June 20, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present: Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Greg Wovna, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Arriving at 7:45 P.M.  Committeeman Gurneak


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by: 1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers.  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1. Approval of Township Minutes of May 16, 2002

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:

Tax Collector

Planning Board

Municipal Court

Building Department 

Police Department


3. Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2002-44 Recycling Grant Resolution

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-44

Voting in favor:
Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

2002-45 Annual Liquor License Renewals

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-45

Voting in favor:
Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

*Committeeman Gurneak arrived at the meeting

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-06

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-06

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2002-06

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-05

AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING THE APPLICATION, ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER OF SEWER CAPACITY, AMENDING CHAPTER XXI OF THE GREENWICH TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES ENTITLED “SEWERS, SEWAGE & INDUSTRIAL WASTE”

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-05

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-05

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adopt Ordinance 2002-05

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICERS

CFO, Gregory Della Pia informed the Committee that he has distributed to the Committee the budget report for the past six months, indicating that the salaries line items are at the 50% mark.  He informed that everything is on line.  He indicated that he will provide these reports to the Committee a week before the meeting for review.  He informed that the annual audit was conducted in the Township.  He stated that all overall the Township is conducting the finances in an efficient manner.  He stated that according to the Corrective Action Plan submitted from the Township Auditor that he will send out letters to the various departments informing of their defenciencies and indicating the correct manner required. 

He informed that he will have the proposed new Bond Attorney attend the July meeting to discuss his proposal to the Committee for hire.  He previously submitted a proposal to the Committee to review. 

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

First Reading

ORDINANCE 2002-08

NO PARKING ON ROUTE 644/ GREENWICH CHURCH ROAD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-08

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Public Record Form


Attorney Jost informed the Committee that the new public records law takes effect July 08, 2002.  He informed that the public would be required to complete a form requesting what type of public documents they would like to receive.  He stated that the law mandates that the Township Clerk shall be responsible for administering the form as Custodian of Records. She will be required to make sure that the information requested is given to the public in the time frame mandated by law.  He informed that certain records will not include employee personnel files, police investigation records, public assistance files or other matters in which there is a right of privacy or confidentiality of which is exempted by law.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that there were typos on the form that needed to be corrected and also she had concerns regarding that this form could be filed electronically.  She directed Attorney Jost to research that area of the form further.  

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the form as submitted with the typos to be corrected and any other further additions or deletions required by Attorney Jost after he researches the law further.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Wyndham Farm Development / M. Rieder

Attorney Jost informed the Committee that a letter was sent to M. Rieder giving official notice of failure to perform required maintenance in Wyndham Farm Development; Sections I, IIA, IIB, III, IV & V.  The letter was dated June 18, 2002 giving official notice that they are in violation.  It was indicated in the letter that work must be done by June 25th, if the work was not conducted in a satisfactory manner, inspected by Engineer Finelli then an outside contractor would be hired effective June 26th to complete the work.  The cost associated with bringing in an outside contractor would be at the expense of M. Rieder, paid out of the previously posted developers bonds. 

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to authorize if the developer fails to remedy the health, safety and welfare maintenance issues, in Wyndham Farm Development, the Township is authorized to hire an independent contractor to do this work, to pay out of escrow funds of the developer or to have Township employees do this work and bill for services out of escrow funds.  This is only for an emergency situation; this is in no way an indication of the Township’s acceptance of this development.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Tax Appeals

Attorney Jost informed the Committee that approximately 20 appeals from Township residents were filed with the Warren County Tax Board.  He informed that there were no appeals filed from Commercial property.  He stated that three appeals that were approved he has concerns about.  He informed that he would advise the Committee of filing an appeal with the State of New Jersey after he discusses the appeals further with Eloise Hagaman, Tax Assessor.  He informed that the Committee has 45 days to file an appeal with the State.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

· New Emergency Squad Ambulance


Engineer Finelli informed the Committee the one (1) bid was received from Lifeline Emergency Vehicles from Iowa, in the amount of $114,456.  He stated that the bonding information was forwarded to Attorney Jost to review.  He stated that there was one small exception that he noted in the original bid documents in that no corporate signatures or stamped seal from the corporation was missing.  He will contact Lifeline regarding the corporate seal.  Engineer Finelli requested that the Chief Financial Officer certify that the funds are available.  CFO, Gregory Della Pia informed that the Township Committee would have to approve a bond ordinance for certification.  He informed that the Township Committee has 60 days to award the bid and this will give the Township time to have in place a bond ordinance providing for the funding of this vehicle.  It was decided to conduct a special Township Committee meeting on July 1st at 7:30 P.M. to introduce for first reading a bond ordinance providing for the funding of the vehicle and then schedule public hearing and second reading of the bond ordinance for the regular July Township meeting.

CFO Gregory Della Pia informed the Committee that he has provided to them for review a resume and contract proposal from Bond Counsel Steve Rogurt.  Mayor Pasquarelli directed to have Attorney Rogurt attend the July meeting to discuss his proposal further.

It was decided to hire Bond Counsel Steve Rogurt to prepare the bond ordinance only for the emergency squad vehicle.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Bond Counsel Steve Rogurt to prepare the necessary bond documents and ordinance for the purchase of the emergency squad vehicle.

Stryker’s Road Update


NJDOT Extension Request

Engineer Finelli informed that the County is reviewing the new alignment.  He is recommending that the Committee approve Resolution 2002-46 requesting an extension to the grant.  This will extend the terms of the original grant.

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-46.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Future Dedication


Greenwich Chase, Phases 7 & 9


Greenwich Hills, Phases II & III


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm


North Side ( Sections 2B, 4 & 5)


South Side ( Sections, 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed that none of the above listed are in a position of dedication at this time.

Greenwich Center


Update on Project Construction, Phase I & II

Engineer Finelli informed that there is a strike in progress at this time out at the construction site.  The work on Route 22 is going to start any day, work is proceeding as planned.  Lowe’s is responsible for putting in the light at Rt. 22 and widening the roadway on Greenwich St.  He will be meeting with the developer of Phase II to discuss the progress of the construction.

Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revision


Engineer Finelli informed that FEMA hopes to have them done in the next couple of months.  Residents along the flood plain will no longer be required to obtain Flood Insurance.

Greenwich Street / Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing Proposal

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he has submitted a proposal to the Committee dated June 17th indicating the cost for engineering services for this project.  He indicated in the proposal the costs associated for a solar powered school crossing warning sign; and a conventional traffic signal.  He informed the Committee that he spoke with the County and they indicated that they would not fund any of these options.  However, they support the conventional traffic signal.  The Committee will review this proposal submitted.

Township Water Quality Standards


Discussion regarding potential Ordinance development.

Engineer Finelli indicated that he has been working with Committeeman Blaszka regarding this issue.  He has reviewed the regulations regarding this.  He distributed to the Committee spec sheets on a system that he previously saw demonstrated.  The ordinance that the Township might want to consider would require that inserts be put into catch basins that filter out the matter.  He informed that this would be expensive cost to the developer.

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli met with the County Engineer to discuss this project.  He indicated that as part of the grant, the County would have to give their approval.  He informed that there is a small obstacle regarding the farmhouse along this roadway.  He will keep the Committee informed regarding the status of this project.

2003 NJDOT Trust Fund Grant Applications


Realignment of Stryker’s Road – Resolution 2002-47


South Main Street Sidewalk Extension – Resolution 2002-48

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-47

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Resolution 2002-48

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to authorize Mayor Pasquarelli to sign the necessary documents regarding the 2003 NJDOT Trust Fund Grant Application

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Maintenance Bond Inspection


Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that according to his records the Maintenance Bond for Dumont Road is due to expire on 9/19/02.  He recommended to the Committee authorization to do the necessary inspections to this roadway before the maintenance bond expires.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to authorize Engineer Finelli to do the inspections to Dumont Road.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

· Weigh Station Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed the Committee that she is working with Special Counsel on drafting a response to the NJDOT regarding this project.  Nothing to report at this time.

· Merrill Creek Sirens

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Special Counsel has been looking at the State Statutes regarding sirens.  Special Counsel will be meeting with the Regulator of the NJDEP within the next two weeks.

· Safe Kids Playground Grant

The work is proceeding at the park.  The Road Department has installed additional matting around the equipment.  She is working with Nevitt from Finelli’s office on ordering additional equipment for the park.  She will be meeting with Committeeman Esposito to go over the plans for the park.

· Community Day Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Frank Marchetta is the Chairperson of this event.  Committeeman Wovna will be the Committee Liaison to the event.  Community Day is scheduled for September 28, 2002.  Meetings are underway for planning this event.

· Planning Board Appointment

Mayor Pasquarelli appointed Brooke Waldt as Alternate #1

· Emergency Squad Member – Jonathan Ruel

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Jonathan Ruel as squad member.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

· Website Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that there was a major conversion to the site.  There still is some minor problems going on, lost some information that was on the site.  The website should be taken care of soon with all the information provided on it.

· Township Committee Assignments

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that revisions were made to the assignments to include Committeeman Wovna.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the revised list.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the NJDOT has scheduled a public information center meeting for Route 519.  The meeting will be held on June 25th at the Greenwich School between 4:00-8:00 PM.

· Proposed New Firehouse

Committeeman Wovna will be helping take over this project as liaison to the Fire Company.  Fire Chief Mecsey informed that they would like to hire an architect to provide a cost of this project.  Would like to have the Committee approve hiring an architect for the July meeting.

· Recreation Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Basket Bingo was a huge success.  Recreation netted over $7,500.  

· Resignation of Rob O’Donnel from Recreation

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to accept the resignation of Rob O’Donnel from Recreation with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

· Planning Board Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that they are nearing the conclusion of the work being done for the Circulation Plan.  They will be scheduling soon the adoption of this plan.

· Old School Committee Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Old School Committee has recently submitted an application with the hopes of designating the Old School as Historic Preservation Status.

· Sewer Subcommittee Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that there is nothing new to report, a meeting will be scheduled for next month.

Committeeman Blaszka

School Board Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the Mayor and himself recently attended the graduation ceremony and the honors program.  

COAH Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed the Committee that he received a letter from COAH dated June 10th.  The letter indicated that they have approved utilizing funds for the parking lot, unfortunately he informed that the residents in that area are not sure if they want the parking lot now.  The request for the fencing and the additional shrubbery, COAH did not approve this request at this time.  The reason that they did not approve this request is because we did not submit the full plan.  He stated with that being the case that in the future COAH could approve the request for fencing and shrubbery if the plans are submitted.  He recommended that we hold up on doing anything further until Dumont Road is realigned and then take a look at the traffic on this road.  Because of the expenses that the association has been accruing, in the final turnover of the project, he reviewed what we could do to assist and he determined that the only avenue we could take would be to assist in the attorney and engineer fees, however COAH did not approve this request either.  

Historical Society

Doris Rayna informed the Committee that they would like to have two more members.  The Ordinance states that there are seven township residents, and they would like to add additional two members for a total of nine members.  Attorney Jost will review this and report back at the July meeting. 

Environmental Commission / Junior Program

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the environmental commission would like to add two more members to the commission.  One member from the Board of Education and one member from the Community.  Attorney Jost informed that he would research this because State law governs the Commission.  He will report back at the July meeting. 

The junior program will be for students in grades 6th-8th with approximately 7-9 members.  

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to approve adding a Junior Program to the environmental commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public for public comment

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Bill MaCarthy of 1926 Gary Road – He stated that he agrees with the County in not having a traffic light at the intersection of Greenwich Street/Wyndham Farm Blvd.  He stated that it would change the rural character by adding a light it will make it look more like the city.  He doesn’t feel it is a compelling need.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Committee is doing our due diligence in the case if courtesy bussing becomes an issue.  He questioned what the bike path would look like.  Engineer Finelli informed that it would be 6 feet wide with a blacktop surface, with a gravel border.  Engineer Finelli informed that he would show him the plans.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to take a five-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come back from recess and open the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel and Contract Negotiations

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public:  When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Wovna made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to close Executive Session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to hire Sheila Oberly as part-time Municipal Offices Assistant at a salary of $10.00 per hour.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to hire Sheila Oberly as Court Recorder at a salary of $876.76 per year.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Esposito

MOTION CARRIED

_____________________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

1
1

