October 17, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present: Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Absent from the meeting: Committeeman Joseph Gurneak, Committeeman Greg Wovna  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by: 1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers.  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1. Approval of Township Minutes of September 19, 2002

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:

Tax Collector

Planning Board

Municipal Court
Building Department 

Police Department
Treasurer

3. Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the above listed Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2002-64 Marriott Liquor License / Lapse in License

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-64

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

SECOND READING / PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2002-09

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVII OF THE LAND USE APPLICATION, REVIEW AND INSPECTION FEES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt Ordinance 2002-09

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

· Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that other than the various conversations that he has had over the past few days with Attorney Jost and the Mayor regarding moving forward with securing the agreements with the affected property owners, there is no change in the status of the project.

· Future Dedications


Greenwich Chase, Phase 7


Greenwich Hills, Phases III


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm



North Side (Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South Side (Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed that possibly Greenwich Hills, Phase III could be ready for dedication next month.  He informed that no other sections of developments listed are ready for dedication at this time

· Performance Bond Release / Dedication of Improvements


Greenwich Chase, Phase IX

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he is satisfied with the improvements and he recommended that the Committee approve Resolution 2002-60 accepting the improvements and release the cash portion of Greenwich Chase, Phase IX.  Committeeman Blaszka stated that there was some discussion at the last meeting regarding the right of offset.  He stated that if the Committee is going to approve this Resolution and release the cash portion, there is Phase VII still remaining to be dedicated. He stated that he is concerned that the remaining phase has issues to be satisfied and there is no more money left in the account.  It was decided to release the cash portion provided that all escrow bills are paid and current and escrow account have sufficient funds available. 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-60 provided that all escrow is paid and current and the maintenance bond is satisfactory to the Township Attorney

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· Greenwich Center Update on Project Construction

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the four stores, Staples, Circuit City, Target and Michael’s are open.  He informed that he had a meeting with the Police Chief and the Developer relative to additional signage which and has been deemed necessary especially for people who are not familiar with the area, so that they can safely navigate in and out of the shopping center.  Lowe’s is slated to open the middle of December in coordination with the street light on Greenwich Street. Committeeman Blaszka requested Engineer Finelli to inform the public of the past history relative to opening the stores.  Engineer Finelli informed that there were commitments made by the developer to Staples, Circuit City, Target and Michael’s.  The stores had complied with the other site work that his office had deemed necessary for safe access to and from the site, all the utilities were installed, landscaping, striping, etc.  He stated this is necessary prior to the issuance of a temporary certificate of occupancy.  It came down to the fact that the DOT Engineer was not available until October 10th to declare that the light on Greenwich Street was in full operation.  Engineer Finelli informed that until the light was in full operation, no temporary certificate of occupancy was issued. Committeeman Blaszka questioned if the developer is aware that the light on Greenwich Street has to be in full operation before a temporary certificate of occupancy will be issued for Lowe’s.  Engineer Finelli informed that the light is already in place and that it is scheduled to go into full operation well in advance of Lowe’s opening. 

· Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions Update

Engineer Finelli informed that they spoke with a representative from FEMA and was informed that the reason that the revisions haven’t been forwarded was because there was a mistake done in the hydrologic analysis for the State.  They assured that the new flood plane maps would be issued. 

· Greenwich Street / Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing

Engineer Finelli informed that this item is a carry over from previous meetings.  Committeeman Esposito questioned what is the time frame once authorization is given.  Engineer Finelli indicated that it would take approximately six (6) months for a school zone light with solar powered beacons to be installed.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Committee appropriated $30,000 for this light.  Committeeman Esposito informed that this needs to be addressed and that we shouldn’t be in a position that we run out of time.  Committeeman Blaszka directed that action should be taken at the next meeting to address this.  He will contact the school and request a formal action of the School Board to let us know where they stand regarding courtesy busing.  Mayor Pasquarelli directed Engineer Finelli to list this item on the November meeting agenda.

· Greenwich Chase, Phase IV ( Mt. Laurel/COAH) Remedial Grading Work

Engineer Finelli informed that he has been working on this with Committeeman Blaszka.  There are three areas that Toll Brothers had promised repair.  Toll Bros., currently has repaired one area and is working on the second area by the power easement.  Bill Robbinson from Toll Bros. contacted Finelli and informed that they have staked out the area and are hoping to start working on it next week.  Committeeman Blaszka informed Finelli that when Toll was working on the grading they damaged a resident’s driveway.  Engineer Finelli will inspect this.

· Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that they are in a position to go to design.  Informed that there still is the issue regarding the farmhouse, informed not sure at this time how they are going to navigate around it.  Committeeman Blaszka inquired as to the timeframe.  Engineer Finelli informed that unless there is a roadblock, they are hoping to go out to bid by spring of 2003, with work to be done over the summer.  CFO Greg Della Pia informed that we should do a Chapter 159 Resolution regarding the funding for this grant. He will prepare for the November meeting.

· Individual Lot Bond Releases


Greenwich Hills, Block 42.03, Lot 9:  $2.000

Engineer Finelli informed that this is for refund of previously posted funds.  He informed the Committee per his letter dated 10/9/02 that inspections were performed and he recommended to the Committee the release of the previously posted $2,000.  Resolution 2002-65 / refund of $2,000 to Weinstein Builders.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka approving Resolution 2002-65.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· Maintenance Bond Inspections:


Stewarts Hunt: Bond Expires: 11/21/02


Greenwich Chase, Phase I: Bond Expires 1/18/03

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he sent out correspondence to Toll Brothers regarding the Maintenance Bond Inspections to Stewarts Hunt development.  Toll responded that they are working on the outstanding issues.  He informed the Committee that Greenwich Chase; Phase I bond expires 1/18/03.  He requested authorization from the Committee to perform the inspections to Greenwich Chase, Phase I and to inform Toll Brothers of the outstanding issues prior to the release of the Maintenance Bond.

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to authorize Engineer Finelli to make the necessary inspections to Greenwich Chase, Phase I and to inform Toll Brothers of the outstanding issues relative to the release of the Maintenance Bond.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· Phillipsburg Regional Wastewater Management Plan (WMP) Update

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he attended a recent meeting with the Mayor at Phillipsburg relative to the expansion of the existing sewer treatment plant.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that while we were told that the intent of the meeting was not to decide whether or not the plant would be expanded, it was really a discussion overall about regional wastewater management planning which involves Phillipsburg and five (5) sending municipalities.  There was some debate on whether or not some municipalities had committed to a regional wastewater management plan.  With the help of our professionals Engineer Finelli and Engineer Pryor we made it clear that Greenwich had not committed to this and would not do so.  We clarified that the intent of this project at this time is simply to assemble all relative data related to technical data and to assist them. There was discussion relative to what is going on with the sewer treatment plant from a regional standpoint. The NJDEP is requesting information relative to Task I of Phase I, which entails collecting available data of existing wastewater facilities and water quality.  This work is mandated by the State.  As a result of this meeting Mayor Pasquarelli requested Engineer Finelli to put together a proposal informing of the cost of this work.  Engineer Finelli informed that the essence of this work is going to be GIS data base type information. He informed that the estimated cost to produce this work is going to be approximately $2,500 to $3,500.  Mayor Pasquarelli recommended to the Committee that authorization be given to Engineer Finelli to complete this work, and authorize spending no more than $4,000.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to authorize Engineer Finelli to provide the data that the NJDEP has requested and authorize spending of $4,000 to perform this work.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· Greenwich Hills, Phases III ( Block 42.03, Lot 5)

Engineer Finelli informed that this is a follow up from last months meeting.  Weinstein Builders had defaulted on the bond on the Cullen lot.  He sent Weinstein a letter indicating the default, since then Greg Weinstein has sent back a letter indicating that he would like to meet to discuss the issues.  There is a meeting scheduled for 11/01/02 to review the problems.  The Mayor, Mrs. Cullen, Greg Weinstein and Engineer Finelli will be attending. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

· Route 639 Truck Restriction

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she is happy to announce that the County Freeholders have acted favorably to our request for the restrictions of trucks weighing over 10 tons on Route 639.  She thanked Freeholders Doherty and DiMaio.  The County will forward their approval to the State requesting their approval.  Once this is done, signs will be installed regarding the weight restriction.

· Traffic Signal – Route 519 & Dumont Road

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that we have once again urged the County to move forward on plans to install a traffic signal on Route 519/Dumont Road given the events of the last week.  She informed that the indications from the County is that they have responded favorably and have indicated a willingness to proceed with installing a temporary light, a three-way temporary light at this intersection in a expeditious manner.  She informed that two actions would be needed to be taken tonight related to this intersection.  First specific just to the traffic light signal.  In her conversation with the County Administrator was told that in order for the Freeholders to move forward at their next meeting they wanted some sort of commitment that Greenwich Township remains committed to the completion of the Stryker’s Road Realignment project and will continue to move forward towards the ultimate completion of the project.  The county has also indicated that they want some indication from us that we are planning to proceed with the Stryker’s Road realignment project.  She informed that she would present this to the Committee tonight and if they felt comfortable with this language that we would request a motion to approve that a letter will be sent to the County with our commitment. Second item – Engineer Finelli informed that he spoke with the County Engineer regarding the Dumont/Rt.519 intersection.  He informed that the County Engineer wanted some sort of commitment from the Township to determine the ultimate configuration of the intersection so that he could then consider this in his design of the temporary signal.  He informed that even if the County proceeds expeditiously with a temporary signal it will take six months between design, DOT approval, bid process, award, construction and administration.  He mentioned an idea, which is to restrict the left turn movements at Dumont Road and at Stryker’s Road.  He presented to the Committee a draft ordinance for the Committee to consider for first reading.  This Ordinance will amend section VII to restrict the left turning movements at both Stryker’s Road and Dumont Road.   Committeeman Blaszka stated that the Planning Board was instructed to review the Circulation Plan of the Stryker’s Road area.  He has concerns regarding the realignment of Stryker's Road.  He stated that when the Committee reviewed the alignment project a couple of years ago things were different.  He stated that many new homes have been built in Lopatcong and with the new shopping center it is going to generate more traffic along Dumont Road.  He also stated that he has concerns about if the school does away with courtesy busing it will be a safety issue. He stated that he is not comfortable with supporting the realignment project, that once the road is realigned it is a done deal and the people will be traveling through on this road and he is concerned about the residents along this roadway.  Mayor Pasquarelli suggested that he review the plans with the Mayor and the Engineer to go over the history and the concept of the plan.  Mayor Pasquarelli stated that at this time to table the letter to the County regarding the Stryker’s road realignment project and plan to discuss at the November meeting.  The Committee then decided to proceed with first reading of Ordinance 2002-10

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2002-10

AN PROHIBITNG LEFT TURNING MOVEMENTS AT THE INTERSECTION OF DUMONT ROAD AND COUNTY ROAD ROUTE 519 AND AT STRYKER’S ROAD COUNTY ROUTE 519

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-10

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Attorney Jost stated that this ordinance will take effect upon approval of the Township Committee of final passage and also approval of the County if necessary and the NJDOT.

· Wyndham Farm Dumping

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that there was a problem with residents dumping grass clippings in one of the areas that is still private property owned by M. Rieder Corporation, but is going to become an open space area that will be owned by the Township upon dedication.  Attorney Jost reviewed the existing township ordinances, it was determined that the township does not need to take any action, that the existing ordinances sufficiently cover this issue.  She informed that the developer has agreed to post signage in the area.  

· Dumont Road Circulation Plan Issues

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that presently the Committee has agreed to schedule a special meeting to discuss this issue.  The Clerk will coordinate schedules of the Committee and make the necessary arrangement to schedule a special meeting.

· Budget Review

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that this is the time of year to look at the budget to determine where we stand with expenditures.  She informed that budget letters would be sent out within the next month to all department heads informing that budgets for 2003 need to be prepared.  She informed that she would prepare the letter and direct the Clerk to send out to all departments.

· Livable Communities Grant Application

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the State of New Jersey has initiated a new grant program.  This grant is designed to make improvements for parks, playgrounds and open space.  There is five (5) million dollars available.  The deadline for grant submission is September 30th.  Engineer Finelli will prepare this grant application requesting for parks and playground improvements in the amount of $85,000. 

· Municipal Court Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed of the status of the backlog of processing of outstanding warrants.  At a previous meeting authorization was given to hire additional personnel to assist in the court.  Court Administrator Sullivan advised that to date they have processed 1,300 of the warrants.  She advised that another five time that amount needs to be done. 

· Weigh Station Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Township continues to petition the NJDOT to reconsider their proposal for installing two truck weigh stations within the township.  Within the last month, our special counsel has had contact with representatives from the NJDOT.  She informed that she is in the process of preparing another letter to send to the NJDOT.  She has contacted State Senator Lance and spoke with Assemblyman Doherty and will be contacting Assemblywoman Myers soliciting their support in our efforts.  We received a letter of support from the Musconetcong River Association supporting our position, in this from an environmental standpoint indicating that this is not an appropriate place for a weigh station.  Our special engineer on this project has obtained and has prepared an environmental report, which identifies areas of concern that we hope the NJDOT will take note of in making their plans for the weigh station. We also are proceeding in soliciting a quote for a traffic engineering review of some data to be collected.  She spoke with the Mayor from Pohatcong regarding our attempts to have the NJDOT take a serious look at alternate locations west of exit 4.  The Mayor from Pohatcong unofficially indicated that Pohatcong would be interested in having the weigh station in their township and would contact the NJDOT regarding this.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she had a meeting in the Governor’s Office last Friday regarding this matter with a senior member of the Governor’s staff who handles transportation issues for the Governor.  

· Traffic on North Main Street

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that a resident on North Main Street contacted the Township with concerns regarding the speeding on North Main Street.  The resident indicated that the speed limit on the roadway by their house is 40 mph.  The would like to have the speed limit lowered to 25 mph along the entire stretch of North Main Street.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Police Department has increased patrolling along North Main Street and also the speed trailer has been installed along North Main Street.  Previously, the County denied our request for lowering the speed limit along the 40-mph zone of North Main Street.  She indicated that some time has passed since our last request to the County, she directed the Engineer to contact the County Engineer requesting lowering the speed limit along North Main Street.

· Proclamation

Mayor Pasquarelli read a proclamation declaring November 24th through November 30th Family Week.

· Emergency Squad / New Member / Elizabeth Davis, Junior Member

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito approved Elizabeth Davis as Junior Member of the Greenwich Township Emergency Squad.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· County Strategic Growth Plan

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that this is the County- wide effort, Smart Growth initiative being spearheaded by Warren County Planning Department.  Mayor Pasquarelli and Committeeman Blaszka are working on this.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 29th.  There was a meeting/tour of the county as a preparation for some of the decisions that will need to be made.  Committeeman Blaszka attended this tour and informed that they rode on a bus touring the entire county.  They looked at housing developments where the expansions are going to be, also looked at rail lines that are possibly going to be put into the county going into Pennsylvania.  Committeeman Blaszka informed that there is going to be a public meeting, November 14th.  The County doesn’t just want officials involved in this; they are encouraging residents to participate in this endeavor.  He informed that a website has been created, which is: warrengrowth.org.  

· Community Day

Mayor Pasquarelli thanked Frank Marchetta as Community Day Chairman.  She stated that this was a wonderful event, blessed with beautiful weather.  She also thanked the Clerk.  

Deputy Mayor Esposito

· Recreation Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the Recreation Commission is sponsoring a Basket Bingo.  The bingo is scheduled for October 18th.  He informed that the last bingo they conducted they made over $7,000.  He informed that volunteers are needed for assisting in the bingo.  Recreation will be sponsoring the Halloween Parade, scheduled for Saturday, October 26th.  Volunteers are also needed for this event.  Soccerfest is scheduled for this weekend.  Recreation has started two new programs for the kids.  Cheerleading, which has over 75 kids and Wrestling program.  Basketball will be starting the end of October.  He also stated that the Recreation Commission has started a Booster Club and members are also needed.

· Sewer Subcommittee 

Committeeman Esposito informed that the next meeting for the Sewer Subcommittee is scheduled for October 24th.

Committeeman Blaszka

· School Board Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that on September 30th, there was a joint meeting with the Board of Education and the Township Committee to discuss joint issues.  Topics of discussion were safety issues such as the bike path on Greenwich Street, Crossing Guards, installation of sidewalks, courtesy bussing.  There was also discussion regarding shared services between the Township and Board of Education. He stated that it is important for them to sit down from time to time and review our joint issues especially with the budget coming up making sure that these issues can be worked out when it comes to cost sharing that they are put into the budget.  The next meeting will be scheduled for sometime in January.  One of the things that the school is trying to do is to have an interaction with the Senior Citizens.  Tomorrow, October 18th, the School will be hosting a luncheon with the Seniors Citizens from the Township.  Dr. Brennan will be having the children put on a show after the luncheon.

· Environmental Commission

Resignation of Caroline Helman

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to accept the resignation of Caroline Helman with regrets from the Environmental Commission.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a mayoral appointment of Meyra Davidson to the Environmental Commission.

Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) Committee

Resignation of James Cramer

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to accept the resignation of James Cramer with regrets

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

· Firehouse Construction Proposal

Attorney Jost informed that he spoke with the Architect, Thomas Kocubinski regarding the contract and the approval for phase II.  He indicated that the Architect indicated that just to complete phase II was be an exercise in futility because you are not going to have a floor plan from any design study therefore, he is not going to be able to give us any kind of square footage as to what we are going to be looking at in cost.  He stated that if we are going to approve the programming study we should also approve the floor plan design study at the same time.  Mayor Pasquarelli directed that the Committee would review this proposal in Executive Session under contract negotiations.

· Rinehart Farm Preservation

Committeeman Blaszka informed that this has been a project that has been ongoing for approximately two years.  He informed that the preservation of two pieces of property have been approved with the County and also with the Township contributing funds.  He informed that the funds would be utilized out of our Open Space funds. He informed that several months ago the County made a decision to make some changes on how we are going to handle farmland preservation within the County and what they decided to do is hire Bob Resker full time to handle this department.  He informed that Mr. Resker is doing an excellent job. He has been working with the Freeholders to convince them that this project is essential not just for the County, but for Greenwich.  Committeeman Blaszka thanked the Freeholders and Mr. Resker for all their effort that they put into this project.  Mayor Pasquarelli will send the Freeholders a letter thanking them for their efforts in preserving the Rinehart Farm.  

Attorney Jost directed to make it official, that the Committee approves the spending of $105,000 for 101 acres.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion to expend out of the Open Space Tax Fund the amount of $105,000 for 101 acres for the municipal contribution to the Rinehart Farmland Preservation development rights, seconded by Committeeman Esposito.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Frank Marchetta of 102 Dillion Drive – He acknowledged Committeeman Blaszka for all of his hard work that he has been doing regarding open space for the Township.  He also thanked the entire Open Space Committee for all of their hard work and dedication regarding the open space efforts for the Township.

Chuck Purcell of 227 Arbor Drive – As the Squad Captain for the Emergency Squad he informed the Committee that there have been 12 accidents on Dumont Road/Route 519.  He informed that the intersection of Greenwich Street/Dumont Road is a problem with the shopping center open.  He would like to have the speed limit lowered on Route 519 to 30 mph.  He also informed that there have been many accidents on Stryker’s Road.  He stated that the cars are going into the ditch. Engineer Finelli stated that he has been on the record at least three times in that he has notified the County of the dangerous intersection at Dumont Road/Route 519 and has requested that a traffic signal light be installed at this intersection.  Engineer Finelli also informed that the intersection of Greenwich Street/Dumont Road the developer has already made provisions with the County to have a signal installed.  There is money in escrow for the light.  The guardrail on Stryker’s Road is the Township’s responsibility.  Engineer Finelli will work with the DPW regarding installation of a new guardrail along the ditch.

Joe Mecsey of 602 South Main Street – As Fire Chief for the Fire Department he informed the Committee that additional signs are needed for the shopping center.  He also requested that the Committee consider adopting an ordinance for a pre-empt system for the traffic lights.  Attorney Jost will work with Chief Mecsey on preparing an ordinance. 

Ray Tanella of 205 Austin Circle – Informed the Committee that he still has concerns regarding the drainage problem in his development.  Questioned why all the money was released to Toll Bros. before this problem was corrected.  Engineer Finelli informed that the drainage problems were not an issue at the time of release, however once he was notified of the problems he contacted Toll Brothers regarding this.  His office has been working with Toll Brothers to remedying the drainage problem.

Angelo Fialia of 729 Jackson Road – Informed the Committee that his driveway was put in the wrong time and it is soft.  Wanted to know if Toll Brothers through their Performance Bond could be made to rectify this situation.  Engineer Finelli informed that the Township’s responsibility is to make sure that you have safe access and your driveway is graded.  There is no requirement from the Township making the developer pave driveways in the Township.  The construction techniques utilized are not within Township jurisdiction that is between the homeowner and the builder.   

Andy Sona of 709 Fanning Mill Road – Questioned the Committee regarding Dumont Road.  If you are making a no left turn onto Route 519, why do we need approval from coming off of a Township road from the County.  Attorney Jost stated that he is not sure if we need approval from the County, however he stated for first reading of the ordinance that we should inquire from the County if permission is required since it is going onto a County road.  Also stated that Greenwich Chase, phase I when inspections are made that during the winter time the driveway aprons freezes and rises up three or four inches from the Belgian block.  Engineer Finelli stated that this is the second round of inspections, this was inspected two years ago, prior to the bond release, this is the follow up looking for minor clean up that needs to be rectified.  

Elaine Emiliani of 215 Aldin Road- Stated that this is one of the second hardest things she has had to do, a couple of years ago when she closed the All Saints Regional High School, tonight she feels no differently.  She stated that it is unfortunate, and we all know that it is election time and a lot of people here may or may not feel that what she wants to say is that these meetings are drawn out, we repeat things, and a lot of times it is difficult for people to understand that especially during this time and she is hard pressed to give her view on the topics discussed tonight.  The one thing that she wanted to say is that she is very grateful to the three people sitting up here on the Committee for the job that they have done.  They have stepped up to the plate and have done everything that you said you would and she congratulated them.    

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to take a 10-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.

2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Personnel, Litigation, Contract Negotiations, Land Acquisition

3. It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public: When a decision has been rendered.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into executive session

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close Executive Session and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the contract proposal from Thomas Kocubinski Architects for proposal I for the proposed new firehouse, at an amount of $7,790.00.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 P.M.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Gurneak, Wovna

MOTION CARRIED

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

