December 19, 2002

7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ 


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli, Deputy Mayor Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Greg Blaszka, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak, Committeewoman Elaine Emiliani, Township Attorney Peter Jost, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Clerk Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Phillipsburg Free Press, Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers,  2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Approval of Township Minutes of:  May 6, 2002, May 15, 2002

2.  Approval of Executive Session Minutes of:  October 17, 2002, September 19, 2002,
         
August 15, 2002, and July 18, 2002

3.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports

Tax Collector

Treasurer


Planning Board
Municipal Court


Police Report

Building Department Report

4.
Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Items #1 and #2 were removed from the Consent Agenda.

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP MINUTES

1.  Approval of Township Minutes of November 14, 2002

2.  Approval of Executive Session Minutes of November 14, 2002

The above listed minutes were tabled

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

First Reading / Ordinance 2002-13

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXPENSES FROM THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A CERTAIN PROJECT KNOWN AS:  PURCHASE OF INTERNATIONAL DUMP TRUCK
Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve for first reading Ordinance 2002-13

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

1.  Resolution 2002-71
Appropriations Transfer

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2002-71

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2.  Resolution 2002-72
Chapter 159 – Greenwich Street Bikeway

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-72

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

3.  Resolution 2002-73
Exclusion from Gross Income for Federal Income Tax Purposes

Committeewoman Emiliani made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to 

approve  Resolution 2002-73

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-77 and Resolution 2002-78 – Municipal Tax Lien Redemption

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolutions 2002-77 and 2002-78

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-79
Cops in Shop/Police Grant

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-79

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Second Reading / Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2002-11

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR ATHLETIC FIELDS, PARK AREAS, OPEN SPACE AND OTHER MUNICIPAL PURPOSES IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, IN THE COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUME OF $1,600,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2002-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Second Reading / Public Hearing

ORDINANCE 2002-12

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY KNOWN AS LOT 7 IN BLOCK 26 ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, WARREN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2002-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to close the public hearing regarding Ordinance 2002-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to adopt Ordinance 2002-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Anthony Bavaro from Brown & Brown Insurance Company spoke with the Committee regarding the Township’s insurance policies.  He informed that PAIC Insurance is up for renewal for January 2003.  The Committee discussed options with Mr. Bavaro for providing adequate insurance coverage.  Committeeman Blaszka recommended to the Committee that the Township remain with the PAIC Insurance Fund.  

Resolution 2002-80
Risk Management Consultant/Brown & Brown Insurance

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-80

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-81
PAIC Agreement – Three-Year Agreement till 12/05

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-81

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-82
Resolution to join PAIC fund – Blaszka appointed fund commissioner

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to approve Resolution 2002-82

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Public Hearing/ Green Acres/Hamlin Property

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the public hearing regarding the Green Acres application to include the Hamlin property is not required.  It was discovered that the Hamlin property was included on the application list.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road Update

Engineer Finelli informed that this project is on hold at this time until Walt Lubanecky conducts his traffic study and conducts his traffic counts.  

Future Dedication


Greenwich Chase, Phase 7


Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III


Wyndham Farm



North Side ( Sections 2B, 4 & 5)



South Side ( Sections 1, 2A & 3)

Engineer Finelli informed that the Greenwich Chase, Phase 7 would not be ready until the spring.  

Engineer Finelli informed that the Greenfields @ Greenwich, Section III is not ready for dedication.  He has prepared a punch list of items that need to be addressed.  Also, it was discussed that Mr. Falcinelli informed that he would not be plowing the snow.  The Township DPW is plowing the road and keeping track of the expense.  Mayor Pasquarelli directed Attorney Jost to contact Mr. Falcinelli and find out if he is going to plow the roads this year at all.  If Mr. Falcinelli does not plow the roads, he will be charged the costs for snow removal and additional expenses for labor, etc and he also will be prosecuted per our Township ordinance.

Engineer Finelli informed that the Wyndham Farm sections are not ready for dedication.  Engineer Finelli forwarded to the Committee for review the most recent punch list.  He also informed that he received a letter from Rieder referencing the rock wall.  Attorney Jost informed that this should be discussed in Executive Session.

Updated Farmland Preservation Plan

Engineer Finelli informed that this is a reminder for the Committee to give feedback regarding the map that he previously distributed to the Committee.

Greenwich Center

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that Lowe’s recently opened and that Applebee’s will be opening mid-January.  He informed that the developer would be coming before the Planning Board to make changes to the plan to include Pier One Imports.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she would discuss with Finelli regarding hook up fees.  She directed that a letter needs to be sent to Wayne Degan, Building Inspector regarding the payment of sewer hook up fees prior to the issuance of a temporary certificate of occupancy.

Phase I Blasting Impacts Analysis

Engineer Finelli informed that he is having problems in getting someone to do this work.  He will continue to seek a contractor to perform this work.  He will inform the Committee once a contractor is found.  He informed that most contractors that do this work have a conflict of interest.

Dumont Road/Greenwich Street Signal Request

Engineer Finelli informed that a letter was sent to Warren County Engineer David Hicks requesting for him to expedite the signal on Dumont Road.  

Merrill Creek Flood Plain Revisions Update

Engineer Finelli informed that he has nothing to report this month regarding the status of the maps.

Greenwich Street/ Wyndham Farm Boulevard Pedestrian Crossing

Engineer Finelli informed that they are working on the signal specifications proposal and it is on schedule.

Greenwich Street Bike Path Update

Engineer Finelli informed that the Township was granted an extension to this project

Maintenance Bond Inspections

Stewarts Hunt:  Bond Expires 11/21/02 – Engineer Finelli informed that all the work has been completed as requested.

Greenwich Chase, Phase I:  Bond Expires 1/18/03 – Engineer Finelli informed that he has sent out a letter to the developer regarding the outstanding issues.  To date, the work has not been completed.  He informed that he will be sending out another letter to the developer informing of the outstanding work.

Phillipsburg Regional Wastewater Management Plan (WMP)

Engineer Finelli informed that he is working on the project and is hoping to have the report completed by the end of January, or beginning of February.

Dumont Road & Stryker’s Road Turning Movement Restrictions

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he has not received notification from the NJDOT regarding our request for approval for the restrictions.

Wyndham Farm Dumping Issue

Engineer Finelli informed that complaints were received regarding items being dumped in the detention basin lot on Wyndham Farm Blvd.  He informed that the developer has cleaned up the area and that they have installed signs indicating no dumping.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Pasquarelli

Safe Kids Playground Improvement Grant

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that all of the playground equipment has been delivered and installation of the equipment is scheduled for early January.

Livable communities Grant Application

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Township should receive notification in March of 2003 regarding our application and request for $85,000.

Smart Growth Planning Grant Application


Resolution authorizing project implementation – Resolution 2002-75

Committeeman Esposito made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Blaszka to approve Resolution 2002-75

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Megan Nicole Kanka Foundation

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that the Police Chief provided information for the Committee to review regarding a grant program that is available that will match up the expenses for providing background checks on coaches.

Operation & Maintenance contract – Sewer Utility


Resolution 2002-74

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-74

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Municipal Court Update

Mayor Pasquarelli informed that she requested Marlene Sullivan, Court Administrator to provide an update regarding the backlog.  Ms. Sullivan reported that there is approximately 1,000 warrants that need to be processed from the original 6,000 warrants.  They are working on old complaints to close out.  Also they are working on a destruction list for destroying the out dated paperwork that is in the vault that is no longer required to be maintained.

Wyndham Farm Snow Plowing

Mayor Pasquarelli informed the Committee that M. Rieder did not provide adequate snow removal during the recent snowstorm.  She stated that Wyndham Farm Blvd was not plowed.  The Township DPW was directed to go out and salt and grit the roadway and also plow the snow.  It was stated that this road is a major roadway leading to the Greenwich Township School and there was concern for the safety of the children and the parents traveling on this road.  Attorney Jost was directed to send a letter to M. Rieder informing that the road was not maintained adequately and also to inform that they will be charged for the Township to go out and maintain the road and finally to inform that the Township will be prosecuting them per the Township ordinance regarding snow removal.

Closeout Meeting – change date

Mayor Pasquarelli discussed with the Committee on changing the date of the closeout meeting.  It was decided to change the date to December 31, 200 at 3:00 P.M.

Deputy Mayor Esposito

Recreation Commission Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that the basketball program is in full flight right now.  He informed that their will be changes made in the programs offered in that all competitive programs will be subject to a draft.  

Recreation Commission Appointment


Joe Cannavo/ Alt. Member – term expires 12/05


Rich Linquist / Alt. Member – term expires 12/04

Mayor Deborah Pasquarelli made these appointments

Website Update

Committeeman Esposito informed that they are exploring all possibilities to expand the site.  He informed that they are looking into e-commerce which would allow registration and payment for sports registrations over the website.

Old School Committee Update

Committeeman Esposito informed the Committee that notification was sent informing that the State is registering the Old School as Historic and also considering designating the entire downtown area as Historic.  He informed that this would be discussed at the next Old School Committee meeting for recommendation to be presented to the Township Committee.

Committeeman Greg Blaszka

Historical Society Update

Committeeman Blaszka informed that the Historical Society would be conducting their annual candlelights along North and South Main Street on Christmas Eve.  He informed that volunteers are needed to help out with the distribution and pick up of the candle jars.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Joe Mecsey – Chief of the Stewartsville Vol. Fire Company – Informed the Committee that recently they received notification that the Fire Company was awarded a federal grant in the amount of $57,576 with a cash match of 5,757.  He informed that this money would be used to purchase 8 new air packs, update the existing equipment and purchasing additional radios.

Karl Savage of 102 Aldin Road – Informed the Committee that he has concerns regarding the snow removal on Aldin Road.  Wants Township to handle this.  Mayor Pasquarelli informed that Mr. Falcinelli will be receiving a letter from Attorney Jost and also will be prosecuted per our snow ordinance.  Also, he informed that he is in a lawsuit with Mr. Falcinelli and has a lien on Mr. Falcinelli’s performance bond.  He also stated that he has made a complaint to the State regarding Wayne Degan.  Attorney Jost informed that it would not be proper for the Committee to engage in discussion regarding these complaints due to the fact that they are in litigation.

Ray Tanella of 205 Austin Circle – Thanked Engineer Finelli for writing to Toll Bros regarding the issues at his development.  

As there was no further public comment, Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to take a 10 minutes recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to come back from recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and


WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich, County of Warren and State of New Jersey as follows:


1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter-specified subject matter.


2.  The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed as follows:  Contract negotiations, Litigation and Personnel


3.  It is anticipated at this time that the above stated subject matter will be made public at:  When a decision has been rendered.


4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to adopt the foregoing Resolution and enter into Executive Session

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Resolution 2002-76
Condemning the Toll Bridge Increase

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2002-76

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to direct the Morris Land Conservancy to request a revision to the PIG and change the funding formulas and timeline to accelerate it as much as possible.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito, due to the heavy workload of the Municipal Clerk to authorize the Clerk to receive payment in lieu of one-week vacation approved for calendar 2002 to be paid in the year 2003.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there was no further business Committeeman Blaszka made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Emiliani to adjourn the meeting.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Emiliani, Blaszka, Esposito, Pasquarelli

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

_________________________________

Kimberly Viscomi, RMC

Township Clerk
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