May 15, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ 


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Jeff Mallory, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer, Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  March 20, 2003, April 17, 2003

                  Executive Session:  April 17, 2003

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

The Executive Session Minutes of April 17, 2003 were removed from the Consent Agenda.  They will be considered for adoption at the June meeting.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the regular township minutes of March 20, 2003 and April 17, 2003.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the meeting to the public for public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Steven Kiley of 158 Revere Road – Informed the Committee that he is a builder.  He stated that he doesn’t want the State to take over the Building Department.  He informed that if the State takes over there will be delays in inspections.

Jim Carter of 607 Stocker Street – Informed the Committee that he personally would not want to see the State take over the Building Department.  He stated that this would be a dis-service to the residents of the Township.  He stated that he would have preferred that this was not cut from the budget.
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2003-37 Release of Funds/Developers Escrow

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve Resolution 2003-37

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC HEARING OF 2003 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to open the meeting for the public hearing on the 2003 Municipal Budget

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no questions from the public regarding the public hearing on the 2003 Municipal Budget, Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2003-38 Resolution Amending the 2003 Municipal Budget

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-38

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2003-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve for first reading Ordinance 2003-08

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Update on Hamlen Property

This item will be addressed in Executive Session

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road

Engineer Finelli distributed to the Township Committee a map completed by his office.  This map shows the most recent realignment plan of Styker’s Road, based upon an extension of the current Lopatcong Township alignment and previous meetings held with the County Engineer David Hicks.  He informed that this plan is similar in some respects to Walt Lublanecki’s Sheme A concept plan previously presented to the Township Committee.  Engineer Finelli informed that he would  be forwarding copies of this plan to the County Engineer and also to Lopatcong Township Engineer for their review and comments.  Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he along with the Mayor attended a meeting on May 8th with NJDOT representatives relative to this project.   They recommended that Greenwich send a letter to the NJDOT Commissioner explaining the project and request feedback from him relative to the change in the realignment design.  They also suggested that we obtain letters of support from the Freeholders, Assembly representatives and the Senator in conjunction with the letter that we send to the Commissioner.  Engineer Finelli informed that he has prepared a preliminary cost estimate of $550,000 construction cost.  This does not include right of way acquisition, engineering, legal or impacts to Superior Quartz ( rebuild their parking lot).  He informed that there is a great shortfall of money for this project.  Presently we have $335,000 in grant funds.  He suggested to the Committee that we should start putting the letter together to send to the Commissioner and request the supporting documents.  Also, he informed that another meeting is required with Mr. Hadju regarding this realignment.  Mayor Blaszka asked Committeewoman Pasquarelli to talk with the Freeholders and Assembly representatives and Senator Lance requesting a letter of support for this project.  

Committeeman Mallory made a motion to authorize Engineer Finelli draft a letter for the Committee to review which will include a summary of the costs, what the project is going to entail, look at the short costs, hard costs, land acquisition, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Future Dedications

Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

Wyndham Farm

      North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)

      South Side ( Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli reported to the Committee that not much has changed since last months meeting.  He informed that he wrote a letter to M. Rieder clarifying to him that there is issues outstanding including escrow  money to the Township that needs to be rectified. 

He informed that Wyndham Farm, Section I may be in a position for dedication at the June meeting.

Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III

Engineer Finelli updated the Committee from last months discussion, he informed that the deadline is today.  He informed that he had previously received a telephone call from Mr. Falcinelli’s partner, however he hasn’t heard back since the first call.  He recommended to the Committee that the Township Attorney with input from himself draft a letter to the bank and go after the letter of credit. 

Committeewoman  Pasquarelli made a motion to declare Harmony Residential Inc. in default of its obligations for completion of the development improvements and authorization is given to the Township Attorney and Township Engineer to take all steps necessary  to proceed against the Performance Guarantees of the developer in order to obtain the funds to complete the necessary work, seconded by Committeeman Mallory

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Station (Home Depot/Shop Rite)

          Request for Bond Release

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he is working on coordinating a meeting for May 29th.

Greenwich Center

      Phase I Blasting Impacts Analysis:  Update

      Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement

Engineer Finelli informed that he hasn’t received the blasting impacts analysis report, however he was informed that the work has been completed.  He stated that he should receive the reports by next week.  He was informed that there is no evidence found that  the blasting caused any of the cracks in the foundation to the homes located in Wyndham Farm development.  

Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement – Lowe’s 

Engineer Finelli reported that he has been in contact with the County, and was informed that they will not enter into an agreement with any private entity.  He informed that he has researched the developer’s agreement, and there is nothing indicated that they are required to maintain the sidewalks.  He recommended to the Committee, that the Township Attorney should look into if we should enter into a separate agreement with Lowe’s and also the County.  Attorney Jost informed that the County is concerned about the replacement or repair to the sidewalks.  Attorney Jost and Engineer Finelli will have a meeting together to discuss this. 

Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions

       Update from 5/7/03 meeting with FEMA & NJDEP reps.

       Request for Authorization to provide review comments to NJDEP.

Engineer Finelli informed that there was a meeting scheduled on May 7th with representatives from FEMA and NJDEP.  The Clerk, Fire Chief, Committeeman Mallory and Engineer Finelli were present at this meeting.  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the impacts of the new map revisions relative to the future firehouse and impacts of the sidewalk extension project.  He informed the Committee that with the new revisions certain residents will not longer have to pay for flood insurance.  He informed that a portion of the new firehouse site is still in the flood plain.  He informed that there are some errors on the maps and informed that review comments are needed indicating the errors.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion authorizing Engineer Finelli to provide review comments to the NJDEP relative to the Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions, seconded by Committeeman Mallory.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Street/Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing Update

Engineer Finelli informed that the plans have been submitted to the NJDOT and awaiting their approval.

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he has had conversations with the County regarding the design plans.  He informed that the project is moving forward.  The designs should be completed by next month. 

2004 NJDOT Transportation Trust Fund Grant Applications

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the applications have been received.  He stated that they are going to request more money for the Stryker’s Road project.  He will provide to the Committee for the June meeting the applications to be submitted to the NJDOT for approval.

South Main Street Sidewalk Extension Project (2003 NJDOT Grant)

Engineer Finelli reported that he has evaluated the costs to secure the permit for the stream crossing for the Pedestrian bridge.  The NJDEP fee is $800 and the engineering fee is $7600.  

Phillipsburg Regional Wastewater Management Plan (WMP)

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the Phase I of the mapping project is completed.  He stated that he has sent correspondence to the Committee dated May 12th outlining this process.  He informed in his correspondence that the NJDEP has mandated that each municipality proceed with Phase 2 of this project.  It has been indicated that the NJDEP would like to have this information by the end of May.  He informed that Phase 2 is an engineering analysis of the wastewater flow needs of each municipality.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to authorize Engineer Finelli to prepare Phase 2.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Pending New Jersey State Stormwater Management Regulations Update

Engineer Finelli reported that there has been no changes to the regulations, it is slated for adoption sometime this summer.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

Historical Commission Update 

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Historical Commission is working on a project of having banners placed on the utility poles in the Township.  The Township Committee will have to give authorization by letter to allow the banner to hang on the utility poles.  More information regarding this project will be discussed at the June meeting.  The Historical Commission is also working on having a Senior Citizens programs for the residents.  More information regarding this will be forthcoming.

School Update

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Greenwich Township Board of Education has forwarded their minutes of their meetings to the Committee for review.  He informed that he will be meeting with them regarding contracts services on May 23rd.  

BIG Map Update

Mayor Blaszka informed that there was a meeting on Monday regarding the BIG map, the Commissioner of the NJDEP attended this meeting.  They went over the whole process that is going to be taking place regarding this map.  The intent of this program is to streamline the process of those areas that had some environmental issues to it, by designating those areas that have environmental issues such as wetlands, etc. that way at least the builder will know that he will have a more difficult process of building.  The next process is they will be forwarding a CD to the County and the County will be forwarding it to the municipality.  They will be asking the towns to respond to it for those areas that are going to be significant environmental issues.  The Commissioner stated that the intent of this whole process is to keep home rule within the town.  

Mayor’s Proclamation – National Hunger Awareness Day / June 5, 2003

Deputy Mayor Emiliani

Board of Health Issues

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Committee that a meeting was held on May 7th at the Stewartsville Elementary school with representatives from the NJDEP conducting the meeting.  The purpose of this meeting was so that they could obtain as much data and be able to begin the plot plan for the residents of the Pacesetter development and those other residents and how they may be affected in the future.  At this meeting they displayed several maps which could be reproduced.  She stated that she work with Engineer Finelli in obtaining one of the maps to have at the municipal building.  She stated that this meeting was very productive, it helped the residents to understand what was happening at their homes and how they can remediate it temporarily until a large scope of the information has been reported and feedback has been received by many of the other residents.  She is encouraging the residents from this development to get as much information to the County and to the NJDEP as possible.

Environmental Commission will be working  with Elaine on getting the word out regarding well health and environmental issues. 

Emergency Squad Auxiliary New Member – Amy Fleming

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion to approve new member Amy Fleming, seconded by Mayor Blaszka

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Police Contract Update

Committeewoman Emiliani reported to the Committee that she has been working diligently to come to an agreement with the Police.  There is a preliminary offer/decision that they are working on right now.  She is hoping at the next meeting to have the final approval for the Police. 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli reported that they had their last Sewer Subcommittee meeting on April 30th.  They discussed the Phillipsburg Wastewater Management Plan and the implications of this.  She informed that she would be coming forward with recommendations to the Committee about granting sewer allocations.  Presently they are researching if we are in a position to grant sewer allocation to two parties that are in need of this allocation because of failing septic systems.

Dowel Utility Opening Permit

She informed that a couple of months ago the Committee received a request from Dowel Associaties for their property that borders Route 173/Beatty’s Road and Route 78.  We had to agree to a Utility Opening Permit.  The municipality had to sign off on Dowel’s application to the NJDOT.  Their plan call for boring under Route 78 to access the sewer lines on the other side of Route 78 for their potential commercial development.  She informed that previously she made a recommendation to approve this request, but at the same time we were looking into liability issues, insurance issues to make sure that everyone was protected in this case.  As part of this research Attorney Brent Carney discovered related to liability and posting bond and he stated that there are some major issues that need to be resolved before they actually proceed with this project.  He recommended that the Committee rescind the prior authorization.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to rescind the prior approval granted to Dowel Associates relative to the Utility Opening Permit.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Safe Kids Playground Grant

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Committee that the Township has submitted our paperwork to the State for reimbursement.  All the work has been completed that was required, however it was discovered that S-hooks are needs on a piece of equipment to have the equipment deemed certified playground safe. 

Weigh Station Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the weigh station is under construction.  She informed that she along with Senator Lance met with the NJDOT Commissioner and representatives of the NJDOT on April 25th  to review with them the concerns and issues of the Township.  They informed that the concerns are valid, however, they also informed that they are not going to hesitate in moving forward despite the concerns with the construction of this weigh station.  She informed that in Executive Session she would be talking about the legal aspects related to that.

Committeeman Mallory

Committeeman Mallory requested Attorney Jost to explain the procedural problem with introduction of the Ordinance.  He stated that the Ordinance must be introduced 10 days prior to the final adoption.  And since 9 days has passed since the introduction, he recommended to the Committee postponing the pubic hearing and adoption of this ordinance.  He recommended reintroducing the Ordinance and establishing another public hearing date. 

Reintroduction

ORDINANCE 2003-06

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER VIII, SECTIONS 8-1.1 THROUGH 8-1.7 INCLUSIVE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH AND AMENDMENTS THERETO, REPEALING THE FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT AND TRANSFERRING SAME TO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to reintroduce Ordinance 2003-06.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

2003-36 Tonnage Grant Application Resolution

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2003-36

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2003-39 Environmental Services Program Grant

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-39

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Road Department


Authorize Engineer to prepare bid specifications for new dump truck

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize Engineer Finelli to prepare the bid specifications for the new dump truck

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

The Clerk was instructed to contact the CFO to request him to contact the Bond Attorney and have him prepare a bond ordinance for the funding of this purchase.  The ordinance will be scheduled for first reading on May 29th with adoption at the June meeting.  

Mayor Blaszka informed Committeeman Marchetta that they have to get together to also include in this bond ordinance all the lawn equipment.

There was discussion among the Committee on scheduling a meeting with the Board of Education relative to shared services and other issues.  Mayor Blaszka will relay this to the Board and come up with some dates of availability.

Community Day Update

Committeeman Marchetta informed that Community is scheduled for Saturday, September 20, 2003.  

Zoning Violations Issues / Greenwich Station Commercial

He stated he is trying to schedule a meeting with the owners of the Greenwich Station Commercial site to discuss the violations and to resolve these issues. 

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Committee that she will not be available for the July 17th Township Meeting.  She will be on vacation.

The Clerk reminded the Committee that the June 19th meeting was changed to Tuesday, June 17th at 7:30 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to open the meeting to the public for public comment

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Construction Official Wayne Degan informed the Committee that as of today, the Township does not have an Electrical Inspector.  Any permits that come through his office that has to be plan reviewed for electric can not be done.  Committeeman Mallory  stated that there was an agreement with the fire sub code inspector who is licensed for both fire and electrical to do both services.  The Committee will discuss later in the meeting making arrangements to authorize an outside agency to perform the electrical inspection duties for the Township.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to come back from recess and reopen the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion authorizing himself to negiotiate to acquire the services of an Electrical Subcode Inspector from now until such time as the Building Department ceases operation and responsibilities are transferred to the State of New Jersey ideally utilizing the amounts budgeted for such Inspector currently in the municipal budget, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to authorize the Township Attorney to utilize special counsel for possible additional legal action with regard to the weigh station up to an amount not to exceed $4,000, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Emiliani

Opposed:

Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

MOTION DENIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to authorize the Township Attorney to utilize special counsel for possible additional legal action with regard to the weigh station up to an amount not to exceed $3,000, seconded by Committeeman Mallory

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani

Opposed:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 A.M.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

_______________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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