December 18, 2004

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date with the following members present:  Mayor Gregory Blaszka, Deputy Mayor Elaine Emiliani, Committeeman Frank Marchetta, Committeeman Brian Visconti, Committeewoman Deborah Pasquarelli, Township Engineer Michael Finelli, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Chief Financial Officer Gregory Della Pia, Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  

The Flag Salute was repeated

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows: 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times, Phillipsburg Free Press, and the Newark Star Ledger newspapers 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township Bulletin Board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk".

· CONSENT AGENDA

"All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately".

1. Approval of Township Minutes:  

                  Regular Minutes:  October 16, 2003

                  Executive Session:  October  16, 2003

     2.   Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Tax Collector


Planning Board 



Municipal Court

Treasurer


Police Report


Building Department Report

    3.    Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the Consent Agenda

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Ray Tannella of Austin Circle – Questioned when the work was going to be completed in his development relative to the drainage problem.

Matt Klouser – Vice President of Fire Company – Thanked the Committee for their assistance in storing the additional fire equipment in the road department garage.  He stated that they had to respond to a call in Franklin Twsp with the tanker and there was no problem.  Thanked them for allowing the Fire Company to store the equipment in the garage.

Troy Rush – President of Fire Company -  Wanted to know the status of the PEOSHA report and status of fire house -  Mayor Blaszka informed this will be discussed at 12/22 mtg.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2003-64 Tax Lien Redemption

2003-65 Tax Lien Redemption

2003-66 Tax Lien Redemption

2003-67 Tax Lien Redemption

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve the above listed Resolutions

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Municipal Budget

CFO Della Pia informed the Committee that he will be working with the Clerk and meeting with Dept. Heads to go over their budget for 2004.  He informed that the vouchers need to be signed and in his office by Saturday morning for Julie to process the checks over the weekend.  He informed that a transfer resolution will be prepared and presented at the December 22nd meeting.  He also informed the Committee that the payroll cycle will be changing in 2004.  He stated that instead of 26 pays per year there will be 27 pays per year.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Blaszka

School Board Shared Services

Mayor Blaszka informed that the School Board is pleased with the shared service regarding snow plowing.  He also informed that Hertz, Rental World, United Rentals and Jesco were the quotes solicited for the rental equipment.  The quote was awarded to United Rentals.  He informed that the truck arrived last Monday.

Historical

Mayor Blaszka informed the Historical Commission will have luminaries along North and South Main Street on Christmas Eve.  He also informed that Doris Rayna puts out the Greenwich Torch Newsletter.  He stated that this will be her last issue as editor, the new editor will be Bob Hurte.  He thanked Doris for her efforts in this newspaper.

December 26th / Building Closed

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve closing the building on December 26.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Mayor Emiliani

Police Department

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that the Police Department ordinance regarding no over night truck parking in commercial areas will be addressed in January.  She also informed that Detective Paul Duers has retired from the Police Department.

Firehouse Update

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that action needs to be taken regarding relocating the Fire Chiefs office.  She stated that the Committee needs to come up with a solution to this problem.  This will be addressed at the December 22nd meeting.

Fire Company Membership


William Sulinski/ Fire Police


Andrew Petras / Fire Cadet


David Hockenbury / Fire Cadet


Michael Brown / Changing from Junior to Regular member.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to approve the above listed fire company membership

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Company / Blue Light Approval


William Sulinski


Donald Fohr


Kenneth McClain

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to approve the above listed for Blue Light

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Animal Control

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that there will be a Rabies Clinic held Saturday, January 17 from 11:30-12:30 for cats and dogs.

Board of Health

Committeewoman Emiliani informed that Attorney Jost is working on this.  There will be further discussion at the January meeting.  Ordinances may need to be adopted and additional appointments might need to be made.  She suggested that the Committee consider holding the Board of Health meetings 15 minutes prior to the Township meetings. Committeewoman Emiliani will be in charge of overseeing that the Board of Health for the Township is brought up to regulation and will report to the Committee any necessary actions that need to be taken.

Committeeman Marchetta

Environmental Commission


Riparian Buffer Grant

Environmental Commision Chairman Barry Glassman informed that they have been trying to obtain a grant for the Musconetcong River.  He informed that this grant is for two communities along the waterway.  It is call the riparian buffer grant.  Authorization from the Committee is required to allow the Commission to move forward on obtaining this grant.  He informed that the subcommittee members will be required to have 6 hours of instruction per the grant requirements.

Municipal Building Gutters

Committeeman Marchetta informed that Road Foreman John Howell is working on obtaining quotes for this repair.

Road Department


Morris County Co-op

Committeeman Marchetta informed that John Howell has brought to his attention that currently we share with Alpha, Lopatcong, and Harmony Township paving services.  He informed that they have pulled out with this agreement.  He stated that the Morris County Co-op does all the paving services for you.  He stated that he would provide additional information for the committee to review for consideration next year.  Engineer Finelli stated that this is a good program to enter into and it will save the township money.

Snow Removal Issue

Committeeman Marchetta informed that there have been issues that the Fire Company, Emergency Squad and Municipal lot were not cleared adequately of snow.  He informed that he is working to resolve any complaints.  A memo went out to John regarding this issue.

DARE Containers.

Committeeman Marchetta informed that Greenwich Station has numerous violations and the DARE containers are a problem.  He stated that people are dumping outside of the containers and it is an eyesore.    Police Chief Willever informed that this program gives $4,000 in revenue to the DARE program.  He stated that he has contacted the people that do the pick up and they respond up to 3x per week.  He suggested moving the bins to another location.  

Strykers Road

The Committee had discussion regarding the existing left turn restrictions. There was  discussion regarding keeping the restriction on Stryker’s Road.  Warren County will not allow this restriction until we rescind the ordinance.  Attorney Jost doesn’t want to take  down signage with an existing ordinance in place.  He will prepare an ordinance rescinding this restriction.  Engineer Finelli recommended to move ahead with removing the left turn restriction on Dumont intersection.  

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to move ahead with removing the left turn restriction on Dumont intersection.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Planning Board

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Larkin Associates received approval for office building on Goldberger property.  They will proceed with memoralization at next Planning Board meeting.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Pulte homes is moving forward on their presentation to Planning Board possible January for concept plan.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that Mederex application for expansion of their building at the last Planning Board meeting was deemed incomplete.  

Sewer Subcommittee Update

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that at the last Committee meeting we voted to reconsider NAPA request for sewer.  Their report was submitted but it was received too late for proper review by Sewer Engineer and Sewer Attorney.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that the Auto Spa needed to replenish their escrow.  Engineer Finelli is reviewing their TWA application.  She informed that anticipated action might be taken at the January meeting granting allocation.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed the Committee regarding the Miller application. She informed that they are having difficulties on obtaining an easement to connect to the sewer line.  She informed that they are waiting to find out what their plans are.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli discussed with the Committee regarding the sale price of the available gallonage.  No decision was rendered.  She informed that the last sale was $12.00 per gallon to Bretti Phil.  She suggested possible change of $13/$15 per gallon range.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed that a decision has to be made what the rates of sewer would be for 2004 in early January.  The Committee will be presented documentation of financial outline regarding sewer rates for review.

Committeeman Visconti

Recreation Ad hoc

Committeeman Visconti informed that a meeting was held last night.  He informed that they have reviewed the conceptuals.  He informed that they would be getting feedback from recreation on conceptual plan.  In January they will work on cost of conceptual, after that it will be presented to the public.  

Recreation Commission Update

Committeeman Visconti informed Janet Comerford would not be President of Recreation come January because of her move.  John Gurski has resigned from recreation effective immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to accept the resignation of John Gurski from Recreation with regrets.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Township Website

Committeeman Visconti discussed with the Committee the timeframe of updating the website.  He will be meeting with the webmaster after the holidays to discuss additional information to be placed on the website.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to open the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Angelo Faillace of 729 Jackson Street – Wanted to know the status of the light on Greenwich Street and Dumont Road –Engineer Finelli informed that a traffic study is in the works to determine if a light is required.

Kathy McDermid – Stated that she is sad to see that Mayor Blaszka’s term is over.  She thanked him for all his hard work. 

Robert Stone – 523 North Main Street – Discussed with the Committee Washington Street and if this the designated truck route for the town.  

Troy Rush – Informed the Committee that this Saturday the Fire Company will be going out throughout the Township with Santa.  He also thanked Committeewoman Emiliani and Committeeman Marchetta for all their help in working together regarding the snow plowing problem that recently occurred. 

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to close the public comment period

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a five minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Visconti made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to come back from recess.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Pending Litigation, Land Acquisition and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Marchetta to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close executive session and reopen the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Marchetta made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to motion not to proceed with the application for the Stream Corridor grant to Warren County

Voting in favor:
Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Pasquarelli

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka authorize Attorney Jost to send a letter to Attorney Curtzi and United Trust Bank demanding posting of a maintenance bond in the Harmony Residential matter and that if they don’t that the Township will proceed against the letter of credit.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

Abstain:

Emiliani

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Mayor Blaszka to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Pasquarelli, Visconti, Marchetta, Emiliani, Blaszka

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

__________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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