October 02, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a special meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Jeff Mallory, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Chief Financial Officer Greg Della Pia and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  August 14, 2003 

                  Executive Session:  August 14, 2003

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the August 14, 2003 regular and executive minutes.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no public comment, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Municipal Budget Update

Chief Financial Officer Greg Della Pia provided to the Committee a budget summary report, which included the last bill list and payroll.  He informed that there are ½ dozen line items in the red.  He informed that the legal budget is approximately $6,000 over.    He recommended regarding the legal expense of putting a total number on this line item and consider doing an emergency appropriation.  He informed that he can not guarantee that come November or December by doing transfers that there will be enough money to cover this line item.  He recommended to the Committee of holding off paying legal expenses until November when transfers can be done.  He informed that he will provide a breakdown of legal expenses for the Committee to review.

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Barbara Hamlin – Status report

Attorney Jost informed that this will be discussed in executive session because of contract negotiations.

Agnes Hamlen 

Attorney Jost informed that we are close to finishing the survey work, he submitted the invoice for the Environmental Report that was previously completed.  He recommended to the Committee that soil samples be taken of the property.  The cost of this work would be approximately $1,600-$1,800 and also an additional $600 to do the soil analysis.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to authorize soil samples be taken on the Hamlen property.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Engineer Finelli provided a survey map of the Hamlen property for the Committee to review.  He informed that there is an overlap in the deed regarding the property.  Both deeds claim that property.  He informed that the title report will clear this up.  The title report has been delayed because of information needed from the estate.  He stated that this is not unusal, the deeds go back into the 1800’s.   A gore is an area where no one has claimed title.  He feels that the cemetery really has claimed use/title.  The point is the exception that we need to take for green acres.  Attorney Jost is of the opinion that we need to make a decision before we go to green acres with the final map.   If we are going to have an exception area of non-encumbered land, it needs to be indicated on the final map.    Engineer Finelli provided a preliminary sketch indicating where the new firehouse/emergency squad would be built which equates to 9 acres.  He informed that  green acres will only fund a certain amount of money total.  He indicated that we could extract 20 acres of property.  There is a funding cap on this project of $400,000. He informed that the Committee would have to determine if they could hold out 20 acres for future municipal use.   By doing this there would be 94 acres left to utilize for recreational purposes.  He informed that the other existing recreational land in the township would also be effected, that land would have to remain for recreational purposes.   A decision will be made at the Oct 16th meeting to determine how much land will be extracted from the property to be used for municipal use.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

School/Crossing Guards 

Mayor Blaszka informed that he spoke with Kevin Brennan and was informed that the children are crossing on Greenwich Street and presently there isn’t a guard at this site.  He informed that a decision will have to be made at a later time to hire additional guards for Greenwich St.

WC Strategic Growth Plan 

Mayor Blaszka informed that Warren County Planning Director David Dech will be coming to October meeting.

Cub Scouts – Authorization to camp out in park

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize the Cub Scouts to camp out in the municipal park on Saturday, October 4th.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Postal Service 

Greenwich Postmaster Jeff Hahn informed that they are looking for a site for the new post office.   He informed that they are soliciting for proposals for a new site.  The deadline to submit a proposal is October  24th.    He informed that he would like the Committee to consider leasing two acres of land for a new post office.  He stated that   timing is an issue they are looking for something within the next year.  

Open Space Committee 

Mayor Blaszka informed  that the Open Space Committee will have a presentation on October 29th at 7:30 for the public.  This presentation will be an over view of the open space projects within the Township and discussion regarding the open space tax. 

Deputy Mayor Emiliani

Board of Health

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she will be providing at the next meeting a list of names and cost factor related  to Physican/Nurse being on the board of health.

Emergency Services

Hepatitis B Vaccinations/ Tieter Shot follow up / Authorization

Julie Fleming

Amy Fleming

Eric Freund

Irene Francis

Sandy Libetz

Christine Libetz

Ron Swingle

Noland Thomas

Rawson Wyant
Barbara Purcell

Jeanne Biason

Kathy Krogh

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the above listed emergency members for tieter shot and also to authorize for Police and Fire to obtain tieter shots.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Company 

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she met with Troy Rush and the fund raising  group will be  putting together their 5 year plan for items they would like to get.  

Fire Officials

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that Joseph Mecsey has been approved to attend training course for Hazmat for the Township.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize Joseph Mecsey to attend two week training course.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani thanked Bob Stone and Brenda Stone for their help on Community Day for the Fire Company and also thanked Frank Caprio and Rosanna Caprio for their help with the Zeppole at Community Day.

Rescue Squad 

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Rescue Squad will be conducting a Tricky Tray on October 10th.

Fundraising Committee – Barry Glassman / Steve Babula

Barry Glass provided to the Committee the conceptual plan for the fundraising committee.  The purpose and mission of this committee is to raise significant funds for township capital improvement projects through a specialized and centralized fundraising committee that seeks grants, forms corporate and business partnerships, and seeks corporate donations;  pooling all of the funds raised and making periodic 

recommendations to the Township Committee as to how the funds could be utilized.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the fundraising committee list provided.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

Community Day

Committeeman Marchetta thanked everyone who participated, it was a great success and we had great weather.

Environmental Commission ERI Presentation

Barry Glassman, Chairman of Environmental Committsion informed that we have applied to received a grant up to $20,000 for preventing further eroision of Merrill creek in the park.  He informed that Theresa Isenberg applied for this grant.  Authorization will be required for the Environmental Commission to get proposal for this work.  He informed that this is required to move forward for NJREC to prepare a site plan.  This grant is a matching grant which will be in kind.  The Township is to provide volunteer labor.  He stated that this would be a great educational project for the school, girl scouts and boy scouts to volunteer.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize the Environmental Commission to get proposals for this work.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory

Brian Estates development

Committeeman Mallory informed the Committee that there is total disregard by the builder regarding construction traffic.  He informed that he is violating work time going early in the morning and late into the evening.  He also informed that the builder is bad mouthing the Committee to the new people in the new houses.  He recommended to the Committee that a Noise Ordinance be adopted.  Attorney Jost informed that the Township already has a noise ordinance and that it reflects from the State Code regarding noise.  The Township can not adopt an ordinance that does not reflect the codes of the State.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that a letter was received from Attorney Jim Pfeiffer who represents NAPA.  This letter is in response to the action taken at the previous meeting.  He is requesting to be placed on the October meeting agenda. Decision was made to not grant his request to be placed on the agenda, however he is  free to come in under public comment.

Planning Board 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Pulte Homes will be at December meeting.

Newsletter

Committeewoman Pasquarelli requested information relative to the open space tax meeting so that she can include this information in the Township newsletter.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

Stryker’s Road

Engineer Finelli informed that Mayor Blaszka, Committeewoman Pasquarelli and himself attended a meeting at the NJDOT.  He informed that the meeting was productive.  Mayor Blaszka informed that a request was made to see if there was some interest from NJDOT to be willing to help us out with the modified plans for this project.  They indicated that they would be willing to do what they can to assist with the funding.  There was discussion regarding Route 78 and the property that may be left over after the weigh station is built.  There was also discussion regarding the Route 57 project from Phillipsburg to Washington.

Light at Route 519/Dumont Road

Engineer Finelli informed that the light on Route 519/Dumont construction is supposed to start next week.  He informed that the light should be activated and working prior to Thanksgiving.  

Washington Street Weigh Limit Restriction

Engineer Finelli discussed with the Committee the restriction for this roadway.  He stated that prior to moving forward with this restriction he should perform a feasibility study and provide an engineering report to the Committee if this is justified.  He also informed that this request has to go to NJDOT for approval.

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Engineer Finelli to provide a feasibility study of the weigh limit restriction on Washington Street.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Hills / Cullen Property

Engineer Finelli stated that the lot stabilization bond the Township still has.  He informed that Greg Weinstein previously promised and committed that he would go back to the property as outlined by Finelli so that the Township would not have to go back and default on the cash bond.    Engineer Finelli stated that the bottom line is he is not coming back.  He stated that a motion will be needed to authorize him to hire a landscaper and work on the Cullen property and utilize the 2,000 cash portion to finish the work.  Finelli will write a letter to Weinstein giving deadline date to do the work, prior to default.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize Engineer Finelli to hire a landscaper to work on the Cullen property and to utilize the $2,000 cash portion of the stabilization bond upon default.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Blaszka made a motion to open the public comment period, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kathy Cullen of Greenwich Hills – Commented to the Committee that Greg Weinstein has moved and changed his phone numbers.  She has lived here two years and thanked committee for all their help.

Committeeman Mallory made a motion to close the public comment period, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion to reopen the meeting from recess, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to come out of Executive Session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli regarding Alex Falcinelli that the letter of credit deadline regarding default is October 10, 2003.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to authorize Engineer Finelli to perform Maintenance Inspections on Phases IV, VI, VIII

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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