GREENWICH TOWNSHIP RECREATION COMMISSION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

May 9, 2005


CALL TO ORDER:

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors for the Greenwich Township Recreation Commission was called to order at 8:20, May 9, 2005 at the Greenwich Township Municipal Building.  The presiding board member was Dan Perez.

The following Commissioners were present:

Dan Perez, President

Debbie Winters, Vice President

Bob Hurte, Secretary (Late)

Rosemary Martin, Commissioner

Chris Barna, Commissioner

Phil Bissonnette, Commissioner

Elaine Marhold, Alternate Commissioner

Public present:

Tom Decker, Bloomsbury Recreation

Greg Blaska-Township liaison

Dominick Esposito-Softball and Soccer Coordinator

Secretary’s Report

Monthly minutes for April & May were presented and approved.  Minutes for Closed session were accepted after corrections were made. (Minutes to be discussed in closed session)

· A motion was made by Dan Perez to accept the March minutes, seconded by Rosemary Martin and approved by all

· A motion was made by Dan Perez to accept the April minutes, seconded by Chris Barna and approved by all

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer’s report was given by Dan Perez and approved by all.

Public Forum

*Notes taken by Dan until Bob Hurte attended.

Bloomsbury Rec’ Issue:

· Tom Decker was at meeting to represent Bloomsbury.  

· Bloomsbury needs a snack stand schedule, they are ready for operation

· Bloomsbury will get “no show” fees for their snack stand

· Bloomsbury will handle kinder kickers registration at their school, no late fee at this level.

· Greenwich is holding its annual Sports Picnic on June 5th; ask for volunteers from Bloomsbury Rec.

· As has been mentioned at other meetings, the problem at the lower Bloomsbury field and loss of balls on fouls will be corrected by extra balls for replacement will be kept in the equipment box.

Township Liaison:

· Greg Blaska representing the Township Committee.
· Recreation Fields monies are being cut from 2.25 to 1.85 million.  A loss of $400K
· Rosemary Martin asked about the rational behind the cut.  
· Greg Blaska explained that a dollar amount was set, so to determine how much was placed into the budget for the down payment of 5% is needed for all of the capital projects.  The capital projects include: Sidewalks, bike path, REC’ fields, Firehouse and they are hoping to bond for 7 million.  
· Need to preserve 100 acres for municipal projects that cannot be a part of Green Acres money
· There was a discussion on the emergency access road.  Dan Perez raised the question of why the cost could not be split between the Recreation Board and the school.  
· The status of the capital projects is as follows: There were 4 votes to appropriate the funds but only 3 votes to spend money on the projects.
· Also the town has the down payment for the projects but the balance needs to be bonded and that is why 4 votes are needed at the vote on the 7 million dollar bond.
Commissioner Reports

Dan Perez, President:

· Stecker field improvement project has been completed.  The excavation was done by Brian Plushansky for $1,600 and did a great job.  The GTRC will recommend his services to other recreation boards.

· Looking to add a concrete pad for the home team grandstands.  We have received a bid of $1,600.

· Softball pitching machine has come in

· John Howell has set pegs for the Greenwich School Softball field, did a good job.

· Reminder to attend the Greenwich BOE to be held on May 25, 2005 at 7:30 in the multi purpose room at Greenwich School.

· Try to encourage a large turnout.

· Purpose is to discuss the validness of the school’s new proposed policy if police presence and bond placement.

· Next Registration dates:

· May 14th and May 17th
· Picture day at the park on May 14th
· Hackettstown Community Band, a 35 piece unit is requesting that they play at our park on July 28, a Thursday, 7to 8.  Greg Blaska thinks that would be acceptable.  T.C. needs to approve.  The concert would be free.

· Two sports injuries so far during current baseball season.  

· Coaches for baseball that need to be approved: Charles Daniels (Corman)

· Chuck Vitale (VanNatta)

· Chris Figler (Steihler)

· Sean Cody (Steihler)

· Brad Countryman (Connell)

· Bob Drzewiecki (Connell)

· Robin Smith (Smith)

· Mike Barna (VanNatta)

· Dan Perez motioned to approve, Chris Barna seconded, approved by all.

Bob Hurte, Secretary:

· The All Sports Banquet was a success

· The Almond Tree Banquet Center was an excellent venue.  The food was very good and service exceptional.

· I want to thank the following people:

· Thanks to Banquet committee: Scott Parker, Chris Smith, Elaine Marhold and Chris Barna.  Thanks to Dan Perez  and Debbie Winters for their added help.

· The speakers did a wonderful job:

· Thanks to Carrie Saul, Mayors Peck & Visconti, Dan Perez & Scott Parker

· Thanks to Sheridan Printing and Scott Parker with the program

· Thanks to Sue Esposito for the great job on the duffle bags

· Armin did his normal exceptional job with the plaques

· Bloomsbury Recreation Meeting:

· Bloomsbury Ball Fields

· September 10th is Bloomsbury’s Centennial Celebration

· An incident at the Bloomsbury field (It will be discussed at 

Closed Session)

· Bloomsbury might need to charge us a nominal fee for the usage of the janitor at their school’s gym.  Fee that was discussed was $10.00.  

· Asked that someone from our commission attend the Kindergarden orientation at their school.

· GTRC Web site:

· 4/26: current newsletter placed on it

· 4/24: basketball survey

Sport’s Coordinators Reports

Dominick Esposito- Softball and Soccer Coordinator:

Softball Program:

· Both the Lafayette and Army players and coaches held a free softball clinic for Greenwich Softball program on April 17th at Lafayette College. 
· A photographer attended and pictures were put on a CD
· The season has started for the junior, Midgets and the Pony level will begin in a week.
· While the program anticipated an umpire problem, things have been smooth.
· There have been rave reviews on new softball field at the Greenwich School.
· At end of season an inventory of uniforms and equipment to be taken.
· Tournament on June 25th and 26th has been running smoothly.
Soccer Program:

· Dominick Esposito and Chris Butler to attend meeting with TRAYS.

· Two proposed divisions

· All Boys

· No more than 25% boys

· This division will probably consist of Harmony, 2 Greenwich, Holy Name and Del Val

· Registration is 50 signups so far

Charlie Henshaw- Field Hockey Coordinator:

· Pohatcong is considering starting its own program but has decided to stay with us for one more year.
· Sent sign-up papers to Margaret Butler
· Amy Sandlin has requested that we move our games back to the church field.
· It will be easier for her to attend, because of her having twins and the proximity to her home.
· Also Canada Geese have proposed a problem with the Greenwich field.
Old Business: 

· Rosemary Martin: comments on the Easter Egg Hunt
· Discussion concerning CBL playoff incident.  Result, league wants to suspend the coaches from both schools involved.
· Debbie brought to the board’s attention the following uniform concerns
· Nick Largo has not returned his Junior Baseball uniform, he should not be allowed to practice
· Tiller boy playing Minor League, shouldn’t be allowed to play, his mother did not show up for snack duty.
New Business:

· Items to be discussed during Closed Session
* Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 AM 
____________________________________                             ___________________________________

Bob Hurte, Secretary




Dan Perez, President
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