September 15, 2005

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Deputy Mayor Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Arriving late at 7:50 P.M.:  Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani

Mayor Brian Visconti – Participated via telephone for a portion of the meeting.

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  August 18, 2005


         Executive Session:  August 18, 2005

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

3.   Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti (via phone)

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti (via phone)

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Ray Tanella of  205 Austin Circle – Stated that he would like the Committee to know that complements are in order to the Police Chief regarding his assistance with the smooth operation of the first day of school.  

Joe Gurneak of 110 Kennedy Mill Rd – Suggested that the Police department order cars the color green when they buy new police vehicles.  Also stated that the Police Department is doing an outstanding job.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti (via phone)

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Visconti

· Sewer Gas Issue in Municipal Building / Follow-up
Township Clerk Viscomi informed that the sewer gas was coming from a drain located in the utility room.  She informed that the drain was filled with water, which corrected the problem.  She provided to the Committee for review a report from Michael McGuinness, owner of RK Occupational & Environmental Analysis regarding the odor investigation and recommendations for various situations at the building.

· 911 Remembrance Ceremony

Mayor Visconti informed that in the future this ceremony is going to be called “Patriots Day,” according to the Legislature.  He thanked the Clerk and also thanked Elaine for participating in the invocation.  

· Reminder / Special meeting on 9/29/05 / Firehouse

Mayor Visconti stated that input is needed from the Architect Tom Kocubinski, Engineer Finelli, Estimator McQuilkin, Fire Chief Mecsey prior to the September 29th meeting.  He feels that we need to hear from all parties prior to the meeting.  Committeewoman Emiliani disagreed with him.  She stated that the Estimator was hired for an independent review, it is up to the Township Committee to make the final decision.  She stated that this is not part of the independent study.  Mayor Visconti stated that he wants them to have dialog of all the information prior to the meeting.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli also disagreed with Mayor Visconti stating that we agreed to an independent review.  She stated that we should not have the Estimator meet with the Architect in which he has reviewed his work to go over the results.  She stated that if this happens prior to the 29th she will not vote on capital projects, she stated that this is improper.   Committeeman Blaszka stated that it was requested that an estimation take place.  He read the report from the Estimator and it did not provide all of the information that was requested, example soft costs is the same figure for both professionals.  He stated that the Estimator’s report is etched in stone and it not going to change.  He is concerned that misinformation or incorrect information should be reviewed prior to the meeting.  His point is the issue regarding the soft costs, the purpose of the Estimator is because we lost confidence in someone and he gave a very close figure as the Architect.  The report has already been generated and he doesn’t feel that this would be improper.   Committeewoman Emiliani stated that a meeting should not take place outside of the Township Committee and the public regarding this issue.   It was decided that the Township Committee would forward any questions regarding the report to Engineer Finelli to forward to Estimator and Architect.

· Recreation Commission meeting cancelled for 9/12

Mayor Visconti informed that the Recreation Commission has rescheduled their meeting from Monday, September 19th. 

· Raffles Applications

Greenwich Township Emergency Squad

Greenwich Township P.T. O.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the raffles applications for the Emergency Squad and the PTO.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Visconti (via telephone)

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Blaszka

· NJDOT Update

Deputy Mayor Blaszka informed the Committee that he has provided information in their agenda packets to review relative to the Transportation Trust Fund.  The information provides that the state Transportation Trust Fund will run out of money for new projects next July, and State Officials while debating proposals for raising the gasoline tax have not come up with another solution for replenishing the fund.  The Federal government warned they may cut off about $1 billion in funding for highway and mass transit projects because the state may not be able to pay for its share of the work.  They also stated that they would not approve the state’s 2006-2008 capital plan for big ticket transportation projects because of the uncertainty over New Jersey’s funding. 

Committeewoman Emiliani arrived at the meeting at 7:50 PM

· School Board Update – High School

Deputy Mayor Blaszka informed that the School Board would be adopting a resolution supporting Phillipsburg regarding state funding for the new high school.  This resolution will be sent to State Representatives requesting their assistance in obtaining this funding.  He stated that he would present a resolution for the Township Committee to adopt at the September 29th meeting.
· Insurance

Appointment of Safety Coordinator & Alternate – Resolution 2005-50

Deputy Mayor Blaszka informed that PAIC requires a Safety Coordinator and Alternate for the Township.  He recommended Clerk Viscomi as the Safety Coordinator and John Howell as the Alternate.  There was discussion regarding the appointment of the Alternate.  Since this is a Personnel issue the Committee decided to further this discussion in Executive Session under Personnel.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to appoint Kim Viscomi as Safety Coordinator

Voting in favor:  
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta, Visconti (via phone)

Opposed:

None
MOTION CARRIED

· Historical Commission



Town Wide Yard Sale – Saturday – October 1st 

Deputy Mayor Blaszka informed that the Historical Commission would be conducting their annual Town Wide Yard Sale on Saturday, October 1st rain or shine.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

· Sewer Subcommittee Report

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the report was delayed this month.  She stated that the Township Committee should receive the report by first of next week to review.  There are no action items this month.  She informed that the Sewer Subcommittee is presently working on rules and regulations regarding sewer management issues hoping to be adopted by end of year.  The Board of Education  representatives will be attending the September sewer subcommittee meeting.

Mayor Visconti disconnected his call at 8:30 PM

Committeewoman Emiliani

· Municipal Court

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-16

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Court Administrator

Part-Time Violations Clerk

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-16

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-16

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt Ordinance 2005-16

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Emergency Squad


Blue Light Permit Approval / Paul Beam

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the Blue Light Permit for Paul Beam.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

· Community Day
Committeeman Marchetta informed that Community Day will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2005, with a parade starting at 12 noon.

· Pedophile Free Zone

Committeeman Marchetta stated that Warren County Social Services are placing people at the Phillipsburg Inn that are sexual predators.  He contacted the County regarding this and there is nothing that they can do.  He is concerned that this Inn is so close to the school.  He would like to pass an ordinance regarding pedophile free zones in the township.  Attorney Jost informed that he has been in contact with the League of Municipalities regarding this issue and it was discussed that Attorneys throughout the state have concerns regarding constitutional rights.  The League has not taken any position regarding this issue.  Committeeman Marchetta stated that we have a known problem in the Township, he stated that it doesn’t look like we have that many options.  The Township Committee directed Attorney Jost to contact the Attorney for Hamilton Township regarding their ordinance to use as an example.

ENGINEER FINELLI

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· Engineer Finelli reported that his office was able to complete the design plans for the project and submitted same to the NJDOT on June 1, 2005 to meet the deadline which was placed upon the Township by the NJDOT.  A copy of the cover letter to the NJDOT was previously forwarded to all Committee Members and Kim Viscomi for their records and information.  It is important to note that since the project will be jointly bid with Warren County in the Spring of 2006, we have not done any project specifications at this time.  This work will be coordinated with the County prior to the bidding of the project in 2006.

· It is important to note that the design of the reconfigured traffic signal to facilitate a four-way signal at Dumont Road/Route 519/Rath’s driveway has now been completed by Lublanecki Engineering Inc. and his office.  The plans for the traffic signal have been previously forwarded to the County for their review and preliminary review comments have recently been received by his office.  We will continue to work with both Walt Lublanecki, P.E. (the Township’s Traffic Engineer who also designed the existing traffic signal for the County) and the County Engineer’s Office to secure local approval of this signal prior to it being forwarded to the NJDOT for their approval.

· Please note that the current design plan which was submitted to the NJDOT includes both a left turn at Stryker’s Road onto CR 519 North and a relocated exit driveway to a reconfigured traffic signal directly across from Dumont Road.  This design was the culmination of numerous meetings and reviews by the Warren County Engineering Department.

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Wyndham Farm

· Lawsuit filed by M. Rieder Companies against the Township. Attorney Carney has recently updated the Committee in Executive Session regarding the status of this litigation and terms of the proposed settlement agreement.

3. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH, PHASE I

· The construction phase of the project is very near 100% completion.  The only outstanding item which remains is the installation of 14 shade trees along Greenwich Street adjacent to the Bike path.  These trees are slated to be planted in the near future.  We have now proceeded towards closing out the project via correspondence to the NJDOT, dated September 7, 2005, which should secure the balance of grant monies ($42,520) due the Township for this project.

4. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT

· In accordance with his NJDEP permit for the stream crossing of the Merrill Creek with the pedestrian bridge, the contractor is required to complete the bridge foundation/abutment work by mid-September.  The contractor has been working and is slated to complete this work on schedule per the stream encroachment permit requirements.  All utility poles have now been relocated and we anticipate the final stages of this project to conclude soon as the project nears completion.

5. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  His office, on behalf of the Township, forwarded the completed Request for Authorization (RFA) form and Grant Application to the NJDEP on March 2, 2004.  We have received his approved stormwater general permit from the NJDEP.  His permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  His Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) is April 1, 2004.  The Township is now “on the clock” relative to compliance with the new regulations.
· His office has recently received a Fiscal Year 2005 grant application from the NJDEP associated with another round of funding associated with the Stormwater Management Plan development and implementation process. The State has allocated $6 million for this grant program.  We previously forwarded this grant application on behalf of the Township to the NJDEP.

· Please be advised that his office has completed the Township’s Stormwater Management Plan and presented the plan to the Planning Board at a Special Meeting on June 29, 2005.  The plan was unanimously adopted by the Planning Board and a Resolution of Endorsement was adopted at the July 13, 2005 meeting.  He has previously forwarded copies of the plan to all Township Committee Members for their information.

6. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· His office has completed considerable work on the Site Plan development phase of the project.  When we are authorized by the Township Committee to resume work on the project, we will continue to coordinate with Tom Kocubinski’s office regarding the development of the construction drawings and overall project bid package.  We are well over 80% complete with the design work associated with the Site Plan development phase of this project.  At this juncture, his office has ceased work on the project until the budgetary issues associated with the entire project have been resolved.  Based upon the action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the fire house will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

· The Township Committee has retained McQuilkin Associates to perform an independent cost estimate as per McQuilkin’s July 29, 2005 proposal to Ms. Elaine Emiliani and Township Committee Members.  All Township Committee Members have now received a copy of McQuilkin’s estimate, dated August 22, 2005.  He attended a meeting with Elaine Emiliani and Bill McQuilkin on August 30, 2005 to review the estimate in more detail and also to begin discussions relative to some potential cost saving measure that the Township may wish to consider.  It is his understanding that McQuilkin Associates will be developing a spreadsheet indicating the various cost saving measures with a corresponding dollar value reduction.  The estimate and the follow-up spreadsheet will be discussed in more detail at the Special Meeting on September 29, 2005.

7. GREENWICH STREET SIDEWALK EXT.:  DAY CARE CENTER PROPERTY
· At the July 21, 2005 Township Committee Meeting, the Township Committee authorized Planning Board Attorney Edleston to correspond with the owner of Block 23.14, Lot 1 (the “Day Care Center” property) regarding the need for the construction of the final segment of sidewalk which will become the extension of Phases I and II of the Bike Path project.  Attorney Edleston’s letter was sent to Ms. Eileen Logan on August 4, 2005.  As reported at last month’s Township Committee Meeting, Engineer FinelliI received a phone call response to Mr. Edleston’s letter from Skip Kelleher (Toll Brothers rep.) who indicated their willingness to comply with the Township’s request.  Engineer Finelli responded to Mr. Kelleher’s voicemail message and indicated the Township’s desire and appreciation for their position as stated.  To date, we still have not received an official written response from Mr. Kelleher, although it is my understanding that Mr. Edleston will be reaching out for Mr. Kelleher again for an update.  Either Mr. Edleston or Engineer Finelli will keep the Township Committee apprised immediately upon receipt of a reply correspondence from either Ms. Logan or Mr. Kelleher to Mr. Edleston’s August 4, 2005 letter.

8. WEIGH STATION CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ON NEW VILLAGE ROAD
· The Township Committee previously authorized his office to send a letter to the NJDOT making them aware of the Township’s concerns relative to the degradation to New Village Road and to alert them to this matter in order to properly document the situation in question as well as to request confirmation from the NJDOT regarding their intent to restore the roadway to its original condition.

9. TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL COMPLEX (HAMLEN PROPERTY)
· The Township Committee authorized his office to proceed with the design work associated with the new Township Recreational Complex at the August 18, 2005 Committee Meeting and as per his August 16, 2005 Memo to the Committee.  Should any Members of the Township Committee have any questions regarding the scope of work in question, he recommended that you refer to his Memo, dated August 16, 2005, which details and outlines the various engineering design services, including the preparation of contract bid documents in conjunction with this project.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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