December 15, 2005

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ

The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present: Deputy Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  Absent from the meeting:  Mayor Brian Visconti

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer



Police Report


Building Department Report

     2.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve the above listed Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Retirement from 2005 Township Committee

Award Presentation Marking Their Achievements:

Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli

Committeeman Frank Marchetta
Deputy Mayor Blaszka presented plaques to Committeewoman Pasquarelli and Committeeman Marchetta for their years of service on the Township Committee

Deputy Mayor Blaszka informed Committeewoman Pasquarelli that since this was her last meeting on the Committee she was to preside as Chairman for the meeting in Mayor Visconti’s absence.

· PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Gerald Lee of 1141 Monroe Drive – Discussed with the Committee his concerns regarding the recent fire in his neighborhood.  He had concerns regarding the fire hydrants.  He inquired if the Township had a program for flushing the hydrants.  He was informed that the Water Company is responsible for flushing the hydrants which they do.  He also inquired as to who is responsible for the removal of snow around the hydrants. Chief Mecsey informed that the Fire Company does this as a goodwill gesture.  He questioned if there was a water pressure problem from the hydrants the day of the fire.  Chief Mecsey responded that there was no water pressure problem.  He stated that two hours after the fire started the roof was still in flames.  Chief Mecsey responded that the fire had been burning for quite some time before the Fire Company was notified.  He stated that the fire was in the voids in the house, he stated that he did not want to disclose any further information because of  the investigation.

Joe Gurneak of 110 Kennedy Mill Road – He informed that certain developments that were constructed back the 1970’s had  aluminimum wiring.  He stated that we should inform residents to check out the wiring in their house.  Also commended the Road Department regarding the snow plowing throughout the Township.

Dave Lorimor – Wyndham Farm Development – Questioned how many volunteer man hours has the Fire Company had.  Chief Mecsey stated that there is over 18,000 man hours and they had 225 calls for this year.

Troy Rush – 110 Washington Street – Stated that it is disheartening to the volunteers, stated that they feel bad about the fire, however, quite sad to hear about the rumors circulating regarding the Fire Co.

RESOLUTIONS

2005-56 Appropriations Transfer Resolution

2005-57 Chapter 159 - $38,000 Highlands Grant

Both Resolutions were tabled, to be addressed at 12/29 meeting

ENGINEER FINELLI

1. STRYKER’S ROAD
· His office was able to complete the design plans for the project and he submitted same to the NJDOT on June 1, 2005 to meet the deadline which was placed upon the Township by the NJDOT.  It is important to note that since the project will be jointly bid with Warren County in the Spring of 2006, he has not done any project specifications at this time.  This work will be coordinated with the County prior to the bidding of the project in 2006.  He has been in recent contact with the County Engineering Department and will continue to move forward regarding the coordination of the bidding of this project and the preparation of project specifications.

· He has been in recent contact with James Harding, NJDOT District I Region Manager, regarding the joint bidding and contractual procedures associated with the Township and Warren County jointly bidding this project.  Mr. Harding indicated that the procedure is fairly straight forward and he would be forwarding me all the necessary paperwork and supporting documents required by the NJDOT for a jointly bid project.  At this time, it appears that the County will be the lead agency from a contractual standpoint.  If that is indeed the case, the Township and County will need to enter into an Interlocal Agreement regarding the funding and contractual responsibilities of each entity.

· It is important to note that the design of the reconfigured traffic signal to facilitate a four-way signal at Dumont Road/Route 519/Rath’s driveway has been completed by Lublanecki Engineering Inc. and his office.  The plans for the traffic signal have been previously forwarded to the County for their review and preliminary review comments have recently been received by his office.  He will continue to work with both Walt Lublanecki, P.E. (the Township’s Traffic Engineer who also designed the existing traffic signal for the County) and the County Engineer’s Office to secure local approval of this signal prior to it being forwarded to the NJDOT for their approval.

· He met with Walt Lublanecki and  Dave Hicks, P.E., on November 3, 2005 to finalize some of the remaining issues associated with the reconfigured traffic signal and Route 519 improvements.  He believes he will be able to satisfy the County’s comments and, subsequent to their anticipated approval, the traffic signal plans will be forwarded to the NJDOT for their approval.

· Please note that the current design plan which was submitted to the NJDOT includes both a left turn at Stryker’s Road onto CR 519 North and a relocated “exit-only” driveway from Rath’s Deli to a reconfigured four-way traffic signal directly across from Dumont Road.  This design was the culmination of numerous meetings and reviews by the Warren County Engineering Department.

2. FUTURE DEDICATIONS

· Wyndham Farm

· It is my understanding that this litigation has now been settled and the project and associated improvements are covered under the maintenance bond as per the settlement agreement between the Township and MRC.  His office is still involved with this project from an overall administrative standpoint with regards to such items as sinkhole remediation, tree replacement and other bonded improvements.

3. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH, PHASE I

· The construction phase of the project is now 100% complete.  The final outstanding item was the installation of 14 shade trees along Greenwich Street adjacent to the bike path which here recently installed.  He have previously developed and forwarded the final NJDOT close-out documents for the project via correspondence, dated September 7, 2005, which should secure the balance of grant monies ($42,520) due the Township for this project.

4. GREENWICH STREET BIKE PATH, PHASE II

· Under separate cover, his office will be forwarding a correspondence, dated December 9, 2005, which contains Voucher #2/Change Orders #2 and 3 which represents the payment due the contractor for this project at this juncture.  Please refer to this correspondence for additional details.

· It is important to note that Change Order #3, as referenced above, includes the costs associated with the sidewalk extension across the “Day Care Center” property frontage extending the sidewalk/bike path to its terminus at Washington Valley Drive.  This additional cost and work was previously approved by the Township Committee at the November 10, 2005 Committee Meeting.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve Change Orders 2 & 3 to Pave-King and approve voucher to Pave-King.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

5. SOUTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK EXTENSION PROJECT

· The pedestrian bridge crossing the Merrill Creek was placed on October 11, 2005.  At this juncture, the project is now 100% complete.

6. NEW JERSEY STATE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

· The regulations have been adopted and here effective as of February 2, 2004.  The Township had previously received their Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program Requirements package from the NJDEP.  His office, on behalf of the Township, forwarded the completed Request for Authorization (RFA) form and Grant Application to the NJDEP on March 2, 2004.  He has received the approved stormwater general permit from the NJDEP.  The permit # is NJPDES: NJG0153842/PI ID#: 198015.  The Effective Date of Permit Authorization (EDPA) is April 1, 2004.  The Township is now “on the clock” relative to compliance with the new regulations.
· His office has recently received a Fiscal Year 2005 grant application from the NJDEP associated with another round of funding associated with the Stormwater Management Plan development and implementation process. The State has allocated $6 million for this grant program.  He previously forwarded this grant application on behalf of the Township to the NJDEP.

· His office has completed the Township’s Stormwater Management Plan and presented the plan to the Planning Board at a Special Meeting on June 29, 2005.  The plan was unanimously adopted by the Planning Board and a Resolution of Endorsement was adopted at the July 13, 2005 meeting.  He had previously forwarded copies of the plan to all Township Committee Members for their information.

· Joe Nalio of his office has been working on the various aspects and details associated with the implementation of the requirements of the stormwater management regulations.  In that capacity, Joe has developed a manual for the Township DPW’s use in conjunction with their reporting of the various tasks they are responsible for as per the new stormwater management regulations.  Joe Nalio met with Kimberly Viscomi, Township Clerk, on October 31, 2005, in an effort to review the manual and discuss the implementation of the regulations and the Township’s responsibilities for same.  John Howell was scheduled to be at this meeting as hell, but was unable to attend.  He will continue to coordinate with Kim Viscomi and John Howell as we continue to move forward.

7. NEW FIRE HOUSE

· His office has completed considerable work on the Site Plan development phase of the project.  When he is authorized by the Township Committee to resume work on the project, he will continue to coordinate with Tom Kocubinski’s office regarding the development of the construction drawings and overall project bid package.  He is well over 80% complete with the design work associated with the Site Plan development phase of this project.  At this juncture, his office has ceased work on the project until the budgetary issues associated with the entire project have been resolved.  Based upon the action of the Township Committee to reserve a 20 Ac. exception area, the firehouse will be situated within this 20 Ac. portion of the property.

8. GREENWICH STREET SIDEWALK EXT.:  DAY CARE CENTER PROPERTY
· He was pleased to report that this section of sidewalk was completed as an extension to the Greenwich Street Bike Path, Phase II project as per the Committee’s approval at the November 10, 2005 meeting.  The costs for this additional work are included within Voucher #2 and Change Order #3 for the Greenwich Street Bike Path, Phase II project (ref. item #4 within this report).

9. WEIGH STATION CONSTRUCTION IMPACT ON NEW VILLAGE ROAD
· The Township Committee previously authorized hisr office to send a letter to the NJDOT making them aware of the Township’s concerns relative to the degradation to New Village Road and to alert them to this matter in order to properly document the situation in question as hell as to request confirmation from the NJDOT regarding their intent to restore the roadway to its original condition.

10. TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL COMPLEX (HAMLEN PROPERTY)
· The Township Committee authorized his office to proceed with the design work associated with the new Township Recreational Complex at the August 18, 2005 Committee Meeting and as per our August 16, 2005 Memo to the Committee.  Should any Members of the Township Committee have any questions regarding the scope of work in question, he recommended that you refer to our Memo, dated August 16, 2005, which details and outlines the various engineering design services, including the preparation of contract bid documents in conjunction with this project.

· His office continues to work on the design of the subject improvements and are approximately 50% complete as of the date of this report.  He will continue to proceed on the design phase of the project and keep the Committee apprised of the status of same on a monthly basis.

11. TOWNSHIP RECREATIONAL COMPLEX (GREEN ACRES LOAN)
· Per a request from Greg Blaszka, his office performed some research regarding the Township reapplying for a second round of funding through Green Acres on this project.  He spoke with Cecile Murphy at Green Acres regarding the procedure, timing, submission deadline, etc. associated with an additional round of funding.

· The Township needs only to submit a letter of request to secure any additional components of funding.  The deadline for submitting the request to her for 2006 funding is February 15, 2006.  His office had drafted a request letter which was forwarded to Mayor Visconti for signature as per the Township Committee’s approval and authorization at the November 10, 2005 Committee Meeting.

12. PEDOPHILE FREE ZONE MAPPING
· As per the Township’s adoption of the ordinance regulating pedophile free zones and the 3,000 ft. boundary line established for this zone, his office has forwarded and provided the Township with numerous copies of the map.  These where forwarded to Kim Viscomi, Township Clerk, on November 19, 2005.

13. PHILLIPSBURG REGIONAL WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP)

· His office has been requested to partake in a collective and joint venture with the other adjacent sending municipalities (Pohatcong, Lopatcong and Alpha) to develop new and current municipal WMPs.  This task is being required as a result of the current litigation betheen Alpha 519, LLC and the Borough of Alpha.  Along with Joe Pryor, he will be updating and revising our Township WMP to reflect the new wastewater conditions subsequent to the adoption of our new Master Plan.  As per the terms of the court order, the Township has until June 7, 2006 to prepare and submit an “approvable” WMP to the NJDEP.

· A joint meeting between all parties was held with the NJDEP on Wednesday, October 26, 2005 in Trenton to discuss the details and timeframes associated with the individual municipalities completing their WMPs and subsequently, the Town of Phillipsburg submitting a regional WMP.  The Town of Phillipsburg has until March 7, 2007 to submit a regional WMP to the NJDEP.  Please note that this effort and the tasks in question are somewhat of a continuation of the regional WMP work which was started a few years ago, but was abandoned shortly thereafter.

14. 20/20 HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

· His office has been working closely with Kim Viscomi, Chief Guzzo and Fire Chief Mecsey on the development of this plan as required by FEMA.  Jim Daley from our office has been the primary contact person developing the various maps and other supporting documents as requested by Ms. Viscomi and as required in conjunction with the development of this plan.   At this juncture, the work is approximately 60-65% complete.

15. 2005 TAX MAP UPDATES

· His office has recently completed the 2005 tax map updates for the Township.  Eloise Hagaman, Township Tax Assessor, had supplied his office with the required update information.  The revised tax maps will be forwarded shortly to Eloise Hagaman and the County.  The Township will be provided with additional copies for their own use and reference.

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

· SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-20

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING AN EXCHANGE OF VACANT LAND WITH PICC LAND MANAGEMENT, LLC
Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-20

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-20

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt Ordinance 2005-20

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to authorize the Deputy Mayor to sign the contract with PICC Land Management, LLC

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti, Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Brian Viscont

· Reminder:  2005 Township Committee Close-Out Meeting 12/29/05

· Quotes received for new office furniture for:

Township Clerk Office

Deputy Township Clerk/Tax Office

Quotes were received from Jiorle’s Office Supplies and Office Solutions for the above mentioned office furniture.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve the quote to Jiorle’s Office Supplies in the amount of $7,885.15

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Greg Blaszka

· Historical Update

The Historical Commission has provided candles to the residents along North Main Street, South Main Street, Washington Street and Greenwich Street to be lit on Christmas Eve.

Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli

· Resolution 2005-54

Resolution approving rules and regulations for the Township of Greenwich Sewer Utility

TABLE UNTIL 12/29 MEETING

· Resolution 2005-55

Resolution authorizing execution of “Agreement regarding Sewer Service between Larken Associates and Township of Greenwich

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2005-55

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Motion to authorize the procurement of the Operation and Maintenance of the Wastewater Collection System Contract

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize the procurement of the Operation and Maintenance of the Wastewater Collection System Contract

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Motion to authorize the procurement of the Utility Repair Services Contract

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize the procurement of the Utility Repair Services Contract

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Motion to authorize Kupper Associates to proceed with the preparation of the WWMP 

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to authorize Kupper Associates to proceed with the preparation of the WWMP

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

· Sewer Subcommittee Report from November meeting

Review submitted report from November meeting, any questions contact Committeewoman Pasquarelli

· Highlands Council Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Highlands Council marked the one- year anniversary of the creation of the Council.  She informed that at the meeting held today they had intense discussion related to policy issues regarding the regional master plan.  The Highlands Council adopted a policy which separates any growth inducing elements of the Master Plan to make them discretionary elements of the Master Plan.  It means that a town who wants to conform to the regional Master Plan and derive all the benefits that the act allows that, but does not want to be forced into accepting any areas that are designated for growth, they will be able to confirm to all the environmental regulations and not have to take the growth element.  

· Smart Growth Grant Planning

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Township has received notification informing that the Township will not be receiving any funding through this grant.

Committeeman Frank Marchetta

· Loitering Ordinance 2005-18

Public Hearing/Adoption Scheduled for 12/29/05

· SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING

ORDINANCE 2005-19

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XVI (ZONING) OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY SO AS TO ADD A NEW SECTION 16-19D ENTITLED “REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENTS INCREASING THE TOWNSHIP’S GROWTH SHARE OBLIGATION FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING”
Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-19

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2005-19

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adopt Ordinance 2005-19

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Troy Rush of Washington Street – Informed the Committee that the Fire Company will once again ride throughout the Township with Santa Claus.  He also thanked Committeeman Marchetta and Committeewoman Pasquarelli for serving on the Township Committee.

As there was no further comment, Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public

Voting in favor:
Blaszka, Pasquarelli, Emiliani, Marchetta

Opposed:

None

Absent:

Visconti

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 P.M.

__________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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