternate Commissioner (late)

Elaine Marhold- Alternate Commissioner  

Public present:

Dominick Esposito-Softball Coordinator

Suzanne Esposito

Ericka Esposito

Courtney Esposito

Victoria Esposito

Chris Smith-Bloomsbury Recreation

John Murray-Baseball Coordinator

Paul Jefferies (USA Soccer)

Brian Hodges

Victor Freed

Brian Visconti – Township Liaison, Mayor

Greg Blaska- Deputy Mayor

SECRETARY'S REPORT

Monthly minutes for the February, 2005 meeting were approved.  Joe Cannavo motioned to accept, Debbie Winters seconded and all approved with Chris Luke abstaining.

TREASURER'S REPORT

No Report

PUBLIC FORUM

· Paul Jefferies spoke about the USA program and touched on a Coaches clinic that they have provided in the past.

· They will hold their camps at Stecker Field for camp

· There was a discussion concerning Travel and Recreation teams

· Paul mentioned friction from the two factions

· Chris Luke asked for the names of those who feel there is friction.  He stated that GTRC was not an active participant in this perceived clash.

· Left brochures about the programs

· Board to help in distribution of brochure.

· Brian Hodges
· Brian is the father of Emily, his 12-year-old daughter.

· Last season, he had a conflict with Emily’s coach Dom Esposito and requested that she play on teams coached by a different coach.  

· Case in point, Emily played for Dom in soccer, but was placed on Roy North’s team in basketball.

· Brian presented and read a letter addressed to the GRTC, questioning policy and procedures and motives.

· While he requested that Emily not play for Esposito in soccer, she was for some reason placed on his team.  Hodges’ decided not to protest.

· When basketball season approached, Emily was place n Roy North’s team to accomondate original request.

· When the softball season draft was taken, Emily was placed on Brooke Waldt’s team, which is mainly fifth grade players.  

· The Hodge family requested that their daughter play for Esposito so she could be on the same team as her friends.  When this accommodation could not be made, they requested that she be able to play up with the 13&14 year olds.  Unfortunately a short notice was given and Emily had a prior basketball game commitment and could not make the tryouts.  She was placed in a hat and drafter on Waldt’s team.

· Hodges questioning GTRC policy

· Dom Esposito, the Baseball chairman explained draft procedures, recourse not acceptable

· Mr. Hodges read a prepared letter, which is filed with GTRC questioning policy

· GTRC to discuss with Phil Bissonnette to for m decision

· Elaine Marhold
· Introduced as the newest GTRC commissioner

· Suzanne Esposito
· Presented Basket Bingo paperwork

· Chris Smith
· Discussed both Sports Banquet and Bloomsbury Baseball field

· Dan Perez
· Victor Freed 
· Is moving but still helping Roy North with the Adult basketball league, he will play on North’s team

SPORTS REPORTS BY COORDINATORS

Dominick Esposito, Softball Coordinator:

· 130 girls are registered for the program this year.
· Dominick will contact John Howell directly for any field maintenance needs for softball, IE: Greenwich School
· Utilize Stecker Field Snack stand for games held on Saturday
· Looking to maximize field usage at Stecker, Chris Luke will investigate
Indoor mat is in for Softball
.

John Murray, Baseball coordinator:

· Registration 2005
· As of this meeting, there are 266 players registered in the program.  There are still openings at each level.
· Should be 7 teams at 5-6 age levels, 6 at 7-8, 5 at 9-10, 4 at 11-12 and 2 at 13-14.
· Little League Update
· Fees $80 per team for T-ball, $104 for other levels
· PABC to provide background checks
· $82.50 to cover checks.  Anticipate more as season starts.
· Checks should be made out to Phillipsburg Little League
· Field changes for new LL rules, IE: Beatty Road
· The big field at Beatty to be used for practice and maybe Junior level games.  Mounds need to be changed.
· Stecker Field Items
· Need bids to remove dirt, excavating.  Also need volunteers to help with assembling bleachers and batting cages.  Need volunteers.
· Patches for Uniforms
· The estimated cost of sowing LL patches to uniforms is $2 per shirt
· Needed Equipment
· John attached and submitted list for equipment needs.
· Coaches approval
· Need approval:  Pete Husek, Mike Joseph, Frank Scott and Rob O’Donnell.  Rosemary made a motion to approve; Bob Hurte seconded the motion, all approved.
· Alpha players ages 13/14 requesting to join our program, which would be junior level.  Alpha will not have a program this year.
· Chris Luke suggested that we call Greenwich children who typically play to insure that they have first preference.
· Phillipsburg is putting together a travel team, CERBO to play on Sundays, games to be played between April 3 until June 15th.
Chris Barna- Wrestling Coordinator

· 3rd Annual Grizzly Tournament over.

· P.H.S. provided a great venue for the event.

· Only had 225 participants, Last year it was 400

· There were other tournaments to compete with in the area.

· `Breakdown of revenue:

· Admission: $1,243

· 50/50 sales       408 (Vel Johnson was the winner and donated it back to wrestling program)

· Glassware        328 (Tournament glasses donated by Bryan O’Rourke’s company)

· Registration   2,990 (in checks)

                              1,222 (in cash)

Christy Tighe- Cheerleading Coordinator:

· Basketball Cheerleading has ended.  The girls performed great!  Began with eight and ended with eight.  If a basketball team goes to the finals, cheerleaders will participate.  The squad will be performing in the Variety Show on April 22.
Commissioner Reports:

Elaine Marhold-

Pictures:  Waiting for a list from Sandy Doran.  This will enable pictures to be reprinted.  Wrestling, Cheerleading and Basketball pictures have been rec’d from Tony Doran. Still waiting for pictures from the lab.

Database: All baseball and softball information has been entered.  Sent Dominick Esposito request for coach’s application so they can be entered.

Cheerleading: Six of twelve cheerleaders performed their two dance routines to kick off the 3rd Annual Greenwich Grizzly Wrestling Tournament.  Notified Scott Parker that we will no longer need the Bloomsbury gym Squad might need some gym time to practice for Variety Show.  Will make request to Chris Luke.

Rosemary Martin- Commissioner 

· Easter Egg Hunt: 4,000 eggs were filled on March 13, 2005 by 16 volunteers

· Donations were:  Shop rite, Warren Lanes, Villa Roller Rink, All Sports.  270 stuffed animals were purchased last year to be used this year.  Eggs were filled with super balls, rings, stickers, Easter erasers, whistles, candy, etc.

· Rented tow “Spin Art” machines from Taylor Rental

· Stewartsville Fire Dept cooked hotdogs.

Bob Hurte- Secretary:

· Attended the Bloomsbury Rec Commission on March 1, 2005

· Next meeting on May 3, 2005

· The following are my “action items” for the upcoming Sports Banquet.
· Asked Brian Visconti to give the Mayor’s address
· Sent an email, awaiting for response
· Brian has replied that he would

· Contact Armin about plaques
· Spoke with Armin, he asks the sooner the better.
· Speak to Sue Esposito about doing the duffle bags
· She’ll be able to fill the order for us
· We will meet and choose the type of bag, within the $25-30 dollar range.
· I will order extras to build and inventory
· Contact school about the Honor Roll students at Stewartsville Elementary (Scott to provide Bloomsbury)
· Spoke to Donna Schilling on Thursday, March 10, 
· She is contacting the office at Stewartsville to send list electronically
· Received a hard copy list of 3/10/05

· Procure a speaker for the banquet
· Attempted to get Meghan Haughey for the event, she is coaching 12U AAU team that weekend
· Meghan provided some suggestions
· Asked for suggestions, I would like to have the speaker be someone from the girls sports program
· Also contacted Charlie Henshaw for suggestions
· Called P.H.S. and left information and sent an email for Carrie Saul, Varsity Field Hockey coach 
· Collected registration money for the event.
· Responses will be sent to Municipal building, Three response so far
· Going to speak with Chris Barna about getting the program printed.
· Chris is going to check with Sheridan Printing, they do the Wrestling program 
· Greenwich Township Umpires

· Clinic held at Pohatcong School on March 9, 2005

· Clinic was facilitated by Jed

· He did a great job

· Each umpire received 2005 Little League rule book and an umpire patch

· The clinic was well attended by our Greenwich umpires.  I have contacted 9 umpires

· Nick Carbone

· Vinnie Carbone

· Steven Hodge

· Matt Spieget

· Tyler Jones

· Cole Taggert 

· Kyle Johnson

· Mike Corman

· Wolfie Connel

· Planning on holding a umpires meeting at sometime in early April

· Have communicated with both John Murray and Dan Perez concerning the attire for our umpires.  At the clinic we were informed that they would need an actual uniform, which includes Dark Blue Shirt, gray pants, black shoes and blue cap.

· It was the opinion of John, Dan and myself that this was too much to ask from our umps, especially concerning their age.  We will purchase some type of dark blue shirts.

Township Liaison Report

· Brian Visconti and Greg Blaska in attendance
· Concerning the Stecker Field project
· ACTION ITEMS:
· GTRC has already spent $16K for Stecker project
· Greenwich Township TC needs 2004 bills submitted for 2005 budget
· TC requesting a need for an understanding of what and how much we are spending, copies of bills by October
· Need to formulate a project plan in writing
· Kim Viscomi – the contact for Insurance
· Mike Finelli- need to contact about our excavating plans
· Peter Joost – needs a copy of the formal narrative of what our project intentions
· Send plans to Brian Visconti for Greg Blaska
· Township Committee needs a value of equipment in our shed
· Also the Beatty shed
· Update each September
· Discussion of unfair treatment by B.O.E. and Greenwich schools
· We have an opportunity of hosting CBL playoffs at our school
· 8 of 15 Greenwich teams are in the playoffs
· In fact two teams are playing against each other
· Usage of school issues
· The school has turned downed our request for hosting CBL playoffs
· We have offered to pay additional fees
· Denying to us that the Church is using school at this time
· GTRC has questions of the reasons that we are bumped
· The following is Tier Level Schedule
· PTO
· GTRC
· Everyone else
· We have never used the tier level status to voice complaints.
Old Business:  Addressed during closed session
New Business: Joe Cannavo handed in his resignation.
Regular meeting closed at 11:22

Closed session was held at beginning of regular meeting.

________________________                                                   ____________________________


Bob Hurte, Secretary





Dan Perez, President
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