October 20, 2005

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Brian Visconti, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Deputy Mayor Greg Blaszka participated via telephone for a portion of the meeting and then arrived late.

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  September 15, 2005


         Executive Session:  September 15, 2005

2. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

3.   Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to open the public comment period, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Bob Stone – 523 North Main Street – Pedophile Ordinance he supports the adoption of this ordinance.  Told of the towns in the State that has adopted this ordinance.  Phillipsburg is fast tracking this ordinance.

Maureen Carroll – President of PTO – Issue with the Phillipsburg Inn.  Township has known of this issue for many months of the pedophiles that are residing in this Inn.  The BOE has adopted a resolution in support of this ordinance.  Other towns are taking the initiative in adopting this ordinance.  Request that Committee adopt this ordinance.

Bill Kanyuck – President of BOE – Resolution was adopted last night supporting and endorsing the Committee’s efforts in securing a pedophile-free zone for the Township.  He requested that the Committee adopt this ordinance

Dan Perez – 624 South Main Street – As a father this ordinance needs to be passed.  He has children, and he doesn’t want this type of people anywhere near the schools, parks or children in the township.  President of Recreation we don’t want these types of people anywhere near the parks that the children are in.

Bob Zelley – 333 Greens Ridge Road - He requested that the Committee pass this ordinance and not let the thought of legal issues stop them.

Michael Dragen – 321 Thomas Carling Drive – He asked that the Committee please pass the ordinance.  He has small children and he also coaches soccer and he would never forgive himself if he didn’t speak up tonight to ask for support

Joe Gurneak – 110 Kennedy Mill Road - He also supports this ordinance.  He said that anything and everything he can do to help out the children to support this ordinance.  He thanked everyone on the committee that even thought they have their differences they are trying the best that they can do. He strongly supports a new firehouse being built, but he is a fiscal conservative.  Asked that the Committee work diligently to get this issue taken care of.  It is tearing the community apart.

Committeeman Marchetta thanked everyone for attending the meeting tonight in support of the Pedophile Ordinance.  He stated that Greenwich Township has reason for concern (Phillipsburg Inn) they are listed on the State Registry.  We have over 20+ sexual predators living in Phillipsburg, which is only 1 mile away.  He stated that many towns in NJ have passed this ordinance.  We have an obligation to protect our children.  

Bill Calhoun – 757 Jackson – Questioned how many are living in Phillipsburg Inn.  Committee Marchetta responded that right now there isn’t anyone living there, however, as of a month ago there was one offender.  

Joe Schiller – Daniel Drive – There shouldn’t be any discussion regarding this ordinance because we are afraid of being sued.  Follow Phillipsburg’s lead regarding the Loitering issue.  Requested that we should pass this ordinance.

Committeewoman Emiliani stated that she has been working with the Police Chief on getting the coaches fingerprinted who coach for Recreation.

Bob Stone – 523 North Main Street – Regarding the list that is on the Internet, they are only tier 2 & 3 offenders.  There could be people in the community that nobody knows about.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Engineer Finelli distributed a map to the residents attending the meeting depicting the areas in reference to the pedophile zones.  Included on this map are the schools and the parks.  Not included are the daycare centers or churches.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Visconti

NJDOT Route 57 Corridor Update

Mayor Visconti informed that recently he attended a meeting along with Deputy Mayor Blaszka, and Engineer Finelli with Debbie Hirt of the NJDOT to discuss the plans for this project.  Status of the plans at this time is in the early stages of development.  This corridor project will be the full length of Route 57.  

Pohatcong Valley Ground Water Analysis – Trailer Placement request.

Mayor Visconti informed that Engineer Finelli’s office is discussing this request with Mr. Weid.  He stated that at a future meeting this request would be discussed in further detail with Mr. Weid present.

Recreation Commission Meeting update

Mayor Visconti informed that awards were previously given out to Greenwich Yankee’s on the midget level of softball for an undefeated season.  Dominic Esposito was their coach.

Recreation Commission held a town hall meeting regarding the recreation program.  Attendance was low will be conducted again in the spring.

Purchase of D’Angelo property.

Mayor Visconti informed that the Township has purchased the D’Angelo property along with the assistance of Green Acres funding.  This project of open space preservation has been in the works since 2000.  This property will be utilized as passive recreation. 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee Report 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Sewer Subcommittee report has been distributed to the Committee members, any questions regarding the report to contact her.

Highlands Council Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that during the past week the Council was working on Phase 2 of the Community Public Outreach Effort.  She stated that there was good participation and feedback during this effort.  They are working on the development and implementation of a master plan.  She informed that there is available a $38,000 planning grant from Highlands and also a $7, 500 COAH grant that the Township should apply for which will assist the municipalities in reimbursement for studies and land use updates.

Committeewoman Emiliani 

Emergency Squad


New Membership / Shawn Bachman

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion to approve Shawn Bachman as a new member on the Emergency Squad, seconded by Mayor Visconti

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Company


New Member / Jim Coyle


Blue Light / Jim Coyle

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to approve Jim Coyle as a new member on the Fire Company and to approve his Blue Light request.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

ARRIVING LATE TO THE MEETING:  DEPUTY MAYOR BLASZKA

Emergency Management Update

Coordinator Viscomi informed that the Emergency Operations Annex’s have been updated and completed.  They were forwarded to the State Police Emergency Management for review and approval.  Recently the Township was notified that the State Police have approved the updated Emergency Operations Annex’s.

Firehouse

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion for Committeewoman Emiliani to direct the Architect to redesign the firehouse with the objective to be a reduction, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Emiliani

Opposed:

Blaszka, Marchetta, Visconti

MOTION DEFEATED

Committeeman Marchetta

Planning Board Update

Committeeman Marchetta informed that the Planning Board has no recommendation regarding the Piccone Land Swap, it is a decision that the Committee will have to make.

Pedophile Free Zone:

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2005-17

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, NEW JERSEY REGARDING SEX OFFENDER RESIDENCY PROHIBITION

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve for first reading Ordinance 2005-17

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Joe Mecsey – 602 South Main Street / Fire Chief – Requested that the Township Committee release the remainder of the appropriation to the Fire Company. He presented documentation to the Committee regarding the completed forms that have been submitted.  He stated that the Fire Company at this time couldn’t pay their remaining bills.  Informed that on Monday one of his trucks is going down for major repairs.  Addressed the issue to the Committee regarding the storage of the Tanker and Utility Van in the Road Department sheds.  Requested that the vehicles be housed from November 1st to April 15th. 

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the Fire Company to use the Road Department sheds to house the tanker and utility van from November to April.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Chief Mecsey stated that the Aerial apparatus is expected back in the next week.  The Fire Company is looking into options to house this piece of equipment.. Requested financial assistance from the Committee to purchase shelter for the equipment.  Will inform Committee at next meeting the cost of this shelter.  Fire Station Issue – In March of 2004 the Fire Company did a presentation to the public regarding the new fire station.  In this presentation the soft costs were not added into the presentation per the Committee Liaison.  Only the hard costs were presented.  He informed the Committee that the Fire Company at their last meeting voted and approved to seek a lawsuit against the Township.  He requested that Committeewoman Emiliani be removed as the Fire Company Liaison.

Troy Rush – 110 Washington Street – Stated that there is no legal way that the Township should have held back their appropriation because they are volunteers.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion to approve payment to the Fire Company for the remaining appropriation that is due to them.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Marchetta, Visconti 

Opposed:

Pasquarelli, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Joe Schiller – Stated that he has respect for the firemen. Stated that the Township is in a real mess, the Committee is arguing, the Fire Company is threatening to sue.  Stated that there is a fiscal responsibility to keep down the taxes.  Stated that the Township needs a new firehouse and equipment.  He stated that he wants to know the tax impact of these projects.

Dan Perez – South Main Street – Stated that he is going to check into loaning the Fire Company money from the Recreation to assist in helping them house the aerial truck.  He doesn’t want this truck out during the winter months.  If his Board approves this and it is legal he wants to loan the money and get paid back from the Township next year. 

Matt Klouser – Assistant Chief – Stated that the Architect designed the firehouse for the  specific needs of the Fire Company and to the residents of the community for the future.

Troy Rush – 110 Washington Street – Informed that the National Fireman’s Association has a spread sheet listing how much a volunteer organization save the Township.  He stated that it could save up to 5.2 million versus a paid organization.

Committeeman  Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Visconti 

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka informed that he would not support removing Committeewoman Emiliani as Fire Company Liaison for the remainder for this year.  The Committee took no action.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Visconti to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public. 

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business, Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting. 

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta, Visconti

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

__________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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