April 17, 2003

7:30 PM

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present: Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Chief Financial Officer Gregory DellaPia, and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi - Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani arrived late at 8:05 P.M.

The Flag Salute was repeated

The Sunshine Law was read as follows: " Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and the Phillipsburg Free Press, 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA


“All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.”

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

Regular Minutes:
February 20, 2003,  (March 20, 2003 – removed)

      Executive Session:     March 20, 2003

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:

                Tax Collector


Planning Board


          Municipal Court

Treasurer

                      Police Report                            Building Department Report

3. Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Mayor Blaszka requested that the March 20, 2003 regular minutes be removed from the Consent Agenda.  He stated that more information needed to be included in the minutes regarding the discussion of the Planning Board and Weigh Station.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the above listed Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to open the meeting to the public for public comment

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Ray Tanella of  205 Austin Circle – Informed the Committee that the folks living on Austin Circle have been living with water problems for the last 4 years.  Wants Toll Brothers to take care of this. Finelli responded that he has been working with Toll Brothers on correcting this problem.  He informed that Toll Bros. is committed to working on issue.  

Ken Rath of Route 519 -  Informed the Committee that he is here tonight regarding the no left turn signs on Dumont Road.  Informed that this is causing problems with his business and the residents.  He stated that he has a petition signed by 475 signatures.  Mayor Blaszka informed that the County would be installing a 3-way light in either July/August.  He informed that after the death of the woman recently at this intersection, the Committee made a decision to put in the no left turn restriction until the 3- way light is installed.  Mr. Rath stated that he would like to have it in writing a commitment from the County as to when the will be installed.  Engineer Finelli informed that the design is completed, waiting for the approval from the NJDOT. County Engineer Hicks recently informed him that everything is on schedule.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli wanted to know why he obtained the signatures and why is this a concern for him.  He stated that this is a huge inconvenience for the people driving on Dumont Road.  He stated that people coming off of Stryker’s Road are cutting through his parking lot.  He stated that this is affecting his business.  

Mrs. Gianone - She stated that when she moved into the Township there were two major accidents at the intersection location.  She called then at that time and was told that the light was coming in at that time.  She stated that she doesn’t like the no left turn off of Stryker’s road.  Mayor Blaszka informed that the timing of the installation of this light is out of our control, it is a County Road.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that the Township has been pushing for this for the past few years.  

John Toth of  728 Washington Valley Drive – Stated his appreciation to the subcommittee for starting the process regarding shared services.  Mayor Blaszka informed that the CFO would be addressing this issue with the Committee.  He stated that the BOE appreciates that the Township is addressing this issue.  He provided an expenditures summary for the last ten years indicating the cost spent for mowing and plowing.

Tom Myers of 303 Joseph Way – Corrected that it is Cub Scout Troop #61 that will be doing the clean up in the field by the Squad building.  It was incorrectly indicated that it was the Boy Scout Troop #54. 

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2003-31
Introduction of 2003 Municipal Budget by Title Only

Committeeman Mallory stated that the Committee has spent a great deal of time on working on this budget and the impact on the community regarding the tax increase.  

Committeeman Marchetta stated that we are looking at a 33% increase.  Committeeman Mallory stated that this is difficult to fathom with the economy they way it is.  Committeeman Marchetta and Mallory stated that they would like to take an additional look at the budget.

CFO Della Pia informed that if the Committee doesn’t introduce the budget before May 1st the State will come in and develop the budget.  

The Township Committee reviewed their calendars and set up May 6th & May 9th for a budget workshop meeting to discuss amendments.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve Resolution 2003-31 – Introduction of the 2003 Municipal Budget by Title Only.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2003-32 Special Item of Revenue: Uniform Fire Safety Act

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-32

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

2003-34 Special Item of Revenue:  Clean Communities Program

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-34

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

2003-35 Special Item of Revenue:  Safe & Secure Communities Program

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-35

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

2003-33 Delay in the Introduction of the Municipal Budget

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve Resolution 2003-33

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Pasquarelli    (left the room)

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2003-07

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE INDEMNIFICATION AND/OR LEGAL DEFENSE OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES IN THE EVENT OF CERTAIN KINDS OF CIVIL LIABILITY

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-07

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Pasquarelli    (left the room)

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-07

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Pasquarelli    (left the room)

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt Ordinance 2003-07

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Pasquarelli    (left the room)

MOTION CARRIED

Pasquarelli came back to the meeting

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that on April 14th he met with County Engineer David Hicks and the Lopatcong Township Engineer to discuss coordination of this project.  He informed them that the Township has not made any formal commitment on this project.  The County and Lopatcong Township informed that they are moving forward with this project.  He informed that they are working on the plans for the original alignment.  He stated that he informed them they he had just completed the cost estimate on this project and until the Township Committee commits to an alignment, he couldn’t tell them much more than we are working on it. 

Finelli informed that the cost estimate for the alternative realignment is roughly $700,000 which doesn’t include land acquisition, soft cost any remediation work that would need to be done to any affected properties, this does not include any work done on the other side of the road (Dumont by-pass) which we are looking at having the State doing at some point, or looking at as another separate project.  

Finelli informed that the total approximated cost of this project is 1 million dollars. The Township has received grants totaling $330,000, which would create a shortfall of $650,000 if the Township wants to proceed with the alternative realignment project.  He informed that the State would most likely inform that the Township would be responsible for the shortfall. There was discussion regarding having the Engineer take a step to make an appointment with the NJDOT to discuss the alternative realignment project.

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to authorize Engineer Finelli to set up a meeting with the NJDOT to discuss the alternative realignment project.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Future Dedication


Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

Finelli informed that no activity has occurred.  Toll Bros is waiting for the weather to get better and then come in and finish the project. 


Wyndham Farm



North Side ( Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South Side ( Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Finelli informed that he had a meeting with the Contractor and Steve Poles from M. Rieder last week and reviewed the punch list.  He informed weather permitting they will be moving forward with completing this work.

Greenfields @ Greenwich Section III

Notice of pending bond default

Finelli informed that a letter was sent to Alex Falcinelli  giving notice deadline of May 15th to complete project or we would proceed with bond default.  He informed that he received a telephone call from Dick Piani who is an investor in the project and was informed they want to avoid from having the Township moving forward with the bond default. The CFO informed that there is $13,000 from the cash portion remaining. Finelli informed that it appears that the work may get done without us having to proceed.  Engineer Finelli stated that he  put in the letter that if Mr. Falcinelli’s intentions were that he was not going to proceed with the work to let us know, he also stated in the letter that the Township would be unwilling to grant an extension

Greenwich Station Home Depot/Shop Rite


Request for Bond Release

Engineer Finelli informed that Toll Brothers posted a bond many years ago and now they are now requesting to have the bond released.  He informed that we are not going to proceed diligently with this bond release, but they may not move to quickly to get things done in other areas.  He informed Toll that there are many zoning violations, they argued that it is the storeowners problem.  It was decided that Engineer Finelli, Attorney Jost, Zoning Officer Dave Barretto, Committeeman Marchetta and Toll Brothers should have a meeting to discuss the problems.  Finelli will schedule the meeting.

Greenwich Center

Phase I blasting impact analysis

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the analysis is not completed.  He stated that he is disappointed.  He informed that this affects the property owners of Yvonne Way.

Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the County had sent a letter requesting that  the Township agree to sign off and execute an agreement to maintain the sidewalks within the Greenwich Street right-of-way associated with the Greenwich Center project.  His recommendation to the Committee is there is no reason why the Township would agree to sign this agreement.  He stated that Lowe’s needs to be responsible to maintain the sidewalk and sign an agreement with the County.  There was discussion regarding the intent of the County requesting for the Township to sign this agreement.  Engineer Finelli will contact the County to find out some of the questions regarding this request.  It was decided to table this discussion until the May meeting.  During this time Engineer Finelli will contact the County and Attorney Jost will research New Jersey law regarding the statutes related to property owners and their responsibility.

Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions

Engineer Finelli informed that the Township has received the revisions to the flood plain.  He informed that the revisions where not what he was hoping for.  He stated that a portion of the property/future firehouse is still on the flood plain maps.  He stated that he has not yet contacted FEMA regarding this problem.  He informed that if the maps are not revised again to remove the flood plain areas associated with the future firehouse, the Township would  need to file a Stream Encroachment Permit, which will cost approximately $5,000 to $10,000.  Engineer Finelli informed that he would contact the Engineers associated with the revisions to discuss the problem associated with the revisions.  He informed that he would report back to the Committee the status.

Greenwich Street / Wyndham Farm Blvd Pedestrian Crossing.

Engineer Finelli informed that the Mayor sent a letter requesting the expeditious review by the New Jersey Department of Transportation.  He informed that right now we are on hold pattern waiting for their response.  He also informed that he sent a letter to Dr. Brennan informing of the pedestrian improvement projects.

2004 NJDOT Transportation Trust Fund Grant Applications

Engineer Finelli informed that this is the grant program that we have been funded through for Stryker’s Road, Bike Path project, South Main Street Sidewalk Extension.  He informed that the Township has received $500,000 in the last few years through this grant program.  He informed that next years applications are out and the deadline is June 30, 2003.  He recommended that the Township Committee authorize him to develop the applications. At the June meeting he will present the applications for the Mayor and Clerk to endorse and it will then be forwarded to the State.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory authorizing Engineer Finelli to prepare the applications for the 2004 NJDOT Transportation Trust Fund Grant .

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

South Main Street Sidewalk Extension Project 

Engineer Finelli informed that this project he has not been authorized to proceed on.  He informed there is an issue of timing.  This project will need a stream encroachment permit for the crossing of the Merrill Creek for a pedestrian bridge.  He informed that the timeframe would be six to nine months up to a year to for the permit to be granted.  He informed that the sidewalk project is slated until 2005 at the earliest.  He stated that 2004 would be the permit process for the stream encroachment permit and then 2005 for the construction.  He stated that is would be approximately $5,000 expense to process this permit.  The Committee will discuss this project at the next budget meeting to review the engineer line items of projects.

Phillipsburg Regional Wastewater Management Plan Update (WMP)

Engineer Finelli informed that 99% is completed on the entire mapping.  He stated that there is a meeting scheduled for April 29th in Trenton with Engineers from other towns.  He will update the committee of the meeting at the May meeting.

New Jersey State Storm water Management Regulations Update

Engineer Finelli informed that there are no new developments.  He stated that the comment period has been extended.  He will keep the Committee informed of any new developments.

Proposed New Fire House (Rinehart Property)


Concept plan

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that drafted a letter and sent to Elaine, Greg and the Clerk regarding his review of the concept plan for the firehouse.  He stated in the letter he pointed out some problems that he saw with the plan. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

BOND ORDINANCE

2003-05

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR ATHLETIC FIELDS, PARK AREAS, OPEN SPACE, AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION AND OTHER MUNICIPAL PURPOSES IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,800,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-05

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-05

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt Ordinance 2003-05

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Open Space Preservation


Rinehart Property

He stated that he would like to have the Committee sign the voucher for the payment of the Rinehart property to the County.  He stated that this is for the outside Rinehart property along Greenwich Street between the municipal building and Wyndham Farm development.  The Clerk informed that the adopted ordinance will be published May 1, 2003 in the Gazette and there is a 20-day waiting period after publication.  

Historical Senior Citizens Program

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Historical Society has taken on a special project of trying to get the senior citizens together from our town on a monthly basis.  They have received approval to use the Legion Hall for the first meeting.  He stated that the date is flexible about the date when this is going to start.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she would include this information in the next mailing.

Community Banner Service Program 

Mayor Blaszka informed that they also would like to hang banners along telephone poles along Main Street.  For this project approval will be needed from the Township to agree with this project.  Approvals will also be needed from the utility company to hang the banners. 

Cub Scouts Pack #61

Mayor Blaszka informed that Cub Scouts Pack #61 would be cleaning up along the property that they Township purchased along North Main Street.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Cub Scouts Pack #61 to clean up along North Main Street in the field of the proposed new firehouse.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Tom Meyers inquired of safety.  Committeewoman Emiliani stated that she would contact Chief Willever regarding this project.

Mayor Blaszka read a proclamation:  National Day of Prayer – May 1, 2003

New Jersey Mayor’s Conference

Mayor Blaszka informed the Committee that he attended the conference on April 10, & 11th 2003.  He provided packets to the Committee of things he picked up. The theme was shared services, taxes – the issues are out there we must discuss them.  

School Update

Mayor Blaszka informed that the school budget was passed.

IDEA – follow up letter –Mayor Blaszka informed that the federal government is going to increase funding from 15 to 18%.  What is going to happen is that the Federal government will give out a schedule with a timeline on when they are going to be reaching the 40%.  He stated that the Townships and School Boards should be working together so we can get additional funding from the Federal government when they give us mandates to get things done and they don’t fund it.  He informed that the Committee and the Board of Education adopted this Resolution.

Shared Services

Mayor Blaszka informed that his part of this discussion is regarding snow plowing.  Attorney Jost advised that some of this discussion should be discussed in Executive Session because it is Contract Negotiations. 

Mayor Blaszka questioned John Howell Road Department Foreman regarding the snow plowing presented alternatives or options to this Committee regarding we are going to do it all with the equipment that we have or the equipment that we are going to be getting.  He stated his opinion is that upon reviewing the information received by the Road Department Foreman that the Township has sufficient resources to perform the snow plowing services but whether we feel that the residents will accept the inconvenience of having the schools plowed off first before the road crew begins plowing off the roads.  He stated that this is what the issue is all about.  He stated he believes that we do have the equipment, it is just a matter of time.  He informed that the Foreman supplied that it will take one hour to plow off each one of the schools.  Mr. Howell stated that there is six trucks working with a total plow off of the township with one time around it takes 4 ½ hours to complete.  He stated this does not include Wyndham Farms that hasn’t been turned over to the Township, or the two roads off of Beatty’s road.  He stated that he would like to get another big truck to replace the 1986, he stated that they would not be adding any additional trucks.  He stated that we still have two small trucks doing big routes.  He stated that is the problem is without having any new additional vehicles and without having Wyndham Farms development he's concerned about who he is going to utilize from his personnel to plow the school parking lots. He stated the last storm which was a big one the road crew employees were out for over 30 hours plowing snow off the streets of the Township. He's concerned about the sidewalks along the bike path and Wyndham Farms development that will need to be shoveled.  Engineer Finelli informed that Wyndham Farms development would be turned over most likely before the next snow season. Mayor Blaszka stated that additional Road department personnel will need to be hired on a part-time basis to assist in snow plowing.  He stated that the Township Committee would need to decide is that an additional hour will need to be added four snow plowing for the schools.  Mr. Howell informed that it would take approximately six or more hours to plow the schools and Wyndham Farms development along with the rest of the Township. Mayor Blaszka stated that the residents would have to realize that if we are going to go into this for the savings and we haven't even talked about yet it's an hour inconvenience.  Committeeman Mallory questioned the Mayor why is it that schools have to be plowed first? Mayor Blaszka stated that one of the items in the specs is that they have to be plowed before 7 AM. He stated however if we are having a big snowstorm schools will be closed, then the issue would be 7 AM the next day. Another option that was discussed was hiring an additional person to plow the schools only and not have the Township Road department  plow the snow.  It was decided that the Committee would go with option 1 which is having the Township road department plow the snow for the school on a trial basis.  Negotiations will still need to be made with the school board regarding the cost for the service.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve option 1 which would include having the Township road department plow the snow for the school on a conceptual approval.  

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

Emiliani ( prefers option #2)

MOTION CARRIED

Grass Cutting

Committeeman Marchetta informed that the Township will need to purchase (1) walk behind mower,  (1) power trimmer and the Board of Education will reimburse the Township for the purchase of the equipment.  In the future if the equipment needs repair the Board of Education will reimburse the Township for this expense.  The Township will hire a part-time employee, managed by our Road Crew Foreman for the maintenance of the two schools.  The BOE will reimburse the Township for payment of this employee, payment will be an hourly rate that the Township agrees on and benefits that they will be entitled to.  Costs for fuel oil will also be reimbursed by the BOE.    Discussion will have to be made with the CFO regarding the budget procedures for purchasing this equipment.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to approve Committeeman Marchetta’s proposal ,subject to the feasibility study of the equipment, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

DEPUTY MAYOR ELAINE EMILIANI

Fund Raising


Yellow Ribbons

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Township will have for sale for residents yellow ribbons to put on their homes.  Proceeds of the sale will go to the veterans.

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Relay for Life by the American Caner Society will be held on May 17th and May 18th at the Phillipsburg High School.  

Emergency Squad & Fire Company Update

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she spoke with the Squad members regarding their building.  She stated that they are working on drumming up support for finances and they are also putting together a project committee to go over their improvements needed.

Blue Light Permit / Rawson Wyant

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the blue light permit for Rawson Wyant.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Animal Control

Committeewoman Emiliani reminded that when residents come in for their dog license they should also bring along the rabies certificate.  The Animal Control Officer informed that this year 100 more licenses were issued due to the ad in the Greenwich Gazette.

Board of Health Issues

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she attended a meeting this week with the NJDEP along with Engineer Finelli and the County Health Department.  They informed that they want to have a map listing all of the wells in the development.  She encouraged residents to provide the testing results of their wells to the Warren County Health Department.  She also informed that a meeting has been scheduled for May 7th at the Stewartsville Elementary School with the NJDEP attending to address “Well Health” to the residents.

June Township Meeting / Changing the date of the meeting.

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she has a conflict for the June meeting and requested to change the date of this meeting.  It was decided to change the date of the June meeting to Tuesday, June 17, 2003.

Committeeman Mallory

Second Reading / Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2003-06

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER VIII, SECTIONS 8-1.1 THROUGH 8-1.7 INCLUSIVE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH AND AMENDMENTS THERETO, REPEALING THE FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT AND TRANSFERRING SAME TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to rescind this ordinance

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Township owns a piece of property between the Gurski house and Lincoln Drive in Greenwich Chase development.  An issue came up about the Recreation using this piece of property for Soccer Camp.  Parking will be on Wyndham Farm Blvd.

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that she has nothing to discuss tonight, she stated that she thought she would have received the information about a request for additional sewer capacity.

Sewer Utility Budget

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that she would  have for the May meeting the sewer utility budget.  She informed that this budget is not under the same constraints as a municipal budget.

 Planning Board Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that no new applications have been submitted to the Planning Board.  The Old Greenwich Presbyterian Church did receive final approval on their expansion.  

NJDEP -  BIG MAP – Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that this stands for Blueprint for Intelligent Growth.  She informed that she attended two meetings last month, one was the NJ Association of Counties, which addressed this issue as the primary topic.  She stated that when Governor McGreevey unveiled his conceptual plans for expanding the roles of County Planning Boards and approving developments, which generated discussion at this meeting, and she stated that this is something that the Committee needs to be aware of.  She also attended the NJ Conference of Mayors meeting and the primary topic was also growth.  She stated that throughout the month she has had conversation with Warren County Planning Director David Dech and informed that there is a comment period that the State is requesting comments on the initial draft  of the map.  She stated that she would like to have authorization to have Engineer Finelli take a detailed look at the map.  The deadline for comments is April 25th.  Finelli will review the map and then will write the comment letter for the Mayor to sign.

State Grant Update 

Playground Grant

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Clerk and Nevitt are working on doing the Administrative work on getting reimbursement for this grant.

Smart Growth Grant 

Engineer Finelli informed that he received a telephone call from Paul Drake informing that the Township was not selected for the first round of grant recipients.

Liveable Communities Grant 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that we have not received notification of this grant application.  She directed Engineer Finelli to research the status of this grant.

Weigh Station 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that public pressure has been underway for the last 4 to 6 weeks.  Attention of this pressure has been directed to the Governor’s Office, and State Legislatures.  She informed that there could be litigation regarding this from outside environmental groups.  She stated that press releases will be forthcoming.  Mayor Blaszka informed that the project engineer for the weigh station has contacted him and they want to meet with us to go over the project.  He stated that we talked about this at the last meeting, and we are not for the weigh station, however as representatives of the Township we should at least sit down with them.  There was discussion regarding scheduling this meeting.  It was decided to conduct the meeting on May 21st at 7:30 P.M.

Committeeman Marchetta

Community Day Update

Committeeman Marchetta informed that Community Day is scheduled for September 20th, 2003 this year there will be no fireworks, unless a sponsor can be found. 

Committeeman Marchetta informed that the Environmental Commission will be passing a Resolution regarding the Weigh Station.

Committeeman Marchetta stated that he would like to have two public comment periods for the meetings.  One at the beginning and one at the end. 

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to take a five-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to come back from recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

__________________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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