May 08, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Committeeman Guy Fleming, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli.  Also in attendance were Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Absent from the meeting:  Deputy Mayor Joseph Gurneak.


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers, 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of: Township Minutes for April 19, 2001



     Executive Session Minutes for 2000


2.  Receive and File Monthly Reports:


Treasurer


Tax Collector


Planning Board

Municipal Court


Police Report


Building Department Report

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion to approve the above listed Consent Agenda, seconded by Mayor Zelley.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

First Reading

Ordinance 2001-05

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF LOT 4, BLOCK 16 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES.

Attorney Peles informed that Committee that he has received correspondence from Attorney Wade informing him that the County is no longer interested in pursuing this piece of property.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-05.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

First Reading

Ordinance 2001-06

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE REMOVAL OF ICE AND SNOW FROM STREETS IN APPROVED SUBDIVISIONS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN DEDICATED TO THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-06.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Hills North


Review and approval of Developer’s Agreement


Approval of Performance Bond

Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he has reviewed the Developer’s Agreement and Performance Bond and has found both satisfactory.  He recommended to the Committee to approve by motion the agreement and bond and to also authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the Developer’s Agreement and Performance Bond for Greenwich Hills, North and also authorize the Mayor to sign the Agreement.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito informed Attorney Peles that he has received a letter from the Warren County Emergency Management Office and he directed Attorney Peles to review said letter during the drafting of the Cell Tower Ordinance. 

Special Sewer Attorney Brent Carney informed the Committee that he has prepared a sewer agreement between the Township and Bretti-Phil, the developer of the Greenwich Center.  There are specific items in the agreement relative to the 10,000-sewer capacity that the Township owns.  He recommended to the Committee to adopt Resolution 2001-31 regarding the developer’s agreement with Bretti-Phil.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to adopt Resolution 2001-31.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

MAYOR ZELLEY

Farmland Preservation/Green Acres Update

Duane Copley had a meeting recently regarding the different steps in the PIG grants and our obligations; he gave out sample forms for Attorney Peles to use for appraisal personnel.  He informed that himself along with Committeewoman Pasquarelli met with a representative from Green Acres today regarding the D’Angelo piece.  The process now is the State is not interested in acquiring the property since it is not adjacent to other properties.  The Township has to now fill out the application for the local for us to acquire the land; the State would then match it 50/50 up to the amount of the appraisal.  He informed that a Resolution is required to get the ball rolling in accordance with the Green Acres provisions.  The State will reimburse back the Township 50% for all soft costs relative to engineering and professional expenses.  The application is due in July and a decision will be made in April of 2002.  He stated that the D’Angelo site would be used solely for passive recreation not ball fields.  The Township would regulate the operations and maintenance and hours of operations of this passive recreation area.  He also informed that the representative went and looked at the Nelson Lee property

Weigh Station Update – Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that he wrote a letter to Dennis Keck, Assistant Commissioner with the DOT.  He indicated that Mr. Keck had he would pursue with the federal highway administration the potential for terminating the plans for the proposed Route 78 Westbound Weigh Station.  He stated that the westbound side is not covered by the federal mandate and its elimination would greatly alleviate the negative impact and hazard to Greenwich Township residents.  He indicated that he along with Committeeman Esposito will be meeting with Mr. Keck and representatives from the federal highway administration about the status and the procedures to eliminate the westbound side in the next couple of weeks.   Committeeman Esposito stated that he thinks that the Committee should write a very strong letter against the weigh station and show them that we don’t want it, it is not going to work it is going to be a disaster.  

Mayor Zelley made a motion to have himself send a letter to the DOT strongly opposing the weigh station on both sides, seconded by Committeeman Fleming.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Clean Communities Activities - Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that Troop #63 recently had a clean up of Route 173, and also Cub Scout #61 recently had a clean up through the township.

PCFA / Management of Recycling Program – Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that the PCFA contracted to manage the recycling program with the County thru 2003.  He stated that for the next year and a half the recycling center will be open and be managed by the PCFA. 

COAH Development – Mayor Zelley informed that recently Children At Play signs had been installed.  He stated that in the past he had Toll Brothers agree to put up pvc fencing along Route 519 and he is working on having them also install this type of fencing along Dumont Road.

Mayor Zelley thanked Home Depot for providing a new shed for the recreational field at Beatty’s Road.  He also noted that Weinstein Builders donated three lock boxes for the new recreation field.  He stated that it is nice that the businesses are giving back to the Township.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked Attorney Peles that at the February meeting the Committee voted to pursue the appraisal on another open space project and had hired Bill Savaki to conduct the appraisal.  Attorney Peles stated that we should have received this appraisal by the April meeting.  He will contact Mr. Savaki tomorrow and find out why this was not received.  He noted that the reason the contract was awarded to Mr. Savaki was because of the quick time he could complete this appraisal.

Mayor Zelley informed that he will be taking a train down to Washington along with Freeholder D’Maio to meet with Governor Whitman to discuss the Martins Creek expansion.

Committeeman Esposito asked the Mayor regarding the D’Angelo piece of property what is the town going to spend on this project.  Mayor Zelley said that the asking price for the land is $8,500/acre and it consists of 100 acres.  He stated that the Township would put a grant into the County; with the plan of being paid back 50% back from the State and the remaining 50% possibly the County would grant 25% of the remaining 50%.  He stated that Mr. D’Angelo is in favor of installment payments over several years.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that the Committee needs to review all these projects in progress.  We need to look at what we have available in terms of bonding, and our open space tax money.  The Committee needs to prioritize the order of the projects.

Committeeman Esposito asked on the status of the Open Space Committee proposal.  Mayor Zelley stated that in speaking with other townships you would have the Farmland Preservation group expand it to five people working on the Farmland Preservation applications pushing the PIG grant through the traditional programs, then you have the passive recreation which would consist of a conservation easement, or green acres application for passive recreation, and thirdly you would have part of the people working for active recreation.  He stated that he is working on putting this Committee together with Committeewoman Pasquarelli and they are also working on the mission statement that this Committee will follow. 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update - Engineer Finelli indicated that he will be having one last round of meetings with the Attorney’s and property owners, if this does not work then the suggested that the Committee consider to proceed with legal action to acquire the property.  

Beatty’s Road Recreation Fields

Backstop/fencing – Engineer Finelli stated that the Recreation Committee regarding concerns as to how the fence was constructed and tied into the posts informed him.  He did an inspection of the fence and contacted Rudhl Fencing regarding this problem, they have agreed to make all the repairs.  He informed the Committee that the Recreation Commission would like to have 80 feet of fencing instead of the 64 feet that was previously approved.  This would consist of four, twenty-foot sections.  We have a quote for $1,190. Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Committee previously appropriated the funds up to $15,000, which would cover the cost of the expenses for the fencing.  No action needed to be taken.  Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that John Howell will be installing snow fence on Church Road, and also he will contact the County to have a no parking designation for that portion of Church Road.

Prospect Street – The Committee is satisfied with the present signs in place.  Engineer Finelli will contact the County and inform them of this decision. 

Future Dedications

Greenwich Chase – Engineer Finelli informed that Phases II, V is very close and Phase VI is a little farther away from dedication.  He informed that possibly Phases II, V and the pump station could be ready for dedication at the June meeting.

Greenwich Township Emergency Squad Rescue Vehicle – Engineer Finelli informed that they sent to Pierce the notice of award and they will be coordinating with the Clerk in forwarding the contracts for signature.

2002 NJDOT Municipal Aid Grant Program – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that this is the same grant money we have received for Stryker’s Road.  Next year’s applications are due June 29, 2002.  He suggested that the Committee authorize making an application and include either a bicycle or pedestrian walkway improvement by widening the roadway along Greenwich Street, or construction of a sidewalk. The balance of the grant will be dedicated for the improvements to Stryker’s Road.

Mayor Zelley made a motion to authorize the Engineer to make an application into the NJDOT for Stryker’s Road and widening of the sidewalk along Greenwich Street, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Pohatcong Mountain Preservation Project – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that this is some mapping work that he did with Committeewoman Pasquarelli and Greg Blaska.  The map is completed and he also complied property owners and the maps have been forwarded to Pasquarelli and Blaska.

NJDOT Route 22/519 Improvements – Engineer Finelli informed that he was contacted by the County to attend a meeting with the Engineer’s of Pohatcong, Lopatcong and County representatives before we sent in our formal responses to NJDOT.

Building Department Trailer – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that no bids have been submitted.  He requested authorization to rebid the project.

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to rebid for the Building Department Trailer.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Rinehart Property - Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that they are going to go forward with the soil testing and he will forward the results to the Committee within the next two weeks.  He informed that he does not see any constraints with the property. 

County Route 638

Crosswalk installation at Wyndham Farm Blvd.Intersection

Engineer Finelli informed that he has sent a letter to County Engineer David Hicks; he is waiting for their response. 

Greenwich Hills, Phase I, - Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he has done inspections and they will be sending out a letter indicating that there are some minor deficiencies that we will look to have the bonding company repair before the expiration of the maintenance bond. 

Road Department Dump Truck – Engineer Finelli indicated that he spoke with Foreman John Howell and was informed that the DPW will be getting a new dump truck.  He requested that the Committee authorize him to put together the bid specifications and put out to bid so that it can be awarded at the June meeting.  Committeeman Fleming directed him to prepare and advertise for the truck.

Committeeman Esposito

Rock Wall Update – This is a rock wall located inside Wyndham Farms development.  The Mayor and himself have been trying to meet with M. Rieder Company and they have not been cooperative with meeting with them.  There is a meeting scheduled for this Monday at 5PM.  He stated that there is evidence of sinkholes forming from erosion wash out along the wall and this has now created a major safety hazard.  Engineer Finelli stated that he will also attend the meeting to inspect the wall.

COAH Attorney – He informed that the Township has hired an attorney to review the actual COAH agreement from 1988.  The attorney has requested some additional information; he reported that things are progressing.

School – He informed that Dr.Brennan has invited them for a second tour of the new school, the date for the tour is Friday, May 24th @ 1PM.  He also announced that the PTO is having their 3rd Annual Golf Outing on June 15th, the forms for registering are on the website.  He also mentioned that they are concerning regarding the crossing guard issue.  Mayor Zelley stated that Committeeman Gurneak took care of this.  Gurneak spoke with Chief Willever and they are going to have the guards in place.  Also the Recreation Commission will be having a Sports Picnic on June 16th at the municipal park.

Update on Old School – Committeeman Esposito suggested that the Committee form a citizens grant committee to search for grants.  Mayor Zelley informed that himself and Pasquarelli met with County Administrator Steve Marvin at the old school.  He informed that Mr. Marvin is looking at partnering with the County for County use. The cost to renovate the building is approximately 2 million dollars, grants are available but not for that much money.  Previously the Township applied for a grant, which we did not receive, one of the issues is that Greenwich Township is not considered a poor community.  He informed that he spoke with some firms that do grant writing and they will be forwarding proposals to the Committee to review.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she thought that it would be a good idea to have the citizens involved with this project.   Committeeman Esposito stated that he would like to form this committee.  Mayor Zelley said that he would like to talk to the residents who would like to be on this committee.

Committeeman Fleming

Fire Prevention Bureau – Committeeman Fleming informed the Committee that he has received a letter of resignation from Phil Carlton for Fire Inspector.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming informed the Committee that he would like to have approval for the purchase of a mower and trailer for the DPW.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

There was discussion regarding the money available in the DPW budget regarding the money appropriated for the dump truck.  Mayor Zelley directed Engineer Finelli to hold off on advertising for the dump truck until this issue can be resolved with the Financial Officer.

Committeeman Fleming informed the Committee that they would like to use our PA System for the Memorial Day Parade.  There was discussion regarding the use of the PA system and it was decided to have an additional speaker installed on the side of the building facing the legion with a cost not to exceed $1,000.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to have a Dave Phillips Music install a speaker with a cost not to exceed $1,000.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Joseph Mecsey, Fire Chief - Spoke with the Committee regarding the 75th Anniversary Parade.  There was a request from him regarding the parade route and the use of some of the facilities.  He indicated that the parade route will consist of, the pre-staging will be at the Pacesetter development and march down Willow Grove Road, Washington Street, North Main Street, Warren Street cut off, up to Beacon Street to the intersection of Edison Avenue, across to North Main Street.  Post staging will be at Stewarts Hunt until the rear of the parade comes through.  They have a verbal confirmation to use Rayna’ field for the parking of fire apparatus.  The parade start at 1PM.  There is approximately 35-40 department that have responded to date.  The parade should last approximately one hour to one-half hour.  He informed that he will get permission from the County to close the County roads.  He informed that he has spoken with the Police Chief to have additional patrol to help out in the closure of these roads indicated for the parade route.  He requested the use of the new storage building for sales of mugs, etc.  He also requested permission to hang banners on the firehouse and old school.    Committeeman Fleming informed that the Committee did not have a problem with the extra police officers, however Chief Mecsey should talk with Committeeman Gurneak to coordinate this.  Committeeman Esposito requested that Chief Mecsey provide to him information regarding the parade so that he can put this on the Township website.  

Mayor Zelley took over Committeeman Gurneak's items, due to his absence.

Merrill Creek – Mayor Zelley informed that the Director of Merrill Creek has agreed to have a meeting with the Township.  The location of the meeting will be at the reservoir.  The purpose of this meeting will be discussion regarding the sirens vs. the proposed new telephone alert system.  The date of this meeting has not be set.

Route 639 Truck Traffic. – Mayor Zelley informed that a new large sign was placed on Route 639 on the west side. However an additional sign is needed on the east side.

Mayor Zelley made a motion authorizing Engineer Finelli to write a letter to the County requesting the additional sign, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Zelley made a motion to open the meeting to the public for public comments, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

Gary Hill of 529 North Main Street  - Stated that additional signs should be installed in Pohatcong Township advising of the truck weigh limit in Greenwich Township.  He also stated that he opposes putting in a sidewalk on Greenwich Street because there is no curb on the road, which would create a safety issue for the residents.

Billy Scarbourgh of New Village Road, Troop #63 – Thanked Mayor Zelley for coming to his troop meeting and teaching them about local government and democracy and also helping them earn another rank.

Bill Brodniak of 201 Curtis Court - Offered to the Township the use of his PA system that he uses for his pack meeting for the parade.  He also expressed concern about the siren located at the park.  He stated that there are young children there at night playing baseball and he is concerned that this siren could effect their hearing.  Asked if there was another time of day that this siren could be tested.  Also requested that the signs for private business’s that are throughout the town could be removed.  He also stated that he was disturbed to read on the website the minutes of the March meeting regarding comments made regarding the public comment period of the meeting.

Ann Stone 532 North Main Street - She directed to the Mayor that she was disappointed regarding the Recycling Program in Warren County.  She stated that the County did away with the Education Specialist who has been with the County for 10 years and the Recycling Program. She attended the Freeholder meeting urging them to keep this program, which she stated fell on deaf ears.  The Freeholders then sent the Interlocal Agreement over to the PCFA.  She went to the PCFA meeting hoping to see the Mayor and talk with him regarding the recycling program, since he was the previous Chairman of Recycling for the County.  She stated that she was disappointed that he was not at the meeting and that they went into Executive Session and when they came out voted to support the Interlocal Agreement with the County. Mayor Zelley stated that he had a meeting in the morning and then went back to work and could not attend the special meeting of the PCFA.  He stated that he is no longer in charge of recycling that Mr. Rockerfeller is now in charge. He advised Mayor Zelley that the PCFA does not have the money to support recycling.  He agreed that the Freeholders should not have cut this out of the budget. However, they are funding the recycling program until 2003 but not the recycling coordinators position.  He stated that maybe money could be used out of the Clean Community grant to support a recycling show which Dinah could conduct for the children on a regular basis.  Also Mrs. Stone offered to be on a committee regarding the use of the Old School and to be on the Farmland Preservation Committee.  The Mayor acknowledged her request and informed her that she could be on the committee’s when they are formed.

Lee Mitguard – Spoke with the Committee regarding the Route 639 truck traffic.  She stated that ever since they fixed the road there has been an increase in truck traffic. She noted that there has been installed a sign indicating the weigh limit. However the trucks are still continuing to use 639 because they do not see the sign on Route 519S indicating the weight limit.    

Jim Adams –210 Aldin Road – Stated that Dick Dunlap wanted to save the wooden bridge on Route 639, now that the bridge has been replaced we are having problems with truck traffic on roads that they do not belong on.  He stated that if we can’t enforce as to when or where trucks go now, how are we going to this when a new larger weigh station is built.  He encouraged the Committee to also have Assemblyman Leonard Lance sign the letter regarding the weigh station. 

Tom Bolger of 506 Dori Place – He stated that the Township has an opportunity now to eliminate traffic problems in regards to Dori Place and Wyndham Farm Blvd.  He suggested that the Township stop this problem now before it becomes a problem.  Mayor Zelley informed that the Planning Board at their next meeting will be probably be passing a motion to redo the circulation plan.

Barbara Hurte – 557 North Main Street- Stated that she would like to help in any way possible but she would like the Township to save the Old School.  She suggested that maybe the town should look into having a bike path along Greenwich Street.  However she stated that whatever should get installed along the road there is still a problem in the Township regarding the speeding of vehicles.  She stated that there is still a problem along North/South Main Street regarding the speeding of cars. 

Pete Rygiel of  508 Marlin Farm Road – Asked regarding the weigh station if there are parameters regarding the distance from the bounder that this station has to be.  Mayor Zelley stated that they would to put it on this side of Route 22 because they are concerned that the traffic would convey and circumvent it on Route 22. The DOT redid a study of feasibility of where it could go and looked at all aspects regarding the location of the station.

Debbie Scarbourough  of New Village Road – She informed the Committee that on two different occasions she observed small children playing on the slope side of Church Road along the new ball fields down to Route 173.  She stated that this is a dangerous area for the children to be at because of the visibility of the turn area off of Route 173.  She suggested that additional fencing be installed there.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli will look into this. She also questioned if the Eastbound is State mandated and the Westbound might be cancelled regarding the weigh station.  If the Westbound is actually cancelled then the problem of the trucks coming off of Route 22 would not even be an issue anymore so there should not be a problem with them considering moving the station further back towards the Delaware River.  Mayor Zelley stated that she is correct. 

Township Attorney/Prosecutor Ronald Peles stated that when the Committee brought the strength up on the Police Department and cracked down on the speeding, there was a tremendous increase in the number of people coming into municipal court.  If this is any indication of the number of tickets that they are writing, there has been no slack off, they are writing a lot of speeding tickets on North/South Main Street and on Route 173 speeding enforcement is in effect.  The police are out there and they have other things that they have to do like write reports, investigate accidents, etc.  

As there were no further comments, Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public comment period to the public.

Voting in favor:
Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak

MOTION CARRIED

