


              December 21,, 2000


7:30 P.M.

Stewartsville, NJ  


The Township Committee of the Township of Greenwich held a regular meeting on the above date, with the following members present:  Mayor Robert Zelley, Deputy Mayor Guy Fleming, Committeeman Dominick Esposito, Committeeman Joseph Gurneak and Committeewoman Pasquarelli.  Also in attendance were Township Attorney Ronald Peles, Township Engineer Michael Finelli and Township Kimberly Viscomi.  


The Flag Salute was repeated.

The SUNSHINE LAW was read as follows:  “Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance to the Open Public Meetings Act by:  1.  Mailing a schedule of this meeting of the Township Committee to the Express-Times and Newark Star Ledger newspapers, 2.  Posting a copy thereof on the Township bulletin board, and 3.  Filing a copy thereof with the Township Clerk.”

Awards were presented to the undeafted soccer team by coaches Gengaro, Isenburg and Jiorle.

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed below under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will not be discussion on these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1.  Receive, and File Monthly Reports:



Treasurer


Tax Collector



Planning Board

Municipal Court



Police Report


Building Department

2.  Receive, Charge to Various Accounts, and Pay Monthly Bills

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the above listed Consent Agenda.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTIONS

2000-73
Municipal Tax Lien Redemption

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to approve Resolution 2000-73.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

2000-74
Liquor License Renewal

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to approve Resolution 2000-74.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

ORDINANCES

Second Reading

Ordinance 2000-12

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIP OFFICERS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

As there were no questions, Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to adopt Ordinance 2000-12

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Second Reading

Ordinance 2000-10

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXPENSES FROM THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A CERTAIN PROJECT KNOWN AS:  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-10

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to close the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-10

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to adopt Ordinance 2000-10

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY

Stryker’s Road – Attorney Peles informed that this needs to be discussed in executive session due to recent developments.

Personal Liability of Mayor and Committee / Advisory Opinion – Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he is not finished drafting this advisory opinion to the Committee.  He stated that he has 90% of the research completed and due to his illness this month, it is not complete.

Cell Tower Ordinance / Status - Attorney Peles informed the Committee that he has received from Engineer Finelli three (3) sample ordinances.  He is in the process of reviewing these ordinances and hopes to have at the January meeting a draft ordinance for the Committee to review.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked Attorney Peles the status of the zoning ordinance for the mixed-use zone.  Attorney Peles informed that John Madden is presently working on preparing this ordinance.

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER

Stryker’s Road - Engineer Finelli informed that he met with one of the effected property owners, Mr. Santini.  He has more issues with the portion that goes through Lopatcong Township then the portion in Greenwich.  He stated that Mr. Santini is very receptive to the idea and feels confident that issues will be resolved.

Recreational Fields

Second Reading

Ordinance 2000-11

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXPENSES FROM THE CAPITAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF GREENWICH, COUNTY OF WARREN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR A CERTAIN PROJECT KNOWN AS:  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to open the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Richard Dunlap asked what is the total amount of money spent so far for this recreational field.  Engineer Finelli stated approximately $130,000.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to close the meeting to the public regarding Ordinance 2000-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to adopt Ordinance 2000-11

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Engineer Finelli informed the Committee per his letter dated November 22, 2000, that two (2) proposal were received for the backstops and fencing of the field located on Beatty’s Road.  He is recommending to the Committee that award of the bid should go to Rudl Fencing & Decking in the amount of $8,200 for this project.

Committeewoman Pasquarelli made a motion to award the bid to Rudl Fencing & Decking in the amount of $8,200, seconded by Mayor Zelley

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Greenwich Center, Phase I TWA Permit – Engineer Finelli recommended to the Committee to adopt Resolution 2000-75, which would authorize the Mayor with conditions to sign off on the TWA for Phase I of the Greenwich Center Shopping Center project.  Phase I consists of the Lowe’s Home Improvement Store, an un-named retail store, and an Appleby’s Restaurant.  They have 40,000 gallons of flow, which has been secured many years ago, this is for 12,424 gallons, and they are well within their capacity allocations.  

Committee Pasquarelli made a motion, seconded by Mayor Zelley to approve Resolution 2000-75.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito, Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Farmland Preservation / PIG grant – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he along with Jim Cramer and Mayor Zelley met with Tim Brill from the State Agricultural Development Commission, who is responsible for heading up the PIG grants.  He thinks that what we are doing as far as all the farmland preservation that we are targeting is great, we are one of the first ones in line to get funding and we are now starting to move forward with the process of procuring the property.

Transportation Enhancement Program – (TEA-21)  Engineer Finelli stated that he mentioned this last month, and there is a mechanism for funding for various grants.  He informed that he forwarded to the Committee information’s, which highlights the potential grants that are available.  Engineer Finelli stated that he thought the Township could potentially use it for the bicycle and pedestrian path along the Pohatcong Creek project.  However, after following up with the State, that is much more a transportation grant and not a recreational grant.  After researching further this grant he advised the Committee that the Township could not utilize this form of grant.

New Jersey Tree Planting Grant – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that the trees have been delivered and that the Road Dept planted the 45 trees successfully.  At this point a tree expert will need to come in and certify that the trees have been planted properly.  Sunshine Trees has volunteered for free to do this work.  Engineer Finelli recommended to the Committee to authorize the final payment to Garden Depot for $6,024 for the trees.

Committeeman Fleming made a motion to authorize $6,024 to be paid to Garden Depot for the final payment for the 45 trees, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Route 57 Corridor Study – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he attended a meeting along with the Mayor that the State invited them to. They are looking at a Route 57 beautification project that will probably take many years to complete.  (FYI)

Route 57 / County Route 637 Traffic Signal – Engineer Finelli stated this is the issue regarding the shield on the traffic light.  Mayor Zelley informed that he wrote a letter to Dave Hicks from the County requesting him to research this issue. Mr. Hicks contacted the State regarding this problem and they told him that they would fix the signal putting in a shield.

County Route 637 Speed Limit Resolution – Engineer Finelli informed the Committee that he has received a Resolution from the County relative to their acknowledgement of a school speed zone along South Main at the existing elementary school.  It incorporates signage for school speed limit signs.  The County is asking for approval of this Resolution before it is adopted.  No action taken, the Committee will review this Resolution.

NJDEP/FEMA Flood Plain Administration – Engineer Finelli stated that every two/three years the NJDEP holds a community assistance visit. He informed that they reviewed our ordinances recently and found them to be satisfactory.  He informed that the flood maps are almost done and the flood zones in the downtown area possibly come next year will  be deleted which will mean that the residents in this area will no longer be required to carry flood insurance on their property.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Zelley

COAH Update – 53 units have been sold as of 12/17/00, there is 17 units remaining.  About 36% of the units have been sold to senior citizens.

Weigh Station – Mayor Zelley stated that there is nothing new to report this month.  The State is behind schedule with the project.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli asked what is the status of the traffic report.  Mayor Zelley stated that he has the report.  She asked if she could have a copy of this report to review.  Engineer Finelli stated he would order additional copies of this report for the Committee.

Planning Board / Ice Rink / Recreation Center – Mayor Zelley informed that there is informal discussion at the Planning Board last week for a project that is about 13 acres of an ice skating rink, roller skating rink, batting cages and possible weight room, driving range and miniature golf course on Route 173, about ½ mile east of interchange 3.  The proposed builder does not have a contract on the site at this point.  

Deputy Mayor Fleming

Fire Company – 75th Anniversary Parade – Fire Chief Joseph Mecsey informed the Committee that the Fire Company has preliminary plans set for parade routes for the Committee’s approval.  Approval also has to be granted from the County to shut the roads down during the parade.  Plans are set for July 21, 2001.  He asked if the Committee could help him in obtaining permission from the Koh-I-Noor building owner to use the parking lot for judging of the fire trucks prior to the parade. Mayor Zelley informed he knows the owners and he will ask permission for the fire company.

Also, Mr. Mecsey informed the Committee as 911 Coordinator he was recently made aware of the fact that the new Greenwich Hills North development in the Stewartsville mailing address there already is a Red Hawk Lane in the Stewartsville mailing address.  This address is not in our township it is in Lopatcong Township and by having the same address in the same post office will create problems.  Mayor Zelley stated that he would contact the developer and inform him of this situation immediately.

Committeeman Gurneak

Discussion regarding the new law on “Teen Drinking” -  Committeeman Gurneak informed the Committee that he made copies of the new law that was provided to him by the Police Chief.  He requested that they review this new law and he will put on the January agenda for further discussion.

Issue regarding truck traffic on Rt. 639 / Warren Glen Road – Committeeman Gurneak informed the Committee that he received several phone calls from residents about the truck traffic on Rt. 639.  He stated that since the bridge has been removed, which had a prior weight limit on it, trucks are now utilizing this road.  He informed that the Mayor wrote a letter to Dave Hicks from the County requesting that Rt. 639 be made a ten-ton weight limit.  The Police Chief contacted the paper mill in Warren Glen and informed them that the trucks are using this road.  He also asked the Chief to strictly enforce those trucks that are coming out to Rt. 173.

Authorization for Blue Light Permit / Ann Sulinski

Committeeman Gurneak made a motion to authorize Ann Sulinski to obtain a blue light for her emergency vehicle, seconded by Mayor Zelley

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

New Member / Emergency Squad / Jennifer Jones

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Fleming to approve the membership of Jennifer Jones to the Stewartsville Emergency Squad.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Committeewoman Pasquarelli

Reorganization Meeting –  Inquired that a date and time has not been set for this meeting.  Mayor Zelley informed that it would be Monday, January 01, 2001 at 9:00AM.  

Committeewoman Pasquarelli informed the residents that the Committee would be discussing in executive session some items related to recreational fields.  She stated that the Committee informally agreed to move forward with acquiring lands for recreational fields. The Recreation Commission has completed their annual update of projections of the number of teams for each of the programs, and therefore, a number of fields will be needed. She stressed that the Committee move forward on acquiring land for the fields with the need to break ground this spring.  

She addressed the issue of scheduling special meetings.  She stated that a special meeting was held on December 2nd , it was held on a date that she was out of town, she attempted to request from the Committee to reschedule this meeting, and it was refused.  She requested for the record that whenever the Committee schedules a meeting it should be a policy that we exhaust all possibilities to include all five members of the Township Committee at every meeting that is held. Particularly that meeting was on Open Space and Farmland Preservation was to be a workshop and it was critical that all five members attended this meeting.  Secondly, when this meeting was scheduled two of the members were not even notified of it being scheduled and in the future that should not take place.  Mayor Zelley stated that all members were notified.  Committeeman Esposito stated that we had discussed a possible date and time, which he thought was changed.  He stressed the fact that whenever the Committee holds a special meeting, we need to be notified. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Committeeman Fleming made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Gurneak to open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Laura Geannetti of Curtis Court – Interested in the Farmland Preservation meetings. She would like to attend these meetings and would like them to be open to the public.  Mayor Zelley stated that he would talk with her after the meeting and give her the names of the people on the agricultural committee for her to contract them.

Hellio Carvello read a letter to the Committee for a formal request for a buffer zone along the business/commercial zone.  Stated in the letter they are also against the project known as Bretti and the current master plan.  Mayor Zelley informed that this project is because of the COAH settlement.  Mr. Carvello also asked if any member of this administration or any employee of this Township ever engage in any personal business dealings with Mr. Millstein or his company Garden State Land Group.  All Committee members stated no.

Joe Schiller of 418 Daniel Drive – Asked for clarification on the senior housing units and the COAH units.  Mayor Zelley stated that the 70 COAH units were part of the COAH lawsuit.  The Planning Board designated that a certain percent had to be for senior citizens.  

Kathy McDermott of Wyndham Farms – Asked what is the zoning for the land behind her home.  Mayor Zelley stated Business/Industry.  She wanted to know the setback regulations.  Engineer Finelli stated that the setback is 75 feet.  

Richard Dunlap – He stated as a Director of a non-profit organization, we sued COAH and also sued the Township of Pohatcong intervening in a huge development. In that process we managed to reverse COAH rules on that project, and it became somewhat of a landmark project for some of the other situations that occurred.  COAH in its infancy had come up with a lot of ruling that have now been proven to be not in the best interest of the Township’s. So there is a reverse flow going on right now to some extent. He stated that he feels that there could possibly be a revision done to the original settlement.  He stated that the State Plan does not match the COAH settlement.  He stated that even if it means spending some money it might happen, and he feels that the Township should try to have this reversed. Mayor Zelley stated that he will research this issue further and will discuss with the Committee potential lawyers who specialize in COAH lawsuits. Also he asked about the agricultural committee and why they are not having meeting to discuss the PIG grants.  He stated that he wanted to be in on the negotiations and was told that they were not to speak with him.  Mayor Zelley stated that the County and the Township are handling the negotiations and working on this.  There has been set backs regarding the appraisals that were done on the land and are working on obtaining different appraisers to appraise the farmland.  Mayor Zelley stated that he contacted the owner and Mike King and yourself to tell you that he was making progress with D’Angelo and he asked Mr. Dunlap not to get involved and was informed by Mr. D’Angelo that you had wrote him a letter asking him to donate his land.  Mayor Zelley stressed to Mr.Dunlap that he was not to contact Mr. D’Angelo because he is not included with the negotiations of this land.  Mr. Dunlap also stated that he is concerned about the rock wall that Mr. Falcinelli is constructing.  Engineer Finelli stated that he has been in contact with Mr. Falcinelli and informed him that he will not receive a certificate of occupancy until all work is done correctly. Mr. Dunlap informed the Committee that there are grants available for well water testing and wanted to know if the Committee would like to utilize them.  Committeewoman Pasquarelli stated that she would like to review the information regarding the grants and asked Dick to forward them to her.

Tom Stujeski – What are the next steps that the Committee is going to take regarding the COAH settlement.  Mayor Zelley stated that the Committee is going to look into finding an attorney who specializes in land use law/COAH.  

Steve Junodi of Daniel Drive  - Asked if the Township Committee supports a buffer zone – The entire Committee stated that they support a buffer zone for the business/commercial zone.

Frank Marchetta of Dillion Drive – Read a letter to the Committee asking for certain residents who reside in his section of town to be placed on the Planning Board at reorganization.  He also wanted to go on record as saying that he is opposed to high-density housing and he feels that senior housing is density housing.

Bill Brodniak  of Curtis Court – Also talked about the appointments to the Planning Board at reorganization. Asked what is the Larkin expiration date.  Committeeman Esposito responded that it expires at the end of December and if they do not exercise it is open game.  Committeeman Fleming stated that he has spoken with the owner of the land and they are possibly considering going into preservation.  Also wanted to know the status of the environmental grant prepared by Greg Blaska.  Mayor Zelley stated that we were notified that we were not going to be getting the grant.   

Bill McCarthy of Gary Road – He suggested that we contact the future tenants of this commercial zone and inform them that we want a buffer zone put in and tell them that we will boycott their business if not done

Wentsai Wang – She stated that she wants to see cooperation of the five members and also want them to also be involved with what is going on not just the Mayor.  Mayor Zelley stated that it depends on the issues, because of his expertise in planning and that he represents a lot of townships in finding developers that is why the people of this township elected me.  If it has to do with the police, fire, rescue and recreation, insurance he doesn’t know.  It depends on the issues.

Tom Meyer of Wyndham Farms – Asked the Committee if they would ever meet with a developer outside of the Committee.  Mayor Zelley stated in the past occasionally we would meet with a developer but in the past few months because of some litigation we have made it a policy not to.  All Committee members have stated that they have not met with Millstein privately.  Mayor Zelley stated that he would be afraid of personally being sued.  Also asked who was responsible for filing the environmental grant on time.  Mayor Zelley stated that the Clerk had an emergency and she was to file it and she left on a Thursday and came back on a Monday.  The Clerk stated she was not instructed to file this application.  Mayor Zelley stated that the clerk thought that Greg Blaska was filing it and Greg though that she was sending it.  Mr. Myers stated that there is way too much miscommunication going on.  Mayor Zelley informed that he would have for the January meeting a policy in place regarding informing Committee members of meetings.

As there was no further public comment, Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to close the public comment period.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeewoman Pasquarelli to take a five-minute recess.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

Mayor Zelley made a motion, seconded by Committeeman Esposito to come out of recess and open the meeting to the public.

Voting in favor:
Gurneak, Esposito,Fleming, Pasquarelli, Zelley

Opposed:

None

MOTION CARRIED

