        November 13, 2003

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  

Brian Visconti was sworn in as Committeeman by Attorney Jost to fill the unexpired term ending 12/31/04.


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Brian Visconti, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Special Sewer Attorney Brent Carney, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  October 2, 2003 & October 16, 2003

                  Executive Session:  October 2, 2003 & October  16, 2003

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the October 2, 2003 regular and executive session minutes ( October 16th hold over to December meeting)

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve items #2, and #3 of the Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli, Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Attorney Jim Pfeiffer representing NAPA stated that at the last meeting he was present and there was discussion regarding any type of agreement that the Township entered into with NAPA regarding sewer.  He informed that is reflected in previous minutes official action of the Committee authorizing NAPA to connect to the sewer.  Mayor Blaszka informed that at the advice of counsel that this subject will be discussed in executive session.  

Janet Comerford, President of Greenwich Township Recreation Commission – addressed the Committee regarding her pending resignation.  She informed that she has not submitted a resignation letter to the Recreation Commission or Township at this time.  She informed that she discussed with members of the Commission that she will be resigning from Recreation informing that in late spring of 2004 she will be moving out of Greenwich.  She informed the Committee that with her discussion with the Recreation that she advised them of this move and suggested that they start looking for her replacement.

Joe Mecsey, Fire Chief – He discussed with the Committee the issue of the fire equipment that is stored outside.  He informed that he made phone calls to Elaine and directed that the equipment as promised was to be put into the Township garage.  He stated that the delay in informing the Road Foreman and the sudden action taken to put the equipment into the garage has created problems between himself and the Road Foreman.  He stated that the members of the fire department feel that they are being pushed to the wayside that the Committee is more concerned with open space and saving the school budget than the real issues of the municipality.  He also discussed with the Committee the inspection report from PEOSHA dated in June.  He stated that nothing has been done with the issues relative to the firehouse.  

Mrs. Wakefield – questioned the Committee if they had any plans on lowering the sewer taxes.  Also she stated that she is concerned about the safety in the schools.  She stated that we are not providing enough protection.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Visconti to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Municipal Budget 

Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia informed the Committee that he has not presented to the Committee a budget report due to the fact that the meeting is earlier this month and the bills have not been processed.  Once they are finished he will provide a budget report to the Committee.

Resolution 2003-60
Tax Lien Redemption

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2003-60

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

Second Reading / Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2003-13

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2003-13

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2003-13

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt Ordinance 2003-13

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Job Responsibilities

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the amended job responsibilities for the Township Committee

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

School Board Shared Services

Mayor Blaszka informed that while at the conference in Atlantic City he will gather as much information from the vendors relative to shared services

Referendum

Mayor Blaszka thanked the children who helped to distribute the open space flyer throughout the Township to the residents.  Committeeman Marchetta thanked the open space committee for their presentation on the open space referendum, also congratulated the residents of Greenwich Township for overwhelmingly voting yes as stated in the Express Times newspaper to the open space referendum.  He stated that this is an important step for the Township and he is personally committed to continuing to aggressively pursuing open space.  The yes vote was 654, 365 voted no regarding the referendum.

Capital Projects Special Meeting

The Township Committee agreed to schedule the special meeting for December 22, 2003 at 7:30 P.M.

Deputy Mayor Emiliani

911 Coordinator

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Committee that she has been working with Joseph Mecsey, 911 Coordinator relative to an incident with Warren County Communications and Sprint Telephone.  She informed that addresses in the southern part of the Township might not be 100% correct in the dispatcher’s data.  She stated that the telephone company has the new address listed on the phone bill, however in their database they still have some of the old address listed.  She stated that this situation is being taken care of.  Mr. Mecsey will follow up with the County to ensure that the correct address is in the database.

Proposed Ordinance:  Police Dept / No Overnight Parking Violations

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that she has spoken with Attorney Jost regarding this issue and he will be drafted an ordinance for the Committee to consider introduction.  Chief Willever has advised that tractor-trailers are parking overnight at several of the commercial areas.

Fire Department Equipment

Committeewoman Emiliani informed the Fire Chief had previously requested storing of the fire equipment for the winter because of the water that is stored in the equipment couldn’t be left outside during the winter months.  At this time the equipment is being stored in the road department garage.

Proposed New Firehouse Update

Committeewoman Emiliani stated that this would be addressed at the special capital improvements meeting scheduled in December.  

Emergency Squad – Banquet 11/15

Committeewoman Emiliani stated as a reminder the Emergency Squad would be holding a banquet this Saturday, November 15th.

Animal Control

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Animal Control Officer would be hosting a free rabies clinic in January. 

Committeeman Marchetta

Committeeman Marchetta addressed the comments made by Fire Chief Mecsey.  He apologized to Mr. Mecsey for not addressing this issue sooner with the Road Department Foreman.

Road Department Update



Purchase of Snow blower

Committeeman Marchetta requested approval from the Committee to purchase a snow blower at the cost of $2,499.95.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to authorize the purchase of a snow blower in the amount of $2,499.95.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Sewer Subcommittee

a) Letter to NJDEP – Motion to approve

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed the Committee that there is a letter in their agenda packet to the NJDEP drafted by Engineer Pryor.  She stated that is related to the Mederex application.  Engineer Finelli informed that their was action taken by this Committee previously this year to sign off on a resolution to agree to entertain a revision to the wastewater management plan which would allow Mederex to expand their septic to allow for the office expansion that they propose.  He informed that this resolution was submitted to the NJDEP in September, the NJDEP has come back and has asked for the Township’s acknowledgement that we will be examining the entire Township’s wastewater management plan in particular the southerly area were Mederex is contained.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize Committeewoman Pasquarelli to sign the letter dated November 10th, to the NJDEP regarding the WQMP and the Township Wastewater Management Plan with the proposed Mederex revision.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

Marchetta

MOTION CARRIED

NAPA Request for Sewer Service – Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that this would be discussed in Executive Session.

School District Allocation and Connection Fees – Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that a letter has been drafted to go to the school district as a follow up to ongoing issue related to paying the fees.  Chief Financial Officer Della Pia has been working hard on going back through the records for the last six years to answer questions related to what Phillipsburg is asking regarding sewer connection fee payments.

Sewer Utility Fees

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that now is the time of year that this needs to be reviewed from a financial standpoint.  Information has been requested from the Sewer Collector and the CFO and is being provided to Engineer Pryor who is going to review.  She stated that the bills are going out in January and that is why they are starting the process now.

Planning Board Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that at the last meeting there was an application for a commercial/office building at the intersection of Greenwich Street and Route 22.  She also informed that they received word that the Pulte application has been delayed further and that they are not planning on coming in until the early part of 2004.

Committeeman Visconti

Update on Recreation Committee



Janet Comerford Resignation – Process for filling that position

Committeeman Visconti informed the Committee that Janet would not be seeking the Presidency of the Recreation Commission come January 2004.  He stated that Janet has done an outstanding job as the President.  

State Building Department



Update on support provided to Greenwich residents

Committeeman Visconti informed that the State took over the building department in July 2003.  He contacted Chuck Herring of the State Building Department regarding the issuance of permits.  He informed that they have done approximately 250 inspections.  He informed that there has been positive feedback that the transition has gone smoothly.  

Ad-Hoc Recreation & Park Development Committee Update

Committeeman Visconti updated the Committee regarding the progress of this committee.  He stated that they have had three meetings to date and that he is pleased with the progress and participation of the members.  They are working on conceptual maps with this project.  He informed that they have initial soft data regarding this project.  

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

STRYKER’S ROAD
· This item has been discussed numerous times at length over the past several years.  At some point, the Township Committee will need to communicate with the affected property owners (Louis Hadju and Dennis Losco of Superior Quartz) in an effort to quantify the potential costs to the Township to secure the necessary ROW associated with the “new” realignment.

· He is pleased to report that the Township was awarded a third grant in the amount of $150,000.00 as part of our recent application to the NJDOT through the Transportation Trust Fund.  This brings the total grant award for the Stryker’s Road project to $478,000.00.

· Based upon the current work being performed by the County along Route 519, the Township will need to make a decision on whether or not to maintain the existing left turn restriction from Stryker’s Road to County Route 519 North.  He suggested getting some input from Dave Hicks, P.E., Warren County Engineer, in conjunction with any decision the Township may make.

FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Greenwich Chase, Phase 7

· This is the remaining phase within Greenwich Chase yet to be dedicated.  Toll Brothers has not contacted his office recently regarding any outstanding issues, which may exist relative to the Township’s acceptance of this phase of the development.  However, he would presume that Toll Brothers will be pursuing this in the near future and potential dedication of this final section could occur within the next few months.

· Wyndham Farm

· Separate letters have been sent by Attorney Jost (9/19/03) and our office (9/26/03), respectively, to M. Rieder Companies, which outlined the outstanding work to be completed, and the timeframes associated with same in an effort towards dedication of the subdivision and acceptance of the improvements by the municipality.  As of this date, none of the work, as listed in either Attorney Jost’s or our office’s letters, has been completed.  In fact, there has been no interaction between our office and M. Rieder Companies since mid-September, 2003.

GREENFIELDS @ GREENWICH, SECTION III

· As reported at the October 16, 2003 meeting, all work which was previously outstanding at the project had been completed to the satisfaction of our office.  At this juncture, Attorney Jost is coordinating with the developer’s attorney, Scott Ferguson, in an effort to bring this project towards dedication.  
HAMLEN PROPERTY

· As previously requested, his office prepared a plan, which depicted various out parcel options (7, 10, 15 and 20 Ac.) for a municipally owned portion of the overall 114 Ac. tract.  This plan has been reviewed and discussed at previous Township Committee Meetings.  The Township Committee must still render a decision on how large of an out parcel they may wish to extract from the overall tract.  Attorney Jost will need to advise the Committee on the timing for making this decision.

· As authorized by the Township Committee at the October 16, 2003 meeting, his office performed a number of soil logs and permeability tests of the subject property for the purposes of determining the suitability of the property for the construction of an on-lot septic system.  These results and a map with the corresponding test locations will be forwarded to all parties under separate cover.  In addition to the soils testing performed by his office, a number of test pits were excavated and examined by a geotechnical consultant, Matt Mulhall of M2 Associates.  Mr. Mulhall indicated that test pits 1 and 2 exhibited no apparent restrictions relative to any future building construction based upon his preliminary site inspection.

SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT (2003 NJDOT GRANT)

· Engineer Finelli informed that he has received confirmation from the NJDEP that our Stream Encroachment Application has been received and deemed complete.  The 90-day review period has commenced, effective September 23, 2003.  He expects a response from the NJDEP prior to the end of this year.
PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP)

· His office previously completed the Phase II Sanitary Sewer Flow Build-out Analysis as required by the NJDEP.  This report was forwarded to the NJDEP on July 16, 2003.  All members of the Township Committee were previously provided a copy of this report.  A brief summary of the status of this project was provided by me at the July 17, 2003 Committee Meeting.  At this juncture, we are still waiting for the NJDEP to issue a summary report, which will combine the information supplied by each of the five (5) respective municipalities.

PENDING NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· Previously this year, Engineer Finelli provided a cursory synopsis of the pending regulations and distributed an informational handout to the Township Committee.  At this time, he is unaware of any definitive timeframe for the adoption of the regulations.  He will continue to keep the Committee apprised, as these regulations get closer to becoming legislation.
WASHINGTON STREET WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTION

· At the October, 2003 Committee Meeting, he was asked to contact Dave Hicks, P.E., Warren County Engineer, regarding the potential feasibility and likelihood of the Township implementing a weight limit restriction on Washington Street.  He has spoken with Mr. Hicks regarding this matter.  Mr. Hicks was going to research his files regarding the County’s history of Washington Street and any potential weight limit restriction previously considered and advise me accordingly.  
CAPITAL FACILITIES

· The Capital Facilities Planning Committee met on September 16, 2003 and, most recently, on October 7, 2003.  There has been representation from nearly all Township departments (Fire, Emergency Squad, Police, Court, DPW, etc.) during these meetings.  Tom Kocubinski, AIA, and himself provided the Committee with an “abbreviated” presentation at the October 16, 2003 meeting in order to update the full Committee on the progress they have made to date.

· It was deemed necessary for the Township Committee to schedule a Special Meeting with the Capital Facilities Planning Committee to hear a complete and detailed presentation from the project architect and himself in an effort to define both the long-term and short-term capital facilities planning goals of the Township.  The meeting is scheduled for December 22, 2003. 

GREENWICH CHASE, SECTIONS IV, VI & VIII

· Engineer Finelli informed that the Maintenance Bonds for these three (3) sections of Greenwich Chase are slated to expire on December 20, 2003 (Section VIII) and December 28, 2003 (Section IV & VI), respectively.  At the October 2, 2003 Committee Meeting, his office was authorized to proceed with the necessary site inspections and develop the appropriate maintenance bond release punch list letters.  His office has completed the necessary fieldwork and is in the process of completing the final correspondence.  He hopes to forward the final maintenance bond punch list release letters within the next week.

PUMP STATION

· Consumers New Jersey Water Co. has contacted my office regarding securing approval from the Township Committee on a quote for extra work at the pump station.  The work in question consists of the removal of pump #2, the inspection of the discharge gasket, the replacement of the gasket and the re-installation of the pump.  The cost for this work has been quoted by Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Inc. (Rapid Pumps) at $1,347.00.  He has been hesitant to give Jon Hartzell (Consumers) approval on this work without securing the Committee’s authorization in advance.  Please be advised that the same work being quoted at this time for pump #2 has previously been performed on pump #1 and is generally considered routine preventive maintenance.  He requested that the Committee permit him to inform Mr. Hartzell to proceed with authorizing the work in question.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize John Hartzell of Consumers Water Company to hire Rapid Pump & Meter Service Co., Inc at a cost of $1,347.00 for the replacement of the gasket and the re-installation of the pump.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion authorizing Engineer Finelli to contact Consumer New Jersey Water Company to request their agreement to act as the Township contact for the underground utility registration and mark out, seconded by Mayor Blaszka.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Walter Matuch a resident of Greenwich Township thanked the Committee for entering into the shared services with the school board in an effort to help to keep the taxes down.  He asked if the Committee considered sharing the facilities of the firehouse with the post office at a new facility.  He stated that he doesn’t think that there should be a sewerage treatment plant in the township because of the pollution to the water system in the Musconetcong river.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that the township previously fought to not allow any treatment plant in the Township and at this time, there are no plans for any type of treatment plant in the Township.  She stated that she would call him early next week to discuss this further with him.

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a five-minute recess

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to come back from recess and reopen the meeting

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED


Mayor Blaszka made a motion to approve the Township Engineer’s contact as reviewed and approved by the Township Attorney, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve payment to Dorf & Dorf, Labor Attorney for $550.60

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani

Opposed:

Marchetta, Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to enter into an agreement for snow plowing with the Board of Education starting the first snowfall and ending April 2004.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to reconsider NAPA’s request to revise the wastewater management plan and have data submitted to Engineer Joseph Pryor for his review and also to require that NAPA provide data of its allegation that it can not replace its existing sewer system

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Emiliani

Opposed:

Marchetta

Abstain:

Blaszka

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the contract with MLC as revised by Attorney Jost

Voting in favor:
Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, and Blaszka

Opposed:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to accept the resignation of Brian Visconti from the Board of Adjustment.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting at 12:04 A.M.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk

