August 16, 2001

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Joseph Gurneak, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Guy Fleming, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers, 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.
Approval of June 25, 2001, July 06, 2001 & July 19, 2001 Minutes

2.
Receive, and File Monthly Reports


Treasurer

Tax Collector


Planning Board
Municipal Court


Police Report

Building Department Report

3.
Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the above listed Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2001-41
Renewal of Liquor License / Bourbon Street Liquors

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2001-41.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-42
Place to Place Transfer / Liquor License

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-42.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2001-43
Annual Report of Audit

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-43.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Greenwich Center Phase II, Developer’s Agreement – Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he has reviewed the agreement and it is that same format as Phase I, however missing from the agreement is the Engineer’s figures, which he stated Engineer Finelli will have to provide.  Engineer Finelli informed that this agreement should also have provisions regarding the sanitary sewer maintenance for the shopping center.  Attorney Peles informed that he would contact their attorney and have them revise this agreement regarding the sanitary sewer maintenance, also he informed that there is an issue regarding an undefined easement. Attorney Peles will provide copies of the revised agreement to the Committee for review upon completion.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update – Engineer Finelli informed that he had a meeting with the owners of Raith’s Deli and he considered the meeting to be very productive and they are moving in the right direction with this project.  He indicated that the details of this meeting should be discussed in Executive Session.

Greenwich Chase C.O.Bond Releases – Resolution 2001-44

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-44

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phase VI


Pump Station / Force Main

Engineer Finelli informed that they finally got all the last minute and previously outstanding items worked out as of Tuesday. He prepared a letter-recommending acceptance of the pump station and force main. Mayor Zelley informed that at the last sewer subcommittee meeting this was discussed and he along with Committeeman Esposito are satisfied and authorize dedication.  A Resolution needs to be prepared and it was decided that after Executive Session a resolution would be drafted to be approved. 

Greenwich Chase, Phase II


Performance Bond Release / Acceptance of Improvements / Resolution 2001-47

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2001-47.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Chase, Phase V


Performance Bond Release / Acceptance of Improvements / Resolution 2001-46

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-46.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Rinehart Property: Municipal Complex Feasibility Plan


Boundary Survey Status Update

Engineer Finelli reported that the Survey Status Report is almost complete and will be discussed at the September meeting.

Greenwich Center


Township Use of Excess Topsoil

Engineer Finelli reminded the Committee to think of areas where it could go. He informed that they have approximately 50,000 yards of excess.

Township DPW Truck

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that one bid was received for the truck. Opdyke’s Sales and Service bid on the truck at a price of  $89,789.00.  He recommended awarding the contract to Opdyke’s Sales and Service contingent upon the financing of the 2002 budget including the lease purchase financing of this truck.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to award the contract to Opdyke’s Sale and Service for an amount of $89,789.00 contingent upon including the financing of the lease purchase in the 2002 budget.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

New Jersey Tree Planting Grant

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the Township received the outstanding funding of $2,700 for this grant.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Zelley

Planning Board Update – The Mayor informed that a landowner came in with a conceptual plan for permitted use along Route 57, for professional buildings.

Open Space Update – The Mayor informed that the Committee conducted a public hearing for the County Grant application for the D’Angelo property.  He informed that we are waiting to hear from the County regarding the awarding of this grant. He stated that things are moving along well regarding the Nelson Lee Property. He stated that the County would take the lead on this project.  The Mayor also informed that Cliff Oberly is expecting on closing soon on his property that will be under the Farmland Preservation program.

COAH Update – Mayor Zelley informed that almost all the units are sold. He has contacted Toll Brothers regarding the installation of the pvc fencing along Dumont Road.  He informed that if they refuse to install the fencing he will recommend that the Township have the fencing installed using the money that is in the COAH account.

Sewer Subcommittee update – Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that upon recommendation of the committee that we should advertise for bids to go out to various firms to provide the services for the collection of sewer system.  The residents who than be charged for their usage, not the lump sum that we presently charge.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked if this would affect what we pay to Phillipsburg.  Mayor Zelley responded no that we have measurements right now in place and we only pay for the sewer use based on flow. There is a base amount charged and than the usage charge.  Mayor Zelley recommended that the Committee adopt Resolution 2001-45 allowing use to go out to bid for this service.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to adopt Resolution 2001-45.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Weigh Station – Mayor Zelley informed that he spoke with representatives from the State and they promised him to provide an update in September as to the status of the project.  He will report this information at the September meeting. 

Committeeman Gurneak

Parking Lot / COAH housing – Committeeman Gurneak informed that he met with residents on Revere Road concerning the parking situation.  He stated that they are concerned that there are not enough parking spaces provided.  He stated that possible consideration could be used for the common ground that belongs to the homeowner’s association to use as a parking lot for the excess cars. Mayor Zelley informed that he has contacted Trenton to see if we can use any of the COAH money to assist use regarding the parking situation.

Crossing Guards – Committeeman Gurneak informed that he has attended meetings with Dr. Brennan along with the Police and it was decided to hire two crossing guards with one alternate.  Finelli informed that he is still researching the speed hump issue; he contacted Tenafly Township and was informed that the person he needed to speak to is on vacation. 

Merrill Creek – Committeeman Gurneak informed that he has not had any luck this month in contacting David Burd from Merrill Creek.  He will continue to try to speak with him and report back at the September meeting. 

Truck Traffic / Route 639 – Committeeman Gurneak informed that there has been a reduction in traffic since the signs have been installed.

Committeeman Esposito

Old School Update – Committeeman Esposito informed that he has been working hard to determine what is the best interest to do with the school.  He informed that he has spoken with a representative from the State Historical Preservation office and that they are going to try to have the school deemed “historical.”  If this could be done and having the school listed on the national register would open doors to getting additional grants.  He discussed with the Committee the stabilization of the school; Finelli informed that he has finished the bid specs for the underground storage tank.  Esposito recommended that the Committee officially adopt an Ad-Hoc Committee for the Old School.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to form an ad-hoc committee for the old school.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to appoint Ann Stone to the ad-hoc committee.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

School Board Update – Committeeman Esposito informed that the new school is going to open on time.  The sidewalk to the school will be done on time.  September 22nd is the grand ribbon cutting ceremony.  They are still working on the paving situation on Wyndham Farm Blvd. 

Committeeman Fleming

Community Day – Committeeman Fleming informed that Community Day is scheduled for September 22nd, with a rain date of Sunday, September 23rd.  The organizational meetings are scheduled for Tuesday evenings at 7PM at the municipal building.  He stated that this year there will be new activities for the day.

Fire Department / Fire Police New Member:  Robert Stone, Jr.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Robert Stone, Jr. as Fire Police.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked Committeeman Fleming to provide information about Community Day as soon as possible so that she can include this information in the newsletter.

Parks and Playground Improvements – Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed the Committee that the State no longer considers some of the playground equipment in the park to be grand fathered, so she contacted a playground equipment safety specialist to come out to the park and review all the equipment.  She informed that some of the pieces of equipment will have to be removed.  She informed that she will coordinate with the Road Department the removal of the equipment.  She also informed that she would like to purchase equipment for the park to replace equipment that has to be removed.  She recommended that the Committee consider an ordinance to purchase this equipment.

First Reading

Ordinance 2001-10 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIING CERTAIN EXPENSES FROM THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A CERTAIN PROJECT KNOWN AS:  MUNICIPAL PARKS & PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve for first reading Ordinance 2001-10

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Beatty’s Road Field Update - Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Engineer Finelli along with Recreation has reviewed the condition of the field and they have decided to upgrade the turf.  With this being the case, the field will not be used for soccer this year.  She will be working with the DPW on fertilizing and reseeding of the field.  Mayor Zelley informed that Consumers New Jersey Water Company will be installing a water line to this field to be used for irrigation and water fountain. 

New Recreational Fields – Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that this will be discussed in Executive Session, however she directed Engineer Finelli to review the maps regarding the Nelson Lee Property to determine if this area could be used for fields. 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli inquired of Attorney Peles the status of the appraisal that was authorized to Bill Savaki back in February.  Attorney Peles stated he did not know, however, he will write a letter to him inquiring as to the status of the appraisal report.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli announced that Recreation will have the Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 27th.
Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that soccer season has begun and that there are 400 children registered for the program.  The is 4 more teams than last year. She informed that they have a severe field shortage for this program.  She directed Finelli to look into Lot 2 on Lincoln Drive to possibly be used as a soccer field. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Chris Luke of 750 Jackson Road – Informed the Committee that the paving on Wyndham Farm Blvd will not be done before school opens.  He asked Committeewoman Pasquarelli if she could talk with recreation and not has them schedule any soccer games for September 22nd and also asked if information could be included in the newsletter regarding the grand opening of the school.

Michael Black of 401 Parker Road – Informed the Committee that he had concerns regarding the detention basin in his development.  He informed that it is causing flooding the roadway.  Engineer Finelli informed that he spoke with the developer regarding the drainage issue and was informed that he would take care of this immediately.  Engineer Finelli assured the residents that the issues regarding the drainage will subside after the development is built out and grading and grass is planted. He stated that he will go to the development and look at the detention basin.

Lori Carlton of the Rescue Squad – She stated that she wanted to go on record of informing the Committee of the dangerous situation at the intersection of Dumont Road and Route 519.  She stated that the squad is receiving numerous calls for accidents at this intersection.  Mayor Zelley informed that this intersection is on the front burner with the Township and the County to get a light at this intersection.

Jay Curtiss of 104 Kennedy Mill Road – He also stated that he has concerns regarding the detention basin in Greenwich Hills development.  He informed that the builder is not cutting the grass at the detention basin.  He stated that there are piles of dirt all over.  He requested that a speed sign also be installed.

Mitch Caplin of 403 Bradford Lane – Informed that he is concerned about the detention basin in the development.  He stated that this is a dangerous area, he asked if fencing and signs could be put up to warn the children to stay away from it.  Also informed the kids are riding ATV’s around in the development.  Committeeman Gurneak will speak with the Police Chief about this.

Kathy Cullen of 403 Parker Road – Thanked Finelli for all his help.  Stressed that the developer needs to get working on the basin situation as soon as possible. 

Scott Ryden of 401 Bradford Lane – Informed that he has concerns about the grading and erosion problems, inquired if this work doesn’t get done, could the remaining certificate of occupancy be held up until this work gets done.

Greg Kolick of 201 Curtis Court – Stated that the when you have grading issues with the developer it creates an undue burden on you, and it affects the quality of life.  He stated that Finelli is working with him and help him out with his grading issue.  Thanked the Committee for all their help.

As there was no further business, Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to take a five minutes recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to come back from recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Fleming, Esposito, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Litigation and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt the foregoing resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close executive session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the connection of NAPA strip mall into the sewer system.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve Resolution 2001-48 – Dedication of pump station and force main.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to accept the resignation of Bill Brodniak from the Economic Development Committee.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to accept the resignation of Scott Huber from the Environmental Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to accept the resignation of Mary Jo Brown from the Recreation Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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