January 15, 2004

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Frank Marchetta, Deputy Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Brian Visconti, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Absent from the meeting:  Committeeman Visconti

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

         Regular Minutes:  November 13, 2003, December 12, 2003, December 18, 2003

         Executive Session:  December 18, 2003

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

FIRST READING / ORDINANCE 2004-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER VII, TRAFFIC, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, REGARDING LEFT-TURN PROHIBITION

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve for first reading Ordinance 2004-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Gregory Della Pia informed the Committee that worksheets have been distributed to the head of the municipal departments for 2004 municipal budget preparation.  He informed that the worksheet is due back to him by January 21st so that he can start inputting the figures into the budget.  He also informed that the liaison of each department would need to go over the worksheets with the heads of the department prior to submittal.  The Township Auditors will be coming January 22nd to perform the close out of the 2003 budget.  After this work is completed he informed that he would have a better understanding as to where the Township stands financially for 2004.

Resolutions

2004-21 Tax Lien

2004-22 Transfer Appropriations

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the above listed Resolutions.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Marchetta

Community Day

Mayor Marchetta informed that September 18, 2004 has been set for Community Day.

Welcome to Greenwich Sign Committee

Mayor Marchetta informed that he would like to form a subcommittee to work on looking into how much these signs cost, possible sponsoring, how many are needed and the design.  He informed that he is looking into getting members on this committee for next month meeting.  If anyone knows of someone that would be willing to be on this committee to contact him.

Environmental Commission

Chairman Barry Glassman spoke with the Committee regarding a grant that was received for $1,500 to review ordinances.  He informed that he would like to form a subcommittee to assist with this project.  They would be looking at riparian buffer and stream ways.  He stated that we are one of two townships that were awarded this grant in the region.  The subcommittee would consist of Barry Glassman, Helio Carvalho, Michael Finelli and Brian Visconti. 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the subcommittee with the names as listed.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Chairman Glasssman informed the Committee that there are funds available for the NJDOT fines because of excessive runoff into the Musconetcong River.  He stated that this is because of the construction of the weigh station.  The NJDEP issued a violation to NJDOT of $50,000.  The NJDOT is paying half of the fine and using the other half towards a supplemental program.  On January 6th he attended a meeting with the Musconetcong Watershed Association.  He informed that we are at a point that $25,000 could be used if NJDOT selects some the ideas that affect Greenwich Township.  There is another meeting scheduled for January 23rd with the Musconetcong Watershed Association to work on additional ideas for use of the funding money.  This money has to go towards a tangible use regarding the Musconetcong River.  

Hamlen Property

Mayor Marchetta informed that the Committee will have to make a decision soon as to how much land the Township is going to take out of the Green Acres funding regarding this property.

Resolution 2004-20
COAH One-year Extension

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2004-20

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Mosquito Extermination

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement regarding spraying for Mosquito in the Township.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Township Newsletter

Mayor Marchetta is working on the newsletter.  He informed that the newsletter would have a calendar with all the important dates.  Focus is also going to be on the various departments in the Township and what they do.  

Ad hoc Recreation & Park Development

Mayor Marchetta informed that last Monday Steve Babula did a presentation to the recreation committee regarding the complex.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 21st where Dawn Marie Kondas will have a representative from Green Acres to discuss funding.  Bob Hurte has resigned from this committee.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to accept the resignation of Bob Hurte from the Ad hoc Recreation & Park Development Committee with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Township Website

Mayor Marchetta informed that this topic would be discussed at the February 19th meeting.

Resolution 2004-23
School Board Recognition Month

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2004-23

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

School Board Shared Services

Committeeman Blaszka provided to the Committee articles for the New Jersey Municipalities magazine on how the Township and the School in Milburn Township are working together on playing fields.  He said that the Township is working in the right direction with shared shares.  There is a meeting scheduled for Monday regarding shared services.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked him if he could get from the school previously requested information regarding snow plowing and grass cutting starting from 1997.  

Green Acres Funding

Committeeman Blaszka informed that it was reported in the Star Ledger newspaper that the Governor had signed a bill appropriating 1.3 million dollars towards Green Acres funding.  The Township to date has received two rounds of funding for $400,000 each.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

NAPA Sewer Request

Auto Spa

These two items on agenda have been moved to executive session.

SEWER UTILITY BUDGET

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed Township ordinance requires that before sewer rates are set there needs to be a review.  Currently the bills are mailed in January for all 4 quarters of the calendar year.  It is not appropriate, because there should be a review of the financials and the sewer budget is not adopted until April/May.  She recommended that first billing be due March 1st.  She recommended that the collector send out for 2 quarters this time and then work on the sewer budget and if change is needed then there would be an opportunity to amend the 3rd and 4th quarters and also send out for 1st quarter in 2005.   

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani that the sewer collector sent out sewer bills for the first two quarters of 2004.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated for the record that regarding the reorganization meeting she was in California and she did not boycott the meeting.

Committeewoman Emiliani

Police Department

Ordinance regarding No Over Night Truck Parking/Commercial Center

This will be addressed at February meeting.

Resolution 2004-19
Cops in Shop/Grant

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2004-19

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Animal Control Officer

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that there would be a rabies clinic held on January 17th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm at the municipal building.

Municipal Court

Computer / Internet Services

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the purchase of a computer for the court in an amount not to exceed $1,700.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

New Firehouse/Capital Projects

A capital projects meeting was scheduled for January 22nd at 7:30 P.M.

Fire Department

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that remediation of the existing facility is needed.  The air quality issues and the Chief’s offices need to be taken care of per PEOSHA.  She informed that Troy is getting some prices for air purifiers and also quotes will be solicited for the Chief’s office.  Committeeman Blaszka informed that he would like to work with Elaine on this project.  

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Fire Company will be hold a Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance at the Almond Tree Manor on February 14th.

Committeewoman Emiliani discussed with the Committee the existing plans for the new firehouse.  She stated that the plans that have been considered should remain the way they are.  Blaszka had asked the Architect to do a room-by-room analysis to examine cost factors for this building.  At this time no formal approval has been given as to the layout of the building.  

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Committee that she also was out of town during the reorganization meeting and did not boycott the meeting.  

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· This item has been discussed numerous times at length over the past several years.  At the Township’s Special Meeting on December 22, 2003, he gave an updated presentation on the project to the Township Committee.  There were some questions raised by the Committee as to the viability of the most current concept.  He recommended that at some point in the not-too-distant future, the Township Committee should decide whether or not they intend to continue to pursue this project.  If the decision is to abandon the project, we need to communicate that with the County, NJDOT and Lopatcong Township.  If the Township intends to continue to pursue the project, we should maintain contact with the affected property owners in an effort to quantify the potential costs to the Township to secure the necessary ROW associated with the “new” realignment.

· The Township was awarded a third grant in the amount of $150,000.00 as part of our recent application to the NJDOT through the Transportation Trust Fund.  This brings the total grant award for the Stryker’s Road project to $478,000.00.

· As you are aware, the traffic signal at the Dumont Road/County Route 519 intersection has been activated.  The Township Committee needs to adopt an ordinance, which revises and amends the previous ordinance, which modified Section 7-10 to establish the existing left turn restriction for the Dumont Road to County Route 519 South left turning movement.  It is my understanding that Attorney Jost will be preparing an ordinance to be considered for first reading at the January 15, 2004 Committee Meeting.

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS (no change since December report)

· Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

· This is the remaining phase within Greenwich Chase yet to be dedicated.  Toll Brothers has not contacted our office recently regarding any outstanding issues, which may exist relative to the Township’s acceptance of this phase of the development.  He informed that Toll Brothers will be pursuing this in the near future and potential dedication of this final section could occur within the next few months.

· Wyndham Farm

· Separate letters have been sent by Attorney Jost (9/19/03) and his office (9/26/03), respectively, to M. Rieder Companies, which outlined the outstanding work to be completed, and the timeframes associated with same in an effort towards dedication of the subdivision and acceptance of the improvements by the municipality.  As of the date of this report, none of the work, as listed in either Attorney Jost’s or our office’s letters, has been completed.  In fact, there has been no interaction between our office and M. Rieder Companies since mid-September, 2003.

3. GREENFIELDS @ GREENWICH, SECTION III

· Attorney Jost will update the Township Committee on the status of this project and pending dedication at the January 15, 2004 meeting.
4. HAMLEN PROPERTY

· As previously requested, his office prepared a plan, which depicted various out parcel options (7, 10, 15 and 20 Ac.) for a municipally owned portion of the overall 114 Ac. tracts.  This plan has been reviewed and discussed at previous Township Committee Meetings.  The Township Committee must still render a decision on how large of an out parcel they may wish to extract from the overall tract.  Attorney Jost will need to advise the Committee on the timing for making this decision.

5.
PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP) (no change since December report)

· His office previously completed the Phase II Sanitary Sewer Flow Build-out Analysis as required by the NJDEP.  This report was forwarded to the NJDEP on July 16, 2003.  All members of the Township Committee were previously provided a copy of this report.  A brief summary of the status of this project was provided by me at the July 17, 2003 Committee Meeting.  At this juncture, he is still waiting for the NJDEP to issue a summary report, which will combine the information supplied by each of the five (5) respective municipalities.

6. PENDING NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· Previously this year, he provided a cursory synopsis of the pending regulations and distributed an informational handout to the Township Committee.  It is my understanding that the regulations have been adopted and are slated to take effect sometime in February 2004.  The Township will be notified subsequent to the adoption of the regulations in order for the Township to submit the required application form to the NJDEP.  Compliance with these regulations is mandatory.  He will continue to keep you apprised as he gathers more information regarding these regulations.
7. WASHINGTON STREET WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTION

· He spoke with County Engineer Dave Hicks regarding his thoughts on the feasibility of implementing a weight limit restriction on Washington Street.  As you may recall, Washington Street was a County road for many years and was just conveyed to the Township in the late 1990s.  Based upon that fact, he felt it was appropriate to get Mr. Hicks’ input on this matter.  Mr. Hicks suggested that the Township request to use the County traffic counters in order to determine the number, frequency and type of trucks, which traverse Washington Street on a daily basis.  Mr. Hicks advised me that the County would offer the counters to the Township at no cost and that the counters not only document number of vehicles, but also types of vehicles.  With that information in hand, we would be in a better and more informed position to consider a weight limit restriction for Washington Street.

· At the December 18, 2003 Committee Meeting, the Committee authorized his office to coordinate with the County Engineering Department regarding the placement of the traffic counters.  The County has advised that it would be preferable to wait until spring to perform the counts.  At this juncture, we will continue to coordinate this matter with the County and advise the Township Committee of its progress as we proceed.

8. REGISTRATION OF TOWNSHIP SANITARY SEWER FORCE MAIN (no change since December report)

· He originally informed the Township of this matter in our August 14, 2003 Engineer’s Report as a result of an inquiry from the Warren County Engineer’s Office.  The matter can be summarized as follows:

· The Township’s Force Main, which runs from, the pump station located at the end of Tyler Circle (Greenwich Chase) and adjacent to County Route 519 to the Phillipsburg Sewage Treatment Plant is not registered under the State’s “one call” underground utility registration program.  Any potential damage to our Force Main caused by an outside contractor who was unaware of the location and/or existence of this main could be extremely troublesome to the Township and all sanitary sewer users within the Township.

· His office recently corresponded with Jon Hartzell of Consumers New Jersey Water Company (ref. December 8, 2003 letter) regarding their involvement and responsibilities in this process.  George Baldwin of our office is continuing to coordinate with Mr. Hartzell and complete the required registration information.

9. CAPITAL FACILITIES PLANNING

· A Special Meeting was held on December 22, 2003 where Tom Kocubinski and I provided a review of the work performed to date and a synopsis and cost estimates of the various options available to the Township in the matter of future capital facilities planning and construction.

· It is his understanding that there is a tentative meeting of the Capital Facilities Planning Committee set for January 22, 2004.  He will continue to coordinate with the Committeewoman and liaison Elaine Emiliani.

10. GREENWICH CHASE, SECTIONS IV, VI & VIII

· His office recently forwarded maintenance bond punchlist letters to Toll Brothers on December 11, 2003 for each respective section listed above.  Each of the three (3) letters were copied to Toll Brothers bonding company, Continental Insurance.  George Baldwin of our office has been coordinating with Toll Brothers regarding completion of the repairs in question.  It is his understanding that a portion of the work has been recently completed.  He will continue to keep the Committee apprised of the status of these repairs and the maintenance bond repairs in the other previously dedication sections.

11. RINEHART PROPERTY / FUTURE POST OFFICE

· Peter Jost and Engineer Finelli attended a meeting with representatives of the Post Office on December 4, 2003.  Mr. Jost has previously forwarded a synopsis memo of this meeting to all Township Committee Members.  He  met with the Post Office’s architect, Yong-Chol Chyun, on December 16, 2003 to review the development potential of this property as well as to provide Mr. Chyun with an overview of the municipal site plan approval process.  At the December 18, 2003 Township Committee Meeting, he provided the Township Committee with an update regarding my  meeting with Mr. Chyun.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Troy Rush – Informed the Committee that the date set for Community Day conflicts with the Firemen.  He stated that the Firemen’s Convention in Wildwood is held during the weekend of  9/18/04.  Mayor Marchetta informed that they would set another date for Community Day, possibly 9/25/04.

Brooke Waldt – Informed the Committee that there is equipment on residential property being stored.  He said that there was a backhoe and trailer on the property for over a month.  Mayor Marchetta will contact the Zoning Officer.

As there was no other public comment, Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close public comment.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to take a five-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to come back from recess and reopen the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

**** Committeeman Visconti participated in Executive Session via speakerphone ****

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to hire Shawn Carmody as Patrolman 1st class at a salary of $61,857.96 effective 2/1/04.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to have an appraisal done on the D’Angelo property at a fee not to exceed $3,000.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to pay Eloise Hagaman Tax Assessor $30.00 for each unit regarding COAH fees.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli that David Barretto, Zoning Officer will be collecting the COAH fees pending revision to Ordinance

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to approve the raffles license for 2/14/04—50/50 – Fire Company and also for 3/6/04 – 50/50 – Recreation.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to hire Maser Consulting for $22,000 for the Hamlen property.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize the Mayor to sign the Township Engineer and Township Attorney contracts for 2004.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adjourn the meeting at 12:50 PM.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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