July 18, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present: Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Greg Wovna, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by: 1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers.  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1. Approval of Township Minutes of June 20, 2002 – TABLE UNTIL JULY MEETING – EDITS ARE REQUIRED FROM COMMITTEEMAN BLASZKA
Approval of Executive Session Minutes of:  January 17, February 21, March 21, April 22, May 16, and June 20, 2002

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:

Tax Collector

Planning Board

Municipal Court
Building Department 

Police Department
Treasurer

3. Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-09

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF A RESCUE TRUCK AND AN AMBULANCE IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUME OF $275,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adopt Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Resolution

2002-50 Third Quarter Tax Date Extension

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-50

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-07

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF WARREN GLEN-BLOOMSBURY ROAD (COUNTY ROUTE 639) IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Attorney Jost informed that he has conducted further research regarding this Ordinance and he suggested that the public hearing on this Ordinance be tabled until the August meeting so that he can further discuss his research with the Chief of Police and amend the ordinance accordingly. – TABLE UNTIL AUGUST MEETING
SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-08

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING ON BOTH SIDES OF GREENWICH CHURCH ROAD (COUNTY ROUTE 644) IN THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-08

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-08

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adopt Ordinance 2002-08

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Discussion regarding proposed Property Maintenance Ordinance

Attorney Jost informed the Committee that a sample ordinance from the Boro of Washington has been forwarded to them to review.  He informed that he has had experience in the past with property maintenance ordinances and they can be both good and bad.  He informed that many municipalities have enacted property maintenance codes because of problems that have existed in their municipalities sometimes they have   repealed them because of the problems the enforcement has created.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she has been discussing this option with the Township Attorney due to the fact that there has been complaints of properties not being maintained.  In reviewing the enforcement mechanism what is on our books is the County Health Department which do not address all of the issues that have arisen.  She informed that she also spoke with the Chief of Police who requested that an ordinance be in place that would allow us to enforce elimination of junk cars.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the ordinance provided is a proposal from the Boro of Washington they have not adopted it.  Attorney Jost informed that this type of ordinance can be an important enforcement too with picking up on zoning violations. Mayor Pasquarelli informed that no action needs to be taken on this, but she would request that the Committee review this ordinance for future discussion.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he provided two pieces of correspondence to the Committee regarding this project.  The first letter provides a summary of the project status and the second letter is the official request from the NJDOT for the extension of this project.  He informed that he was notified today from the NJDOT that the extension has been granted up to 2004.

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phases 7 & 9


Greenwich Hills, Phases II & III


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wydham Farm


North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)


South Side (Sections, 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that there is dedications set for this month for the listed developments.  All parties are working to get off the performance bonds and activitity is happening at all sections.

Greenwich Center

Engineer Finelli informed that the work on Route 22 and Greenwich street has started.  The power and utility lines have been moved to new poles.  Target is still planning on opening October 1st.

Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he has not yet received the flood plain maps from FEMA.

Greenwich Street / Wyndham Farm Blvd. Pedestrian Crossing

Engineer Finelli informed that the revised proposal has been submitted to the Committee to review.  This item to be tabled and to be discussed at the August meeting.

Township Water Quality Standards

Engineer Finelli informed that this issued was discussed last month.  He provided a draft ordinance regarding water quality standards for the Committee to review.  He informed that this would impact any future development in the Township.   Committeeman Blaszka will provide a copy of the draft ordinance to the Environmental Commission to review and comment on.

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he is going to make a formal request to the NJDOT for design exception.  He informed that they require a 10 foot wide travel path for bike paths.  He indicated that we do not need this wide of a path and it would provide difficulties to the Township in acquiring additional right of way for the project.  He informed that he is going to request approval for a 8 foot wide path for this project.

2003 NJDOT Trust Fund Grant Applications

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the application has been submitted to the State.  He expects to receive information regarding the award in October or November at the latest.

New Emergency Squad Ambulance

Engineer Finelli informed that one bid was received from Lifeline Emergency Vehicles for Iowa, in the amount of $114,456.  He stated that now that the funding is in place to award the contract he recommended to the Committee to award to Lifeline Emergency Vehicles.

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to award the bid to Lifeline Emergency Vehicles in the amount of $114,456 subject to the consent of surety approval by Township Attorney Peter Jost.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Maintenance Bond Inspection

Chase, Phase III ( Dumont Road) Expires 9/19/02

Stewarts Hunt:  Bond Expires 11/21/02

Engineer Finelli informed that this was discussed last month.  Previously authorization was given for inspection to Chase Phase III.  He informed that Stewarts Hunt is coming due to expire.  Mayor instructed to list for August agenda for approval. 

Personnel Matter

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that a personnel matter is to be addressed this evening.  She informed that under State law when there is a personnel matter to be addressed by the governing body the subject employee is given a rice notice, which is, notice that discussion is going to be given in this matter.  In this case the employee is Susan Fleming, Deputy Court Clerk.  Attorney Jost asked that the Attorney present with Ms. Fleming confirm that this matter is to be heard in public session.  Attorney John O’Reilley confirmed to the Committee that his client wanted this matter to be heard in public session.  Mayor Pasquarelli continued that the employee was given the notice, given an opportunity to attend this meeting to listen to the discussion, offer any comments.  In this particular case the employee opted, which is their right to have the matter discussed in public rather than in private.  Usually matters of personnel are discussed in private as a matter of courtesy, privacy for the employee, since the employee has waived that right we will address this matter in public.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that the subject employee took several days of vacation without giving adequate notice to her liaison to the governing body, since she was the only employee of that department at the time it had caused the department to be closed for two days, this is contrary to Township policy.  This matter was put on for discussion as a matter to consider whether any disciplinary action would be taken as a result of this action.  The Committee will consider this tonight; the employee has obtained counsel and has them present to discuss this matter.  The dates involved are May 16th and May 17th.

Attorney O’Reilley informed that his client notified her supervisor in the beginning of the year.  Her supervisor at the time was Bernice Woolf, she notified her at the time that she would be taking those dates to go with the Phillipsburg High School Band on a trip to Canada taking May 16th and May 17th off.  Ms. Woolf retired within two or three weeks of that time period and an Acting Administrator was appointed and his client also notified the Acting Administrator.  His client had made these plans a long time in advance and obviously had made plans to attend, which could not be changed.  The Acting Administrator had some sort of conflict so she made the decision to close.  He provided to the Committee letters from both Bernice Woolf and Kera Charles.  He stated that his client has a record of performance in the position which doesn’t justify this, in that he felt she did not violate any policies or procedures in reviewing the employee handbook which indicates that she was to notify her supervisor and she also notified the next acting supervisor.  He indicated that she was pointed out in the audit done that she is a hard worker in a situation, which is grossly understaffed, and she has managed to do the job.  He informed that he didn’t think that there is a basis for this notice to the employee and asked that it is withdrawn and this entire matter closed.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that it is the understanding of this governing body that the employee is reporting to an acting court administrator, but that person was not given any personnel responsibilities for this office.  That person was given responsibilities relative to performing court administrative duties and for all matter related to attendance and working additional hours those items have been coordinated with Mr. Gurneak who is the supervisor and liaison to this department.  She stated that action might require some additional legal research to determine who was the acting supervisor in this case.  With that being the case she suggested that the Committee table this issue at this time.  She directed Attorney Jost to provide the legal research and advise the Committee of his findings.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that the only notification that she was aware of was when on the evening of May 15th Committeeman Gurneak was notified by Mrs. Fleming.  At that point Committeeman Gurneak notified the Mayor and the Clerk on May 16th in an effort to try to find someone to cover for Mrs. Fleming.  Committeeman Gurneak stated that he was sorry that it has gotten to this point because as long as he has know Mrs. Fleming she has done an outstanding job as far as the court job is concerned.   He stated that Bernice Woolf had left her position and left us in a big dilemma because there was a void in the court and Mrs. Fleming is not qualified to run the court entirely by herself or act as the Court Administrator.  There was a lot of concern on the Committee’s part we would fall into a void here and not cover the court as practically as possible.  He stated when he found out at 10:30 p.m. the night before that Sue was taking the two days vacation and he said that she did not say anything to him previously and he wondered what we were going to do to in an attempt to at least get the phones covered for the day.  After talking with the Clerk it was decided that a replacement could not be brought in.  After talking with Sue he stated that she had followed what he considered a proper procedure at the time of notifying Bernice that she would be taking those days off and then he received the letter from Kera Charles indicating that Sue had informed her, maybe Kera dropped the ball and should have said something to Committeeman Gurneak.  He stated that he has written this off as a misunderstanding I don’t think that there is any ill intent here.  He stated that the two days that Sue took off, one day was actually was a day she wasn’t supposed to work  which was Friday.  He stated that it was his fault that he didn’t delve into this a little bit deeper and make sure that the department was covered when Bernice left and inform him of the vacation schedule.  Committeeman Esposito stated that he would wait to make comments until he receives comments from Attorney Jost on his research.  Committeeman Blaszka questioned Attorney O’Reilly as to his purpose for being here. Questioned him if he was trying not to have something put in the employee file.  Attorney O’Reilly responded absolutely and this should have been withdrawn.  Committeeman Blaszka stated that he would wait until the research is done to make his decision.  Committeeman Wovna had not comments.  The Township Committee will notify Attorney O’Reilly whenever they are going to reconsider this matter.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

Safe Kids Playground Grant

First Reading Ordinance 2002-10

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXPENSES FROM THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A CERTAIN PROJECT KNOWN AS:  MUNICIPAL PARK PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT & IMPROVEMENTS

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the work being done to the improvements to the park is moving forward.  Additional playground equipment will be ordered for the park.  She stated that although the Township is receiving grant money for this project, additional money will be needed to complete the project.  In discussing the funding procedure with CFO Della Pia, it was decided to add $5,000 to capital for playground equipment purchases.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-10

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-52
Support Timed Growth Ordinances

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-52

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-53
Support Assessment of Impact Fees

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-53

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Route 22 Improvement Project

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the NJDOT conducted a public information center on June 25th.  She stated that since the Township was not informed of this meeting until the last minute and residents could not be properly informed of this meeting, she sent a letter to the DOT asking them to have another public information center meeting.  Engineer Finelli had previously sent a letter to the DOT reflecting the comments of the Township regarding this plan.  The Mayor asked Engineer Finelli to forward another copy of his letter to the Township Attorney and Clerk to forward to the Committee to review again.

Deputy Mayor Esposito

Planning Board Update 

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Planning Board after months of discussion adopted a new circulation plan for the township.  He stated that this plan is a tremdous plan that will limit traffic cutting through our town and developments and help with the safety of our children and protect our property values of our houses.  At the last meeting, there was discussion from residents regarding Dumont Road, he informed that the Planning Board passed the plan without doing anything regarding Dumont.  However, it was put on the record that the Board is going to seriously take a look at a lot of the suggestions that were made.  In the near future he stated that himself along with Engineer Finelli are going to have a neighborhood meeting to take a look at Dumont and discuss the concerns regarding the traffic on this roadway

Committeeman Wovna

New Firehouse Update

Committeeman Wovna informed that he met with members of fire company subcommittee to look at the proposed layout to review the feasibility of the project on the land on North Main Street.  He stated that some of the key issues that are being looked at is the Merrill Creek Flood Plain issue.  He stated that before any movement goes forward we need to know where the line is drawn regarding the flood plain for this piece of land for the design process.  He informed that they are looking at getting quotes from Architects.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that they will have to sit down with the CFO to determine the funding for professional services for this project.

Approval of Emergency Squad Members:


Eric Peter Fruend – Liz Wilensky – Amy Young

Committeeman Wovna made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the membership for emergency squad members listed.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Community Day Update

Committeeman Wovna informed that Community Day will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2002.  Volunteers are needed for this event.  There is a website for Community Day at greenwichcommunityday.com.  Approval is need tonight to authorize the Mayor to sign the fireworks contract.  The contract is for $7,500 with $5,000 deposit included for last year.

Committeeman Wovna made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli authorizing the Mayor to sign the fireworks contract with Garden State Fireworks for $7,500 with $5,000 deducted from last year’s deposit.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka


School Board Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that he was asked by the Superintendent of the School if the Township Committee would help in assisting them in the maintenance of the new fields.  He said to think about it maybe not for this year but maybe for the next budget year.

Environmental Commission Update / Historical Commission Update

Committeeman Blaszka it was previously requested for the Township Attorney to research the State requirements regarding both of these boards with expanding members.  Attorney Jost informed that according to our Township Ordinance the Environmental Commission has seven (7) members.  According to the State Statutue you can have not less than five (5) and no more than seven (7) members.  Regarding the Historical Commission there is nothing in the Statutues that prohibits adding additional members.

Committeeman Blaszka will discuss this with the Historical Commission and inform them that they can have additional members.  They previously had approached the Committee requesting to add two additional members to help them.

COAH Units

Committeeman Blaszka informed that it was brought to his attention that residents were concerned regarding the maintenance of the area around the electrical high tension wire.  It was determined that it is the responsibility of the association to maintain this area.  The association has deemed that area to be kept as a natural state.  The association will be reviewing this issue and making a determination as to whether or not they want to maintain it.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public for public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Gary Hill of 529 North Main Street – Informed the Committee that he has concerns regarding the detention pond next to McDonalds.  He would like to see that it is fenced in.  He stated that the water gets pretty high in the basin and he felt that is was very dangerous should children be playing in or near this basin.  Engineer Finelli stated that he could ask Toll Brothers if they would be willing to fence around the basin, but it is not a requirement of the developer.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to come back from recess and open the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel and Contract Negotiations, Land Acquisition

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public:  When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to close Executive Session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to hire Steven Rogut from the firm of Rogut McCarthy as Bond Counsel for Greenwich Township.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Wovna made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to hire Marvin Brauth from the firm of Wilentz,, Goldman & Spitzer as Land Acquisition Attorney for Greenwich Township.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak authorizing the Mayor to approve the lowest responsible quote for appraisals to be done on the Hamlen property.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pasquarelli to hire Jason Meekins at a salary of $54,810 effective August 15th for a position as Police Officer for Greenwich Township.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Wovna to approve Resolution 2002-51.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adjourn the meeting at 12:35 A.M.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Wovna, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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