May 16, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Greg Wovna, Committeeman Joe Gurneak, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

AWARDS PRESENTATION TO UNDEFEATED BASKETBALL TEAMS

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of Minutes of:  April 18, 2002

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:


Tax Collector

Planning Board


Municipal Court 
Police Report


Building Dept. 

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there were no questions from the public, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2002-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt Ordinance 2002-04

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2002-06

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-06

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed that unfortunately there has been no change since last month to report.  The new alignment with the County project is at a stand still.

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phases, 7 & 9


Greenwich Hills, Phases II & III


Greenfields & Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm



North Side ( Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South Side ( Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that none of the above mentioned developments are ready for dedication this month.  In the Wyndham Farm development he informed that the open space areas have not been maintained recently, he advised that he will forward a letter to M. Rieder informing him that they are responsible to maintain the open space areas until dedication.  He also informed that the tree waiver form has not be taken care of yet  Attorney Jost and Engineer Finelli will be preparing this form. 

Greenwich Center Update


Engineer Finelli informed that Target is planning on opening October 15th, and Lowes has informed that they also are planning to open October 15th, however, they are further behind in construction.  He informed that they could be a hold up with the openings of both stores due to the fact of the County Rt. 638 and Route 22 construction.  The County is planning on widening the roadway along Route 638.  He will inform the Committee monthly as to the progress being made at the center. 

County Route 638 Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement


Engineer Finelli informed that they was discussed last month and the amended agreement has been prepared indicating the Greenwich will have to maintain the sidewalk within the County right of way between Wyndham Farm Blvd.,and Washington Valley Drive.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize the Mayor to sign this agreement.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Street /Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing

Engineer Finelli informed that now that the budget is adopted we should start soliciting formal proposals if the Township wants to proceed with this project.  Mayor Pasquarelli instructed Engineer Finelli to prepare for the June agenda a proposal for this project.  She also informed that she or Committeeman Esposito will draft a letter to the County requesting them to pay for this crossing since it is on County roadway.

Rinehart Property


Availability of Fill Material

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that this item is listed on the agenda reminding that there is dirt available from a project in Lopatcong Township.

NJDOT Route 22 Improvement Project Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he wrote a letter to the NJDOT with comments that were made at a recent meeting attended by NJDOT, Lopatcong and Pohatcong Township Officials, Chief Willever, Mayor Pasquarelli and Committeeman Wovna.  He informed that NJDOT will be receiving comments from all affected Townships for consideration by the DOT and that they will hopefully take into consideration the comments reflected in his letter dated May 13, 200. 

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that they are moving forward with the survey work and at this time there is nothing to report.

2003 NJDOT Trust Fund Grant Applications

Engineer Finelli informed that he will have prepared for the June meeting the grant applications.  The deadline for the applications is June 28th.  He informed that he is requesting in the application funding for the balance of the Stryker’s Road project and also for funding for a sidewalk extension down South Main Street.

Specification/Bid Documents for New Emergency Squad Ambulance

Engineer Finelli informed that since the budget is adopted, the Township is now in a position to move forward with the purchase of a new Emergency Squad vehicle.  He requested authorization from the Committee to proceed with preparing the bid specs and going out to bid.  He informed that awarding of the vehicle could be done at the June meeting.  

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize Engineer Finelli to proceed with preparing the bid specs and advertisement of bid for the new Emergency Squad vehicle.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak,Blaszka, Wovna, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that certain Maintenance Bonds are coming due for expiration.  Greenwich Chase Phase III and Dumont Road will expire on 9/2002 and Stewarts Hunt in 11/2002.  He informed that the Committee should authorize him in the upcoming months to do an inspection of these projects before the Maintenance Bond expires.  He will list this item on the June agenda.

Engineer Finelli informed that he sent a letter to Barth Johnson at the Warren County Engineer’s office regarding the no parking signs for Route 639.  He informed that we should adopt an Ordinance restricting the parking and then forward to the County to endorse it.  The Committee will consider this and take action on an ordinance later in the meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

· County Route 639 Truck Traffic

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she will be drafting a stronger letter to the County in response of their inaction regarding this issue.

· 2002 Municipal Budget

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Township Committee formally adopted the 2002 Municipal Budget.  She will be talking with the CFO requesting a formal report be distributed every month from him to review.

· Weigh Station Update 

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that a meeting was conducted on April 26th  with the DOT at the Stewartsville School.They presented their plan and rationale for their two full weigh station projects on the East bound and West bound lanes of Route 78.  She informed that our special attorney has recently received a letter from the DOT informing us that they are planning on moving forward with this project despite the objections of the residents. She informed that she will forward a copy of this letter to the Committee to review and stated that she will wait for instructions from the Attorney as to the next step.

· Merrill Creek Sirens 

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Township received a second letter from the Merrill Creek owners group requesting our decision regarding the sirens.  She informed that Attorney Anzono recently met with Assistant DEP Commissioner Karen Kominsky who is involved with enforcing dam safety he is waiting for a reply from her. 

· Safe Kids Playground Grant

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the improvements have started in the park, mulch has recently been delivered.  Engineer Finelli’s office forwarded to her final equipment specs for review.  She informed that they will proceed with ordering the equipment within the next week or two for delivery in the summer.

· Memorial Day Parade

Mayor Pasquarelli reminded that the annual Memorial Day parade will be May 27th.  Lineup for the parade will be a 9:30 A.M. with the parade commencing at 10:00 A.M. down North Main Street.

· Community Day

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Community Day is scheduled for September 28th.  She informed that Frank Marchetta has volunteered to be Chair of this event.  The first meeting for organizing this event is scheduled for June 5th.

· Gypsy Moth Control 

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that today they sprayed for the gypsy moth infestation on New Village Road.  She stated that she has concerns regarding the conduct of the pilot conducting the spraying, in that they were flying very close to residents houses in areas that were not scheduled for spraying.  Also, she stated that she was concerned regarding the lack of assistance that the residents received from County 911 when they called the center requesting information regarding the low flying plane.  She stated that she will follow up with this issue with the Police Chief.

· Raffle approval for PTO Golf Outing 


Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the raffle application for the PTO Golf Outing.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito

· Recreation Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Recreation Commission will be sponsoring a Basket Bingo to be held Friday, May 17th at the Stewartsville Elementary School.  He informed that this event will be a fun night and encouraged the residents to attend.  Field Hockey and Fall Soccer sign ups will be held on May 29th from 6:00-8:00 PM and also on June 1st from 9:00-12 Noon.

· Website Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that they are still working on the conversion to the ASP environment in the windows 2000 server.  We have been having a URL conversion problem from the one company to the other company we are trying to trade off to. 

· Planning Board Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that a special meeting is planned for May 28th  at 7:00 P.M. for discussion regarding the Circulation Plan.  He also informed that resignations have been received from members on the Planning Board.  He stated that Mike Valente and from Greg Wovna due to his appointment to the Township Committee.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion to accept the resignations of Mike Valente and Greg Wovna with thanks for all their hard work in dedicating their time to the Planning Board, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito recommended appointing Frank Marchetta who was an alternate to move to a regular member term expiring 12/02, appoint Brook Waldt as an alternate member term expiring 12/02 and Tom Bolger as an alternate member term expiring 12/03.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that these are Mayoral appointments.  She stated that she appoints Mr. Marchetta, Mr. Bolger and Mr. Waldt to the terms specified by Committeeman Esposito.

· Old School Committee

Dawn Marie Kondas, Chairperson of the Old School Committee presented to the Committee a preliminary application to determine the eligibility for the Old School to be listed on the NJ and National Registers of Historic places.  She informed to be eligible as a historic location, the property must be significant as defined by the criteria associated with significant historical events, associated with significant persons in the past, represents distinctive physical characteristics of a certain period; and or, yield information about history on a Municipal, State or National level.  The common theme among these four factors is that the property made a significant contribution or played a significant role in the history of a community.  Additionally, the rationale for pursing eligibility must be made evident by gaining public recognition of its historical value; seek protection from federal, state, county or municipal harm; apply for restoration/rehabilitation grants/funds; take advantage of investment tax credit or relief from strict historic building codes.  She informed that the school was abandoned since 1996, the future of the school is threatened by deteriorating conditions.  To fund these much needed repairs and allow the structure to be a usable, a historical designation would allow the Township to apply for a variety of grants to support this rehabilitation.  An historical designation would be one step closer to the Township’s goal of preserving the rural character and agricultural heritage of this community

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by CommitteemanGurneak authorizing the submittal of a preliminary application to the New Jersey and National Historic Registers.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Sewer Subcommittee Update

Resolution 2002-40 – Execution of Consent Order Acknowledging that the township of Greenwich shall not claim any Right or Entitlement to Sewer Capacity reserved for the build out by Alpha 519 of its Affordable Housing Project in the Borough of Alpha

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2002-40.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

First Reading

ORDINANCE 2002-05

AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING THE APPLICATION, ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER OF SEWER CAPACITY, AMENDING CHAPTER XXI OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES ENTITLED “SEWERS, SEWAGE & INDUSTRIAL WASTE”

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-05

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak

· Appointment of Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to appoint Thomas Calari as Deputy Management Coordinator for Greenwich Township.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka

· Open Space Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the Oberly Farm in the first farm in the Township that has been preserved.  A second farm could be preserved as early as next week.

· COAH

Committeeman Blaszka informed that he has been in communication with them over the past several months.  Because of the change of the government structure at the State different people are being moved to different departments.  Since January he requested clarification from them regarding the parking lot, fencing and additional trees at the COAH units.  He will informed the Committee as to the status of this request once he receives notification from the State.

· Environmental Commission Update 

Committeeman Blaszka informed that there has been interest in the Township regarding grass clippings refuse.  He stated that the Environmental Commission will be working on this issue and researching options that the Township could do to accommodate the residents.  In the meantime there are two places that residents can take their grass clippings in Harmony and White Township.

Mayor Pasquarelli appointed Helio Carvellio as replacement on the Environmental Commission due to the resignation of Lloyd Foss

· School Board Update 

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Committee that he would like to add an additional $50,000 back into the school budget.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that a joint decision was made with the Board of Education to reduce the budget and due to the fact that the overwhelming voter turnout in defeat of this budget she stands with the decision made.  Committeeman Gurneak, Esposito and Wovna stand by the decision made to reduce the budget and advised that they are not in agreement with adding additional money back into the school budget.

Resolution 2002-42 – Certification of the School Budget

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2002-42.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Jim Turker of 3 Kinney Circle – Informed the Committee that there is a program in New Jersey called the Property Tax Reimbursement Program for Senior Citizens.  He informed that the State will pick up the tax increase for the Senior Citizens putting a freeze on any increases.

Wensai Wang of 12 Brill Road – Informed the Committee that residents can take their grass clipping to Rontoni in Harmony Township. 

Helio Carvello of Wyndham Farm development – Stated that since dedications are coming up in the near future of developments that the Township should consider taking steps in obtaining new equipment and hiring additional people to help maintain the open space areas.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that these issues have been previously discussed.

Tom Bolger of 506 Dori Place – Stated that the Township should consider planting wildflowers in the open space areas along with trees and bushes.

Chuck Jacobs of 616 Warren Glen Road Informed the Committee that he is one of the people that is parking his truck on Route 639.  He stated that he didn’t know that this was illegal.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Township will be taking the necessary steps to prohibit parking of trucks along this roadway.  She requested that he provide the Clerk with his telephone number and she would call him to discuss this issue further.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting from recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel and Contract Negotiations


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Esposito made a  motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close Executive Session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve for First reading Ordinance 2002-07 prohibiting truck parking on Route 639.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to hire Marlene Sullivan as Court Administrator at a salary of $29,000 per year.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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