September 21, 2006

8:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ

The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present: Mayor Bill Kanyuck, Committeeman Blaszka, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Township Attorney Brent Carney, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi. Deputy Mayor Brian Visconti participated via telephone
The Flag Salute was repeated

· Sunshine Law

"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· Consent Agenda


"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1.
Approval of Township Minutes:  
July 06, 2006

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to approve the township minutes of July 6, 2006.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2.
 Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer



Police




Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the monthly reports.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

3.
Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the payment of the monthly bills.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to open the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Chief Financial Officer

2006-51 Chapter 159 – Cops In Shops - $2,000

2006-52 Chapter 159 – Domestic Violence Training Grant - $1,916

2006-53 Chapter 159 – K-9 Fund Donations - $3,375

2006-54 Chapter 159 – You Drink You Drive You Lose 2006 - $3,000

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the above listed resolutions.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Kanyuck

· Resolution 2006-55

Expressing Opposition to the Institution of a Statewide Equalized School Tax for the Funding of Public Education in the State of New Jersey

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to approve resolution 2006-55

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Fire Company Tanker

Mayor Kanyuck informed that he met with Committeeman Gurneak, Fire Chief Mecsey, and resident Joe Schiller to discuss all the option regarding the tanker.  He stated that he would like to authorize Engineer Finelli to prepare the bid specifications for the tanker and go out to bid.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize Engineer Finelli to prepare the bid spec and go out to bid for the fire tanker.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· Richline Hill Road / Railroad Crossing
Mayor Kanyuck informed because the tragedy that recently happened in the town, and he was informed that  four years ago this topic was discussed.  He stated that the railroad needs to come up to speed.  This area has grown tremendously with population and this needs to be addressed now.  He directed Finelli to contact representatives from the railroad and NJDOT to set up a meeting to discuss this situation.

· Patriots Day / September 11th
Resolution 2006-58

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to approve resolution 2006-58

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka

· Resolution 2006-56 – Paying bills for services performed by our professionals – no action taken
· Old School – Tank Removal 

The township committee reviewed the quotes received for removal of the oil tank. No action was taken.

· Old School – Septic Investigation 
Engineer Finelli is working on the septic investigation.

·  Old School – Planner 

Township Planner David Banish is to provide what we need to do to establish the old school as a redevelopment zone.

Committeeman Blaszka reviewed with the Township Committee the reuse of old school matrix.

· Barbara Hamlen Property

Resolution 2006-57 – Boundary Survey

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve resolution 2006-57.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Visconti, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Visconti disconnect from the telephone

Second Reading/Public Hearing

Ordinance 2006-18

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the public hearing on ordinance 2006-18

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public hearing on ordinance 2006-18

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2006-18

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Planning Board Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that there are applications before the board for the following:  Polaris Medical Office Building on Route 519 – Adult Community Conceptual plan.  They will be coming back before the board for a 1-hour presentation.

Committeeman Visconti

· Community Day 
Will be held on Saturday, September 23rd.  The parade line up starts at 11:30 am with the parade beginning at 12 noon.  Former Planning Board member Bob Volk will be honored this year for his 40 years of service on the planning board.
Township Engineer – Report

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· As per a request from the NJDOT, I attended a meeting on April 10, 2006 between three (3) representatives from the NJDOT Local Aid Office and Dave Hicks, P.E., County Engineer.  The purpose of this meeting was to review the timeline and logistical issues associated with the joint bidding of the project between Warren County and Greenwich Township.  The County has been held up by their consultant regarding the completion and permitting requirements associated with the new culvert design for the section of Stryker’s Road crossing the Lopatcong Creek.  For this project to be jointly bid, the County must secure the necessary NJDEP permits prior to the project going out to bid.  Unfortunately, the County is behind schedule and is not in a position to bid the project at this time.  At the April 10, 2006 meeting, Dave Hicks expressed to the NJDOT the importance of the Township and the County jointly bidding this project.  He also explained the difficulties and delays the County has suffered relative to the culvert permitting.  The NJDOT has agreed to extend the Township’s timeline so as to enable both projects to be bid jointly.  As of the date of this report, it does not seem likely that the project will be bid soon.  I will be communicating with Dave Hicks regarding the County’s most current timeline for this project based upon their readiness to move forward with the project.  I will continue to keep the Committee apprised as timelines become more established.

· It is important to note that the design of the reconfigured traffic signal to facilitate a four-way signal at Dumont Road/Route 519/Rath’s driveway has been completed by Lublanecki Engineering Inc. and our office and has been previously forwarded to the NJDOT for approval.  The plans for the traffic signal have been previously approved by the County.  We have recently been advised by the County that the traffic signal design has been officially approved by the NJDOT.

· Please note that the current design plan, which was submitted, to the NJDOT includes both a left turn at Stryker’s Road onto CR 519 North and a relocated “exit-only” driveway from Rath’s Deli to a reconfigured four-way traffic signal directly across from Dumont Road.  This design was the culmination of numerous meetings and reviews by the Warren County Engineering Department.

2. WYNDHAM FARM

· The previous litigation has now been settled and the project and associated improvements are presently covered under the maintenance bond as per the settlement agreement between the Township and MRC.  Our office is still involved with this project from an overall administrative standpoint with regards to such items as sinkhole remediation and the maintenance bond release administration and follow-up.  Sinkholes continue to arise within the development and we continue to coordinate with MRC regarding the remediation of same.

· To remind the Township Committee, per our settlement agreement with M. Rieder, the maintenance bond for the majority of the site improvements (excluding sinkholes) was due to expire on March 15, 2006.  However, since our maintenance bond default punch lists have been received by M. Rieder’s bonding company in advance of the expiration date, it is my understanding that the maintenance bonds will remain in full force and effect until final acceptance and release of same is authorized by our office.

· The fieldwork was completed by our office and the formal notice to the bonding company regarding the various deficient items discovered during our inspection was sent (via certified mail) on March 3, 2006.  All Township Committee Members, Kim Viscomi, Brent Carney and Michael DiMarco were copied on the correspondence to M. Rieder.  On May 1, 2006, we conducted a site meeting with Jack Mandelbaum of MRC to review the items and procedures for remediation/repair/replacement of the various improvements as outlined within our maintenance bond default letter.  We will continue to coordinate this matter with MRC until all required work is completed within the project.  To date, we still have not received any confirmation of additional work being performed in response to our maintenance bond default notice.

· As per the action of the Township Committee at the July 20, 2006 meeting, our office coordinated with Brent Carney regarding MRC’s non-responsiveness to our original maintenance bond default notice, dated March 3, 2006.  Brent Carney has previously forwarded a letter to MRC’s attorney, Kenneth Pape, Esq., dated August 8, 2006, inquiring regarding the status of MRC’s intentions towards completion of the required work.  MRC’s attorney, Ken Pape, has finally communicated with Brent Carney and Brent and I are scheduled to meet with MRC on September 20, 2006 to review the punch list and formulate a schedule towards completion of all of the outstanding work.  We hope to be in a position to report the results of our meeting with MRC to the full Township Committee at the September 21, 2006.

· On another matter related to the Wyndham Farm development, our office has been preparing deeds of dedication for the various items (i.e. ROWs, easements, open space lots, etc.).  This has become a very laborious task due to the magnitude of deed descriptions, which were required to be prepared.  As of the date of this report, we are approximately 75% complete.

3. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been long-since adopted and were effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Storm water Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  We have received our approved storm water general permit from the NJDEP.  Our permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  Our Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) was April 1, 2004.
· It is important to bear in mind that the Township will need to continue to move forward relative to full compliance with their SWM permit, including the preparation of a build-out analysis and SPPP.  Via transmittal from our office, dated August 7, 2006, these documents were forwarded to the NJDEP.

· The Township Committee should be reminded of the fact that the Township, by virtue of its designation as a Tier A Municipality, will be required to do certain upgrades to the Township’s “salt/de-icing material shed.”  The deadline for completion of this task is April 1, 2007.  Monies will need to be budgeted for this work within the 2007 Municipal Budget.  Joe Nalio has been coordinating this matter with John Howell.  This matter was discussed briefly at the July 20, 2006 meeting and a decision was rendered to address this matter later this year.  I will continue to keep this item in my monthly report for the Committee’s information.

4. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· Our office has completed considerable work on the Site Plan development phase of the project.  At this juncture, our office has ceased work on the project until the budgetary issues associated with the entire project have been resolved.  Based upon the prior action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the firehouse will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

5. TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL COMPLEX (HAMLEN PROPERTY)
· The Township Committee authorized our office to proceed with the design work associated with the new Township Recreational Complex at the August, 2005 Committee Meeting and as per our August 16, 2005 Memo to the Committee.  Should any Members of the Township Committee have any questions regarding the scope of work in question, I would recommend that you refer to our Memo, dated August 16, 2005, which details and outlines the various engineering design services, including the preparation of contract bid documents in conjunction with this project.

· Our office was working on the design of the subject improvements and had achieved a point of design completion of approximately 50%.  Committeeman Visconti had contacted our office in late February and advised us to Stop Work on the project pending the ultimate approval for the future funding of these recreational and field improvements.  Since Committeeman Visconti has contacted us, we have ceased work on the project.  Once the Township is again in a position to proceed, we will look for your authorization and proceed with the completion of the design phase of the project at that time.

6. TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL COMPLEX (GREEN ACRES LOAN)
· Our office forwarded an official request letter, dated April 13, 2006, to Green Acres requesting a second round of funding.  The request, as per the recommendation of Green Acres, was made for $1.6M, which is the approximate existing shortfall between the project cost estimate and the initial, round of funding ($400,000) previously secured through Green Acres.

· As relayed to the Committee at the July 20, 2006 meeting, I spoke with Cecil Murphy regarding the action taken by Green Acres on the Township’s most recent funding request.  The Township was successful in being awarded an additional $400,000 through Green Acres.

7. PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP)

· Our office has been requested to partake in a collective and joint venture with the other adjacent sending municipalities (Pohatcong, Lopatcong and Alpha) to develop new and current municipal WMPs.  This task is being required as a result of the current litigation between Alpha 519, LLC and the Borough of Alpha.  Attorney Carney has previously advised you regarding this lawsuit and Greenwich’s involvement with same.

· Our office has previously completed our portion of this project and forwarded all of the required mapping to Kupper Associates.  The Township has previously given their approval for the submission of the WMP as required per the Court Order.  Kupper Associates has met the June 7, 2006 deadline for the submission of the plan to both the NJDEP and the Town of Phillipsburg.  At this juncture, we are waiting for a response from the NJDEP and possibly the Town of Phillipsburg regarding their review of our WMP.

8. TOWNSHIP SANITARY SEWER OPERATION & MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

· The project contract has been fully executed and forwarded to Aqua New Jersey, Inc.  A “kick-off” meeting with Aqua New Jersey, Inc. and Joe Pryor was held on July 21, 2006 at the Municipal Building.  Both Joe and myself reviewed numerous aspects of the contract with John Hildebrandt, representing Aqua New Jersey, Inc.  The meeting was the commencement of the “new” Operation and Maintenance contract for the Township’s sanitary sewer system.
9. 2004 WARREN COUNTY CONSERVANCY TRUST FUND GRANT
· As you may be aware, Committeewoman Emiliani is a member of the 2006 Warren County Conservancy Committee.  Ms. Emiliani previously advised me of an inconsistency relative to the Township’s prior 2004 application to the County Trust Fund Committee, which was brought to her attention by another current member of the County Trust Fund Committee.  This application was originally prepared by Morris Land Conservancy (MLC).  You may recall that this application was to secure additional funding associated with the Township’s acquisition of the Hamlen property.  The inconsistency in question relates to the 20 Ac. exception area where the future firehouse and other potential municipal facilities are slated to be located.  This 20 Acres is now “cast in stone” as it has been excluded as part of our prior Green Acres application and approval.  The total area of the tract is 114 Acres±.  The 2004 County Conservancy Grant excluded a 15-Acre portion of the overall parcel for a total acquisition area of 99 Acres.  Therefore, the correct area on the application should have been 94 Acres, not 99 Acres.

· I have spoken with Bob Resker, Director of the Warren County Land Preservation Office, who has suggested that a simple explanatory letter be supplied by the Township.  The Township Committee previously authorized our office to prepare a correspondence to forward to Mr. Resker’s attention for action by the County Conservancy Committee (CCC).  Our office, on behalf of the Township, prepared a letter, dated March 31, 2006, which was sent out under Mayor Kanyuck’s signature to Mr. Resker.  I believe all Township Committee Members should have received a copy of this letter.  No response of any type has been received to date from Mr. Resker or the CCC.  I recently forwarded another copy of the letter to Mr. Resker for potential action and discussion by the CCC at their next meeting.

· At the August 17, 2006 Township Committee Meeting, there was some limited discussion regarding this matter with the Committee.  As per Elaine Emiliani, the CCC has requested that a representative of the Township Committee attend one of their meetings in order to explain this previous application inconsistency.  I would request that Committeewoman Emiliani update the Township Committee on the status of this matter in order to finally conclude this issue.

10. 2007 NJDOT MUNICIPAL TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATIONS
· The Township applications were submitted to the NJDOT Local Aid Office well in advance of the June 30, 2006 deadline.  The applications submitted by the Township can be summarized as follows:

· Beatty’s Road:  $207,340.00.

· North Main Street Sidewalk:  $40,050.00

· Willow Grove Road Sidewalk:  $45,950.00

· Please be advised that award notices are not usually made until October or November at the earliest.

11. TOWNSHIP CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY (C.O.) RELEASE PROCEDURE
· At the April 20, 2006 meeting, the subject of the establishment of a formal procedure for C.O. releases was discussed and reviewed by the Township Committee.  The issue was raised in an effort to streamline the process and protect the Township to ensure that all approvals are secured and all required fees/payments (i.e. COAH, sewer connection, escrow, etc.) are made by anyone requesting a C.O. for either a residential or non-residential facility.  At the April 20, 2006 meeting, the Committee authorized our office to proceed with the development of a C.O. Release Checklist.

· Our office has completed the development of a “draft” checklist.  We previously forwarded an electronic copy of the draft checklist to each Township Committee Member for their review in advance of the August, 2006 Township Committee Meeting.  Subsequent to some brief discussion, it was agreed that Kim Viscomi would forward the checklist to other involved Township Officials for their review and comment.  To date, I have not received any comments or suggestions regarding the draft C.O. checklist.

12. GREENWICH HILLS NORTH
(Possible Township Committee Action Required)

· As authorized by the Township Committee at the June 15, 2006 meeting, our office has completed a maintenance bond default notice and release punch list.  This document was sent to Greg Weinstein and his bonding company via correspondence from our office dated July 7, 2006.  All Township Committee Members were copied on this correspondence.  No response has been received to date.  The Township Committee may wish to authorize Attorney Carney to follow-up with Weinstein Builders on this matter similar to the situation with MRC and Wyndham Farm. 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani authorizing Attorney Carney to draft a letter to Weinstein Builders regarding the default notice and release punch list.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

13. FUTURE SINKHOLE REMEDIATION AND REPAIR
· I am alerting the Township Committee of a potential issue, which may need to be addressed at some point in the future.  As everyone is well aware, numerous areas within the Township are subject to sinkhole occurrence.  When sinkholes develop within a Township Road/Street ROW or municipally owned property, the Township is responsible for all labor and materials required to properly remediate the sinkhole and repair the surface to achieve its original condition.

· As we draw closer to the ultimate conclusion of our responsibilities towards the Wyndham Farms project, it is likely that the Township will be faced with more and more sinkhole remediation and repair work.  The Township DPW is both qualified and experienced in “typical” sinkhole remediation.  However, with larger sinkholes and pavement repair, the Township DPW is sometimes not able to do the work whether it be a function of time available or extent of repair.  Based upon all these factors, the Township Committee may wish to consider hiring a “special” sinkhole remediation contractor.  This would be similar to the recently awarded Sanitary Sewer emergency repair contract.  I will look for direction from the Township Committee in this matter, should you potentially wish to proceed with some type of action or “special” contract.

14. THE BARBARA HAMLEN ESTATE (CYNTHIA MARIE BOWMAN) SADC BOUNDARY SURVEY

· At the Township Committee’s September 7, 2006 workshop meeting, our office was authorized to commence work on a boundary survey for the above-referenced property (Block 20, Lot 18).  It is our understanding that there will be two (2) separate exception parcels depicted within this survey.  We will coordinate this matter through Attorney Carney, the Morris Land Conservancy and the Township as we continue to move forward.  We will continue to update the Committee on the status of our survey and map preparation as we proceed.

Public Comment Period

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

1. Jim Adams of 210 Aldin Road – Requested information on the recreation complex.  Inquired if there was a design in place for this project.

2. Joe Schiller of 418 Daniel Drive – Questioned if there was oil in the tank at the old school.

3. Jim Adams of 210 Aldin Road – Questioned what is the overall plan for this school.  Questioned why we are removing the tank now, should have a plan in place.

4. Ann Stone of 532 North Main Street – Stated that she is happy the Township Committee is moving forward with the tank removal.

As there was no further comment, Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public comment.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Executive Session

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka  made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak  to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to come out of executive session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Kanyuck made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Gurneak, Emiliani, Kanyuck

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

Adjourn
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