
WARREN COUNTY MOSQUITO EXTERMINATION COMMISSION 

MOSQUITOES ... WHAT EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW 

Questions & Answers 

What is the life cycle of mosquitoes? 
Mosquitoes have four stages of development - egg, larva, 
pupa and adult. They spend all stages in water, except the 
adult stage. Some female mosquitoes deposit eggs on 
moist surfaces; such as, mud or fallen leaves. Rain re
floods these surfaces and stimulates the hatching of the 
eggs, starting the life cycle. Other mosquito species lay 
their eggs on permanent water and, since the water is 
constant, there are always eggs hatching and larvae 
developing. Mosquitoes take approximately one week to 
develop from egg to flying adult. After emerging from the 
aquatic stages, adult mosquitoes mate. Then, only the 
females seek a blood meal to obtain the nutrients 
necessary for egg development. Adult male mosquitoes 
feed on plant nectar and die shortly after mating. While 
various species differ, the average life expectancy for 
adult mosquitoes is 4-6 weeks. 

How many kinds of mosquitoes are there? 
In Warren County, there have been 45 different species 
documented out of the 63 species found in the state of 

New Jersey. The newest species to be added to the county 
list was in 2015. 

What human diseases do mosquitoes cause? 
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Mosquitoes transmit numerous diseases to humans, but thankfully there are only a few that are transmitted locally. West Nile 
Virus is a mosquito-borne virus that can cause encephalitis but more commonly presents as flu-like symptoms. The primary 
vector is a mosquito commonly found around homes in container-type habitats. La Crosse Encephalitis, although rare in this 
area, is a form of encephalitis occurring almost exclusively in children. While the disease is seldom fatal it can cause 
convulsions and paralysis. This disease is transmitted primarily by mosquito species that also develops in tires and other 
containers that are often found around the home. Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) is also transmitted by mosquitoes and 
effects humans but is rare in the northwestern part of New Jersey. 

What animal diseases do mosquitoes cause? 
Dogs and horses are also targets for mosquito-borne diseases. Dog heartworm is a serious threat to your pet's life and is 
costly to treat once it is contracted through the bite of an infected mosquito. Preventative medication can be obtained through 
your veterinarian. Also, West Nile Virus and EEE pose a serious threat to horses; therefore, an effort should be made to limit 
your horse's exposure to mosquito bites. A vaccine for horses for both West Nile Virus and EEE is available; your 
veterinarian can provide more information. Additionally, West Nile Virus has also been responsible for the death of 
numerous birds, particularly in the wild bird population. 

What is the Mosquito Commission and what does it do? 
The Warren County Mosquito Commission was established on October 18, 1956 with a mission "to control mosquito 
populations that present a disease and/or nuisance threat, thereby protecting the health and welfare, as well as the outdoor 
enjoyment, of the residents of Warren County. The commission is composed of seven members, at least three of which have 
experience on a Board of Health, and employs a staff of well-educated and highly trained mosquito control professionals. 

The Commission's activities are guided by a comprehensive surveillance program, which directs control efforts to where 
populations of mosquitoes, which pose a disease and/or nuisance threat, exist. Emphasis is placed on the elimination of 
mosquito-breeding habitat and the control of mosquitoes when they are still in the aquatic stages of their development. 
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