March 15, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Joseph Gurneak, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Guy Fleming, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi

The Flag Salute was repeated

The Sunshine Law was read as follows:  "Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and the Phillipsburg Free Press,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of January 18, 2001 Township Minutes 

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the January 18, 2001 minutes

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

      

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector


Planning Board 

Municipal Court


Police Report


Building Department Report
3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve items #2 and #3 of the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2001-20 Introduction of 2001 Municipal Budget by Title Only

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve Resolution 2001-20

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-21 Safe & Secure Communities Program

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-21

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-22 Clean Communities Program

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-22

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-23 Uniform Fire Safety Act

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-23

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-24 New Jersey Tree Planting Grant

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2001-24

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-25 Delay of Introduction of 2001 Municipal Budget

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve Resolution 2001-25

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

First Reading

Ordinance 2001-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed that the project is moving forward.  He had a meeting with Rath’s and their Attorney Donald Souder’s regarding the realignment of their property.  He also had a joint meeting with the DOT, representatives from Lopatcong Township and the County Engineer.  They discussed moving the project forward and to prepare to go out for bidding.  

Recreational Fields

Engineer Finelli informed that the backstops and fencing along the base paths are about 75% done

County Route 637 / North Main Street/ Prospect Street Intersection

Engineer Finelli discussed with the Committee the options regarding this intersection.  There presently is two no outlet signs coming out to North Main Street, we could leave status quo or we need to get the process to changing it as was originally requested, with no left turn coming out of Prospect Street, no right turn going on to Prospect Street.  He indicated that there is a problem with a site distance regarding the bridge.  Presently there is signs not allowing exit out of Prospect Street, but there is no signs indicating that you can’t make a turn onto Prospect Street.  This discussion will carry over to April meeting.  In the meantime, the Committee members are going to take a look at this road.  He also recommended additional restrictions regarding turning off of North Main Street to Prospect Street.

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phases II, V, and VI

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that phases 2 & 5 are very close, with a potential next month being ready for dedication.


Pump Station/Force Main

Engineer Finelli informed that Toll Brothers is working on the dedication punchlist his office provided.

County Route 637

Approval of County Resolution for School Zone Speed Limit 

Restriction

Engineer Finelli informed that last month Committeeman Esposito was going to inquire with the Board of Education as to who is going to pay for the signs.  The Committee discussed if electronic signs are going to be used the School Board should pay for these, however if regular signs are going to be used then the Township will pay for them.  Committeeman Esposito will talk to the members on the Board.

PIG Grant Amendments

Engineer Finelli informed that the addition of Beatty’s application is almost complete to the amendments to the grant.

Dumont Road/Commercial Center Access Driveway Stop Signs

 Engineer Finelli informed that the State DOT approved the existing stop signs on Dumont Road at the entrance to the Commercial Center, they did not approve the request for additional stop signs to be located on Dumont Road.  Engineer Finelli will forward this information to Chief Willever and will also continue talking with the DOT.

Greenwich Chase Bond Reductions


Phase 8: Bond Reduction #2 – Resolution 2001-26

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Resolution 2001-26

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED


Phases 7 & 9 Bond Reduction #3 – Resolution 2001-27

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-27

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Engineer Finelli informed that he attending a joint meeting with representatives from Lopatcong, Pohatcong, and the DOT regarding the Route 22/519 improvements.  Engineer Finelli has received a copy of the construction plan.  They are requesting from him comments regarding their new concept of this plan.  He requested authorization from the Committee to review the revised DOT plan and forward comments to them.

Engineer Finelli discussed with the Committee the location of the Building Department trailer, which will be located at the Old School parking lot.  Engineer Finelli was authorized by the Committee to put bid documents together and proceed with going out to bid, with an engineering fee not to exceed $1,200.  The size of the trailer desired is 12X60.

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Review of Bretti-Phil Developer’s Agreement

Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he has received the developers agreement for this project.  He has reviewed along with Attorney Edleston the agreement.  They added to the agreement provisions regarding snow plowing and also added into the agreement with the COAH/Housing fee.  Their attorney has requested Peles and Edleston’s approval, however there is blanks that need to be filled out in the agreement, pertaining to engineering information from their engineer.  They requested approval from the Committee to allow the Mayor to sign the agreement once all the blanks are filled out.

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli authorizing the Mayor to sign the agreement once approval has been received by Attorney Peles and Engineer Finelli after they review the completed agreement upon their approval of this agreement.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Revised Ordinance 2001-01

 Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he had to make changes to the ordinance.  He had to reconfigure the order of no-permitted and permitted use on Township property. When the use is permitted on Township property certain conditions apply.  Changes in clarification such as there is no such use as assessory use.  Engineer Finelli requested that additional requirements should be in the ordinance that any tower that is approved our emergency services should be allowed to utilize this tower.  This ordinance is scheduled for public hearing and adoption at the April 19th meeting.

Revised Ordinance 2001-02

Attorney Peles stated that Attorney Edleston provided additional comments regarding the maintenance issue.  There should be a provision that the Township can charge the owner of the maintenance and make it an assessment against the property and put into a lien status.   This ordinance is scheduled for public hearing and adoption at the April 19th meeting.

Revised Special Meeting notification policy

Attorney Peles informed that he has revised the policy and provided the Committee with the changes incorporated into them.  He recommended that the Committee vote on this policy.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the special meeting notification policy prepared by Attorney Peles.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

New Rescue Vehicle bid package exceptions and clarifications

Because of the delay in the adoption of the budget, awarding of the vehicle can not be done.  Attorney Peles recommended that the Committee authorize the drafting of a letter to Pierce Manufacturing requesting an extension of the bid to allow the budget to be adopted and award of the bid.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to authorize Attorney Peles to write a letter to Pierce Manufacturing requesting an extension of the bid.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Zelley

COAH update

Mayor Zelley reported that out of the 70 units, there are 13 remaining units available.

Planning Board update

Mayor Zelley reported he was notified that Larkin will be doing testing at the site, so if you see a backhoe there, they are doing testing.  They are going to be going forward with the plan that is in accordance with the Master Plan.  Bretti Phil, Phase II is under technical review, the subcommittee will be meeting with them in the next couple of weeks, the public hearing could be in May.  Subdivision on Route 57, which is Sunshine Landscaping, they were previously leasing the property, now they have purchased the property with conforming lots.  He reported that there is nothing new on Millstein.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked regarding the status of the Daycare Center.  Mayor Zelley informed that he was contacted about three months ago by Toll Brothers and he gave them David Niles telephone number, and they were going to contact him directly.  He informed that the trial is coming up soon.  Mayor Zelley will call Dave and see what is going on with this.

Farmland Preservation update

Mayor Zelley indicated that he thinks it would be a good idea to look at reconstituting the open space committee, which will have a mission statement and listing of goals and objectives.  The agricultural board has been working with the farmers, there is going to be a presentation in Pohatcong Township regarding the financing and they will be going over the pro’s and con’s as to what they can do with the money.  He informed that all farms that are in the program are beyond the township level, they are at the County and State level.  He informed that some of the application are being close to being completed.  Mayor Zelley talked about a letter to be sent out to the residents along with a map and informed that he will provide a copy of the letter to the Committee for feedback, he stated that this letter and map would inform the public of the status of the farmland preservation.


Resolution 2001-28 /  Approval of development easements

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2001-28

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Clean Community Grant

Mayor Zelley reported to the Committee that the Township received a grant in the amount of $4,218.00.

Deputy Mayor Gurneak

Siren System

Committeeman Gurneak informed that there will be a meeting in Franklin Township on March 26th regarding the siren.  He proposed to the Committee of having David Burd from Merrill Creek to come to a special meeting maybe in June/July to speak with the residents regarding the siren system.  He will inform the Committee of the date of the meeting.

Truck Traffic Rt. 639

Committeeman Gurneak reported to the Committee that since the railroad bridge has been renovated that trucks are using this road.  He contacted the paper mills and they assured him that they are going to use Route 519 in Alpha.  He stressed that this new bridge does not have a truck tonnage limit posted.  He spoke with the Chief and advised him to watch for trucks using this road.

Reassessment update

Committeeman Gurneak reported that he spoke with the Tax Assessor and was informed that the reassessment is right on schedule and should be completed by May.  He informed that this will affect the residents in 2001.

Committeeman Esposito

Website

Committeeman Esposito reported that the website is up and running.  He openly asked for suggestions regarding the site.  He thanked Bill Brodniak and Debbie Pasquarelli for the help.  He informed that the theme is to be proud of Greenwich Township.

Snow Removal Policy

Committeeman Esposito asked on the status of this policy since there were so many problems in Wyndham farms in the past.  Attorney Peles informed that he is working on this.

Rock Wall

Committeeman Esposito reported the M. Rieder promised that they are going to remedy this in the spring of 2001.

Town Computers

Committeeman Esposito informed the Committee that he is going to start an inventory of the computers used in the Township building.  

Office on Aging

Committeeman Esposito reported that he is working with municipal coordinator Doris Rayna on services for the seniors.  He informed that they are working on nominations of the 2001 Citizen of the Year Award.

Insurance

Committeeman Esposito informed that he has contacted several insurance brokers regarding the Township insurance.  His goal is for them to review our policies, and not to reduce coverage, just premiums.

Committeeman Esposito asked the Committee if the May meeting could be rescheduled due to a work conflict.  He asked everyone to check their schedules and get back at the April meeting.

Weigh Station – Committeeman Esposito stated that he has read the traffic engineer’s study and he stated that this is a safety issue and he is against this project.

Old School – Committeeman Esposito stated that he would like to get suggestions regarding the use of the old school and would like to get people involved and help to get some grant money.  Mayor Zelley informed that he will follow up on this.

Committeeman Fleming

Emergency Red Light Approval for Squad Members:



Gary Hill & Charles Purcell

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the above listed members for red light permits

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Recycling Tonnage Grant / Resolution 2001-29

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-29

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Recreation update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 6th, Rain or Shine, at the Stewartsville Elementary School.  She informed that baseball season is underway, the opening season is the beginning of April.  She also informed that there are four teams that are in the basketball playoffs.

Buyer Beware Ordinance

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that she has received a draft from Attorney Peles to review.  

Parks & Playgrounds work

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that she will be sending out next week to Committeeman Fleming and Foreman Howell a memo regarding the work that needs to be done at the fields.

Board of Adjustment update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that the Board denied the application to Sunshine Tree and Landscaping for the proposed stump dump.

Newsletter

Committeewoman Pasqurelli informed that she is instituting a new policy regarding the newsletter.  The newsletter will be done every month instead of as needed.  Deadline for information is the end of the month, will go to the printer the first of week of each month.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Bill McCarthy  - stated that he is concerned about the trucks on Greenwich Street.  He requested a sign coming off of Route 22 informing of truck weight limit.  Engineer Finelli will write a quick letter to Dave Hicks requesting a weight limit restriction on Greenwich Street.  Also Mayor Zelley and Committeeman Esposito will talk with M. Rieder about paving the roads.

Greg Blaszka – Commended Committeeman Esposito regarding opening up the open space committee.  Requested that money be put into the budget for the open space committee to have an attorney for legal advise.  Mayor Zelley stated that we already have money set aside in the budget for professional expenses.  Concerned about the property behind his house, stated when they cleared the property all the grass is in the pond, wants to make sure that the grass is planted properly.

Jim Carter -  Informed the Committee that he sustained damage to his vehicle, M. Rieder told him that they are not responsible for the damage.  Also requested additional information about the Merrill Creek Reservior.

Peter Rygiel – Stated that he is concerned about the area between Greenwich Chase and Wyndham Farm, is this area going to be mowed.

RECESS

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to come back from recess and open the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract Negotiations, Litigation and Personnel

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Gurneak  made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion to come out of executive session and open the meeting, seconded by Committeeman Fleming.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming informed the Committee that he wants to put in commercial tile in the hallway of the muncipal building.  The cost is $226.00 for the materials and $900.00 for the labor.

Committeeman Fleming stated that he would like to restructure the way meetings are held.  He suggested that the first part should be a business meeting, then executive session and the last half hour to entertain our public comment.  Committeeman Esposito suggested that we should include a short public comment period in the first session also.  Committeeman Gurneak suggested that we should initiate a sign in if anyone wants to speak.  Mayor Zelley said that he noticed a big change in the public attitude, he suggested we wait another month.  Committeeman Fleming stated that the people are just making up their agenda during the meeting, Committeeman Gurneak stated that the meetings are not a question and answer period and he is against doing a straw poll.  Committeeman Esposito stated that we work for the residents.  Mayor Zelley agreed that we should not allow straw polls.  Committeeman Gurneak stated that he doesn’t agree with this but that he would like to know ahead of time some of the subject issues.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to hire Attorney Glen Keinz to review the COAH documents at a fee not to exceed $1,000.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley authorizing Attorney Peles to provide to the Prosecutors Alternate Prosecutors to be utilized in his absence.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to enter into contract with the Rinehart estate for land located on North Main Street to be used as a municipal complex.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak authorizing Engineer Finelli to do due diligence regarding the Rinehart property.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Zelley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

