October 16, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Jeff Mallory, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Absent from the meeting:  Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  September 18, 2003

                  Executive Session:  September 18, 2003

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve the above listed Consent Agenda 

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to open the Public Comment Period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Attorney James Pfeiffer representing NAPA – Stated that their request for sewerage capacity for the mall was denied.  Asking that the Committee would reconsider their denial.  He informed that the present septic system is failing.  He stated that the Township in the past had agreed that this should be hooked up to the sewer system.  Mayor Blaszka questioned if there was any written agreement from the Township.  Attorney Pfeiffer stated that there was no specific written agreement, however there was previous approval from the Township.  He stated that they want to work this out with the Township, do not want litigation. He stated that he wants to work with the Township, would like to sit down with the professionals and work this out.  Requested to have a special meeting and will pay the expenses.  Committeeman Marchetta questioned if there is any chance that the septic could be repaired or replaced.  Attorney Pfeiffer stated that right now the tank is pumped out on a weekly basis.  He stated that the present tank is 4,000 gallons.  Allocation that they are looking for 3,800 gallons.  Mayor Blaszka stated that he would like to see any type of agreement from either the Township or Planning Board.  Attorney Pfeiffer stated that there is no agreement however there was previous action of the Township.  He stated that when Mr. Zelley was in office the Township authorized that the professionals work on having NAPA to be included in the “Wastewater Management Plan.”   

Brian Visconti – Provided an update on the Recreation Ad-hoc Committee.  He stated that the committee is broken down into two teams.  The funding team and the project planning team.  He stated that information was distributed on Community Day to the public regarding this project.  A survey was taken on Community Day from the residents as to what kind of recreation facilities they would like to have on the property.  51 responses were received.  He provided to the Committee a report of this survey.

On October 4th ad hoc members visited Independence Township to take a look at their facilities.  He provided to the Committee minutes of September 29th meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled the week of November 3rd.   A formal presentation to the Committee will be scheduled in the near future.  Also, he will be presenting to the School Board at their next meeting an update of the progress of this committee.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2003-55 Release of Developers Escrow

2003-56 Release of Developers Escrow

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve Resolution 2003-55 and Resolution 2003-56.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

2003-57 Chapter 159

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve Resolution 2003-57.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia provided a budget report to the Committee for their review.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

Fire District 

Mayor Blaszka informed that he requested from the Township Auditor to inform the cost of performing a feasibility study as to the financial impact of a special fire district.  He informed that the cost would be $500-$700.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli questioned what is the reason for a feasibility study.  He informed that this would detail the financial aspects of setting up a district.  

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to authorize the Township Auditor to perform a feasibility study related to fire district at a cost not to exceed $700.

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

Pasquarelli
Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Hamlen Property 

Mayor Blaszka informed that he would like to have discussion and a motion to set aside a certain number of acres for Township use.  He stated before we close it would be appropriate to have the number of acres indicated that would not be included in the green acres project.  Attorney Jost stated that they do not have to state what they would use the property for, but to set aside property to be used for municipal purposes.  Green acres at this time is paying approximate $400,000. There was discussion regarding doing testing of the property on the areas in question that are to be considered for municipal use.  No decision was rendered as to how many acres for Township use further discussion and possible decision will be made at the special meeting to be held October 29th.  

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize Engineer Finelli to proceed with soil testing and limestone investigation at a cost not to exceed $1,000.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

School Board 

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Recreation Department members met with Board of Education members to resolve some issues relative to use of school facilities by the Recreation Association.  He stated that he is pleased to announce that there is now a group of people willing to work together.  

School Board / Shared Services

Mayor Blaszka informed the Committee that the new dump truck will not be delivered to the Township in time for the Township to contract shared services with the Board of Education to provide snow plowing services.  He informed that he will correspond to the Board to inform them that the Township will not be in a position this year to provide snow plowing services to the school.

Resolution 2003-57
Property Tax Reimbursement Program for Seniors

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve Resolution 2003-57.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Open Space Tax Referendum / Special Meeting October 29th at 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Blaszka informed that the Open Space Committee would be presenting at the special meeting information relative to the referendum question on the November ballot asking for a one-cent increase in open space taxes.

First Reading/Public Hearing

ORIDNANCE 2003-13

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to approve for first reading Ordinance 2003-13

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Emiliani – Absent from meeting

Emergency Squad New Member


Michael Brown

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Michael Brown as new member on emergency squad

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Company


Lease purchase /New Chief’s Vehicle

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory authorizing the Mayor to sign the lease agreement as a procedure, Greenwich Township assumes no liability regarding payment of this vehicle.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta

Environmental Commission ERI Presentation 

Chairman Barry Glassman presented to the Township Committee the Environmental Commissions finished ERI Manual.  This manual was prepared with funds under the Environmental grant that the Commission received.  Copies of the manual have been forwarded to the Planning Board to use as reference.  Approval is needed to release the funds of this grant by the Township Committee.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the Environmental Commission ERI Manual as presented to the Township.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Capital Facilities 

Thom Kocubinski presented to the Township Committee different site options relative to the firehouse, emergency squad, court, police department and municipal offices.

The first proposal is for the firehouse station along with the first aid squad to build new facilities on the Hamlen property.  According to the conceptual cost estimates provided the cost would be $4,543,951 for both facilities.  He provided to the Committee to review a conceptual site plan layout for review.  The proposed new fire station would be 14,196 square foot and the proposed new first aid squad building would be 5,233 square foot.  

The second proposal is for retrofit option for municipal building for fire station.  According to the conceptual cost estimate provided the cost would be $2,368,926.  He indicated to the Committee that the pros of this option would be that the fire station remains where housed, however the cons of this proposal would be that a sizeable addition is required, significant sitework will be required, new facilities would be needed for the police, courts, municipal offices and public works. There is tight site constraints that would still be encountered with this retrofit and also to do this type of proposal Merrill Creek would need to be piped.

The third proposal provided to the Committee was a conceptual layout plan for the police and municipal court facility at the present municipal building.  The conceptual cost estimate is $1,471,955.  the pros of this concept is that it is a good program fit, favorable room relationships, minimal addition, already have existing building.  The cons of this proposal is that additional parking spaces are needed, relocation of the public works shed, must relocate the municipal offices and public works.

The fourth proposal presented to the Committee was for a conceptual layout plan for the first aid squad building.  This facility would be located at the Hamlen property.  The conceptual cost estimate is $784,950.  The pros of this proposal is a new facility, efficient and effective floor plan, proximity to fire station, share extraction yard, shared site improvements.  There are no cons identified to this proposal.  

Engineer Finelli would like for the Committee to schedule a special meeting to meet with other department to get their input and to decide on a clear direction as to the next step.  

The Township Clerk will coordinate with the members a date to schedule for this meeting.

Warren County Strategic Growth Plan

David Dech, Director of Warren County Planning Department – Presentation to the Township Committee the Warren County Strategic Growth Plan.  A survey was recently taken which indicated by the year 2025 Warren County’s population is projected to increase by 38%; from its current population of 102,437 persons to 141,437 persons.  This increase means there will be a need for more housing, jobs, transportation facilities, schools, services and amenities.  In addition, there will be less undeveloped agricultural and forested lands than we are accustomed to seeing.  As a result, the Warren County Planning Board is developing a new Strategic Plan to guide what the county should look like in 2025.  A committee of representatives from each of the 22 municipalities in Warren County is helping to develop this plan.  To date, a set of draft goals for the plan and two alternative scenarios for how the County might grow have been proposed.  Under the alternative scenarios, the plan initially examined how and where growth will likely occur under existing local zoning ordinances.  This overall effect is termed the “existing zoning scenario” as the county grows under this scenario, the majority of our population would shift to rural and suburban areas outside of existing towns and villages.  Residential, commercial, and office uses would be separated from one another and retail would continue to grow in a “strip development” pattern along main roadways.  The study is also considering an alternative “Centers Scenario.”  This scenario encourages development within existing towns and villages as it is envisioned that each municipality may have at least one designated center for growth.  The size and scale of these centers will vary be municipality based on existing community character, available infrastructure and other developmental and environmental constraints.  This scenario encourages a micx of various types of housing, retail, offices and other land uses in close proximity to one another in designated centers.  Areas outside of the centers would remain rural in character with less growth.  He provided the following goals of this growth plan:

Goal 1:
Preserve and enhance rural character as well as agricultural, natural, environmental, historic and open space resources and provide incentives to achieve this goal.

Goal 2:
Focus growth in existing centers and provide financial incentives to local government, school districts and developers to achieve this goal.

Goal 3:
Protect and enhance water quality and quantity.

Goal 4:
Maintain and improve the existing transportation system to provide safe and efficient mobility and access

Goal 5:
Provide safe and efficient alternative modes of transportation to reduce auto dependence

Goal 6:
Improve public infrastructure to support existing centers.

Goal 7:
Encourage desirable development that provides local employment opportunities in existing centers.

Goal 8:
Increase educational and cultural opportunities.

Goal 9:
Promote inter-municipal, county and state cooperation.

Goal 10:
Encourage State Legislation to provide municipalities more control over growth.

Goal 11:
Ensure that benefits and costs of plan implementation are shared equitably among all residents, landowners and businesses in Warren County

The next plan is that they will be putting this into writing and forwarding to all committee steering members for review.  

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Joseph Mecsey, III – Fire Chief – Fire District issue – He informed that the Fire Company has put together a committee to investigate creating a fire district.  He stated that they want to be involved with this investigation.    Second issue – He questioned the  Committee if arrangements have been made to have the apparatus equipment placed into heated facilities.  Committeeman Marchetta informed that he will contact the Road Foreman informing about the use of the garage facilities for the equipment. 

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to come back from recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to come out of executive session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize the Mayor to initial each page of Direct Easement purchase worksheet relative to Rayna property and fax back to State Agriculture Development Committee Farmland Preservation Program.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Mallory made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta authorizing the Mayor to initial each page of Direct Easement purchase worksheet relative to Hoser property and fax back to State Agriculture Development Committee Farmland Preservation Program.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2003-59 – Lee Property – Contribution from Warren County and Township.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Mallory authorizing Attorney Jost to proceed with notice to bank regarding letter of credit of $14,000 on Harmony Residential.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the Road Department Contract.

Voting in favor:
Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

Pasquarelli

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to authorize the Mayor to sign the proposal to be submitted relative to the postal service for property on North Main Street

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 P.M.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Mallory, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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