September 18, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Jeff Mallory, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  August 14, 2003 --- TABLE

                  Executive Session:  August 14, 2003--- TABLE

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve the Consent Agenda with tabling the minutes for August.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the Public Comment Period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Jim O”Neil of 214 Austin Circle – Informed the Committee that he has concerns regarding the driveway situation in his development.  He stated that there are problems  with the parking of vehicles and also a problem with the grading of property behind the back of his house. He suggested that a drain be installed, he stated that when it rains he gets a swamp in his back yard.  Engineer Finelli informed that Toll Bros. has committed to come back and fix the drainage issue.  

Brian Visconti – 802 Fanning Mill Rd – Provided a report to the Committee regarding the Recreation Ad-hoc committee meeting.  He informed that the first meeting was held 9/9/03.  He provided to the Committee a copy of the minutes of this first meeting.

Ken Rath of Route 519– Inquired as to the status of the light on Route 519/Dumont Road.  Engineer Finelli informed that the original plan was to have it installed by September, however, the County has informed that the date has been pushed back to October.

As there was no further public comment, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

Historical – Senior Citizens Meeting – September 19th, at 1:00 P.M. at the Mecsey Bishop Post.

Historical – Town-wide Yard Sale – Saturday, October 4th.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve the yard sale and the selling of permits on Thursday and Friday night at the municipal building prior to the sale.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Warren County Strategic Growth Plan

Mayor Blaszka informed that Warren County Planning Director David Dech will be attending the October Township meeting to discuss with the Committee the Strategic Growth Plan.

Recreation Fields


Ad-Hoc Committee – Additional Appointments

Robert Hurte,  Brian Taggert, Dawn Kondas, Debbie Winters

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to appoint the above listed as additional members to the Ad-Hoc Committee.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Authorize Engineer Finelli to work with Ad-Hoc Committee

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Engineer Finelli to work with the Ad-Hoc Committee.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka spoke with the Committee regarding the Capital Projects Committee.  He stated that there are many issues involved that require the input of the Township Architect Tom Kocubinski.  He recommended that the Committee authorize Tom Kocubinski to work with this committee at a fee not to exceed $6,000.

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Architect Tom Kocubinski to work with the Capital Projects Committee at a fee not to exceed $6,000.

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Emiliani

Fire Company 

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Fire Company is moving ahead with a 1-5 year plan on fundraising projects.  She informed that she is also working with the Emergency Squad on planning fundraising projects.

Municipal Court

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Court is working on the backlog warrants and to date 53% of the backlog has been processed.

SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2003-11

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2003-11 

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public hearing.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt Ordinance 2003-11

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Emergency Squad


Application for Membership – Darcie Swingle

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to appoint Darcie Swingle to the Greenwich Township Emergency Squad.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Fundraising Committee 

Committeewoman Emiliani presented to the Committee a list of members to assist with fundraising projects for the Township.  She stated that the purpose of this committee will be to coordinate with commercial businesses to initiate a program of corporate dollars to be raised to assist with the capital improvement projects in the Township.  The Committee reviewed the list of members and it was decided to table this discussion until the October meeting.

Board of Health

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she is working on the future appointment of additional health care professionals to be on the local board of health.

Committeeman Mallory

Recreation Commission

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to accept with regrets the resignation of Rich Linquist from the Recreation Commission.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to appoint Corain O’Brien as Alternate #2 to the Recreation Commission.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

Community Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 20.  The parade will start at 12 Noon and the activities will follow at the municipal park until 6:00 PM.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Second Reading/Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2003-12

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND A PORTION OF CHAPTER XVI OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH ENTITLED “ZONING” BY PROVIDING FOR INCREASED DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINE RESTRICTIONS IN THE B-I ZONE DISTRICT

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-12

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public hearing

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to adopt Ordinance 2003-12

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Planning Board

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Planning Board has interviewed several firms regarding COAH Planner for the Township.  She informed that Banisch Associates, Inc. is the recommendation of the Board.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to authorize Mayor Blaszka to sign the contract with Banisch Associates, Inc.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· Engineer Finelli informed that this item has been discussed numerous times at length over the past several years.  Most recently, his office has submitted an application to the NJDOT for additional funding in conjunction with the most recent realignment plan which extends Stryker’s Road through the Superior Quartz property to a new intersection location along Route 519.  He informed at some point, the Township Committee will need to communicate with the affected property owners (Louis Hajdu and Dennis Losco of Superior Quartz) in an effort to quantify the potential costs to the Township to secure the necessary ROW associated with the “new” realignment.

· Engineer Finelli informed that the Township Committee previously authorized his office to prepare a letter to the NJDOT requesting special consideration and additional funding for this project.  The letter was signed by Mayor Blaszka and forwarded to NJDOT Commissioner Jack Lettiere on August 18, 2003.  Mayor Blaszka has scheduled a meeting with Commissioner Lettiere for Monday, September 22, 2003 as a follow-up to our letter requesting additional funds.  

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

· Engineer Finelli informed that this is the remaining phase within Greenwich Chase yet to be dedicated.  Toll Brothers has not contacted our office recently regarding any outstanding issues which may exist relative to the Township’s acceptance of this phase of the development.  He informed that he would presume that Toll Brothers will be pursuing this in the near future and potential dedication of this final section could occur within the next few months.

· Wyndham Farm

Engineer Finelli informed that he has condensed the outstanding issues relative to dedication.  He stated he would like to send correspondence to M. Rieder regarding this issues including the rock wall issue.

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli authorizing Engineer Finelli to send correspondence to M. Rieder regarding the outstanding issues relative to this development.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5):  Engineer Finelli informed that the majority of the previous outstanding punchlist items have been addressed by M. Rieder.  At this point, there are a few remaining issues, most importantly, the resolution of the sanitary sewer I&I problem.  Until this is resolved, these sections will not be in a position for dedication.  Joe Pryor, P.E., the Township’s Sewer Consultant, has forwarded a letter outlining his recommendations to M. Rieder’s Sewer Consultant and, at this juncture, we are awaiting M. Rieder’s response to Mr. Pryor’s letter.  
· South Side (Sections 2A & 3):  Engineer Finelli informed that the majority of the previous outstanding punchlist items have been addressed by M. Rieder.  At this point, there are a few remaining issues, most importantly, the Resolution of the sanitary sewer I&I problem.  Until this is resolved, these sections will not be in a position for dedication.  Joe Pryor, P.E., the Township’s Sewer Consultant, has forwarded a letter outlining his recommendations to M. Rieder’s Sewer Consultant and, at this juncture, we are awaiting M. Rieder’s response to Mr. Pryor’s letter.  Additionally, these two (2) sections of the development will not be dedicated until the “rock wall” issue is ultimately resolved.  
· South Side (Section 1):  Engineer Finelli informed that this section of the development is 99% complete and is not subject to the sanitary sewer issue.  Although dedication of this section of the development could potentially move forward, M. Rieder Companies has not pursued the dedication of this section separately, as they are looking to dedicate the entire project at the same time.
3. GREENFIELDS @ GREENWICH, SECTION III

· Engineer Finelli informed that Attorney Jost will need to advise the Township on the status of the Township’s pursuit towards defaulting on the developer’s performance bond for this development.
4. LIVABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT 

· Engineer Finelli informed that his office has prepared and submitted a 2004 Livable Communities Grant Application to the NJDEP on August 29, 2003.  The amount of grant monies requested was $100,000.00 which was the maximum amount allowable under this program.  His office previously forwarded copies of the grant application to all Committee Members for their information and records.

5. GREENWICH STREET/WYNDHAM FARM BOULEVARD PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

· Engineer Finelli informed that he previously forwarded for the Committee to review the status update which was sent to Dr. Kevin Brennan.

6. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH

· Engineer Finelli informed that this issues was discussed at the July 17, 2003 Committee Meeting informing that an easement agreement must be secured with one (1) property owner, Mr. & Mrs. Ball.  He informed that Attorney Jost has recently forwarded the easement agreement to Mr. & Mrs. Ball.

7. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT (2003 NJDOT GRANT)

· Engineer Finelli informed that he previously forwarded for the Committee to review the status update which was sent to Dr. Kevin Brennan.

8. PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP)

· Engineer Finelli informed that his office previously completed the Phase II Sanitary Sewer Flow Build-out Analysis as required by the NJDEP.  This report was forwarded to the NJDEP on July 16, 2003.  All members of the Township Committee were previously provided a copy of this report.  A brief summary of the status of this project was provided by me at the July 17, 2003 Committee Meeting.  At this juncture, we are still waiting for the NJDEP to issue a summary report which will combine the information supplied by each of the five (5) respective municipalities.

9. PENDING NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· Engineer Finelli informed that previously this year, he  provided a cursory synopsis of the pending regulations and distributed an informational handout to the Township Committee.  At this time, he is unaware of any definitive timeframe for the adoption of the regulations.  He was recently informed that the proposed legislation is being challenged and the adoption of these regulations may be delayed.  He  will continue to keep the Committee apprised as these regulations get closer to becoming legislation.
10. WASHINGTON STREET WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTION

· Engineer Finelli informed that Mayor Blaszka requested that this item be placed on his agenda relative to the number of the residents that live along Washington Street have voiced their concerns regarding truck traffic on Washington Street.  He informed if the Committee wishes to pursue the implementation of  weight limit restriction for this road, the Committee would need to authorize his office to research this matter and request formal approval from the NJDOT relative to any proposed weight limit restriction.  
11. TOWNSHIP SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM MAPPING

· Engineer Finelli informed that his office has completed the revisions to the Township’s Sanitary Sewer Maps as per the original review comments from Joe Pryor, P.E.  He  previously provided Mr. Pryor with copies of the revised plans.  At this juncture, he believes the maps to be complete and in a position for distribution and adoption as the official Township Sanitary Sewer System Maps.  He will await Mr. Pryor’s comments from his review of the current set of revised maps.
12. CAPITAL FACILITIES

· Engineer Finelli informed that at the August 14, 2003 Township Committee Meeting, he was appointed by the Township Committee to organize the Township Capital Facilities Planning “Team.”  At this point, the members are myself, Tom Kocubinski, Mayor Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Emiliani, Fire Chief Joe Mecsey and an unnamed member of the Greenwich Township Emergency Squad.  

13. GREENWICH CHASE, SECTIONS II & V

· Engineer Finelli informed that at the July 17, 2003 Township Committee Meeting, the Township Committee authorized his office to perform a site inspection of the two (2) sections in question in an effort towards developing a maintenance bond punchlist.  His office had previously developed and forwarded our maintenance bond punchlist to Toll Brothers and all other interested parties via a cover letter dated August 11, 2003.  Copies of same were provided to all Township Committee Members.

14. REGISTRATION OF TOWNSHIP SANITARY SEWER FORCE MAIN

· Engineer Finelli had originally informed the Township of this matter at the August 14th Township Meeting, as a result of an inquiry from the Warren County Engineer’s Office.  He informed that this matter can be summarized as follows:

· The Township’s Force Main which runs from the pump station located at the end of Tyler Circle (Greenwich Chase) and adjacent to County Route 519 to the Phillipsburg Sewage Treatment Plant is not registered under the State’s “one call” underground utility registration program.  Although we have never experienced a problem, He  strongly encouraged that we proceed towards registering this Force Main with the State.  Any potential damage to our Force Main caused by an outside contractor who was unaware of the location and/or existence of this main could be extremely troublesome to the Township and all sanitary sewer users within the Township.  His office has recently spoken with Jon Hartzell, Consumers New Jersey Water Company, the Township’s Sewer Operator, regarding this matter.  

· At the August 14, 2003 meeting, the Township Committee authorized his office to proceed with the necessary work required to register the force main with the State Underground Utility Mark-out Service.  He informed that he has recently received the registration “packet” and are proceeding to complete same.  He will continue to keep the Committee apprised of the status of this matter.

15. GREENWICH CHASE, SECTIONS IV, VI & VIII

· Engineer Finelli informed that the Maintenance Bonds for these three (3) sections of Greenwich Chase are slated to expire on December 20, 2003 (Section VIII) and December 28, 2003 (Section IV & VI), respectively.  If the Township Committee deems it appropriate, authorization should be given for his office to perform a site inspection of the three (3) sections in question and develop a maintenance bond punchlist to be forwarded to Toll Brothers in advance of the expiration date of the maintenance bonds.

RECESS

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to come back from recess and reopen the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to hire Richard John Hummer as Patrolman Class 6

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to hire Gerald Anthony Skelton as a Part-time Patrolman at a salary rate of $10 per hour until completion of his course completion at the academy.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Engineer Finelli to solicit quotes from contractors to get the actual price of cost of improvements relative to Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka authorizing Mayor Blaszka to sign the letter dated 9/18/03 relative to the Rayna property.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 P.M.

________________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

PAGE  
13

