February 17, 2005

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Brian Visconti, Deputy Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

Absent from the meeting:  Committeewoman Emiliani

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:



Regular Minutes:
December 16, 2004

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the above listed Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Edward Altoon of 54 Shackeltown Road – Discussed with the Committee about the bridge on Shackeltown Road that was taken down.  He lives in Pohatcong Township, but has five (5) acres in Greenwich Township.  He stated that dirt was dumped along the access to his property in Greenwich Township.  Engineer Finelli will contact Mr. Altoon and make arrangements to take a look at his property as it exists to the existing roadway network and the new bridge that was built and see exactly what the issues are.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-04

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Mayor Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve for First Reading Ordinance 2005-04

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Visconti

· Vote on Capital Projects Complex

Option G vs. Option H

Mayor Visconti informed that this vote will be held off until the 26th budget meeting.

· Acquisition of A.O. Hamlen Property

Mayor Visconti informed that the preliminary survey was sent to Green Acres.  He informed that there are glitches in the survey title that need to be corrected, the Title Company is researching old records.

· Budget Workshop Meeting Date

Saturday, February 26, 2005 @ 9:00 AM

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to hold a budget workshop meeting on February 26th @ 9 am.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

· TDR Application Update

This information has been supplied from Township Planner David Banisch.  

He informed the Office of Smart Growth (OSG) of the Township’s decision to apply for a grant to investigate establishing a TDR Program and request Plan Endorsement following the Township Committee’s action on this matter last month, at which time he scheduled a meeting with representatives with OSG.  

On February 9, 2005, He met with Mr. William Harrison and Ms. Courtenay Mercer at OSG to discuss actions the Township should take to begin this investigation and petition for Plan Endorsement and was advised of the following:

1. Township is to submit an application for Statewide TDR Grant to the State’s Transfer of Development Rights Credit Bank prior to March 9, 2005.  Action on application will be taken by the TDR Bank at their meeting on March 9.  His office will submit this application week of February 21.

2. Township is to submit a request for a pre-petition meeting with OSG for Plan Endorsement to the Office of Smart Growth.  He will submit a letter requesting Plan Endorsement to OSG week of February 21.  OSG Staff advised that:

· 30-days prior to pre-petition meeting, the Township will be asked to submit (1) existing Master Plan, (2) adopted zoning map, zoning schedule and any adopted improvement programs;

· The Township will be required to establish a Plan Endorsement Committee, including member from Committee, Planning Board, Board of Education, Sewage Authority, several public members representing diverse interests, such as social, economic, housing, environmental, agricultural and Environmental and Historic Preservation Commissions.

3. OSG Staff advised that under the Statewide TDR Grant Program, there is no requirement to implement a TDR Program that accepts growth from outside of the municipality.

4. OSG Staff advised that the TDR Grant may be used to develop a TDR Program, which transfers development rights for the production of nonresidential land uses as well as residential land use.  

5. OSG Staff confirmed that the Township may withdraw from the program if it chooses to do so, however the Staff indicated that the Grant Program does not require the municipality to actually adopt the implementing ordinances for a TDR Program.  

Additional details regarding the agreement will be identified upon approval of the TDR Grant.  

· Proclamation

March 2, 2005 / Read Across American-NJ

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-03

AN ORDINANCE AWARDING MUNICIPAL CONSENT TO SERVICE ELECTRIC CABLE TV OF HUNTERDON, INC. (“SECTV”), UNDER N.J.S.A. 48A:5A-1, ET SEQ., FOR A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM, AND PRESCRIBING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH SUCH CONSENT SHALL OPERATE, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-03

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-03

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt Ordinance 2005-03

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

· NJDOT Route 57 Corridor Project Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that he attended a meeting recently to discuss the above mentioned project.  The State has informed that they will be funding this project for a build out along Route 57.  He informed that they indicated that will be keeping the corridor a one lane road for at least another 25 years.  The next meeting is scheduled for 2/28/05.

· NJDOT Weigh Station Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the NJDOT has indicated that the completion date has been pushed to 2006.

· School Update

Meeting with School Board

Authorization of Planner to meet with School Board regarding Master Plan

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to authorize the Township Planner to meet with the School Board regarding the Master Plan.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

· Sewer Subcommittee Report

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that all members of the Township Committee should have received the report from Attorney Carney.  She informed that if anyone had any questions regarding the report to contact her.

· Resolution 2005-25

Approving Treatment Works Approval for Medarex, Inc.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve Resolution 2005-25

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

· Resolution 2005-26

Awarding One Year Extension of the Existing Contract with Aqua New Jersey, Inc. for the Operation of Maintenance of the Township’s Wastewater Collection System

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2005-26

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING/ PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2003-10 REGARDING THE REPURCHASE AND ASSIGNMENT OF UNUSED SEWER ALLOCATION AND AMENDING CHAPTER XXI OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES ENTITLED “SEWERS, SEWAGE & INDUSTRIAL WASTE”

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-02

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-02

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2005-02

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani

· Police Department

Resolution 2005-27
Safe & Secure Grant

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve Resolution 2005-27

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

· SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN ESTABLISHING THE FEES TO BE CHARGED FOR COPIES OF DOCUMENTS REQUESTED THROUGH THE MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR FOR MUNICIPAL COURT DISCOVERY 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt Ordinance 2005-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

· Planning Board Update

Committeeman Marchetta informed that the McGann Property w/ D’Angelo was approved by the Board.  The Board had discussion regarding creating an ordinance relative to a 200ft buffer between commercial property and residential.  He also informed that Verizon will be at the March 9th meeting to discuss a conceptual plan.

· Environmental Commission Update

Committeeman Marchetta informed that the Environmental Commission has been awarded a grant relative to the Merrill Creek in the park.  He informed that they will be planting trees and butterfly bushes along the creek bank.

Community Day

Committeeman Marchetta informed that a tentative date of September 10th has been set for Community Day.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· The NJDOT has requested that the Township develop a formal reallocation request which would include supporting maps and cost estimates for the NJDOT’s review regarding the proposed reallocation of grant monies. His office was previously authorized to move forward in an effort to develop the documentation in question.  He will continue to coordinate with the NJDOT on this matter and will be submitting the required documentation to the NJDOT immediately upon completion.

· It has come to his attention that the second round of grant monies which have been awarded to the Township for the Stryker’s Road project requires an extension from the NJDOT.  At the August 19, 2004 meeting, the Township Committee passed Resolution #2004-60 for an extension request similar to what has been done previously with the first round of grant monies 

· The Township Committee should be aware that the total grant award (three separate grants) for the Stryker’s Road project totals $478,000.00.

· The Township has received an extension from the NJDOT to their existing grant (first round of funding) until February 27, 2005.  His office is in the process of communicating with the NJDOT regarding this.

FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Wyndham Farm/ Executive Session

2. 2005 LIVABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT

· Engineer Finelli advised that his office completed the 2005 Livable Communities Grant Application and forwarded copies of the application to the NJDEP in September, 2004.  The grant application was for $200,000.00 and is related to recreational facility improvements at the various park/recreation areas within the Township.  He does not anticipate hearing from the NJDEP relative to any potential awards until sometime in early 2005.  To date, he is  unaware of any grant announcement or award.

3. HAMLEN PROPERTY:  SURVEY & GREEN ACRES APPLICATION
· The Township Committee has recently determined that the Township would include a 20 Ac. “tract” and a 50 ft. wide access strip as specific exceptions to the overall 114 Ac. parcel.  His office has completed the boundary survey and forwarded a final draft of the survey to Kim Testa of Green Acres for her review and comment.  Shortly, he will be installing the required concrete monuments at the perimeter property corners of the parcel per Green Acres requirements.  He will continue to coordinate with Attorney Jost regarding the submission of his boundary survey for this parcel in conjunction with the Township’s pending closing.

· As previously authorized, his office has been proceeding with the development of a Green Acres application relative to the development of the property into a recreational facility.  A number of the procedural requirements for this application have already been complied with and the majority of the required mapping and other documentation has been developed.  The application due date is February 15, 2005.  He is confident that we will be submitting a complete application in advance of the February 15, 2005 deadline.

GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH

· The construction phase of the project (Phase I) has been stopped for the winter and will resume in early Spring.

· At the December, 2004 Committee Meeting, His office was authorized to proceed in developing the construction and bid documents for Phase II of the Bike Path project based upon the Township’s recent award of an additional $100,000.00 grant for Phase II.  His office is in the process of developing the necessary construction and bid documents for Phase II and will keep the Township Committee apprised of the progress of same.

4. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT

· The Township Committee previously authorized his office to proceed with the design phase of the project.  His office has completed the field survey and topography collection work required for the design phase of the project.  He is now in the process of finalizing the design and construction plans.  Representatives of his office have met with the County Engineering Department to review certain County design requirements associated with this project.
· The Township has recently received an additional extension from the NJDOT to their existing grant.  The extension of the grant from the NJDOT requires construction to commence in May, 2005.  His office is expeditiously proceeding with the completion of the design phase of the project in an effort to meet the NJDOT’s schedule.
5. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  His office, on behalf of the Township, forwarded the completed Request for Authorization (RFA) form and Grant Application to the NJDEP on March 2, 2004.  We have received the approved stormwater general permit from the NJDEP.  The permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  The Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) is April 1, 2004.  The Township is now “on the clock” relative to compliance with the new regulations.  The first step will be to adopt a Stormwater Management Plan within one (1) year of the effective date of the Township’s permit from the State or April 1, 2005.
· Greenwich Township has been designated as a Tier A municipality which requires some additional and expedited responsibilities versus Tier B municipalities.  It is his understanding that the Township has budgeted some monies for 2004 within the general municipal engineering line item in order to facilitate the initial stages of compliance with these regulations.  The Township Committee previously authorized his office to commence work on this project.  He will keep the Committee apprised as we move forward with the development of the Stormwater Management Plan.
6. WASHINGTON STREET WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTION

· His office has completed the work associated with making an application to the NJDOT for approval of this proposed weight limit restriction.  The cover letter and supporting documentation were forwarded to the NJDOT via letter dated October 7, 2004.  All members of the Township Committee previously received a copy of his correspondence and supporting report.  

· His office received a letter from the NJDOT, dated October 21, 2004, which indicates that his request for a weight limit restriction on Washington Street is being processed and the request will be investigated “within the earliest timeframe possible.”  To date, he has not received any official correspondence from the NJDOT regarding this request.

7. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· His office continues to work on the initial stages of the Site Plan development phase of the project and continues to coordinate with Tom Kocubinski’s office regarding the development of the construction drawings and overall project bid package.  He is continuing to move forward with the civil/site planning design phase of this project.  Based upon the action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the fire house will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

8. D’ANGELO PROPERTY:  BOUNDARY SURVEY
· His office has been previously authorized to prepare a certified Green Acres Boundary Survey (including monumentation) for the D’Angelo properties located on New Village Road and in accordance with his fee estimate, dated August 19, 2004.  The field work has long since been completed and the survey has been solved.  However, he has been previously unable to complete the boundary survey map due to the pending McGann/D’Angelo lot line adjustment application.  This application was heard by the Township Planning Board at their February 9, 2005 meeting where the Minor Subdivision Application was approved.  Additionally, Attorney Edleston prepared a Memorializing Resolution which was also approved at the February 9, 2005 meeting.  Once the deeds are filed for the changes to the property lines per the recently approved application, His office will be in a position to finalize and complete the D’Angelo boundary survey map.  It is his understanding that the deeds have been developed and are slated to be filed very soon.  He will continue to coordinate with both Attorney Jost and the Township Committee relative to this matter.

9. DUMONT ROAD / GREENWICH STREET TRAFFIC SIGNAL
· Barth Johnson, P.E., from the Warren County Engineer’s Office, has recently contacted his office regarding the status of the potential future traffic signal at the Dumont Road/County Route 638 (Greenwich Street).  Originally, the developer, Starwood Ceruzzi, posted a performance bond with Warren County for this signal pending the necessary traffic volume and signal warrant.  It is my understanding that the developer is requesting a release of their performance bond.  Barth Johnson indicated that, at this time, the existing traffic counts do not warrant a traffic signal.  In other words, the NJDOT may not grant their approval to a traffic signal at this location based upon existing conditions.  

10. WATER TOWER ROAD DRAINAGE DITCH
· As requested by the Committee, his office has performed a field inspection of the Watertower Road drainage ditch behind the homes along Washington Street.  His office met with John Howell on Tuesday, January 11, 2005.  His office found no evidence that stormwater has breached the berm of the drainage ditch as reported.  It was his recommendation that to alleviate any possible future problems, the ditch should be deepened and the dead trees and brush should be removed from the ditch.  In conjunction with his inspection, he observed what “appeared” to be a sinkhole in a septic bed below the drainage ditch.  However, he found no evidence that the drainage ditch contributed in any way to this situation.  His office has reviewed his recommendations for cleaning the ditch with John Howell.  The Township Committee authorized the Township DPW to proceed with the required repairs to the drainage ditch at their January 20, 2005 meeting.
11. WEIGH STATION CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ON NEW VILLAGE ROAD 
· It has been brought to his attention that portions of New Village Road have experienced some level of degradation caused by the construction of the new bridge over Route 78.  He hopes that the NJDOT, through their contractor, Railroad Construction, would make all necessary repairs to the roadway upon completion of all work associated with the bridge replacement.  The Township Committee may wish to consider an independent inspection of New Village Road in an effort to develop a punchlist of repair items which the NJDOT should be held responsible.  It is important to consider that New Village Road is a municipal roadway with the responsibility and cost for future maintenance to be born by the municipality.  Therefore, he feels it is important for the NJDOT to return the roadway to the Township in an acceptable condition.  

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

RECESS

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to take a five minute recess

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come back from recess and reopen the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2005-28 / D’Angelo

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to adopt Resolution 

2005-28

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Mayor Visconti to sign the Phase I Preliminary Assessment

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adjourn the meeting

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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