January 18, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Guy Fleming, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak.  Also in attendance were Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Kimberly Viscomi.  Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli arrived at 7:35PM


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

Presentation of awards to undefeated soccer team #2

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of:   November 09, 2000; November 30, 2000, 

                            December 21, 2000,  January 01, 20001 Minutes

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve the above listed minutes.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed;

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Approval of:  October 10, 2000 and December 02, 2000 Minutes

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the above listed minutes.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Esposito, Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector



Planning Board

Municipal Court



Police Report


Building Department

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve items #2, and #3 of the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Ordinance 2001-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, ZONING AND ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR THE CITING AND CONSTRUCTION OF TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS AND ANTENNAS

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-01.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Ordinance 2001-02

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH AND THE OWNERS OF LANDS WITH RESPECT TO THE MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FACILITIES

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-02

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Both Ordinance 2001-01 and Ordinance 2001-02 are to be submitted to the Planning Board for review and will be considered for adoption at the March Township meeting.

Ordinance 2001-03

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1998-02, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND AND LEVYING A TAX THEREFOR

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-03.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2001-19  Cancellation of Taxes

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Resolution 2001-19

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Recreational Fields – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that last month the contract was awarded to Rudl Fencing and they are scheduled to begin construction of the fencing in the next couple of weeks.

Dedication of Greenwich Chase, Phase I – Resolution 2001-17

Engineer Finelli informed that Phase I consists of Washington Valley Drive, Lincoln Drive, a small portion of Hamilton Drive and Megan and Brian Circle.  Engineer Finelli informed that the corrected deed for Lot 2 is ready for recording.  Attorney Peles will send the corrected deed to the Warren County Clerk for recording.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-17

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Future Dedications:  Greenwich Chase, Phases II, V, and VI – Engineer Finelli informed that he has been contacted by Toll Brothers, Inc and they have expressed that they are very anxious to move forward with the next required sections of their project.  Phase II consists of a section of Hamilton Drive and Jackson. Phase V is a good portion of Hamilton Drive and Phase VI is a section of Gary, and Adams.  He indicated that this dedication will not be ready until approximately May of 2001.

Stewartsville Elementary School TWA Permit -  Engineer Finelli indicated that this is for the existing elementary school for approval of four holding tanks with a total flow of 1,800 gallons.  He recommended that the Committee authorize the Mayor to sign off on the Statements of Consent Form by Resolution. 

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to authorize Mayor Zelley to sign the necessary documents for the TWA permit for the existing elementary school.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Township Emergency Squad Ambulance/Update – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the specs are being drafted and will be going out to bid this month and should be in a position next month for award.

OTHER BUSINESS

· Mayor Zelley

Mayor Zelley informed that recently a member of the community Dick Dunlap passed away and he requested a moment of silence in his honor. 

Stryker’s Road Grant Approval – Mayor Zelley informed that the Township has received correspondence from the Governor’s Office informing that the Township will receive from the Department of Transportation $175,000 grant for fiscal year 2001 from the Transportation Trust Fund Municipal Aid Formula Program for the Stryker’s Road Realignment Project. 

Environmental Grant – Mayor Zelley informed that he spoke with Mr. Joseph Rogers regarding the grant application that was submitted late last month.  He indicated that they will be putting the grant back into the mix.  They have received more applications than they have the money for, in addition, he contacted Commissioner Shin’s Office regarding Discretionary Funds for this application.  He apologized for the miscommunication regarding the submittal of this application.

Green Acres Application – Mayor Zelley informed that there is a piece of land of approximately 100.4 acres owned by Mr. D’Angelo.  He met with Mr. D’Angelo and went over the application, which he signed for a project to be used for passive recreation, such as hiking, bird watching.  He indicated that the land consists of forest and meadows, which is a different alternative to the flat lands projects that the Township is considering.  He informed that he filed the application to Green Acres for this project.  He also indicated that Green Acres pays approximately 2/3 times more money for acreage than traditional grants. $850,000 is the cost and the Township would have to pay a percentage of this, he indicated that he has contacted the Freeholders requesting them to help pay towards the cost.

Cross Acceptance and State Plan – Mayor Zelley  informed that he went to a meeting with the State.  This is a plan that the State is doing, it is a Planning Board issue.  He informed that there is nothing really new regarding this plan.  The message that the State knows that they have to revamp the cities if they expect people to move back.  They have to revamp the COAH calculations formulas for Warren, Salem, and Cumberland Counties.  He indicated that right now there are no teeth behind this document.  He stated that they whole documents driving force is sewers and the sewers which is going to drive a development.  He stated that in the plan our area has no significant changes.

· Committeeman Gurneak 

Merrill Creek Siren Update – Committeeman Gurneak informed that he has spoken with Township Emergency Management Coordinator Jay Curtiss regarding the sirens.  He informed that Mr. Curtiss had attended meetings with the County regarding the proposed change in the siren system.  He informed that the proposed change will be to a telephone system instead of the current sirens that are in place.  The County is looking into having a new system in place by the end of this year.  Committeeman Gurneak informed that he has requested Mr. Curtiss to attend the next Committee meeting to inform the entire Township Committee regarding the change in the notification if the dam should breach.

Safe and Secure Communities Grant / Resolution 2001-18 – Committeeman Gurneak informed that this application is for the continuing of a grant that the Township receives from the NJ State Dept. of Criminal Justice in the amount of $30,000, which subsidizes salaries of police officers. He requested authorization of the Committee to approve by Resolution the submittal of this continuing grant.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-18.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Buyer Beware Ordinance – Committeewoman Pasquarelli mentioned to the Committee that she is resurrecting this proposal and have a decision made once and for all regarding this Ordinance. She would like to have some type of municipal regulation that requires that any person who is looking into purchasing a new construction home in the Township and contracts to purchase it, is given some type of information from the developer/construction company that advised the buyer to do their do diligence on issues that might relate to zoning or underdeveloped adjacent land, easements.  She informed that she has contacted the League of Municipalities regarding this ordinance to see if other towns have a similar ordinance and she has found that no other town has an ordinance of this type. Attorney Peles stated that he will contact the Real Estate Commission to gather information.  The Committee felt that this would be to our advantage to adopt an ordinance of this type.

Recreation Appointments – Janet Comerford & Kevin Chandlee – Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that she would like to appoint Janet Comerford who is presently an alternate member to a full member with a term ending 12/31/05.  And also would like to appoint Kevin Chandlee as an alternate member with a term ending 12/31/05.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to appoint Janet Comerford to the Recreation Commission as a regular member  with a term ending 12/31/05, seconded by Mayor Zelley.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

Fleming

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to appoint Kevin Chandlee to the Recreation Commission a an alternate member with a term ending 12/31/05, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak,Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

Fleming

MOTION CARRIED

Space Planning Committee – Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported on the progress of the Space Planning Committee.  She informed that she met with the Mayor to review and determine future needs for municipal office space and also discussions regarding firehouse and department of public works.  They reviewed all of the existing inventory of the space that we presently have as well as property that is going to come under Township ownership over the next couple of years.  They reviewed the status of the Old School on North Main Street and what might be done with that. She contacted the County to see if they might partner with the Township on renovating the Old School in order to keep it in public domain.  Reviewing past proposals done by the Architect for renovating the school.  The Mayor is pursuing at finding some professional grant writers who might be able to advise what types of grants are available.

Community Day – Committeeman Esposito stated that he would like to have it September 22, 2001.  This date will be included in the newsletter and also inviting the residents to join in helping organize this event.

· Committeeman Esposito

Alex Falcinelli – Committeeman Esposito stated that he has received numerous phone calls regarding this site.  Mayor Zelley informed that Mr. Falcinelli received a summons today because he did not have a certificate of occupancy to reside in the house.

Mixed Use Ordinance – Committeewoman Pasquarelli questioned the status of this ordinance.  Mayor Zelley informed that Planner John Madden met this week with Engineer Finelli and they are working on finishing this ordinance.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Zelley made a motion to open the floor to public comment, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak,Esposito,Fleming,Pasquarelli,Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Debby Scharbourgh of New Village Road – Stated that she is pleased that the Township is protecting the land, however when the time comes to deeding the land she would like it protected from any future change in use, also she stated that a survey has been done and she indicated that it might be in conflict with their land.  Also she expressed concern regarding the power plant from across the Delaware River. She stated that it is spewing out air pollution.  The Mayor advised her to contact the County regarding this.

Chris Luke of Jackson Road – Thanked the Committee for their support on the recent school referendum.  He informed the Committee that he is the School Board Liaison to the Township Committee.  Mayor Zelley informed him that both Dominick and himself are the liaisons for the Township Committee.  Mr. Luke also announced that there will be four seats available for the next school election.  The deadline for the applications is 2/26. 

Frank  Marchetta of 102 Dillon Drive – Inquired about the status of the three farms on Greenwich Street.  Mayor Zelley informed that the County is in negotiations with the landowners.  The Township is also participating in the farmland preservation with the landowners and they are paying $178,000 towards the farmland preservation of the three farms and the County is paying the difference.  He stated that the Township should take the State Plan more seriously.  The Mayor stated that this is a Planning Board issue.  Also asked as to the status of the Sports Complex.  Mayor Zelley stated that there is nothing-new report

Denise Sopko of Yvonne Way – Concerned that she saw a helicopter flying over her house, asked if this was related to any further development with the Millstein plans.  Mayor Zelley stated that he has not heard from Millstein and also that the power companies use the helicopter to look at the power lines.

Cathy McDermott of 212 Yvonne Way – What is the status of hiring a land use attorney.  Mayor Zelley informed that Dominick and Debbie have a couple of names that they are considering, and this will be discussed in Executive Session with the Committee.

Bill Brodniak – Asked if the Committee is prepared tonight to have their picture taken for the website.  Update on the website, the design should be completed by the end of next month.

Patrick Brown of Daniel Drive – Inquired as to the status of what was discussed last meeting regarding the policy regarding special meetings.  Mayor Zelley informed that the Clerk is keeping records of faxes and receipts of faxes of notifications.  He indicated that the policy is not done, however next meeting will do it. Patrick brown – Daniel drive – last meeting talked about policy procedures. Also confused regarding the holding tanks for sewerage for the trailers.  Mayor Zelley referred him to talk to Chris Luke of the School Board for clarification. Mr. Brown stated that he is opposed to removing the sirens.

Peter Rygiel of 508 Marlin Farm Road – Inquired if there is an Open Space Committee.  Mayor Zelley informed that there is an Agricultural Advisory Committee consisting of Jim Cramer, Ken Hoser and Cliff Oberly that report to the Planning Board.  Mr. Rygiel offered to help out and would like to come to their meetings. 

Greg Blaska of 1709 Washington Valley Drive – Thanked the Mayor for the correction of the grant and he stated that he hoped that the Committee would place in the 2001 budget money to be appropriated for the environmental resource inventory.  He stated that if they do not get this done the Planning Board does not have to respond to us regarding anything with the environment.  He stated that he is concerned of the lack of meetings of the Environmental Commission and also when they do have meetings on the attendance.  Mayor Zelley stated that he will notify him of the members on the Commission and talk with Polly Newbold regarding contacting members in respect to coordinating meetings.

Tom Myer of 303 Joseph Way – Directed that the Committee should consider changing the format of the public comment period. He stated that it should be a public question period instead.  Mayor Zelley stated he will talk with the Committee about having a comment period at the beginning of the meeting and also at the end.  He stated that he has concerns also about the Merrill Creek dam.  Committeeman Gurneak informed that Jay Curtiss who is the Emergency Management Coordinator will be at the next meeting to discuss this.

Mayor Zelley made a motion to close the public comment period, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion to take a five-minute recess, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

** Committeeman Fleming has left the meeting at 9:30 P.M. **

Mayor Zelley made a motion to come back from recess, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Fleming

MOTION CARRIED
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