March 21, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Guy Fleming, Committeeman Joe Gurneak, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of Minutes of:  January 17, 2002, February 21, 2002

     Budget Meeting Minutes of:  January 08, 2002, January 26, 2002, February 6, 2002, February 20, 2002 and February 28, 2002

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:


Tax Collector

Planning Board


Municipal Court 
Police Report


Building Dept. 

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Fleming

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2002-28
Introduction of 2002 Municipal Budget by Title Only

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-28.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-29
Safe & Secure Communities Program

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-29

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-30
Clean Communities Program

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2002-30

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-31
Uniform Fire Safety Act

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-31

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2002-32
Delay of Introduction of 2002 Municipal Budget

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-32

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2002-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-05

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-03

AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE BUDGET CAP FROM 2.5% TO 5%

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-03

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there were no comments regarding Ordinance 2002-03, Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public hearing.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2002-03

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-04

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XXI OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES ENTITLED “SEWERS, SEWAGE & INDUSTRIAL WASTE”

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there were no comments, Committeeman Fleming made a motion seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public hearing.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2002-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road


Update


Meetings with affected property owners

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the Township Attorney along with himself have met with three of the four effected property owners regarding this project.  Will be setting up a meeting with the other property owner within the next couple of weeks.  Informed that he is in the process of reviewing the realignment plans from Lopatcong Township, and also reviewing the plans from the County regarding their realignment project.

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phase 9


Greenwich Hills, Phases II & III


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm


North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)


South Side (Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the above listed development sections are not ready to be dedicated to the Township, however he noted that they will be ready within the next couple of months.

Greenwich Center


Update on Project Construction, Phases I & II

Engineer Finelli informed that on-site construction is moving forward.  He informed that there has not been any activity on the County Road or Route 22.  Informed that there is a conflict between the storm sewer drain and the existing water main on Greenwich Street that is causing the delay on the County Road.

 Wyndham Farms


Tree Waiver Form Requirement

Engineer Finelli informed that he is working with Attorney Jost regarding preparing a tree waiver form that the residents in Wyndham will sign indicating that they do not want a street tree planted on their property.  He informed that once this form has been prepared he will forward it to M. Rieder Companies to distribute to the affected property owners to sign.

Boy Scout Troop 63 Conservation Project for Beatty’s Road

Troop Leader informed the Committee that they would like to do a service project that would help the community.  He informed that they would like to pick up the trash along Beatty’s Road.  He requested if the Committee would put up an “Adopt a Highway” sign indicating this program of the Boy Scouts.  There was discussion regarding liability issues and he informed that he will provide the Township a Certificate of Insurance from the Boy Scouts indicating their insurance coverage.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the request of the Boy Scouts in adopting Beatty’s Road as their service project.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Green Acres Planning Incentive Acquisition Project

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public for public hearing regarding the Green Acres Planning Incentive Grant.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Open Space Chairman, Brooke Waldt addressed the Committee regarding the grant application.  He informed that tonight’s objective is to provide information to the Township Committee on the Green Acres Planning Incentive grant, and secondly to secure confirmation of the Recreation and Open Space inventory from the Mayor Debbie Pasquarelli.  In February of 2002 the Committee submitted a Green Acres PIG application to the Green Acres program.  It is a request for nearly 1.3 million in funding from the State of New Jersey and this is similar to the farm planning incentive grant, which is to provide funding on a broad base acquisition verses anything specific.  This provides for the conservation and recreation, both active and passive for open space, greenways and pristine areas within our township.  We are asking to the State to provide funding to help us acquire properties for open space for the future.  Currently, our existing inventory of open space and recreation totals 86 acres, 16 municipal, 70 county.  Within the application itself, there are two approved methods to determine the necessary open space requirements.  We used the balance land use method, which is approved by the State of New Jersey that indicates to us that a total of 210 acres are required to meet the projected demand of Greenwich Township.  Currently, we are only 40% of the way there we have a shortfall of 124 acres. Factors and considerations that were considered when putting this application together were we took a look at the 1998 Master Plan of Greenwich Township, we looked at the location of our current open space and recreation properties, looked at the current infrastructure of our township with consideration of future needs, looked at the County and State of New Jersey plans.  In summary he stated that they are trying to preserve the rural character and agricultural heritage of this community, along with contributing to the overall quality of life in Greenwich Township, our goal is to preserve 210 acres for open space, greenways and pristine areas for the purpose of conservation, preservation, recreation as defined by the OSRP.  

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Committee previously endorsed by Resolution to approval of this grant application.  She indicated that what tonight’s public hearing is for is to satisfy a requirement of the grant application.  Mayor Pasquarelli requested from the public any questions or comments regarding this grant application. There were no questions or comments from the public regarding the Green Acres grant application.

As there were no questions, Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close the public hearing regarding the Green Acres Planning Incentive Acquisition grant.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

Safe Kid Playground Grant

Engineer Finelli informed that he coordinating with John Howell regarding the upgrades to the existing equipment and the surface areas.  They will be contacting equipment vendors regarding equipment that the Township will be ordering soon.  He informed that the next order of business is to order mulch to be spread over the next couple of weeks around the equipments. 

Greenwich street / Wyndham Farm Blvd. Pedestrian Crossing


Review of alternatives

Engineer Finelli informed that Committeeman Esposito has discussed another alternative last month about the other signal.  He informed that he did some research and it turns out that this signal is an acceptable signal in New Jersey, he informed from a cost perspective it is no different than a standard traffic signal. Mayor Pasquarelli informed that until the Township adopts the budget authorization can not be given to move forward with this project.  She directed Engineer Finelli to list this item for the April meeting.

 Route 173 Weigh Limit Restriction

Engineer Finelli informed that he sent a letter to the DOT to put a warning sign as trucks are exiting Route 78 heading East onto Route 173 at Exit 3, informing that Route 173 heading East is a Weigh Restricted Roadway.  

Rinehart property


Availability of fill material

Engineer Finelli informed that this was discussed last month.  He followed up and spoke with the contractor and was informed that that material will be available for the next 3-6 months.  He informed that the Township will have to pay to have it trucked.  The Committee consider this option.

NJDOT Route 22 Improvement Project


Presentation of Latest Concept

Engineer Finelli presented to the Committee the latest conceptual plans provided by the Dot for the Route 22 Improvement Project.  The Committee expressed concerns regarding this plan.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that this plan basically is indicating that the way that they are planning on the alleviating the traffic problem on Route 22 is to move the traffic through Greenwich, which is unacceptable.  Engineer Finelli stated that there are many issues regarding this plan and at some point a meeting will be held to relay these issues to the DOT.

Greenwich Chase Phase IV Auxiliary Parking Lot


Update from Integra Management Rep.

Engineer Finelli informed that he was informed from Integra Management that they would like to have the lot paved and curbed.  He informed that this would raise the expense considerably.  He informed them that he would get back to them with an official position of the Township. He informed that if curbing is done drainage would have to be considered at an estimated cost of the project of $30,000, which will require the Township to go out to bid. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

· Weigh Station 
Update


Appoint Special Engineer

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she secured a meeting with the new DOT Commissioner on March 6, 2002.  Attending the meeting Township Attorney Peter Jost, John Dupont and Attorney Paul Anzano.  She informed that this was an opportunity to present our concerns regarding this project directly to the Commissioner.  She informed that that the weigh station is going to create an unsafe condition ingress and egress on exit 4. The Collateral truck traffic is going to increase on Route 173.  She informed that the data that the Township collected along Route 78 is going to be a high rate of traffic.  She informed that a public meeting will be scheduled in April regarding the weigh station.  

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she would like to appoint EKA Associates as Special Engineer for this project.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to appoint EKA Associates as Special Engineer regarding the Weigh Station.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Fleming

Smart Growth Grant


Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that this is the Countywide strategic plan that Warren County Department of Planning has been working on since 1999.  They are applying for State Aid for a program to do a county wide economic development overall review of what development should look like in the County.  Planning Director Dech informed the Township that a substantial portion of the grant in the amount of $125,000 may not be awarded due to the State budget cuts in Trenton.

Volunteer Tuition Program – Resolution 2002-27

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-27.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Gypsy Moth – Resolution 2002-33

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-33

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Community Day


Set date for September 28, 2002

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to set September 28, 2002 for Community Day

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Blue Light Permit Approval – table until next meeting.

Resolution 2002-34 – Supporting the call for a Constitutional Convention on Property Tax Reform

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-34

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Date for April Meeting 

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the date for the April meeting would need to be changed due to conflicts in schedules.  The Committee discussed different available dates and set 

Monday, April 22, 2002 @ 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to change the April meeting date to Monday, April 22, 2002 @ 7:30 P.M.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Esposito

Recreation Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Easter Egg Hunt was a success.  He informed that Recreation put out 5,000 eggs for this event.  He thanked Fire Chief Joseph Mecsey for all their help in cooking the hotdogs and helping out.  He informed that approximately 400-500 people attended this event.  The Recreation Cheerleading project has recently started with 70 girls participating.  Recreation will be conducting a fundraiser campaign with a basket bingo and casino night planned.  He informed that the baseball and softball programs are underway and that new programs have been added for the 6-7 yr old girls, and a basketball clinic will be initatied.  He informed that the new Recreation website is linked to the Township website.

Planning Board Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Planning Board is revising the Circulation Plan for the Township.  They are conducting special workshop meetings to review the plan.

 Old School Committee Update

The next meeting is scheduled for April 11th.   The Committee is working hard on preparing the grant application for historic preservation.   They are exploring every grant that is available.  There has been suggestions for the use of the building for a Library and Senior Center.

Committeeman Gurneak

Merrill Creek Sirens

Committeeman Gurneak informed that last week there was an article in newspaper about the CAN system and sirens.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that the position of the Township is that we want both the sirens and the CAN system.   She informed that Special Counsel is talking with the State regarding State regulations about an emergency siren system.  Merrill Creek wants an answer from us as to whether we want the sirens by the end of the month.  

Traffic Issues / Beacon Street 

Chief Willever informed the Committee that there is a problem with traffic coming off of Route 57 and turning onto Beacon Street where there is parked cars close to the intersection.  He informed that this is a safety issue.  He requested of the Township Committee that they direct the Road Department to put up no parking signs from the corner of the intersection.  Committeeman Fleming informed that he will direct the Road Department to do this work.

Committeeman Blaszka

Environmental Commission Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that they are working on some projects concerning recycling issues that the Township will have to face in the future.  As of 12/31/02 the County is no longer going to support the recycling program.  Another issue they are working on is the Martin Creek Power Plant emissions problem.  

Board of Education Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that this is a tough issue for him to talk about. He attended the Board of Education meeting and was proud of the work that they are doing.  The Board is working on presenting the school budget to the public.  One of the issues is school bussing.  The Board will provide the school bussing in their budget.  He informed that the Board has asked the Committee to look at this issue for the residents regarding bussing for the children.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that previously there was discussion on having the Police Chief, Committeeman Gurneak and Engineer Finelli regarding looking into the safety issues regarding children walking to school if sidewalks were provided.    Committeeman Blaszka urged the residents to come out and vote at the School Board Elections to be held April 16th.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public from recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

 John Toth – 1728 Washington Valley Drive – Inquired as to the status of the traffic ligh on Greenwich St, Wyndham Farm Blvd.  Engineer Finelli informed that it would be a full traffic signal at an approximate cost of $140,000 and would take approx. 9 months to accomplish in having installed.  A flashing warning beacon signal would cost $30,000 and would take only 3 months to have installed. 

Bill McCarthy – 1926 Gary Road – Concerns about the traffic lights all around the Township.  Has anyone researched this.  Concerned that there is a lot of children crossing the streets.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed him that the children are being bussed right now.

Bill Savino -1903 Lincoln Drive – If the BOE is going to be putting the bussing in their budget, why does the township need to discuss this.  Blaszka informed that the school is taking the position that the bussing of the children is not their responsibility from 2.1 miles to 0.  He stated that the township is taking the position that from 2.1 to 0 miles is not their responsibility either.  He stated that maybe there may be a policy obligation on this.  He stated as a town we should be worrying about the safety of the children.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that the school will be providing bussing for the current year and the next academic year if the budget passes.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that if the budget doesn’t pass we will have to review the budget at that point.

Charlie Stillman 417 Daniel Drive – The Township is not adequate to allow the children to walk to school, there is no sidewalks and concerned about traffic problems in front of the school.   Encourage the Township to review all options.  

Daria McPhee -  517 Madison Drive – Asked if permission could be given to have a community clean up day for the creek in the park.  Committeeman Blaszka will handle this proposal with the Environmental Commission.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to close executive session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to hire Mark A. Fornaciari as part-time building inspector at a salary rate of $12.00 per hour.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

