JUNE 16, 2005

Stewartsville, NJ

7:30 P.M.

The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Brian Visconti, Deputy Mayor Greg Blaszka, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani,  Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1.   Approval of Township Minutes:  March 17, 2005, April 21, 2005






May 19, 2005, June 01, 2005

2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

3.   Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Susan Perez of 624 South Main Street – Read letter from Recreation President Dan Perez regarding the urgency of approving the Recreation Complex.  Stated in the letter disappointed in the Township Committee for allowing this project to drag on.

Ray Buckwalter of  300 Greens Ridge Road – Commended the Township Committee for working together on the bond.  Stated that school taxes are going to be going up and the taxpayers will not be able to afford it.

Gary Ruchlin of 1908 Gary Road – Stated that the reality is that the emergency services have to come first.  Safety to the residents should come first.  Bond issue needs to be addressed. No compromise, safety should come first.  Ball fields the teams of today are the firemen of tomorrow.  Willing to have his taxes increase to protect the children.  The kids do not have fields to play on.  Growth is pain.  The price of steel is not coming down.

Ronald Josselyn of 806 Fanning Mill Road – Stated nobody wants to see property tax increases.  Would like to see increase of $500 now, versus a higher increase in the future in taxes.  

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2005-35 Liquor License Renewals 

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to adopt Resolution 2005-35, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2005-36 Annual Report of Audit

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-14

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Delete off of salary ordinance – Open space consultant

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to approve for first reading Ordinance 2005-14, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Visconti

Bond Ordinance

Mayor Visconti conducted a straw poll vote on the following:

Approval of Ordinance 2005-13:


Visconti - yes

Blaszka - yes

Pasquarelli – wants to have public hearing on Ordinance

Marchetta - yes


Emiliani – wants to have public comment

Approval of Firehouse at $4.61 Million:


Visconti – yes


Blaszka – yes


Marchetta – yes


Pasquarelli – no


Emiliani – no

Approval of Recreation Fields at $1.9 Million:


Visconti – yes


Blaszka – yes


Marchetta – yes


Pasquarelli – no


Emiliani – no

SECOND READING/ PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE 2005-13


BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $6,510,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $6,199,999 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-13

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Joe Mecsey – Fire Chief – Stated that the roof on the existing municipal building is rusted because of lack of maintenance.  Stated that a Morton Building will not work.  The building plans for the new firehouse are for a building to last 50 + years.  Informed that a new firehouse is desperately needed to house our equipment.  Stated that our equipment is out in the parking lot.  This building would also house the emergency management center as emergency operations center.  Stated that with each day going by it is costing the taxpayers more money to construct this building.  When the plan was first presented it cost $159 per square feet, in May of 2005 the price has escalated to $200 per square feet and it is predicted that in April of 2006 it will rise to $246/square feet.  In March of 2004 the price to construct this building was 2.271 Million, it has escalated to $4.6 Million as of April 2005.  The Township has spent $333,000 in Architect fees to date for the Firehouse construction and plans for the municipal building.  Stated that not making a decision on the firehouse is costing money. 

Kevin Young of 1305 Brian Circle – Stated that the Fire Company does not want to pull apart the plan and delay this project any longer.  Time is costing money.

Gary Ruchline of 1902 Gary Road – Stated if has was CEO of this company he would fire every one of the Township Committee members. Said that a citizens committee should be formed to overlook this project.  

Tom Mullen of 517 Marlin Farm Road – Stated that the Fire Company does a lot of hard work.  Concerned that it is going to take time to clean off the trucks in bad weather and it is going to hurt someone in response time.  They need the building for equipment and for the safety of the residents.

Susan Perez of  624 South Main Street -  Her opinion is that the Committee members hate each other.  Until we can get a new Committee that can get along we are screwed.  She is doesn’t have a lot of money but she supports the firehouse and rec. fields.

Matt Klouser of 610 South Main Street – Stated that he has lived in town for 42 years.  Asking committee to move forward on the project.  Squandering more money is dragging your feet.  This is political “BS”  

Bob Zelley of 323 Greens Ridge Road – Stated that the Committee should consider separating the projects.  Stated that the Rec. fields are a good investment.  Stated that there is support within the town for the recreation fields.

Chris Luke of 415 Thomas Stewart Way – Stated that he schedules all the ball games.  There is a lack of fields for the kids to play their games on.  The kids need extra places.  We are at a capacity problem for the children.  

Jim Mangiola of 1614 Adams Drive – Stated that he supports the recreation fields project.

Tom Callari of 1713 Washington Valley Dr – Stated that he supports the recreation fields and that the children in the town will be using this complex for many years to come and stated that this is an asset to the town to have.  Also stated that there should be no question as to moving forward with building a new firehouse.  One look at what the fireman are working out of now and anyone can see that it is needed.  Asked the Committee to make a decision and move forward with the projects.

Meyone Davis of 105 Dillon Dr. – Stated that the Committee needs to figure out a way to get a Committee together to look over the plans.  There are many professionals that live in this town that could assist.

Troy Rush of 110 Washington St. -  Requested the Committee to do something you know everyone wants it done.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-13

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Visconti informed that no vote will be taken tonight on this Ordinance, the vote will be tabled until July 21st meeting.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to take a five-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to come back from recess and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

Hamlen Property 

Committeeman Blaszka thanked the following people for all their help with the purchase of the Hamlen property:

Kim Testa, Warren County Freeholders, Earl Riley, Bob Zelley, Al Telsey, Open Space Committee, Attorney Jost, Engineer Finelli, Township Committee, and last by not least – Mary Francis Bortz and Agnes Hamlen.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Attorney Carney provided a monthly report for the Committee to review.

Resolution 2005-38


Resolution authorizing disbursement of funds for the repurchase of 4686 G.P.D. of unused sewerage capacity and allocation of 4360 G.P.D. to Larken Associates in accordance with Ordinance 2003-10

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2005-38

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Greenwich Commons Developers Agreement.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Marchetta

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani

Greenwich Township Emergency Squad


Blue Light Permit Application

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the blue light permit application for Robert Hoyd, Brendan Burns, Jeanette Young.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

Road Department Over-time

Committeeman Marchetta informed that Recreation has requested additional help during baseball playoff games from the road department.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to authorize the Road Department to work over-time for the baseball playoff games.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

Pasquarelli

Abstain:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2005-37

Resolution endorsing Planning Board’s support of New Jersey Highlands Council’s Municipal Partnership Pilot Project

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve Resolution 2005-37

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Community Day - September 24, 2005


Appoint - Marianne Marchetta Chairperson


Recognition award to ShopRite on Community Day

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to appoint Marianne Marchetta as Chairperson for Community Day

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

ENGINEER FINELLI

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· He previously advised the Township Committee at the March 17, 2005 Committee Meeting that he had attended two (2) meetings with various parties involved with this project.  On February 24, 2005, he met with Jim Harding, NJDOT District I Region Manager, and two (2) other DOT representatives to review and assess the status of the Stryker’s Road project and discuss the ramifications of the Township not proceeding with the project on an expeditious basis.  On March 8, 2005, he met with Dave Hicks, Warren County Engineer, and Jim Harding and two (2) representatives from the NJDOT to discuss the potential timing of the construction of the County bridge (over the Lopatcong Creek) with the Stryker’s Road Reconstruction project within Greenwich Township.

· It has been made very clear that the Township must proceed with the design of the project or the NJDOT will revoke the Township grant monies, which have been previously allocated for this project.  The NJDOT has agreed to give the Township until June 1, 2005 to complete the design and develop construction and bid documents.  If the bid documents are submitted by June 1, 2005, the NJDOT has agreed to allow the project to be advertised for construction in the Spring of 2006 so as to better coordinate with the County’s work on the bridge replacement project.  If the design work is not completed and submitted to their office by June 1, 2005, the NJDOT has advised the Township that they will “deobligate” the existing agreements and the $478,000.00 of grant monies will be rescinded.

· He reported that his office was able to complete the design plans for the project and submitted it to the NJDOT on June 1, 2005 to meet the deadline, which was placed upon the Township by the NJDOT.  A copy of the cover letter to the NJDOT was previously forwarded to all Committee Members and Kim Viscomi for their records and information.  It is important to note that since the project will be jointly bid with Warren County in the spring of 2006, we have not done any project specifications at this time.  This work will be coordinated with the County prior to the bidding of the project in 2006.  Also, it is important to note that the design of the reconfigured traffic signal to facilitate a four-way signal at Dumont Road/Route 519/Rath’s driveway has not been completed.  The County and his office will be working with Walt Lublanecki, P.E. (the Township’s Traffic Engineer who also designed the existing traffic signal for the County) on the reconfigured signal design.

· At the May 19, 2005 meeting, he presented the plan to the Township and also relayed the concerns of the Rath’s relative to one (1) of the many generations of design plans, but not the final design, which was submitted to the NJDOT.  Please note that the current design plan that was submitted to the NJDOT includes both a left turn at Stryker’s Road onto CR 519 North and a relocated exit driveway to a reconfigured traffic signal directly across from Dumont Road.  This design was the culmination of numerous meetings and reviews by the Warren County Engineering Department.  He will be meeting with the Rath’s on Wednesday, June 15, 2005 to present the current plan and receive their feedback and will be meeting with the County on Thursday, June 16, 2005 to review some issues that the County has with the Rath access driveway changes.  

2. 2005 LIVABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT

· His office completed the 2005 Livable Communities Grant Application and forwarded copies of the application to the NJDEP in September, 2004.  The grant application was for $200,000.00 and is related to recreational facility improvements at the various park/recreation areas within the Township.

· His office recently contacted a Livable Communities Grant representative and was notified that most of the grant awards had been made.  There were still a number of awards pending based upon some additional monies which were still available to be distributed.  Based upon the lack of any notification, he feels it is safe to assume that the Township did not receive any funds through the initial and primary grant notification period.

3. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH, PHASE I

· The construction phase of the project is nearly complete.  Everyone is aware, the paving of the path has been completed and the bike path has been “open” for public use for a number of weeks now.  The project is well over 90% complete with only the final stabilization work and tree planting to be completed.  He has seen numerous residents utilizing the bike path in his travels recently along Greenwich Street.  He anticipates this project being 100% complete very soon.  At that point, he will proceed towards closing out the project in an effort to secure the balance of grant monies due the Township for this project.

4. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH, PHASE II

· The Township Committee previously authorized his office to proceed in developing the construction and bid documents for Phase II of the Bike Path project based upon the Township’s recent award of an additional $100,000.00 grant for Phase II.

· His office has completed the design plans and the project is currently “out to bid” as of the date of this report.  A bid opening is scheduled for Wednesday, June 15, 2005 for Phase II of the Bike Path.  
Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to award the bid to Pave King in the amount of $77,483

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

5. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT

· Ordinance 2005-12 was adopted at the May 19, 2005 Committee Meeting.  Subsequent to the passing and adoption of this ordinance, his office has proceeded with the award of the contract for this project to Kalogridis Contracting, LLC, in the amount of $178,010.00 in accordance with his April 21, 2005 correspondence.  A pre-construction meeting was held at his office on June 7, 2005 and the contractor is slated to commence work on the project.  At this juncture, he is in a position to submit the initial voucher to the NJDOT for the initial grant allotment due the Township for this project.

6. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  His office, on behalf of the Township, forwarded the completed Request for Authorization (RFA) form and Grant Application to the NJDEP on March 2, 2004.  He has received his approved stormwater general permit from the NJDEP.  His permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  His Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) is April 1, 2004.  The Township is now “on the clock” relative to compliance with the new regulations.  The first step is to adopt a Stormwater Management Plan within one (1) year of the effective date of the Township’s permit.  He will keep the Committee apprised as we move forward with the development of the Stormwater Management Plan.
· His office has recently received a fiscal year 2005 grant application from the NJDEP associated with another round of funding associated with the Stormwater Management Plan development and implementation process. The State has allocated $6 million for this grant program.  He recently forwarded this grant application on behalf of the Township to the NJDEP.

· His office has completed the Township’s Stormwater Management Plan and copies have been forwarded to the Planning Board for presentation and hopeful adoption at a Special Meeting scheduled for June 29, 2005.  Copies of the Township’s plan will be provided to all the Committee Members as well for their records and information.

7. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· His office has completed considerable work on the Site Plan development phase of the project and we continue to coordinate with Tom Kocubinski’s office regarding the development of the construction drawings and overall project bid package.  They are well over 80% complete with the design work associated with the Site Plan development phase of this project.  At this juncture, his office has ceased work on the project until the budgetary issues associated with the entire project have been resolved.  Based upon the action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the firehouse will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

8. D’ANGELO PROPERTY:  BOUNDARY SURVEY
· His office has completed both the Boundary Survey and the installation of all required monumentation for the D’Angelo properties located on New Village Road.  The survey was prepared per Green Acres requirements and has now been approved by Green Acres.  He will continue to coordinate with both Attorney Jost and Green Acres relative to this matter, as necessary.

9. WEIGH STATION CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ON NEW VILLAGE ROAD 
· It has been brought to my attention that portions of New Village Road have experienced some level of degradation caused by the construction of the new bridge over Route 78.  He hopes that the NJDOT, through their contractor, Railroad Construction, would make all necessary repairs to the roadway upon completion of all work associated with the bridge replacement.  The Township Committee may wish to consider an independent inspection of New Village Road in an effort to develop a punch list of repair items, which the NJDOT should be held responsible.  It is important to consider that New Village Road is a municipal roadway with the responsibility and cost for future maintenance to be born by the municipality.  Therefore, he feels it is important for the NJDOT to return the roadway to the Township in an acceptable condition.

· The Township Committee previously authorized his office to send a letter to the NJDOT making them aware of the Township’s concerns relative to the degradation to New Village Road and to alert them to this matter in order to properly document the situation in question as well as to request confirmation from the NJDOT regarding their intent to restore the roadway to its original condition.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to open the meeting for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Charlie Piccone, part owner of the brick farmhouse currently under reconstruction along Greenwich Street spoke with the Committee regarding their plans to build a new home on their property.  They requested of the Committee consideration be given to allow them to build this house on a portion of land next to their property which is part of the Wyndham Farm open space property so that the house will front off of Marlin Farm Road.  They would like to switch a portion of their property for a portion of this property.  The Township Committee directed Mr. Piccone to go before the Planning Board with this request prior to consideration being given from the Township Committee.  The Committee would like to have the decision of the Planning Board.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

_______________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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