
January 16, 2003
7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi

The Flag Salute was repeated

The Sunshine Law was read as follows:  "Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and the Phillipsburg Free Press, 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of December 19, 2002, December 31, 2002, January 01, 2003 Regular  Minutes

2. Approval of Executive Session Minutes of:  December 19, 2002

      3.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector


Planning Board 

Municipal Court


Police Report


Building Department Report

4. Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve items #3 and #4 of the Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:  Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:             None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve items #1 and #2 (Township Minutes & Executive Session Minutes)

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Marchetta

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

CFO, Gregory Della Pia informed the Committee that the budget requests previously given to all department heads are in the process of being submitted to the Township Clerk.  Once all budget requests are submitted they will be put into a packet for the Committee to review.  The budget packets should be ready by the beginning of next week.  He recommended to the Committee that the Committee Liaisons should discuss budget requests for 2003 with their departments prior to the February 1st budget meeting scheduled for 9:00 A.M.  Della Pia also informed that the Township Auditor will be at the Township to close the 2002 records and also to conduct their preliminary audit.  He informed that they will be at the municipal building on January 23rd and January 24th.  The Auditor has requested a tentative meeting date of February 6th to meet with the Township Committee.

CFO, Della Pia presented to the Committee for approval Resolution 2003-21 – Municipal Tax Lien Redemption

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2003-21

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

1.
Discussion regarding revision to the Snow Plowing Ordinance

Township Attorney Jost prepared a revised snow plowing ordinance which included additional enforcement and identified areas regarding treating the roadways when it snows or if there is an ice accumulation.  It also regulates the procedures if the developer should default in their responsibility.

Did not introduce/ will introduce at Feb budget meeting.

2.
Discussion regarding formal policy pertaining to property damage during snow removal by Township DPW employees.

Attorney Jost informed the Committee that there should be a clear definite policy related to this issue.  The Committee directed the Attorney to prepare a policy for adoption at the next budget meeting.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

1.  Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that there is nothing to update, the project is one hold for the time being.  He informed that Walt Lublanecki reported that all the traffic counts have been taken. He informed the Committee that he attended a meeting with the County to discuss alternatives.  Finelli informed that Mr. Lublanecki will be providing a report to the Committee  the week before the February meeting.

2.  Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phase 7


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm




North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South Side (Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed that there is nothing to report at this time.

3.  Updated Farmland Preservation Plan


Finalization pending receipt of comments from Committee

Engineer Finelli provided to the Committee members an updated colored map.  This map indicates the farmland lot and inventory number, lists the owner of the property and the acreage of the property.  The colored legend indicates the preservation status as of January 2003.

4.  Greenwich Center


Update on Project Construction, Phases I & II


Phase I Blasting Impacts Analysis:  Award of Contract

Engineer Finelli informed that Applebee’s Restaurant is now open.  Pier I Imports  will be coming to the planning board for amended site plan.

Phase I Blasting Impacts Analysis.  Engineer Finelli informed that he has obtained three proposals.  The work will be done through Finelli’s office and the bills will be paid out of developers escrow.  He recommended to the Committee to hire Maser Consulting.  They include meetings and direct interaction with the affected property owners.  Lowe’s will be responsible for the payment of this service.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to hire Maser Consulting for the Phase I Blasting Impacts Analysis to be paid out of developers escrow for Greenwich Center.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

5.  Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revision Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that there is nothing to report at this time.  He has had no response from FEMA regarding the revision status.  

6.  Greenwich Street/Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing Update


Franklin Township Warning Beacon

Engineer Finelli informed that the field work is complete.  He has forwarded this information to Walt Lublanecki to do the design work.  He informed that he will be forwarding different kinds of beacons to the Committee for consideration.  Finelli assured the Committee that the design would be done and March and should be in a position to go to bid.  All information will be forwarded to the Committee for review in February.

7.  Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he is proceeding with the design of this project.  He informed that the problem area previously discussed, George from his office has an idea that might work out getting across the bike path area.  He will update the Committee at the February meeting on the status of this project.


8.  Maintenance Bond Inspections

 
Greenwich Chase, Phase I

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he sent out correspondence to Toll Brothers informing that of the default on the bond.  He informed that Toll Brothers has requested a six-month extension of the bond.  By allowing the extension they assured that they will clean up everything in the springtime when the weather is warmer.  Finelli recommended to the Committee to accept their proposal to allow for the extension of the bond for another six months to allow them to complete their work.  Attorney Jost informed that the bonding company will need to provide an extension on the bond for an additional six months.  Engineer Finelli will request from the developer an amendment to their new maintenance bond.  Attorney Jost will review the amended Maintenance Bond.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to authorize the extension of the Maintenance Bond for Greenwich Chase Phase I pending the approval of the review of Attorney Jost.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

9.  Phillipsburg Regional Wastewater Management Plan (WMP) Update

Engineer Finelli reported that there is a meeting scheduled for 2/4/03 with all the municipal engineers to review the status of each towns mapping and coordinate the municipal boundaries.  

10.  Dumont Road & Stryker’s Road Turning Movement Restrictions


Pending NJDOT Approval

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he received a letter today giving approval for the turning movement restrictions.  He informed that we are now in a position to put up the signs indicating the movement restrictions, however, he informed that the stripping would have to wait until the weather warms up.  

Added On: 

Engineer Finelli informed that he received a package from the Carmel Group/Engineers for Dowel Associates requesting for him to review a NJDOT Road Opening Application for their future crossing of Route 78 for their project.  He informed that further action needed would be the Mayor’s signature and Resolution of approval.  Engineer Finelli will send information to the Committee to review for potential future action. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Greg Blaszka

1.  Township Insurance

Mayor Blaszka informed that the revised renewal policy for Recreation has been received.  He informed that the insurance policy has additional coverage for volunteers who assist with the Recreation program.  The additional expense for this coverage is $300.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Mayor Blaszka to sign the documents regarding renewal of policies.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2.  Warren County Mosquito Commission

Mayor Blaszka informed the Committee that he has received notification from the Warren County Mosquito Commission regarding participation in their program.  It was noted that the Township participates in this program every year.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize Mayor Blaszka to sign the contract

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

3.  Warren County Strategic Growth Plan Update

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Warren County Strategic Growth Plan has been underway since August 2002, and will be completed by June 30, 2003.  A set of draft goals to guide development and transportation has been developed. The next phase of the process is to present a buildout analysis based on existing municipal zoning and county plans.  It was noted that all municipalities should have a voice in the planning process and official representation from our municipality is needed.  Mayor Blaszka presented Resolution 2003-19 designating Mayor Blaszka, Committeewoman Pasquarelli, Planning Board Chair Doris Rayna and Planning Board member Thomas Bolger to this Committee.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt Resolution 2003-19

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

4.  Procedural Matters

CFO, Gregory Della Pia presented to the Committee at the request of the Mayor procedures for payment of monthly bills.  He stated that all Committee members would be required to sign vouchers for all departments that they are responsible for prior to the Township meeting.  The vouchers will be ready for signature the Friday prior to the meeting.  All Department Heads will be responsible for signing off on the vouchers for their department.  The process of payments of vouchers will be for the Committee to sign vouchers prior to the meeting, the Mayor will sign all vouchers the Saturday following the Thursday meeting, the Accounts payable assistant will process checks the Sunday following the Thursday meeting, CFO will sign vouchers and all checks (1) one week after meeting and finally the Clerk’s Assistant will send all payments out in the mail the following day.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she will sign the vouchers after the meeting prior to the Mayor signing.  She stated that vouchers continue to come in the week of the meeting and she recommended that they are not held off until the following month. There was discussion regarding designating a second Township meeting for the payment of vouchers and emergency issues.  It was determined that if the need arose a meeting would be scheduled, however there was no decision to mandate a second meeting.  Mayor Blaszka spoke with the Committee regarding changing the agenda structure related to Public Comment Period.  There was discussion regarding the pro’s and con’s of changing the structure.  It was decided to change the structure to the beginning of the meeting on a trial basis.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to change the public comment period from the end of the meeting to the beginning on a trial basis.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

5. Township Committeeman Vacancy

Mayor Blaszka informed that three names have been submitted for the replacement of Dominick Esposito.  Jeff Mallory, Jim Adams, and Jeff Pruneau.  There was discussion regarding picking a replacement for this position.  It was determined that no decision could be made at this time to vote on a replacement.  

6. Discussion regarding coordinating volunteer services of youth groups, young adults                        for community service projects for the Township. 

Mayor Blaszka informed the Committee that formulate a volunteer services for youth groups, young adult for community service project for the Township.  He stated that many of the groups have requirements in their programs for community service.  He would like to have them work doing various tasks at the municipal building.  He would like to have Sheila Oberly be the Coordinator for this project and he would be the Liasion.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka authorizing the Community Service program.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani

1.  Municipal Court


Construction for Chambers

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Committee that one of the recommendations by the Superior Court of New Jersey is to install an emergency exit door for the Judge from the meeting room.  She advised that specifications have been drafted and bids submitted for this project.  The lowest bid received was from Thomas Andrews Carpenter/Contractor in the amount of $920.00.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to award the project to Thomas Andrews in the amount of $920.00 with a certificate of insurance to be provided prior to construction.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2.  Police Department Activity

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that Chief Willever indicated that the Township received a letter from the Department of Labor and Public Safety for an order to comply.  She will speak with the Chief and also Committeeman Marchetta regarding the building issues that will need to be resolved.

3.  Firehouse Plans

Committeewoman Emiliani reported that the firehouse subcommittee that they are working with the Architect on the needs of the new firehouse and working on the plans for construction.  She stated that the flood plan issues directly effect the planning of this new building.  

3. Fire Department – Authorization of Blue Light permits for the following:

            Phil Carlton, Troy Rush, Ron Swingle, Shawn Bachman

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the above listed blue light permits

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

1. Planning Board

a. Update

b. Master Plan Revision

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that their last meeting we had a concept plan presented for a proposed commercial building on the corner of Greenwich Street and Route 22.  She informed that their was discussion last year about the need to make a revision on our Master Plan to bring it up to our current zoning ordinances, which was not completed last year.  She informed that she is going to proceed with talking to Engineer Finelli about his office making some minor modifications relative to this and later on through budget meetings discussion for a more comprehensive revision.

2. Municipal Planner

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that the Township does not have a Municipal Planner. She will be working with Engineer Finelli on obtaining recommendations for retaining one.

3. Sewer Subcommittee

a. Upcoming Meeting

b. Current Issues

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that a meeting is scheduled for the end of the month.  The meeting agenda will be to discuss current issues and current allocations and requests for allocations.  After this review is completed, she will update the Committee at a future Township meeting.  She also informed that this is the time of year when traditionally the sewer utility bills are mailed out.  She informed that the bills will be sent out for ¼ only to allow the subcommittee to review the current ordinance and make any necessary changes in the fee structure.

4. Township Website

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed site has utilized all of its available space that we are currently purchasing.  Additional space was added in October and she discovered that this was not paid for. She recommended purchasing additional space.

5. Safe Kids Playground Grant

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that the equipment installation is completed.  The Road Department will be adding railroad ties and mulch around the equipment.  

6. Weigh Station

a. Update

b. Approve Resolution of Protest – Resolution 2003-20

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2003-20

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

1. Road Crew Update

a. Status of Disabled Truck

b. Contract Negotiations

Committeeman Marchetta reported that the Mason Dump truck experienced a problem with the Transmission.  This is the second time that there has been a problem.  The cost to repair the vehicle is $3,038.   As of December 31st of 2001, the Road Crew has been operating without a new contract.  

2. Quality of Life Issues

Committeeman Marchetta informed that he had a meeting with the Township Zoning Officer to discuss issues that have been brought to his attention.  He informed that there is a dangerous trend in the township where residents are putting up temporary swimming pools that are three feet high.  Currently our ordinance only covers pools that are over four feet high requiring fencing.  He is requesting that we authorize our Township Attorney to look into an ordinance that would cover this potentially dangerous situation.  The is also an issue regarding Real Estate signs.  He stated we do have an ordinance which only allows signs on the private property of the home being sold.  He has directed the Zoning Officer to enforce this ordinance, the first offense is followed by a letter of violation from the Zoning Officer, if the violation continues after 15 days of receipt of the letter we can sign a complaint against them.  He stated that there is also a potential problem with residents putting ponds into their yards.  He stated that the ponds could be just as dangerous as a swimming pool.  He is requesting that the Attorney to research this issue.

3. Greenwich Station Zoning violations

Committeeman Marchetta reported that Greenwich Station is currently operating with  several zoning violations.  First he is going to give them the opportunity to correct the violations before complaints are filed.  He requested that the Mayor send them a letter with all of the violations and requesting immediate action.  He would like to set up a meeting with Greenwich Station representatives, Township Engineer, Zoning Officer, Mayor and Committeeman Marchetta and a recording secretary.  Engineer Finelli stated that the only involvement that he has with Greenwich Station is to administer with them a couple of loose ends with Toll Brothers.  Mayor Blaszka recommended that instead of setting up a meeting that the Zoning Officer, and Marchetta go out on a visit to Greenwich Station with their list of violations and review with the Manager of HomeDepot.  

4. Cable TV Contract

This will be discussed in Executive Session

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Ray Tannella of Austin Circle – informed that Committee that he is working with the Engineer in getting the problems corrected with the drainage at his development. Thanked the Committee for their help.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract Negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

       Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

______________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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