


              November 09, 2000


7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Guy Fleming, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak.  Also in attendance were Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Kimberly Viscomi.  Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli arrived at 7:35PM


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of October 19, 2000 Minutes

2.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector



Planning Board

Municipal Court



Police Report


Building Department

3.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Zelley

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Ordinance

Mayor Zelley informed that he sent a memo to the Committee regarding capital improvements for this bond ordinance and he tabled this vote until the December meeting.

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Township Attorney informed the Committee regarding the MZD zone issue last month, there was a motion that he draft up an ordinance regarding this zone.  He spoke with Planner John Madden who informed that he had hoped to have for the Committee tonite a summary, however, this is not ready.  Attorney Peles stated that this should be prepared and will have for the December Committee meeting.

Wyndham Farm Boulevard Extension – Attorney Peles has prepared a resolution which provides that no action be taken to construct any roadway or municipal street extending this boulevard from its present terminus to County Route 519 pending review of the revised Circulation Plan and the Smart Growth Planning Grant review.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded  by Committeeman Gurneak to adopt Resolution 2000-79 regarding the Wyndham Farm Boulevard Extension.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

· MAYOR ZELLEY

COAH UPDATE – Mayor Zelley informed there is approximately 49 homes, 21 remaining homes in the low and affordable housing area.  They expect to be sold/built out by the end of next summer.

SEWER OPERATOR AWARD – Sewer Engineer Joe Pryor informed the Committee that the Township received three (3) bids for the Operation and Maintenace of the Wastewater Collection System.  



Van Cleef Engineering Associates

$37,500



US Water Service Company


$22,000



Consumers NJ Water Co.


$17,900

He recommended to the Committee after review of the bid documents to award to the low bidder, Consumers New Jersey Water Company, subject to a legal review of the bid by the Township Attorney. Also, he informed that Consumers had previously requested that the Township consider granting a franchise to our sewer, he stated that he did not recommend that the Township Committee entertain this request at this time.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to award the sewer contract to Consumers New Jersey Water Company  in the amount of $17,900 pending the review of the contract from Attorney Peles.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

ROUTE 22/GREENWICH STREET UPDATE – Mayor Zelley informed that he previously attended a meeting with the Department of Transportation regarding this project.  They informed that the plans will stretch from Exit 3 down to Sammy’s Drive-In.  The cost is estimated at 60 million dollars.  It is going to take approximately six (6) years for this project to be completed.  They are working on the design which will make it suitable for traffic flow in the year 2025.  He informed the DOT that it is imperative for them to continue working steadfast on this project because of the high traffic flow and congestion at this area.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT – Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that the State Department of Community Affairs had previously conducted an audit of the Building Department.  The State had send Mayor Zelley a letter, dated October 12th,  with recommendations for the department.  He informed that he disagreed with some of their recommendations.  They informed that the Building Department should move out of the Police Department to a trailer, he agreed with that recommendation, however they informed that additional help (20 weekly hours) for technical assistance/office control he did not.  He stated that he will be writing a letter to the State informing them of the future purchase of a trailer for the department and will discuss further the matter regarding the additional help.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION / OPEN SPACE – Mayor Zelley informed the Committee that he recently went to a program that was held at the Community College regarding finance options regarding preservation.  He learned that there is a lot of money available for preservation.  He informed that he stopped at John Beatty’s house and spoke with him, Mr. Beatty informed that he is leaning towards putting an application in.  He shared with the Committee a map that Engineer Finelli prepared showing the various areas and status regarding farmland preservation.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked what is the timing of the Planning Incentive Grant.  Mayor Zelley responded that it is the Township’s duty to go out and hire two appraisers, and he is getting a list from Duane Copley.  He stated that part of the problem is the appraisers around the State come into Warren County, Greenwich Township and they do not know the cost of land.  So one appraiser is giving Oberly $3,000 an acre and another appraiser saying it is $7,000 per acre.  At this time there is a problem with two farms next to each other, with two different appraisals and on appraisal will be twice as much as the other.  The State will provide 2/3 of the funding for the PIG grant, the remaining 1/3 is split 50/50 with the County, but the Township has to pay for the appraisals.  The Oberly tract was approved in the PIG program and the traditional.  In the traditional program the Township does not have to pay anything, the County and the State pay 100%.  The KC Thom tract the State is dealing with him directly because he was under financial distress.

ENDORSEMENT OF SCHOOL PROJECT – Mayor Zelley stated that the Township Committee has endorsed the proposed addition of the sixteen (16) classrooms onto the new school that they are building.  He asked Attorney Peles to explain the process regarding making their endorsement in writing.  Attorney Peles referred to his letter to the Committee dated November 8th regarding endorsing approval of a referendum to issue school bonds in the amount of $5,784,365 for the school facilities project (Greenwich Elementary School Expansion)  He referred to a landmark case which decides the issue o whether a municipal governing body may become involved in affairs involving a school district Samson Botkin vs. Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Westwood .  He concluded it would be in the best interest of the Greenwich Township Board of Education, and the success of the referendum, that the Township Committee not approve a resolution and breach the statutory scheme.  He advised that the Mayor and Committee take no official action, such as the approval of a resolution with regard to the approval of the referendum.  He did state, however, that if the members individually would like to write a letter of endorsement that they may do so.

ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATION OF JIM CRAMER FROM ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION – Mayor Zelley informed that he has received a letter from Mr. Cramer informing of his resignation from the Environmental Commission.  Mr.Cramer cited in the letter that he is presently serving on the Greenwich Township Agricultural Committee.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to accept the resignation with regrets of Jim Cramer from the Environmental Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

APPOINTMENT TO ENVIROMENTAL COMMISSION – Mayor Zelley informed that he would like to appoint Michael Zelenka from 803 Price Place to fill the vacancy provided from Jim Cramer.  He stated that Mr. Zelenka is a Senior Environmental Scientiest at Exxon/Mobil

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to appoint Michael Zelenka to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Cramer on the Environmental Commission.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

SUPPORT OF POHATCONG CREEK CORRIDOR PROJECT – Mayor Zelley informed that the County has approved this project.  The Pohatcong Creek Corridor Project will be used as a walkway along the Pohatcong Creek.  According to the project description and budget documents submitted by Warren County, the total cost for the approved project is $133,500 of which $26,700 will be funded through the Township Open Space Trust Fund, and $106,800 will be funded through the County.  As part of the project stipulation the municipality will apply to the Green Acres Program for funding for this project.  Any funds received from Green Acres will be reimbursed as 80% to the Warren County Trust Fund and 20% to the Greenwich Township Open Space Trust Fund.  Mayor Zelley informed that a modification to the application was made due to the recent purchase of land along the corridor to be used as a residence.  He stated that he has modified the application to move the walkway on the other side of the creek in this area.

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli authorizing Mayor Zelley to sign the Grant Agreement for the County Open Space, Recreation, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund / Pohatcong Creek Corridor Project.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

· COMMITTEEWOMAN PASQUARELLI

RECREATION FIELDS – Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that the search continues for acquiring land for additional athletic fields.  She had Engineer Finelli take a look at property that might be available for sale, this will further be discussed in Executive Session.  However, she stated that the Township has to move forward on this and needs to break grounds for fields this Spring 2001.

Halloween Parade was held and she stated that this was the biggest crowd ever.

The Recreation Commission is sponsoring Casino Nite on November 18th.  The cost is $25.00 per person.  

BACKSTOPS FOR BEATTY ROAD FIELDS- Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she has received quotes, Engineer Finelli needs to review the quotes received.  Later in the meeting would like to authorize expenditure from Capital Improvement for the funding of the backstops.

WEBSITE – Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the website work is still in progress and that it is looking good.  She informed that the website address is:  www.greenwichtownship.com
Comitteewoman Pasquarelli inquired from Attorney Peles as to the status of the Cell Tower Ordinance.  Attorney Peles stated that he was not directed to draft an Ordinance, and that there was discussion as to whether or not it would be wise to have an Ordinance in place.  Committeeman Esposito stated that on the Board of Adjustment level it was concluded through case law that it would be feasible to have an ordinance in place, however, it did not insure that cell towers would not be permitted.  Attorney Peles stated that he will research this issue and prepare a draft ordinance to be submitted to the Planning Board for the 35 day review.

· COMMITTEEMAN ESPOSITO

WYNDHAM FARM/ROCK WALL – Committeeman Esposito stated that the status to date is that the Mayor spoke with M. Rieder and proposed some ideas as to what to do with the wall.  We are waiting for a letter back from M. Rieder saying what he will or will not agree to.  To date, the letter has not been received.  The Mayor is prompting him resolve this issue.

· COMMITTEEMAN GURNEAK

SPEEDING – Committeeman Gurneak informed that he has spoken with David Hicks at the County concerning the roads.  The Committee is reviewing the request for the blinking light on South Main Street, the approximate cost is $30,000.  The County did agree to lower the speed limit when school is in session.  

EMERGENCY SQUAD – Committeeman Gurneak informed that the Emergency Squad is in the process of purchasing a new crash truck.  It will take 8-9 months to construct it and the cost will be $55,000

Committeeman Gurneak stated that he wanted to publicly thank the Emergency/Fire

Companies, who are volunteers, and that they do an excellent job in protecting our community. 

· COMMITTEEMAN FLEMING

Bids have been received to provide the concrete flooring for the new storage shed.  Committeeman Fleming stated that the lowest bid received was from Pride Construction in the amount of $3,600.  He would like to have the Committee authorize construction of the new concrete floor for this building.

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to award the bid to Pride Construction in the amount of $3,600 for the construction of a new concrete floor for the new storage shed.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

STRYKER’S ROAD UPDATE – Engineer Finelli informed that the project is still at status quo from last months meeting, however, he has heard that the Township will be receiving notification of a relatively substantial grant from the State, that will hopefully come out this month.  The stripping recommendation, Finelli informed that he received a phone call from Dennis Losco the owner of Superior Quartz, who expressed concern regarding close call accidents at this intersection on Stryker’s Road. There was discussion of having the Public Works Dept paint a 100 ft center line stripe at the intersection and a possible stop bar to keep cars channeled into the right hand lane. Engineer Finelli will contact County Engineer Dave Hicks to discuss this issue and to coordinate a solution that would be appropriate.

RECREATIONAL FIELDS


Beatty’s Road Fields; Backstop/Fencing Purchase

FIRST READING

ORDINANCE 2000-11

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $15,000 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE PURCHASE OF BACKSTOP/FENCING 

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve for first reading Ordinance 2000-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Recreational Fields / Block 23.14, Lot 2:  Greenwich Chase Property, Letter of Acceptance – Engineer Finelli referred to his letter dated November 6, 2000, which informed that previously the Committee had awarded the contract for the grading of this lot to Willever Excavating in the amount o $4,300.  He informed that on October 26, 2000 he performed an inspection of the work and he found the work to be satisfactory and consistent with the original contractual agreement.  He recommended that the Committee approve payment to Willever Excavating in the amount of $4,300.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve payment to Willever Excavating for $4,300 for the grading project located at Greenwich Chase, Block 23.14, Lot 2.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

FUTURE DEDICATIONS / GREENWICH CHASE, PHASE I – Engineer Finelli informed that this project will be the next slated project to be considered for dedication.  He will be contacting Joe Pryor to coordinate punchlists that will need to be performed regarding the pump station.  Also, will be requesting from Toll information regarding contractors that previously performed the snow removal work for this phase.  

STEWARTS HUNT DEDICATION – Engineer Finelli informed that he wrote a letter dated November 6, 2000 recommending that the governing body by Resolution approve the improvements determined to be complete and satisfactory.  He also informed Toll Brothers, Inc. that the effective date of the Maintenance Guarantee shall be coincident with the date of the adoption of the Resolution which accepts the Stewarts Hunt municipal improvements.  The term of the Maintenance Guarantee will be for a period of two (2) years commencing with the date of acceptance by the Township.  Prior to the expiration date of the Maintenance Guarantee, an inspection of all improvements covered with the Guarantee will be conducted by his office.  If, at that time, any improvements are found to be defective and/or in need of repair or replacement, a punchlist will be generated and provided to Toll.  Attorney Peles prepared a Resolution 2000-71 of Dedication of Stewarts Hunt development.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve Resolution 2000-71 – Dedication of Stewarts Hunt development.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TRANSPORTATION ENCHANCEMENT PROGRAM – Engineer Finelli informed that this will be discussed at the December meeting.

OLD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK – Engineer Finelli informed that this also will be discussed at the December meeting, at this time, the bid specifications are not complete.

NEW JERSEY TREE PLANTING GRANT – Engineer Finelli informed that he wrote a letter to the Committee dated November 9, 2000 regarding the notice of bid award for this grant.  He informed that three (3) bids were received for the project.  Upon review of the quotes received, it was determined that The Garden Depot was the lowest responsible bidder.  He informed that the total amount of tree for the grant is 45 with a total adjusted cost of $8,802.00, also 13 cubic yards of mulch was included to bring the total amount of the bid award to $9,036.00.  A 1/3 voucher was submitted from Garden Depot of $3,012.00 and he recommended that the Committee approve payment of the deposit .

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve the payment of 1/3 deposit of $3,012.00 to Garden Depot, with the remaining balance to be paid when the project is complete.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the meeting to the public for public comment.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT

Frank Marchetta of Dillon Drive – Thanked the Committee for their support regarding the Wyndham Farm Blvd matter.  He stated in looking at the map regarding farmland preservation, he noticed that there was a section on the map behind the Toll Brothers development that was not shaded in and it is adjacent to land that has been protected.  Mayor Zelley stated that he will look at the map with Frank during the break and they can discuss this further.

Bill Brodniak of Curtis Court – Inquired as to the status of paving the roads on Wyndham Farm Blvd and Greenwich Street.  Finelli informed that he has met with Steve Poles from M.Rieder Companies asking the same question as to why these roads are not paved.  He informed that the contractor will be coming in Tuesday or Wednesday of next week to pave a portion of Wyndham Farm Blvd topcoat, and that intersection, as well to reconstruct the south side.   He inquired regarding a recent meeting of the Planning Board the Mayor stated regarding the Larkin proposal, that Phillipsburg is at full capacity and he is having a tough time getting enough capacity for the school. In looking at the Master Plan, we are looking at an additional 1,000 residental units to be put into the Township and probably another 5 million square feet of non-residential , since Phillipsburg is our supplier of sewerage treatment, they are at full capacity, what other options are there.  Mayor Zelley informed that Phillipsburg is putting an addition on their plant, and the Master Plan is not meant to be built out in the next 10 or 20 years, it is really a 50 year plan.  The Phillipsburg plant will probably be done in five years.  Phillipsburg has very little capacity left, we can force our hand when it comes to the school or a municipal building that’s it.  Your development was protected as part of the COAH lawsuit, but anything that is not part of this suit would have a hard time in getting approval.  Mayor Zelley told Mr. Brodniak to call him anytime he has any questions regarding the Master Plan.  

John Toth of Washington Valley Drive – Inquired as to the status of the Daycare Center.  Mayor Zelley informed that they have direct contact with the lead person David Niles from the homeowners association, and he also gets copies of the letters.  There hasn’t been anything new in the past month.  Mr. Toth also expressed concerns regarding the sidewalk on Lot 2.  Engineer Finelli informed that he spoke with Steve Poles that this is not a negiotiable issue the property needs to be graded, and there was discussion regarding the construction of a sidewalk.  Mr. Poles will left him know if the sidewalk will be constructed by M. Rieder.

Bill Greeno of Dillon Drive -  Asked if the Smart Growth will limit the Township’s power over the easement on Wyndham Farm Blvd.  Mayor Zelley informed that he will look into any limitations regarding the easement in conjunction with this grant.

Thomas Bolger of Dori Place  - Stated that he has concerned about the possibility of attaching a roadway to the shopping center. Asked if there is plans to put in another road off of exit 4.  Mayor Zelley stated regarding the Circulation Plan, that there will be several public meetings with the Planning Board. He also stated that everyone on the Committee is totally opposed to having an interchange at say the Beatty’s Road area.  

Chris Loper of Thomas Carling Drive - Questioned when is the street lights going to be turned on.  Mayor Zelley informed that Committeeman Esposito is working on that and they can contact him directly.

Peter Rygiel of Marlin Farm Road – Asked about the yellow sections on the open space map, questioned when they will be going into the green status.  Mayor Zelley responded hopefully in 2001.  The section next to Stewarts Hunt is going to go first, they actually have a contract and are negiotiating the amount.  The County is working very hard on this.  The Township has agreed to pay $1,000 per acre as a premium to take this under Farmland Preservation project.  The State and the County are picking up the $6,600/ acre on top of that.  Also Mr. Rygiel asked if the State would consider moving the location of the weigh station further down Route 78 near the prisons.  Mayor Zelley responded that the State performed feasibility studies regarding locations and it was deemed not acceptable, they did not have the right of way that was needed.  Pohatcong Township was looked at and there was the issue regarding the grasslands area, which is protected so this was not considered.  Mayor Zelley informed that it is going into Greenwich Township, he meet with the Governor and he inquired from her regarding a host community fee. He spoke with Senator Schluter and he agreed regarding the host community fee and he is going to sponsor legistation to have a host community fee for Greenwich.  He informed if this goes through the Township would get a substantial check every year from the State which would be utilized in helping with the schools, and emergency services.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked Engineer Finelli as to the status of the traffic engineer’s report.  He responded that he has not heard from the engineering firm doing the work.  He will contact the engineer to get the status of completion of this report. 

Ken Thoms of Birch Lane – Had concerns regarding Trick or Treat and the times that it is set for.  He asked if the Committee could extend the time one more hour, since people who are working to not get home from work until after 5:00 PM.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the times and dates are coordinated with surrounding communities.  This topic will be discussed at a six- area dinner closer to Halloween.

Wentsai Wang of Brill Road – Informed the Committee that she is concerned for the safety of the children at the bus stop located on Greenwich Street.  She informed that there are 26 kids for the special services bus to Phillipsburg Christian Academy.  She stated that she has sent letter to the County regarding this and she has not received any responses.  Mayor Zelley informed that he is aware of her concerns, and he is liason to the School Board and he stated that they too are aware of her concerns and are looking into this.  He informed that the County has agreed to lower the speed limit on Greenwich Street to 35 mph along the areas of her concerns.  He stated that this too is an issue that the Warren County Special Services would need to address.

Andrew Sona – Asked if the Mayor could send a letter to the County asking for their help.  Mayor Zelley stated that if it helps, he will send a letter of support from the Committee asking the County to address this issue.

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a ten minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to come out of recess and open the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED
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