February 19, 2004

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Frank Marchetta, Deputy Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Brian Visconti, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

         Regular Minutes:  January 15, 2004

         Executive Session:  January 15, 2004

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Visconti to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to open the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2004-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER VII, TRAFFIC, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, REGARDING LEFT-TURN PROHIBITION

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2004-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2004-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to adopt Ordinance 2004-01

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2004-26
COAH Mortgage Subordinations

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt Resolution 2004-26

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2004-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVII, FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve for first reading Ordinance 2004-02

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Marchetta

Firehouse

Mayor Marchetta stated that at the last Committee meeting there were some open issues and that they had requested Architect Tom Kocubinski to get back to the Committee.  He stated that one of the issues was combining the meeting room and rehab room; the other issue was the possible removal of one of the public bathrooms.  He stated that he has requested Architect Kocubinski to attend tonight’s meeting to address these open items.  He also stated that he was made aware that two Committeemen had some reservations about some of the issues regarding the proposed building.  He stated that he would like to finally get an answer tonight from the Committee, if we have to vote on each line item.  He stated that he would like to come away with a decision on what we want this firehouse to look like so that we can then go to the public get their input and finalize the plans.

Committeeman Visconti read a statement:  Clearly our Township is at a critical crossroads that we provide for the services that our citizens demand.  We know to well the growth we have experienced particularly those volunteer fire fighters that have been here before many of us have been here.  We are being asked to consider an array of capital projects that present us with those opportunities and challenges for many years to come, one such opportunity is to authorize the construction of a firehouse so that we can house our equipment while at the same time provide an environment for our volunteer fire fighters to prepare themselves before heeding their call to duty.  For this we are deeply grateful.  I am sure you will agree our citizens look first to the fire fighters when they arrive at the scene, then to the life and property saving equipment they bring with them.  These two factors manpower and equipment is what our citizen’s see when you come to the rescue.  In order for us to keep this pledge to our citizens we need to provide a firehouse that is designed not only to ensure that you can carry out your duties, but must also consider our communities ability to fund such a capital project.  This project must also compete with other needed projects this community requires such as the revision to the municipal building, housing of our police force, meeting the needs of our emergency squad, open space, disposition of the cherished old school, and not least the recreation complex that our community has been clamming for.  All these projects are chasing limited dollars this requires us to carefully weigh the immediate benefits any such project brings to the community.  We must make sure our decisions make economic as well as social sense.  It has been seven years since the fire fighters were promised a firehouse and we remain committed to seeing a firehouse constructed.  But, in an effort to move forward with this project there are additional savings we must consider as we prepare our community for bearing the cost.  I therefore ask a motion for a line item vote on the proposed savings brought forth by the Architect at our last meeting.  Although we considered some of these at the previous meeting I went to ensure that we vote on the record all the proposed savings.  This will then allow us to present to the public a building designed to protect our equipment, prepare our volunteers for their duties as well as having a building that passes economic muscle within the entire community.  

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta for a line-by-line vote on the proposed firehouse plans.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Visconti, Marchetta

Opposed:

Pasquarelli, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Architect Thomas Kocubinski provided to the Township Committee revised plans to the firehouse labeled as SK2.  At a previous meeting, the Township Committee requested that the Architect prepare additional plans at a cost reduction to the firehouse.  The first revision is in reference to a unisex rest room.  He informed that based on his research with reference to the National Standard Plumbing Code, and also the Uniform Construction Code there are exceptions regarding a unisex bathroom, unfortunately we do not qualify under any of the exceptions listed in the Code. Two bathrooms will be needed due to the number of people that will be utilizing this facility because of the occupancy load.  The second revision requested his combining the rehab room with the meeting room and reduce the area by a third to a half.  He provided two drawings labeled as SK2 & SK3.  On the SK2 drawling he was able to reduce both rooms by a total of 619 square feet, cutting approximately one-third of what was originally proposed.  The meeting room capacity by code is now reduced to 43, as opposed to the original design of capacity of 82.  On the SK3 drawling cuts deeper, in that proposal to reduction is a total of 720 square feet.  The occupancy load has been reduced to 35; the kitchen area could no longer function as a shared use between the two rooms so it has been relocated to a corner of the rehab room.  The cost savings is approximately $150 per square foot.  The savings on SK3 is $108,000.  The savings on SK2 is $92,850.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli questioned if the fire company has had an opportunity to review the new revisions to the firehouse.  Chief Mecsey responded no.  Mayor Marchetta stated that it was agreed at the last meeting that the Architect would come back with revisions to the plan for the Committee to review.  Committeeman Blaszka stated this process was agreed upon last month we decided that we're going to review issues addressed last month and then we were going to take a vote so that the Architect could draw up the plans to be presented to the public.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that is also included input from the firemen.  Committeeman Blaszka stated that he would like to cut one bay from the plans, the housing of the current equipment could be addressed in one less bay he does not see any need for expansion of equipment needs for some time.  Discussions have occurred at the Township needs an aerial apparatus, the purchase of a aerial apparatus based upon the size of our town a combination aerial pumper should provide us with the necessary support between now and the time we purchase the town will have a benefit of a mutual aid agreement with the necessary support.  There are towns and cities today that still request aerial pumper assistance is understood and realized that the towns must provide a mutual aid agreement based on our master plan any large-scale building will be non-residential which will allow us to the possibility of receiving donations for equipment and especially facility expansion according to the master plan the increase in construction will be South of Route 78.  He stated that he also feels that the turnout room needs to be examined, operationally he sees firemen dressing up in full gear and then turnaround however, he feels that the last bay should be enlarged three feet to the accommodate coats, boots, hats.  Special racking is available to handle equipment, also the turnout room presently is designed for one sex, he did not see on the plans this room to accommodate females.  The hose drying room and tower is a luxury item, synthetic hoses are being used more today for over a period of time the tower will become obsolete.  He believes the cuts indicated above and he will go over the cuts regarding the rooms simplifies the adequate space to meet the needs of the firehouse.  Provisions and floor plan designs should be made for future expansion.  He will leave it up to the designer to adjust those space sizes as long as the cuts and square footage are made.  He is not concerned with having a meeting room to be used for public functions this facility is a firehouse and is being built to house the equipment and the firemen.  The rehab and meeting room needs to be designed for multifunction purposes these two area should be designed as a great room as you see in one's home warm and multifunctional the use of the divider to provide for two separate requirements.  I would rather invest in dollars in the equipment than in the brick and the mortar, the brick and the mortar does not save lives.  I would rather give more to the men than invest in that building. Provide for fire service for our community is a must we have limited dollars and we need to look at investing in other needs of our town as well, which was previously stated.  There is just so many dollars that are available.  We should still investigate on all alternatives in providing for the floor finish, i.e. which we already talked about, the capital projects Committee should continue in its path to investigate ways of obtaining funding to offset these costs, possible discussions with our planner which we started today regarding grants and bidding processes these items need to be reviewed as part of our budget process, we should contact our Freeholders to see what's available, specifically funds available for homeland security.  The investment of a washer and dryer is worth it, just make sure what we purchase is used for the firemen gear.  He is for investing in the proper ventilation system, let's not be cheap on that also.  He does not think that the dollars can be saved if we look at not having a drive-through, he is not recommending cutting these things, but if we do get the proper ventilation system and properly configure it will require the trucks to exit one-way.  So if you want to save on doors cost and yearly maintenance which is required, heating costs we may want to eliminate garage doors, specifically with his own experiences of having some 30 doors to worry about that is something to look at.

Mayor Marchetta stated that what they are trying to do tonight is to come up with the firehouse that we're going to presented the public, it doesn't mean that we do not want to firemen's input, this is not the final decision.  We want to move ahead, I promised the firemen that we're going to move ahead on this, and that's what I'm going to vote to do tonight.  You guys can look at these plans and you can make your comments and we can modify it if we have to.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to move forward on voting on the firehouse revisions.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Visconti, Marchetta

Opposed:

Pasquarelli, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the revised plans and to approve SK2 with a savings of $92,850.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Visconti, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Architect Kocubinski also discussed with the Committee their request on reducing the office area.  He stated that by reducing the office area it would make it a minimum working environment.  He stated that the savings of reducing this area would be approximately 122 sq. ft., which would be approximately $18,300 savings.  He stated that the radio room should not be reduced; this room is used as the command center if there is an emergency that is where they will be operating out of.  Counter space is needed to lie out the maps, technology, manuals, etc. He did not recommend reducing this room.

At this point in the meeting, the fire company members attending, starting with the Fire Chief came up to the podium and handed in their pagers and told the Township Committee to respond to the calls since they know so much about what the fire company needs to respond to fires.

Township resident Roberta Fohr addressed the Township Committee-She stated that she worked for Warren County for 26 years.  She is watched the county grow and she worked in the purchasing department and was involved in all the building that took place over the years.  Almost every building that was erected at the time the construction was finished the building was too small to accommodate the needs of the department.  She stated that the cost of the firehouse today is nothing compared to what is going to cost down the road to expand to meet the needs of the firemen.  The Township Committee should think of the future of the Township in that this building should meet the needs and should be constructed to meet the needs of the firemen now and in the future.

At this point in the meeting a recess was recommended.  Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to take a recess.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to come back from recess and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta stated that the issue of the firehouse plans is now tabled for tonight and that the plans should be presented to the public for their input.  In meeting will be scheduled for this presentation.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to present to the public the SK2 drawings along with the existing plans at a special meeting of the Township Committee.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Budget

Mayor Marchetta informed that a budget workshop meeting is scheduled for this Saturday from 9 AM to 3 PM.

Presentation given to Stewartsville school follow-up

Mayor Marchetta informed the Township Committee that he did a presentation at the Stewartsville middle school on the history of Greenwich Township past, present and future of the Township.  He thanked the school for inviting him; he enjoyed participating with the school.

Community Day

Mayor Marchetta informed that he is still trying to come up with a date for this event.  There are conflicts with the September 18th with the firemen; they will be at a convention.  He will try to go through the calendar and come up with the date that is agreeable to all parties.

Newsletter

Mayor Marchetta informed that the first newsletter was recently mailed out.  He thanked Helio Carvalho for putting together this newsletter.  He stated that he has received numerous compliments on the newsletter.  If the budget allows he would like to send this out six times this year.  Committeewoman Emiliani stated that she did not feel that editorials from the editor and Mayor are appropriate.  Mayor Marchetta stated that he disagreed; he stated that the Mayor needs to address the concerns of the citizens.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to allow the Mayor to write an article in the newsletter about the happenings in the town.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta

Opposed:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Read Across America Proclamation

Mayor Marchetta read the proclamation designating March 2nd as Read Across America day.

2004 County Contract -- South Warren Regional Municipal Alliance

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize Mayor Marchetta to sign the 2004 County contract.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Cross Acceptance Team

Mayor Marchetta informed that he would like to form a cross acceptance team with the following members: Mayor Marchetta, Committeeman Blaszka, Tom Bolger, Barry Glassman, Brooke Waldt, Michael Finelli and David Banish.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she objects to the composition of this Committee, it is not well represented with regard to the geography of his Township, nor with people's level of experience in the government.  She recommended adding Jim Adams as a member or Tim Gale.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to appoint the above listed members to the cross acceptance team.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

School Board

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Township Committee that the truck presently being used to plow the snow at the school is no longer needed; the new Township truck is being delivered shortly.

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize the rental truck presently being used by the Township to be returned to United Rentals.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Open Space

First Reading

Ordinance 2004-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Open Space Consultant……………………….$6.000.00 Retroactive Back to Nov. 2003.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to approve for first reading Ordinance 2004 -- 03.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Planning Board Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Township Committee that the Planning Board approved the subdivision and site plan of Mederex.  

Historical Commission/Banner Program

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Township Committee that this was previously approved of this program.  He stated that authorization is needed from the utility companies to put up in the banners on the telephone poles.  He requested the Township Clerk to contact the utility companies to gain authorization.

Township Insurance


Smoke & Fire Alarm System

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Township Committee that the Township received notification from our insurance carrier that previously and consultant from the insurance company did an inspection at the municipal building and it was recommended that a smoke and fire alarm system be installed.  He informed that this would need to be included during the budget process.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed the Township Committee that the sewer utility bills were sent out on time to the residents in Wyndham Farm Development and Greenwich Chase Development.  The bills were for the 1st and 2nd quarter only.  The Sewer Subcommittee along with the Professionals will be discussing relative to the 3rd and 4th quarters if there is to me an increase.  She also advised that Brent Carney, the Special Sewer Attorney would be preparing on a monthly basis a status report to the Township Committee.

Resolution 2004-28
Sewer Connection Fees

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2004-28

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani

Local Board of Health

ORDINANCE 2004-05

FIRST READING

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt for first reading Ordinance 2004-05

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Department


Remediation of existing facility

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that quotes are being solicited for constructing a new office at the firehouse.

Committeeman Visconti

Stipend for Web Master

Committeeman Visconti informed that he met with the Webmaster to go over issues related to the website.  

Update on Recreation Commission


Election of new officers and candidates for the commission


Resignation of Recreation Commissioners Janet Comerford and Nancy Schmidt

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to accept the resignations of the above mentioned effective immediately with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to appoint Chris Luke as regular member, appoint Rosemarie Martin as Alternate member and appoint Pat Brown as Alternate member.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Update on Environmental Commission

Committeeman Visconti informed that Barry Glassman has been appointed Chairman, Debbie Scarbourgh has been appointed Vice Chair and Meyra Davidson as Secretary.

Update on Ad-Hoc Recreation


Resignation of Bob Hurte and Dominick Esposito

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to accept the resignations of the above mentioned with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Update on Cable TV Contract

Committeeman Visconti informed that he met with Township Attorney Peter Jost to go over the contract.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· This item has been discussed numerous times at length over the past several years.  At the Township’s Special Meeting on December 22, 2003, I gave an updated presentation on the project to the Township Committee.  There were some questions raised by the Committee as to the viability of the most current concept.  I would recommend that at some point in the not-too-distant future, the Township Committee should decide whether or not they intend to continue to pursue this project.  If the decision is to abandon the project, we need to communicate that with the County, NJDOT and Lopatcong Township.  If the Township intends to continue to pursue the project, we should maintain contact with the affected property owners in an effort to quantify the potential costs to the Township to secure the necessary ROW associated with the “new” realignment.

· The Township was awarded a third grant in the amount of $150,000.00 as part of our recent application to the NJDOT through the Transportation Trust Fund.  This brings the total grant award for the Stryker’s Road project to $478,000.00.

· As you are aware, the traffic signal at the Dumont Road/County Route 519 intersection has been activated.  The Township Committee needs to adopt an ordinance, which revises and amends the previous ordinance, which modified Section 7-10 to establish the existing left turn restriction for the Dumont Road to County Route 519 South left turning movement.  It is my understanding that this ordinance is scheduled for a second reading/public hearing at the February 19, 2004 Committee Meeting.

· Our office has forwarded a cover letter and supporting Township Resolution #2004-25 to the NJDOT to secure the required extension 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Marchetta to abandon “Modified A” plan

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

· This is the remaining phase within Greenwich Chase yet to be dedicated.  Toll Brothers has not contacted our office recently regarding any outstanding issues, which may exist relative to the Township’s acceptance of this phase of the development.  However, I would presume that Toll Brothers will be pursuing this in the near future and potential dedication of this final section could occur within the next few months.

· Wyndham Farm

· Separate letters have been sent by Attorney Jost (9/19/03) and our office (9/26/03), respectively, to M. Rieder Companies, which outlined the outstanding work to be completed, and the timeframes associated with it in an effort towards dedication of the subdivision and acceptance of the improvements by the municipality.  As of the date of this report, none of the work, as listed in either Attorney Jost’s or our office’s letters, has been completed.  In fact, there has been no interaction between our office and M. Rieder Companies since mid-September, 2003.

· Greenwich Hills North

· The vast majority of all work has been completed.  Greg Weinstein continues to move forward in an effort to secure final acceptance from our office and subsequent dedication to the municipality.  At this juncture, there remain a few minor lingering issues, which could be resolved within the next month, or two.  Therefore, there is the likelihood of this project being dedicated within the next few months.

3. GREENFIELDS @ GREENWICH, SECTION III

· Attorney Jost updated the Township Committee on the status of this project and pending dedication.
· HAMLEN PROPERTY (no change since January report)

· As previously requested, our office prepared a plan, which depicted various out parcel options (7, 10, 15 and 20 Ac.) for a municipally owned portion of the overall 114 Ac. tract.  This plan has been reviewed and discussed at previous Township Committee Meetings.  The Township Committee must still render a decision on how large of an outparcel they may wish to extract from the overall tract.  Attorney Jost will need to advise the Committee on the timing for making this decision.

4. GREENWICH STREET/WYNDHAM FARM BOULEVARD PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

· For additional details and status update, please refer to separate correspondence from our office to Dr. Kevin Brennan, dated February 12, 2004.

5. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH

· For additional details and status update, please refer to separate correspondence from our office to Dr. Kevin Brennan, dated February 12, 2004.

· Our office has forwarded a cover letter and supporting Township Resolution #2004-24 to the NJDOT to secure the required extension (ref. correspondence dated February 4, 2004).

· At the January 28, 2004 Special Meeting, the Township authorized our office to put the project out to bid subsequent to receipt of an approval from the Warren County Engineer’s Office.  The project has not been advertised to date pending final sign-off from Mr. and Mrs. Ball on their easement agreement with the Township.  We expect this to occur shortly and we will advertise the project immediately thereafter.

6. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT (2003 NJDOT GRANT)

· For additional details and status update, please refer to separate correspondence from our office to Dr. Kevin Brennan, dated February 12, 2004.
· Our office has forwarded a cover letter and supporting Township Resolution #2004-23 to the NJDOT to secure the required extension (ref. correspondence dated February 4, 2004).
7. PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP) (no change since January report)

· Our office previously completed the Phase II Sanitary Sewer Flow Build-out Analysis as required by the NJDEP.  This report was forwarded to the NJDEP on July 16, 2003.  All members of the Township Committee were previously provided a copy of this report.  A brief summary of the status of this project was provided by me at the July 17, 2003 Committee Meeting.  At this juncture, we are still waiting for the NJDEP to issue a summary report which will combine the information supplied by each of the five (5) respective municipalities.

8. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have finally been adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township should have recently received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  The NJDEP has established a deadline for submission of both the Request for Authorization (RFA) form and the grant application of March 3, 2004.  Therefore, it is somewhat imperative that the Township Committee authorize our office to complete the RFA and grant application and forward same to the NJDEP in advance of the March 3, 2004 deadline.
· I recently attended a Municipal Engineer’s Conference on February 11, 2004 where I was provided with some additional information relative to the Township’s required compliance with these new regulations.  Unfortunately, Greenwich Township has been designated as a Tier A municipality which requires some additional and expedited responsibilities versus Tier B municipalities.  I believe it will be necessary for the Township to budget some monies for 2004 in order to facilitate the initial stages of compliance with these regulations.  I would look for your direction relative to our role in both the budgetary and compliance aspects of this matter.
9. WASHINGTON STREET WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTION (no change since January report)

· I have spoken with County Engineer Dave Hicks regarding his thoughts on the feasibility of implementing a weight limit restriction on Washington Street.  As you may recall, Washington Street was a County road for many years and was just conveyed to the Township in the late 1990s.  Based upon that fact, I felt it was appropriate to get Mr. Hicks’ input on this matter.  Mr. Hicks suggested that the Township request to use the County traffic counters in order to determine the number, frequency and type of trucks which traverse Washington Street on a daily basis.  Mr. Hicks advised me that the County would offer the counters to the Township at no cost and that the counters not only document number of vehicles, but also types of vehicles.  With that information in hand, we would be in a better and more informed position to consider a weight limit restriction for Washington Street.

· At the December 18, 2003 Committee Meeting, the Committee authorized our office to coordinate with the County Engineering Department regarding the placement of the traffic counters.  The County has advised that it would be preferable to wait until Spring to perform the counts.  At this juncture, we will continue to coordinate this matter with the County and advise the Township Committee of its progress as we proceed.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize Engineer Finelli to submit RFA and grant application which is due March 3rd.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

10. REGISTRATION OF TOWNSHIP SANITARY SEWER FORCE MAIN

· I originally informed the Township of this matter in our August 14, 2003 Engineer’s Report as a result of an inquiry from the Warren County Engineer’s Office.  The matter can be summarized as follows:

· The Township’s Force Main which runs from the pump station located at the end of Tyler Circle (Greenwich Chase) and adjacent to County Route 519 to the Phillipsburg Sewage Treatment Plant is not registered under the State’s “one call” underground utility registration program.  Any potential damage to our Force Main caused by an outside contractor who was unaware of the location and/or existence of this main could be extremely troublesome to the Township and all sanitary sewer users within the Township.

· Our office has been coordinating with Jon Hartzell of Consumers New Jersey Water Company (Consumers) regarding their involvement and responsibilities in this process.  It is my understanding that Consumers will shortly be contacting the Township with the final paperwork to complete the registration.  Also, we had requested that they submit a proposal to the Township associated with their costs to provide the required “mark-out” services.  To date, I have not received any proposal from Consumers.

11. CAPITAL FACILITIES PLANNING

· A Special Meeting was held on December 22, 2003 where Tom Kocubinski and I provided a review of the work performed to date and a synopsis and cost estimates of the various options available to the Township in the matter of future capital facilities planning and construction.

· A second Special Meeting was held on January 28, 2004 where the Township Committee considered certain potential changes to the Fire House as presently designed.  No final decisions regarding the design, size and/or features of the proposed Fire House have been made to date.  I will continue to coordinate this matter further with both the Township Committee and liaison Elaine Emiliani.

12. RINEHART PROPERTY / FUTURE POST OFFICE

· Jim Daley of our office was recently contacted by the Post Office’s architect, Yong-Chol Chyun.  Mr. Chyun requested that we forward some public utility (water and gas) reference mapping to him for his review and information.  Both public water and natural gas are available to serve any development on this site, including the proposed Post Office.  Apparently, the Township’s property is still being strongly considered by the Post Office in their evaluation process.  

13. MUNICIPAL BUILDING GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS

Our office has been soliciting quotes from various contractors in an effort to replace the gutters at the Municipal Building.  Unfortunately, it has been very difficult to get any contractors to bid on this work based primarily upon the unique nature of the gutter construction and their relationship to the existing roof.  To date, we have received one (1) proposal from New Jersey Gutter, Inc. in the amount of $7,890.00.  I am hoping that two (2) or three (3) more quotes will be received prior to the February 19, 2004 meeting.  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the meeting to the public for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Dianna Cole- 520 North Main Street – Provided to the Committee a letter of concerns regarding the Bridge on North Main St, Drainage problems, the Township owned property on North Main Street.  

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to accept the Maintenance Bond previously submitted by Developers Bank, subject to confirmation by Developers Bank.  The Township to be reimbursed $5,500 from the developers cash performance guarantee and that the balance of the cash would be subject to the levy of Mr. Savage.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to retain the services of Lou Goldshore as special counsel for the purpose of investigating relative to NJDEP Stormwater Management Regulations.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

