April 21, 2005

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ

The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Brian Visconti, Deputy Mayor Greg Blaszka, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani,  Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1.  Approval of Township Minutes:


Regular Minutes:
December 02, 2004, January 20, 2005





February 17, 2005


Executive Session:
January 20, 2005

2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

3.   Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

**Remove from Consent Agenda December 02, 2004 minutes

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the December 02, 2004 minutes.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Jim Adams of 210 Aldin Road – Vice Chairman Planning Board – Informed that on April 18th he submitted a letter to committee regarding the master plan.  Questioned how much does the Planning Board have to spend and what is the allocation for this project for the master plan revision.  He also informed that he would like to have a better understanding of the money available to us through the COAH fund.  He requested knowledge from the Committee as to utilization of the COAH funds.  Committeeman Marchetta will sit down with Mr. Adams, Planner David Banisch and CFO Della Pia to discuss the funds allocated in the budget regarding the revision to the master plan.

Regan Vercruysse of 630 South Main Street – comment on pedestrian improvement project which is going to impact his property – requested a modification to this plan.  He presented to the committee a plan of modification and also a plan b modification going over the sidewalk issue and guardrail issue around his property.

Bruce Cook – Cub Pack 61 – wrote a letter on April 14th requesting the Committee to approve them to place a storage shed on the back of the municipal park next to the existing sheds.  He informed that the pack has received a donation of a shed and would like approval for them to place the shed in the park.  He stated that the pack has many items to store and presently they utilize the Stewartsville church, however there is no place on the property to store the shed.  He also spoke with the Committee about doing community service for the township that the cub pack provides.  Jost stated that prior to approve a hold harmless agreement would need to be provided.

Chris Wittman of 10 Hidden Acres Lane -  Stated that as a follow up from a previous budget meeting he visited the Glen Gardner Firehouse and it is a beautiful new firehouse at a cost of 1.2 million dollars.  Also informed that Mansfield Township has a new firehouse which was inexpensive. 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
RESOLUTIONS

2005-30 Tax Refund

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to approve Resolution 2005-30, seconded by Mayor Visconti

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
ATTORNEY JOST

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE IMPOSITION OF A MUNICIPAL HOTEL AND MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX AS AUTHORIZED BY P.L. 2003, C.114 AND THE AMENDMENT OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH TO ADD A CHAPTER IMPOSING SAID TAX NEW

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-06, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-06, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-06, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-08

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS ALONG WASHINGTON STREET IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to introduce for first reading Ordinance 2005-08, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-09

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A GROSS WEIGHT LIMIT ON WASHINGTON STREET IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to introduce for first reading Ordinance 2005-09, seconded by Mayor Visconti

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Visconti

Acquisition of A.O. Hamlen Property


Attorney Jost informed that the closing is scheduled tentatively for 4/28/05 or the week thereafter.

School Budget Outcome

Mayor Visconti informed that the School budget passed by 2 votes.

Recreation Commission


Update on Stecker Field – Mayor Visconti informed that he spoke with Recreation President Dan Perez regarding this project and that Recreation hired Brian Pulanski, Contracting to work on this project.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that this project has been handled very inefficiently.  In the past the Township took care of the maintenance and upkeep of the parks.  This work could have been handled by the Township not Recreation.  

Mayor Visconti informed that the Sports Banquet is planned for April 24th
Postmaster Jeff Hahn / US Post Office Site Search

Postmaster Hahn spoke with the Township Committee to discuss site search for a new post office.  He would like to find a new site by midsummer and break ground by fall.   Looking for 5500 sq. bldg on 2/3 acres of land.  He informed that the Canal Society of New Jersey,  has blocked the project intended on the land owned by the Township.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli  informed that group does not have authority to block this project.  He questioned that since the Township is acquiring land on Greenwich Street, he wanted to know if there is room for the post office on a portion of this property.   The post office would lease the land from the township.  Engineer Finelli informed he spoke with Mr. Hahn a week ago and asked if Engineer Finelli  would be able to do a site drawing for the building on this property.  Peter said that time wise a decision will not be available to give in their timeframe.  

Sewer Reserve


Possible use for down payment on Capital Projects

Greg Della Pia discussed with the Township Committee about using these fund.  Legally the funds can be used.  Important to know the surplus has been decreasing since 2003, since the Township uses portions to offset the sewer tax rate.  Committeeman Blaszka stated he would like to use a portion of the money to offset the debit for the capital projects.  Della Pia stated he e is not comfortable with the amount of debit being talked about.  He also stated that we would be emptying out a sewer utility -   Committeeman Blaszka questioned if the sewer budget had any other reserves and the answer was no.  Committeeman Blaszka stated that this was something to  think about which would alleviate the tax burden for the residents.  Della Pia stated that he is opposed to taking it all out, however, we could use some of the money for a smaller project.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the majority of the fees remaining is because of overpayment to Phillipsburg.  She stated that the funds are by design to cover the cost of repairs, maintenance and offset sewer rates paid to the Town of Phillipsburg.  She stated that it is inappropriate to raid this fund to reduce the tax rate. Committeeman Marchetta question if there was any way the account could be replenished.  Della Pia informed that the only way this could happen is to increase the sewer rate.  The  Committee decided not to utilize any funds out of this account. 

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

Resolution 2005-31
Authorizing Amendment to Green Acres Project Agreement

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve Resolution 2005-31

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Cub Scout Pack 61

Authorization to place a donated 10x15 foot shed to a location in the Greenwich Park with the other sheds behind the police trailer

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the request for a shed for Cub Pack 61 to be placed on municipal property under the conditions that a temporary license agreement is executed to maintain a small shed 10X15 at the location indicated in the plan at the pleasure of the Township Committee, providing that the Troop signs a license agreement with an indemnification agreement, also authorizing Attorney Jost to prepare and Mayor to sign.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Update

There was no Subcommittee meeting last month. – Toll Bros has approached the Township about a proposal about unused capacity that they own.  They want to come to sewer subcommittee meeting on 4/28.

Highlands Council Update

The Highlands Council is beginning to gear up they have almost completed all their hiring. They are working on the regional masterplan. In June there will be a release of the interim rules in the preservation area.  They have begun their outreach program, giving opportunities to involve County and Municipal level with their input of the master plan.  On May 23rd  scheduled is the Warren County meeting at the community college, which is open to the public.  There was discussion regarding appointing a member from the Committee to be the Liaison from the Township to the Highlands Council.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to appoint Committeeman Marchetta to be the Liaison to the Highlands Council. 

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for May 30th at 10 am.  The Township Committee is sponsoring a Bike Decorating Contest.

Committeewoman Emiliani

Emergency Squad Membership Applications


Timothy Gerard Webb


Paul D. Beam


Joseph Mecsey, IV


Cody J. Kolb

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to approve the above listed membership applications, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Emergency Squad  submitted a letter informing that one of their vehicles caused property damage during on of their calls.  She requested authorization for the Road Department to correct the property damage to the residents side yard lawn.  

Mayor Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize the Road Department to correct the property damage to the residents side yard on Rt. 173.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Firehouse

Committeewoman Emiliani stated that she is concerned about the project.   She has worked closely with the firemen on this project.  She is looking into opportunities to other alternatives and maintain the amenities that they require.  She is concerned about the cost and taxation.  She has a good working relationship with the Fire Department.  Also, she is working the AOC to talk about the current facility to maintain a healthy lifestyle for the court to work in. Informed that she needs to still talk with the Judge, Prosecutor and Police Chief.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that $196,000 has been paid to the Architect to date.  We should stop until a decision has been made on these projects.  No more telephone calls, etc.

Fire Company New Membership Application


Ethel  E. Cole

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve the Fire Company membership of Ethel Cole.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeeman Marchetta

Planning Board Update:  

1) Increase signage size at mall

We had a request for increasing the sizes of 2 signs on the new section of the mall next to Lowes and a request for an additional sign on the side of a building.  All three requests were voted down. The planning boards position was to stick to the original ordinance and to keep to a policy of less sign pollution not more. 

2) Request for a year extension for the approval given to the Day Care Center in Greenwich Chase. Our Planning Board Attorney advised that the Planning Board grant the extension because of the original settlement they received in court.  A request was made to the applicant to provide the Planning Board with a reason for the extension and they never did provide that reason.  Planning Board voted to approve 4 to 3 vote with one abstention.

3) Mansion at Allamuchy came back to Planning Board requesting opinions on the way they would like to comply with the Planning Boards request to provide the affordable housing units that their project would produce. Their concept plan would involve constructing two duplex type homes one of the streets. These homes would look very similar to the other homes being constructed. The Planning Board also requested that the open space lot (approximately 30 acres) be converted into a farm lot with a farm easement on it so the Township would not have to be responsible for maintaining that property. Originally the thought was to give that property to the Township as open space for recreation but the thought was we will have enough of that with the new recreation fields and would rather not have to maintain more property.  The plan for the farm lot was well received except for the placement of the service road between both schools. They are going to work with Engineer Finelli and come back to us on that portion.

Master Plan: 

     Some good news on this front. We have made some significant progress toward our new zoning and our COAH plan.

The Planning Board is exploring a new way to protect our natural resources by creating a resource conservation district. This district and the land that is contained in it will contain very low density building permitted.  

We also had very good discussions on our Affordable housing plan. Apparently according to our Planners calculations our affordable housing obligation comes out to 30 units.   The Planning board is looking to satisfy this using a multi pronged approach.

1) The recommendation would be to take 50% (Allowed under law) and go to get Regional Contribution Agreements. The Planning Board feels that this one time expenditure is the most cost effective and desirable way to satisfy our obligation. the 35,000 dollars per unit one time payment will be a cheaper solution than actually building the units in town and providing schooling, and municipal services over the life time of the COAH unit. This was a “no brainer” decision for the Planning board but there are some unanswered questions:  A) Can we use the COAH dollars we have in our COAH account for this type of contribution?  B)Are there any willing takers for these credits regionally or statewide.

2) Of the remaining units half are being considered to comply with our  

            obligation by using an accessory unit approach. This basically allows a home 

            owner to add a self contained apartment onto there home which would be Rent 

             restricted for COAH purposes. The Township would cap the amount of these 

             types of units at 10 so there would be a limit to the amount of units allowed. 

             Open issue on this is that we do not want to have this open up the allowance of 

              landlord investors that do not live in the township. The Planning Board would 

              like to require the owner of the home to live in the home so that proper care, 

              pride and maintenance of the home occurs. Our planner is looking into if we can 

              put this restriction in. 

3) The remaining units would be looked at for Senior housing.  This was looked 

       upon as the best way to satisfy the remainder of the requirements without 

       impacting our schools and taxes.

There was one other option that is being looked into which is the buy down write down option.  Where the Township would purchase an easement on home and compensate the home owner for restricting the home value.  This would allow the home owner to continue to live in the home while the township would benefit by restricting the value. Our Planner is looking into this.  

Introduction of Ordinance to Permit Affordable Housing:

      There has been a change to the last ordinance that we introduced regarding permitting the construction of affordable housing.  Our Planner is asking that we defeat the ordinance scheduled for a second hearing and introduce this new ordinance which will allow us to count these units towards our COAH obligation. The reason for this new ordinance is because of the COAH rules for planning area 4. We have to take out any provision for density bonus which is not allowed by COAH.  We feel this ordinance takes out any ambiguity with COAH provision and more clearly defines what we are trying to accomplish.      

VOID ORDINANCE --------SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-07

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ZONING OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ESTABLISH ZONING PROVISIONS TO PERMIT AN INCREASE IN PERMITTED DENSITY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NJ COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING THIRD ROUND GROWTH SHARE METHODOLOGY FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRODUCTION IN CONNECTION WITH RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-11

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI ZONING OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO ESTABLISH ZONING PROVISIONS TO PERMIT AN INCREASE IN PERMITTED DENSITY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NJ COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING THIRD ROUND GROWTH SHARE METHODOLOGY FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRODUCTION IN CONNECTION WITH RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT /AMENDED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve for First Reading Ordinance 2005-11

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Environmental Commission:

       The work on the Merrill Creek Riparian buffer has started this week. The Environmental Commission has put a lot of time and effort into this project and would personally like to thank all of them especially Chairman Barry Glassman who has taken personal time off from work this week to work on this project. Tomorrow we will have the whole 7th grade coming down to work on this project after an assembly where Grace Messinger will speak to the kids about why and what we are doing.  We will be distributing the leftover Community Day Shirts to the kids and providing them with water.  

Community Day


Scheduled for September 10, 2005

ENGINEER FINELLI

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· He advised the Township Committee at the March 17, 2005 Committee Meeting that he had attended two (2) meetings with various parties involved with this project.  On February 24, 2005, he met with Jim Harding, NJDOT District I Region Manager, and two (2) other DOT representatives to review and assess the status of the Stryker’s Road project and discuss the ramifications of the Township not proceeding with the project on an expeditious basis.  On March 8, 2005, he met with Dave Hicks, Warren County Engineer, and Jim Harding and two (2) representatives from the NJDOT to discuss the potential timing of the construction of the County bridge (over the Lopatcong Creek) with the Stryker’s Road Reconstruction project within Greenwich Township.

· It has been made very clear to him that the Township must proceed with the design of the project or the NJDOT will revoke the Township grant monies which have been previously allocated for this project.  The NJDOT has agreed to give the Township until June 1, 2005 to complete the design and develop construction and bid documents.  If the bid documents are submitted by June 1, 2005, the NJDOT has agreed to allow the project to be advertised for construction in the Spring of 2006 so as to better coordinate with the County’s work on the bridge replacement project.  If the design work is not completed and submitted to their office by June 1, 2005, the NJDOT has advised the Township that they will “deobligate” the existing agreements and the $478,000.00 of grant monies will be rescinded.

· At the March 17, 2005 Committee Meeting, the Committee authorized his office to proceed with the design of the project which we have done and continue to work on in an effort to  meet the NJDOT imposed timeline.

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Wyndham Farm

3. 2005 LIVABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT

· Please be advised that hisr office completed the 2005 Livable Communities Grant Application and forwarded copies of the application to the NJDEP in September, 2004.  The grant application was for $200,000.00 and is related to recreational facility improvements at the various park/recreation areas within the Township.  He does not anticipate hearing from the NJDEP relative to any potential awards until sometime in early 2005.  To date, he is  unaware of any grant announcement or award.

4. HAMLEN PROPERTY:  SURVEY & GREEN ACRES APPLICATION
· The Township Committee has recently determined that the Township would include a 20 Ac. “tract” and a 50 ft. wide access strip as specific exceptions to the overall 114 Ac. parcel.  His office has completed the boundary survey and has recently forwarded the final boundary surveys and descriptions to both Peter Jost, Esq. and Kim Testa of Green Acres.  At this juncture, he believes that the survey is complete and meets all Green Acres survey requirements.  He will continue to coordinate with Attorney Jost regarding the submission of his boundary survey for this parcel in conjunction with the Township’s pending closing.

· All required concrete monuments around the perimeter of the property have been installed by his office as per Green Acres requirements.

· As previously authorized, his office has completed and submitted a Green Acres application relative to the development of the property into a recreational facility.  The application was submitted on February 15, 2005.  In March, 2005, his office supplied Green Acres with a number of additional letters of support from various agencies and groups which have some direct interest or involvement with the development of the property into a recreational facility.  He will continue to keep the Committee apprised relative to the status of this application.

5. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH

· The construction phase of the project (Phase I) has been stopped for the winter and is anticipated to resume in the near future.  He will be contacting the contractor, Pave-King, in advance of the April 21, 2005 meeting in an effort to determine their schedule for the completion of the project.

· At the December, 2004 Committee Meeting, his office was authorized to proceed in developing the construction and bid documents for Phase II of the Bike Path project based upon the Township’s recent award of an additional $100,000.00 grant for Phase II.  His office is in the process of developing the necessary construction and bid documents for Phase II and will keep the Township Committee apprised of the progress of same.

6. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT

· The construction plans have been completed and the project has been re-advertised.  The bid opening for this project is scheduled for April 20, 2005.  He had hoped to be in a position to make a recommendation of award at the April 21, 2005 Committee Meeting.  As you are aware, the timeline which has been previously established by the NJDOT for this project required the Township to award the contract by March 31, 2005.  Based upon the lack of receipt of any bids during the first bidding period, the NJDOT has granted us an extension as per the outline provided to them via correspondence from his office dated March 24, 2005.  The NJDOT will be expecting the Township to make a contract award at the April 21, 2005 meeting assuming that bids are received by the municipality.  He will obviously advise the Committee further at the April 21, 2005 meeting regarding the results of the second bid opening.  Waiting until 4/27 meeting to award bid.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to authorize Bond Counsel to prepare for first reading Ordinance 2005-12 for a special meeting to be held on 4/27., seconded by Mayor Visconti

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
7. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  His office, on behalf of the Township, forwarded the completed Request for Authorization (RFA) form and Grant Application to the NJDEP on March 2, 2004.  We have received our approved stormwater general permit from the NJDEP.  Our permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  Our Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) is April 1, 2004.  The Township is now “on the clock” relative to compliance with the new regulations.  The first step will be to adopt a Stormwater Management Plan within one (1) year of the effective date of the Township’s permit from the State or April 1, 2005.
· Greenwich Township has been designated as a Tier A municipality which requires some additional and expedited responsibilities versus Tier B municipalities.  It is his understanding that the Township has budgeted some monies for 2004 within the general municipal engineering line item in order to facilitate the initial stages of compliance with these regulations.  The Township Committee previously authorized his office to commence work on this project.  He will keep the Committee apprised as we move forward with the development of the Stormwater Management Plan.
· His office has recently received a Fiscal Year 2005 grant application from the NJDEP associated with another round of funding associated with the Stormwater Management Plan development and implementation process.  He strongly encourages the Township to proceed in submitting this application.  The State has allocated $6 million for this grant program.  HeI recommended that the Township authorize him to complete this application and that Mayor Visconti be authorized to sign the grant application.  He has previously forwarded the application form to Kim Viscomi for her to secure the necessary signatures.  We will coordinate further with Ms. Viscomi on this matter.

8. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· His office has completed considerable work on the Site Plan development phase of the project and we continue to coordinate with Tom Kocubinski’s office regarding the development of the construction drawings and overall project bid package.  He is well over 75% complete with the design work associated with the Site Plan development phase of this project.  At this juncture, his office has ceased work on the project until the budgetary issues associated with the entire project have been resolved.  Based upon the action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the fire house will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

9. D’ANGELO PROPERTY:  BOUNDARY SURVEY
· His office has been previously authorized to prepare a certified Green Acres Boundary Survey (including monumentation) for the D’Angelo properties located on New Village Road and in accordance with his fee estimate, dated August 19, 2004.  The boundary survey has long since been solved.  Until the McGann/D’Angelo lot line adjustment application was approved by the Planning Board, we were unable to complete the boundary survey map.  The deeds perfecting the Minor Subdivision Application have now been filed and his office has subsequently been able to complete the D’Angelo boundary survey map.  On March 28, 2005, he submitted a final draft of the certified boundary survey to Kim Testa, Green Acres, for her review and comment.  He will continue to coordinate with both Attorney Jost and Green Acres relative to this matter.

10. 2006 NJDOT TRUST FUND GRANTS
· As discussed with the Township Committee at the February 17, 2005 Township Committee Meeting, his office has been authorized to proceed with the development of two (2) applications for this year’s program.  His office recently completed the development of the two (2) applications.  The first application was for a sidewalk extension along Dumont Road and the second application was for a resurfacing of the entire length of Beatty’s Road.  Two (2) separate applications were submitted as these projects are funded through different programs within the NJDOT Trust Fund Application program.  The applications were submitted to the NJDOT on April 15, 2005.

11. WEIGH STATION CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ON NEW VILLAGE ROAD 
· It has been brought to his attention that portions of New Village Road have experienced some level of degradation caused by the construction of the new bridge over Route 78.  He  would hope that the NJDOT, through their contractor, Railroad Construction, would make all necessary repairs to the roadway upon completion of all work associated with the bridge replacement.  The Township Committee may wish to consider an independent inspection of New Village Road in an effort to develop a punchlist of repair items which the NJDOT should be held responsible.  It is important to consider that New Village Road is a municipal roadway with the responsibility and cost for future maintenance to be born by the municipality.  Therefore, he feels it is important for the NJDOT to return the roadway to the Township in an acceptable condition.

· The Township Committee previously authorized his office to send a letter to the NJDOT making them aware of the Township’s concerns relative to the degradation to New Village Road and to alert them to this matter in order to properly document the situation in question as well as to request confirmation from the NJDOT regarding their intent to restore the roadway to its original condition.  

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-10

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE ERECTION OF FENCES WITHIN DRAINAGE OR UTILITY EASEMENTS OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve for first reading Ordinance 2005-10

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to open the public comment period, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
RECESS

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to come back from recess and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve Resolution 2005-33 Tax Refund to Ronald Peles for Block 23.01, Lot 9 in the amount of $1,822.21.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
As there was no further business, Mayor Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
______________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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