February 15, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Joseph Gurneak, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Guy Fleming, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi

The Flag Salute was repeated

The Sunshine Law was read as follows:  "Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and the Phillipsburg Free Press,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".


1.  Approval of January 18, 2001 Township Minutes -  The Township Committee directed to table the approval of the minutes for this meeting.  The minutes will be included at the March 2001 meeting.

      

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector


Planning Board 

Municipal Court


Police Report


Building Department Report
3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve items #2 and #3 of the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Second Reading

Ordinance 2001-03

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1998-02, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AN OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND AND LEVYING A TAX THEREFORE.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2001-03

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2001-03

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2001-03, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Status of response from New Jersey Real Estate Commission Counsel on Buyer Beware Ordinance – Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he contacted a representative from the Real Estate Commission and they did not want to comment on this issue with him.  He informed that State Statute requires a disclosure of off-site conditions prior to sale.  Attorney Peles will coordinate with Committeewoman Pasquarelli the drafting of this ordinance.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that this project is moving forward.  He has responded to both Hadju’s and Rath’s attorney regarding the realignment of their property.  There was discussion regarding striping of the road at this intersection.  He recommended to Committeeman Fleming that the Road Department should start in the spring to do this work.

Recreational Fields

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the field has been staked out for the backstops and fences.  He informed that the material has been delivered, however, he directed the contractor to delay doing the work yet because of the wet ground.  He also informed that the area behind the one fence needs additional fill.  He suggested purchasing a load of dirt to level out the area.

County Route 637/ North Main St/Prospect Street Intersection

Engineer Finelli indicated that he has been in contact with the County Engineer’s Office regarding the status of this intersection.  He provided document information for the Committee to review and suggested that this topic should be brought up at the next meeting for a decision.

Future Dedications

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that Greenwich Chase Phases II, V, & VI are still moving forward towards dedication.  He had a meeting at the pump station with Sewer Engineer Joseph Pryor, a representative from Consumers New Jersey Water Company and Toll Brothers regarding the final dedication of the pump station.

GIS Topology

Engineer Finelli happily announced that the GIS project in finally complete.  He informed that the Township has a full-blown GIS at their disposal.

Greenwich Township Emergency Squad Rescue Vehicle

Engineer Finelli informed that one bid was received from Pierce Manufacturing at $156,987, with a chasis prepayment credit of $1,138.  He indicated that the Township will be required to prepay the chasis four to five months after the execution of the contract.  He directed that until the budget is adopted the contract can not be awarded.

Route 57 Concept Development Study

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that recently he attended a meeting with Mayor Zelley and representatives from the DOT and Franklin Township regarding work that will occur down the line along Route 57.  He requested authorization from the Committee to allow him to provide information to the DOT.

County Route 637

Engineer Finelli discussed with the Committee the status of doing a resolution of approval for the school speed limit signage.  He indicated that we have two options, we can approve the resolution as provided by the County for flashing signs, or pass a resolution to just to agree to post the children present at the school.  There was discussion regarding who is responsible for the cost of these signs, the school or the township.  The Committee indicated that they would provide labor, etc, but not paying for the actual cost of these signs.  Committeeman Esposito will get clarification as to the responsibility for paying from the Board of Education.

PIG Grant

Engineer Finelli informed that there is an amendment to the pig grant, which will include the addition of the Beatty property, Brill has also agreed to participate.  He indicated that these would be no problem to include in our original grant approval.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Zelley

COAH update

Mayor Zelley reported to the Committee that out of the 70 units that were designed as low income, there are 16 remaining units.

Route 22 update

Mayor Zelley reported that there is a joint Public Officials meeting scheduled with the Department of Transportation on March 9th at Pohatcong Township.  The purpose of this project is to review the design of this project.  He asked Committeeman Gurneak if he would like to attend along with Chief Willever.

Weigh Station update

Mayor Zelley reported that there was a meeting on February 2nd at Senator Schluter’s office regarding the issue of the weigh station.  He informed that Senator Schluter and Assemblyman Lance and Assemblywoman Meyers are working on the economic issues.  He indicated that he will discuss this further in executive session with the Committee.  He informed that he has contacted the DOT regarding certain documentation that they have failed to supply, and was assured that it would be sent out.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli indicated that she did get the final traffic report from the Traffic Engineer.  She commented that there is still issues relative to safety of the trucks exiting and entering the highway.

Open Space/Farmland Preservation update

Mayor Zelley reported that there are issues to be discussed in executive session regarding contract matters.  However, he did report that D’Angelo received a letter regarding the Green Acres application and was informed that the application is technically complete.  He informed that a decision may be rendered by May.  

Policy regarding Special Meetings

Mayor Zelley reported that Attorney Peles has prepared a draft document regarding this policy.  Comments were received from Pasquarelli, Esposito and Zelley.  Attorney Peles informed that a special meeting can only be for what was advertised for.  He indicated that next month the policy can be addressed at the Township meeting.

Planning Board update

Mayor Zelley informed that the Bretti Phil Phase II is in their design phase,  The Planning Board Subcommittee is scheduled to review the design.  He informed that Phase I consists of Lowes and Appleby’s.  Phase II is the Target, Pier I imports, Linens & Things, Circuit City, Petco, Staples, Michael’s Arts and Crafts.  He informed that the public meeting will probably be in April or May.  He informed that the plan to break ground in April.  Mayor Zelley informed that Larkin came in with a much improved site plan, which was variance free, it complies with the master plan; with 48 single lots, 53 acres are to be donated to the Township, of which 45 acres will be in one location.  They also will provide open space next to the school property for emergency vehicles.  There was discussion regarding opening up Dori Place.  He informed that on an engineering basis it should go through, however on a personal level he did not agree.  Mayor Zelley informed that Mederex gave their presentation last night to the Economic Development Committee, he informed that they bought the Koh-I-Noor site, which has been vacant for a few years.  The grand opening is scheduled for May 2001.

School Board update

Mayor Zelley reported that both himself and Committeeman Esposito met with representatives from the school board and they discussed issues regarding the courtesy bussing, recreation facilities that they are going to construct at the new school, crossing guards on the Blvd, and the emergency access road to the new school.

PCFA update

Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that the PCFA is 18 million dollars in debt on the landfill.  He indicated that the tipping fee charged does not meet our current debt service.  He stated that they are waiting for relief from the State for this debt.

Deputy Mayor Gurneak

Committeeman Gurneak reminded the residents that there is a snow ordinance in Township and that they are required to shovel their sidewalks after snow storms.  He indicated that the Police Department has been out putting out reminders to the residents.

Merrill Creek Siren and related issues

Committeeman Gurneak reported to the Committee that there is concern regarding the proposed telephone notification system for a breach in the dam.  He stated that he has contacted Jay Curtiss the Township Emergency Management Coordinator and it was felt that both the siren and telephone systems should be used.  He stated that the sirens should remain in effect.  He will plan a special meeting for this issue with the residents.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Cell Tower Ordinance

Committeewoman Pasquarelli inquired as to the status of this ordinance.  Attorney Peles reported that last month the Committee had a first reading of an ordinance, however Attorney Edleston wrote a letter with some comments, he will meet with Attorney Edleston and revise the ordinance and schedule a reintroduction of this ordinance.

Parks & Playgrounds Work

Committeewoman Pasquarelli inquired from Committeeman Fleming as to the status of her letter to him regarding the Road Department doing work on the fields.  Committeeman Fleming informed that he did not feel comfortable with them doing all the maintenance work, he will talk with Foreman John Howell regarding the requests and will get back to her.

Recreation update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli announced that the Sports Banquet is scheduled for Sunday, April 22nd.  There is no charge for the children that participated in the sports program, however there is a charge for the parents to attend.

Board of Adjustment update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that there is an application filed from Sunshine Garden Center applying for a Class B recycling permit, which would allow production of mulch to be stored at the site.

Committeeman Fleming

Blue Light Permit authorization / Scott Ferguson

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli authorizing the blue light permit for Scott Ferguson

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito

Rock Wall update

Committeeman Esposito reported that he has been in contact with M. Reider and was assured that this will be remedied in the Spring.  He would like to talk with all the neighbors effected and get a concensus as to what they would like done to their properties.

Snow Plowing of private roads

Committeeman Esposito inquired if there is anything that can be done to enforce that the developer plows their roads.  He stated that he has received many complaints from residents in Wyndham Farms regarding the lack of snow removal from the streets.  Committeeman Fleming informed that once the Road Department does all their streets, if the development is not opened up, they will open up the roadway and charge the developer.  Committeeman Esposito asked if the Township could institute a policy or ordinance regarding this serious issue.

Web Site

Committeeman Esposito informed that the website is almost ready.  He informed that the address for the site is:  www.greenwichtownship.com.

COAH Attorney

Committeeman Esposito informed that he has done some researching of COAH Attorneys and he will recommend to the Committee in executive session.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Tom Bolger of Dori Place – expressed serious concerns regarding the opening up of Dori Place to traffic.  He stated that there is many children in the development and he is concerned for their safety.

Frank Marchetta of Dillon Drive – agreed with Mr. Bolger and stressed to the Committee to keep in mind the safety of the children when they make a decision regarding the extension of this road.

Larry Giamarco of Thomas Carling Drive – stated that he has concerns regarding the evacuation plan for the school, he stated that their plan is not consistent with the Township plan.  Committeeman Gurneak will contact Dr. Brennan regarding this.

Tom Meyer of Joseph Way – also agreed with Mr. Bolger regarding the Dori Place issue. He indicated his dissatisfaction with M. Rieder regarding his negligence in having the snow plowed.  He inquired of Mayor Zelley if there is anything in the near future about lowering the speed limit on Greenwich Street.  Mayor Zelley informed him that yes there will be different speed limits in different sections of the street.

Denise Sopko of Yvonne Way – stated that she wants the burms done before the start of construction of the Lowe’s project.  Mayor Zelley informed that he has talked with Mr. Millstein about this request.

Greg Blaszka of Washington Valley Drive – stated that money should not even be an issue regarding the installation of a traffic light at the school.  Also, he stated that before the Styker’s Road begins the realignment project, consideration should be done to realign Dumont Road.

John Bonney of Dori Place – stated that he has concerns regarding the road to the school.  He was informed by Dr. Brennan that sidewalks are not going to be installed along the road that the children will be walking on.

Bill McCarthy of Gary Road – stated that he has concerns regarding the speed limits and also the tractor trailer traffic along Greenwich Street.  Stated that he would like to have a weight limit on Greenwich Street.

Bill Brodniak of Curtiss Court – stated that he supports the comments made by Tom Bolger.  He stated that Dori Rayna and Ken Hoser are dissatisfied with the Township’s Open Space preservation, they have been waiting two years and has not received any response from anyone.  Mayor Zelley corrected that this statement was not true.  Mr. Brodniak also offered that the Boy Scouts could possibly help out with the recreational fields maintenance work.  He stated that he was upset about that he is a new member on Economic Development and at the last meeting was told about Mederex from Mayor Zelley, which was to be confidential and two days later it was reported to the paper by Mayor Zelley. He made comment regarding dealing to get support for Mederex .

Bruce Williams of Greens Ridge Road – stated that Mederex did a nice presentation to the Committee and that he disagrees with comments made by Mr. Brodniak

Kevin Devane of Richline Hill Road – stated that he has lived here for many years and was also on the Planning Board.  When he was on the Board he tried to fight the developers from building.  He told the audience that they should have researched the area by their house prior to purchasing their property.

Pete Rygiel of Marlin Farm Road – stated that he agrees with Mr. Bolger’s comments.

John Bonney of Dori Place – stated that he was at the Planning Board meeting and heard exactly what was said from Mayor Zelley regarding Mederex and Dori Place and that Mayor Zelley did not make any comments regarding making a deal for support of Mederex.  He stated that Mr. Brodniak was misinformed.  Mayor Zelley thanked him for coming forward and setting the record straight.

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract Negotiations, Litigation and Personnel

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Gurneak  made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to hire Attorney Glen Kienz as special counsel regarding COAH, he will be reviewing documents related to COAH at a fee not to exceed $1,000.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the submitted appraisal quote from Bill Savaki at a fee of $840.00.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming authorizing Attorney Peles to solicit quote for the PIG appraisals.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the submitted names for Brian Estates Development.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the submitted PTO Raffle application.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Zelley made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

